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KHULNA LISTKICT. 


OEAPTEB I. 

PI1T5I0AL ASPECTS. 

Tui digtriot of Shulnft, wMoli forme the estreine eoutb-eutern givuh 
portion of the Proeidoacy Dirieion and of tho Pro^boo 
BeAgd, it eituated between 31^ 6 S' ftnd 23^ X' north loUtudo, 
and between 8S^ 64' and 89^ SS' eut longitudo. It extends 
over an area of 4,70S ei^uare miles, laoluding 2,688 eqviare milei 
m the Sundarboni, and has a population, occordbg to the 
oeseue oJ 1901, of 1,958,043 peraoaa The pzisolpal town and 
adminietrative headquarters is KhulnS, situated on the Bhaixah 
in 22^ 40* N. and 69* 84''E. Aoeordiog to looal tradition, the 
town is 10 oahod after KbulUnt, a heroioe of Hiudu mythology, 
who dedioaied to the goddoaa Kslf a ahrine, oalled the temple 
of EhuUaneewari, on the bank of the riTor Chaimh about a 
mile to the aoet of the preeent town of Ebulna. 

The disbioi resembloe, in aliapo, aa irregular parallelogram. Beandi. 
It is bounded on the north by tiie dieiriot of Joisore, on the east '**** 
by Bookergunge and Faiidpar, on the south by the Bay of 
Bengali and on the west by the 24>PargaQis. 

Taken as a whole, KhiUna is a lowdying fen oountry, ocoopy- triton] 
log the oeotral .portion of tbo eouthem delta between the Hooghly 
and the Meghak estuary, nnd interseoted by a large number of 
riTSis and esinoiieB, vhioh again are oonaeoted by innumerable 
interlaoiDg oroes-ohannels. Its physical features are snnoh the 
same as ^oee of other deltaio disthote. The oonniry is 6afc, the 
Borfaoe being only slightly raised above flood-level; the banks 
of the rivers are higher than the udjuent iond, so that the land 
sloping away from them on either eido forme a series of depree* 
aions between thoir ocutsee; and there aro nomeroos marshes. 

The villagee cluster along the basks of the rivets, but large 

9 


3 




ffatari^ 


traoid are fwamp^'^ and t3ia peopld wlio ouIiiTAte them are ol)li^ 
to reeide elsevKere. 

Aif&j from the Tillagee the appearance of the oonutiy ie that 
of a Teat pluQ corered mth lioe, reed awl roah, and hrohen 
hero and thore by eliunpa or lines of low trees fringiog the banka 
of the slroams. The rlTei banhe ere high and haye a proeperons 
appearanoo, bat in the inteiloi, where &e landd ore lower, ^ 
Tillagea CLre poor and scanty. Bioe grows in abandaoee, bat in 
aome plaoea, where the or manliee do oot dry np at any time 
in the year, there are estensiTe ezeos without a Teatige of 
ooltiyatioD. The aouthem portion of the diatriet ezhibita the 
delta in a losa adyanoed state of growth, ooTered with awarops 
and ending towards the coaet in a networh of aluggiih ohannels 
and back waters. The northern portion of this tract, however, is 
being fast enoroadied upon by the pioneers of onltivaiion, and 
the forest is being replaced by emlliiig rioe fields. 

Fnither io the aoatb, lie the Snodarbans, a desolate traot only 
12 io 80 inebsa above high tide level, in which the slow process 
of land-makiog has not yet ceased. This tract is intmeoted 
throngboai by large rivers and estuaries rQSxdog from north to 
south. These are oonnected with each other by ao iAtrioate 
series of branches, and the latter in their turn by innumerable 
amaUer ohannels, so that the whole tract ie a mase of waterways 
anoloring a large namber of islands of various ahapee and sizes. 
Approaching the sea, the generel level of the sorface rises very 
gradnally, until, raaoHog the outer islands, It is above ordlnvy 
high tide level. This is eaused by the silt, whiob, during the 
sonth'West monsoon, and eepeomUy during the months of Ikfc^ 
and Ootoher, ie. deposited by the heavy swell, whiob, coming in 
from the Bay of Bengal, flows for several miles inland, and 
floods the moat exposed islands. 

Though the geoeial appearsnoe of the dishriet is that of a 
low alluvial plus, it may, for prsotioel purposes, ba divided 
into fooT parts. In the north-western porrien the land is well 
raised, and is ordinarily above flood-level. Its population is fairly 
dense, and the eutfaoe ie diversified by groves of date palms a nd 
plaut&rions of mango and oth» trees on the outskirts of the 
Tillages:—indeed, neatly every village ie surrounded by a fringe 
of or^rds. 

In the north-eostem portion, from the houndary line between 
Jeeeore and Khulnft down to the latitude of B&gherhit, the land * 
is low and covered with swamps, the population is spone, and 
the only places suitable for dwellings ore the high along 
the boqka of the riven. The river JamunS, with its conUnuation, 
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K&tindl, ud tlu KbolpetuA acd K&bedftk, with their tribute* 
rise, ftli traTeree tbia part o£ countrj the and dohonoh mto the • 
Baj of Bengali with ncmeroTU tdrtuoua wetarwa^B as ootmeoUng 
linlcB beiwaan them. From Deoembar to the end of Junsi the 
rivex wator^ as a niloi Temtins braohuh, hut after the rams bsTO eet 
in, the salt water Is neuallf djiTon beyond the Uaute of ooltiration 
by the Tolume of the froeh rain water and drainage cemiag down. 

Tile rivor banks oro almost invariably blghar fchAP the land 
they eneloee, and are out up by numeroua little inlets, by wbioh 
the water penetrates to the lands within. 

The oential portion is also low-lying, bat hu now Veen 
brought under habitation and oultivaUcn^ groves of betel*nut and 
tonks being abundant. Towards the south, where this (xaot 
be^s to marge in the Bundfirbans, are the oleaxanoea made by 
the pioneers it oaltivdtion. Hore there are few or no villages, 
properly speaking; that which fi marked in the map as a village is 
perhaps only an expanse of rich rioe land, with a few oultirators’ 
houses soaitorsd here and there. Evsry thing is subordinated to 
tioe oultivation, so that hardly a ires ia Isft, and people live, not 
in villages, but far apart among hetlr rloe*fleIdj. Sluggish oreelci 
and riveit wind about among the rioe oleirlngt, and 
4eir oouno can be tnoed by tbe fringe of brushwood that 
linea th^r banks. 

Further south, nearer tbe sea, is the Sundarbane treot, a region 
of moriieea end swampy islands, meet of which are olothod with 
a denee evergreon forest, vhilo some are oovered with mlt water at 
flood tide. 

When this part of Bengal woe surveyed by Hajor BeniieU.O«nt^ 
between 1764 and 1772, the banke of two of the oldest rivers, 
the IDkbadak and the Bh^rsb, appear to have been tbe only 
habitable tracts above tlie genrrol level of the swamps west of 
the Baloiwar. That tbe latter have reoently been raised by 
natural action, admils ol no donbt, for, dming tho time which 
has since elapsed, tbe banks of niunevous other streams and 
creeks intsreeotiug the swamps andoonnwted with tho principal 
distributaries of ^e Ganges have been g;tadually raised, with 
the assiatonoe of human industry, above tbe general lerri of 
the marshes, and are now bordered hy villages and hamlet*. A 
oomparison of Bennell'e map with that made nearly a oeatury 
later in the course of tiw revenue survey of 1866-64, will show 
that oultivation oaod villages now exist where a oentury ago all 
was waste. This ohange is most notioeable over tbe whole of 
the old mars by tract west of tbe Kabadak down to Its junotion 
with the Kholpetua. 
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At tlid flame time, ondeot mine dieooTered £rcm time to time 
in making nev eettlomeiits aoem to ahev that porUoDB of tbe 
dietriot ivMaK are now being reolumod were formorl^ inhabited. 
YarioTu theorlea, euoh ae the iuroada of pirake, tho dovaatation 
oaoeed hy ojolonos, and the inroeh of irroaieCiblo storm-wavce, 
have been pnb forward to aooouot for tho oztinotion of the TUIagaa 
and the abandonment of the land. A more reasonshlo expla* 
nation haa boaii anggeatod hy Dr. Thorons Oldham, which eo 
oloarl 7 illustraiee tiM general phyaioal napeots of tins deltalo troot 
that it may bo quoted at length, 

auppoao no one will hesitate to aehnovledfjie that the wholo 
of the oountry, inolading the Simdarban proper, lying butwaan 
tho Hoogbly on the woet and the MeghnR on tlio east, is only 
tho delta oansed hy the deposition of the debris oarriad down by 
tho rivers Ganges and Brahmaputra, and their tributariee. It 
ie also equally well koown that in lueh flats tho streams are 
constantly altering their oonnes, eating away on one bank and 
depositing oo the other, nntil the ohaonol in which they formerly 
flowed beoomoe ohokod up, and the water is oompelled to aeoic 
another oourao, It is olu oerkun that in this poouliar d^ta tho 
general oourao of the ni^ waters of the Ganges has gradually 
traokod from the woet towards tho east, until of late yean the 
larger body of the waters of tho Ganges have united with those 
of the Brahmaputra and haro togother prooeoded to tho son as 
the Megbni* Bvery stresm, whothor large or small, flowing 
through laoh a flat, tonds to roiso iU own bod or ohonnol, by the 
depoeitiod of tho silt and sand it holds stuponded in its waters, 
and by tliia gradual deposition the ohannel bod of tho stioam 
is raised above the actual lovol of the adjoining flats. It is 
impossible to fuppoae a river con^nuing to flow along the top of 
a rmsed banl^ if not oompelled to do so by arUfloial means, and 
the oonsequenoe of this filling in and raising of its bed is that, 
at the flnt opportunity, the stream neoeesaiily abandons its 
original oourw, and seeks a new channel In the lower ground 
adjoining, until after sucoesilTe ohangea it bos gradually wandered 
oTor the whole flat and raised the entire surface to the same 
general level. The same prooeea ie then repeated, now obannels 
ore out out, and new deponta formed. 

*• Bearing these admitted principles in mind, look to the 
delta of the Ganges aod Brahmaputra. The Gang^ river 
emerging from its upper levels round the Eljmah&l HUls, emd 
ptevested by their solid rooky barrier from cutting further to 
the weet, sought its channel in the lower ground adjoining, and 
originally the main body of its waters flowed along the general 
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oocrM now iadionied hjr tlio Bli%fr&thl and Hoe^hlf. Bui 
gr&duall)' flUioi* ap ihii qIiaumI, it vm i^o oompoUod to Beek t 
now 001 UM in Uio lowii» bocotiM flo y«i oompnittirtl^ uifiUed>in, 
ground Ijiog to tho ooit And, tho umo ptoooM bc^ ropooted, 
it wondorod wocMriTolj fron Iho rooky wottorn limit of tlie 
dolU*flot towtrdo tbo o^om. If tUo p i o g ra m oMtwardi wai 
oUowed to bo ouffioioatly olow to odmit of tbo gradoftl dlling in 
of tka country adjoining, tbo dolU wu fonnod oontinuouily op 
to tbo «ne g«n«r«l lovd, and tbo laifor otnonu or ohatinola 
polling tbrongb tbii flat to tbo mn baoamo onaToidably dimiciahod 
in aiBo, and in tbo qaantitj and fctoo of tbo wotoz tboy cartiad, 
tbo main body p*tr"g aroond furtbar to tbo OMt, and ba?ing 
(to oonno in tbo obnnntla noooosrol/ formod there. 1 neod 
not bare point out tbo fooceaTO aUgea in the formotioa of tbo 
d^ta, or ibow bow thoao bava bean axaotly pamllolod by mmiUr 
obaogoi in the ooxmo and dapoaita of tbo Brabmapnba and the 
other livon wbioh unite with the Gangoa Wo are at praoent 
ooDoomed rotber with tbo rooalta aiuing from tbaeo ahangea ai 
afleoting tbo oxiitenco and diitribotion of p^mlation. 

‘'T^ Tory finfc neoaeoty for tbo onfteiuio of man ii the 
prasonoo of drinkable awaot water. Whore tbii oansot bo 
proonrod, it ii oartain ^rat oan malca no aettloroent, and it xi 
equally c«tain that the ranoval or dastnudon of iba aonnea of 
■apply ol thii neoeaeary ilamoot ol osdetonoo will oompal him to 
ohaodon bb abode, and ohango bio habitatka. We bare not to 
go beyond tbo delta of the Qugao itaolf to aee the application of 
thaee faoU in ox^anation of tbo former biitory of tbo SmuUr* 
ban. The more modern oo n aea of tbo largo liTem give ns a 
patent illoitration of tba muotmrt aondidoni of all. To the 
eoit whore cow the groat body of tbo witora of tbaaa riToia ia 
diiob&rgod, wo find the forea of tba froib water ooffloiaot to 
orerooma tbo lirangtb of tba tide, and tba influx of lalt water 
from tbo tea. And down to tbo irary mouUu of tbo hrera bare, 
fiaob water (often for booia In tbo day flowing orar a bMia of 
aalt water beneath) oan readily be proeoroi Tbo oonooqaonoo ia 
that towna and rillagoo lino tbo banka of every itroam^ and 
population and oultin^on follow the oonne of tbii, the prime 
elemoDt of tboir exutenoo. To the eaat. aa wo have aaid, tbo 
fiUixig in of tbo delta bai not yei reached tbo lame lord aa to 
tba wad, and the fnib walen bee retain auffidant power, 
tbarefore, to bo tarried down to Ibo oaa. In earlier timoa, 
preoiaely limilar oonditioni mut have a yi it ed inrtbv to tbo wait 
the larger portion of tbo river waUn f onnd tboir exit through 
there, a nd ware tbu in n£dent force to be cairied 
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down to tbo tstj eea; uid iho natnr&l oonBoquenoo of thlB waa 
that man Azod hia alwdo wbaro bd could pioouie froeh wator, 
towna and atlee qxob9, and taking advantagd of tbo groat 
^oilitioa for trade ofleiod b 7 their poslion, isQreaaed in import- 
anoe and numlMr, until the neccBsarj changes in the oouraa of the 
etreaioB wbioh aopplied thorn deprived ^em oi the poanbliltj of 
ezistenoe. That this is the natural interpretation of tlie {note, 
appears to me abundantly evidenced by the oiioumstanee that 
within this abandoned tract and in its Comity, at the present day, 
when the swarming population le seeHng utility for settlement 
in ereiy direction, not a nngU spot finds its settler, save where 
fresh water is to he badh and the traveUer may go for days or 
weeks through tha oountlees anastomising ereeks and ohannets of 
the tidal fiundarhan, without finding a single abode, whereas the 
moment be reaobee any spot where fresh water is obtaioable, he 
finds oultivatioii spreading and the population increasiag < . . 

feel ooxLvinoed, therefore, tbe^ there is no neoessity to 
resort, to any ianded eflects of oyclone-wavea, of the inroads 
oi pirates, or the penscnlioo of other peoples, to acoount for the 
Doouironoe ot the ptoeani time of rains in the Sundarban. 
Cyclone-waves and perse oution and robbery do not drive men 
from their abodes near the sea-board now, though they may oauee 
vast destiuotion of property and produce groat saffering» Nor 
Vould these oauses, as I believe, have eaffioed in oarUer times to 
produce the same leeolt. Doubtlees they may have diminished 
tile pang with which the settler abandooed the homes in which 
bis family bad grown round Mm, but unless combined with the 
far more general and more unavoidable compulsion of the want of 
water, 1 ^Ueve that, however they may have afieoted iudividuals, 
they would have 'been powerless to. induce communities to 
abandon poai^ss favourable for trade, and for the acquirement 
of wealth ”• 

This tbsc^ may be oonfirmed by a concrete instance, that of 
tbs village cd 3chri on the Kabadak. According to tradition, 
oultivation onoe extended along the eastern bank of tbs rivsr far 
below &obrft, and in its aeighboarhood Odcnel Gastrsll found 
ruins of masonry huildingB, traoes of old courtyards and some 
garden pluiis or shrubs. Sogarding these remains hs writes i— 
" By whom the buildings were ereoted, or when inhabited, no 
one seems to know. In those days, probably, the Eabadak 
oommtinieated at all Boasons of the year dixeotly with the 
Ganges; its water would then have been freeh iiistead of 
hr aokiab, as it is at present; and there would have been every 
* Proee«4b)gt, Ajiatio o{ Basgat, ISfO, 47>Si. ^ 
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proapoQ^f also» o£ iia hmkB bekig itiU icrtlier raiaed and 
ooDsolIdcrtad. The temptations^ thorofore, held out to men to 
estend ouIdTaiioc ii; that dirootioa must bapa been ae great aa 
ihe 7 are at preamt on the banka ol the otker Ireeh -water rirera 
of the delta. But long before Remiell’a Atj other etreame had 
interfered with and eab off tUo Kabadak from the Gaa^ 
and left it wbnt it now ie, a mere tidal oreek with no headway 
of freeU water. Fresh dopoeit on its backs mtieb then have 
ceased to a great eztont; the rains would gradoallj haTo washed 
away the upper stratum of soil, and lowered tbe general lerel; 
tho plaoe would Boon bare become liokly, lad finally forsaken 
by ^ but thoic whom dire naoesaity kept ohained to tho epot. 

Of all tho Tillages that may onoi hare existed orar thii porhen 
of the diftiioC, the mieorahla Tillage of GcbrA alone remains. 
Theexoa of this Tillage has also dooreased, and the oultiTation 
of rice does not extend to within two milee of where it onoe ^d« 

The nil ie graduslly beooming more and more impregnated with 
salt and unfit for crops; and were it not for erabankments, end 
the fresh water that drains into and paeees down tho Sabadak 
in the rains helping to wash out the salt of the soil near the 
banks, Qobr& would soon be deserted also.” 

Four great rirors, eonneoted by nnnsrovs crom ohannaU ind Bmi 
known by a oonfuaeg muItipUoily of names in different portions ''**’*** 
of their courses, groduskUy find their way through the distrioff 
by a southerly rente to the see. On the extreme west it the 
Jamtm& fiowiag from north to louthi and further to the east 
tbs Eabodsk nine almost parallel to it. The Bhairab and its 
oontmuatione iraTsxse the oentre of the dietriof, while the eastern 
bonndary ie forfned by the Madhumait. In the south there ie a 
laby^^ of rivers, all tending, bowsTer, towards a number of 
outlets, fueh as the Kaimaogal, M&Unohfl, Maxjiti snd HsziQ« 
ghiU, each of which is large enough to be oallod an arm oi Ibe 
sea. The other riv&is of the distriot are, with few esoeptioas, 
branehea of the rivers mentioned above. 

Between the larger riven and eetuaries, are numerous etiesou 
and watevooursee, Cf^d AMit, forming a perfect network of 
obannuls, end ending ultimately in little oreeke, which servo to 
df ft jp off the water from tho depreisioDs between ti*e IsTgei . 
riTere. Eaoh of these depressions being shaped like a 
baROjiWith high ground along the banks of the water way e 
eunennding it, water aooumulates in them end is diaiced 
off by ^ nldmately into 

the rivers. Conversely, when the water swells in the livers, 
it floods the country through the eanxe ohannele. Many of 
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th« IhdU oonaeot two largo on«, and consequently the tide flows 
into then through both ends : aaoU khiU are celled 
khAk. . They ore very useful ai affording nommuoioation between 
the larger khik, but liAvo one aorioue dePeot in that they are 
liable to silt up at the point whoro the two tides moot 

The riTera entering the district from tlio north, from the 
JamunA on iho woet to the IfodhumaLi on iho o&at, arc offshoots ol 
the QoDgoB, by whioh they wero originally fed. Owing, bow** 
ever, to the raieing of their beds in tboir upper reaohos, the 
current of the Oongos li doserting them, end is boing dofleoted 
further and further to the coat. Tbe hfodhumait alone 
oontinuoe to bring down any great quantity of tbe Onngcs water 
to the see, and the other main tivon serve ebioily aa linoa of 
drainage to carry off che local surface water. They wei'C at one 
time great waterways with a good dopth of water even in dry 
ssaaone, and during tbe rains oarriod down a largo volume of 
flood water. But, one by one, their hoads have closed up, and 
the lower reaehes have conaoquently deteriorated. Even oa lato 
as 20 or 30 years ago the principal rivors still conveyed fresh 
water through tbe district until they entored tho Snudaibans; but 
now there is eoareely a rivor that d^ not beeomo brackish in tho 
dry season, and saline water forces its way for inland. 

The result ia (hat only in port of the diatrict is the land being 
•elevated by tiie deposit of tbe river silt carried in suspension in 
flood watM, via., to the oaet, whore the Ghmgos water flnds an 
outlot by tho Modhiunatl and other ohannols. Klaewbers, this 
process of land raising is in susjpension, os the vaterooursoe now 
receive no flood water from the Ganges, and iheir eUannelB 
sre for too largo for their function as rewptaclos of tho Icoal 
dr^age. Tho very small slope, whioh is ohoragteristio of the 
country, tends to cause them to become choked with aquatic 
vegetation, and to i&ke tbe form of long canals in which the flow 
cf water is extremely sluggiih. It is only the oonneotion with 
the parent stream, however, whioh has been closed or silted up, 
and the ohannela are quite oompetont to reouvo local drainage 
and convey it to tidal waters. Tho following is a brief oocount 
of the principal riven prooeediug from west to east. 

To the esirexne west, the Jamunh or Jabunfl, flowing southwards 
from JosBOre, flrst touchos on the diabrict at OhSndurU, and then 
flows south-west through the 24«Puganae. It ro-entois Zhulnft at 
B&dbinagot on the oonflnee of the EMlgonj thtina, and then keep¬ 
ing a southorly course forma tho boundaiy between this district a^ 
tho 21-Farganas as for u a Bosanipur. Here it bifuroates, one 
^nnoh, called the K&lovh, forming tho bcunduy of the district 
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down to tho eda» wHle the parent stream pureuei & sontk-Mster^ 
direetion tbroogh tlie interior, being; jotnod hy the Z&nka&Ii £%ii 
near Z&liganj. After tlirowing oif, at Iswarlpur, a email stream 
ooUod tko lohbimatt, it oontmuee its loviUiward oomse, 'mnding 
tiuouglx tho forests and swami^ islande of tlie Sunderbana, till 
it daoUy empties itself into the Iteamsngal, a short diataaoe from 
the plooo whoro that ostnory debonohoe into tho see. 

The JamonS has now silted up from bolov H&Ugaig to a 
short distanoo above Noldpori and its bod has bem brought 
under tiUago. It is also silting up in its upper looehes, and 
largo shosJs are being formed between TahbSrlpur and Debb&tS. 

It is still navigablo, howevorj all tho year round by large boats 
in the upper portion of its oourse, whieh forms part of the innsr 
boot routs between HusainUbftd and the ZanltsiiJi Eh4l The 
principal plaoea along its banks are 8rlpnr» BebbfttI, KliTganj 
and IswarlpuT. 

This rivov, which is also oallsd the JabnuA, is known in 
tho uppor portion of its oourie as the lobbimatl, n deliaie 
distnbutary of tho Qaugie, and was probably st one time one 
of its main outlets wbon It was forcing itt way eastwards. 

The bmnoh whieh ths Jamnnft throws o9 at Iswarfpai is also !cbbih«tf, 
known os tho lohh&matl, but after a few miles it takes the name of 
ITadamtall and flows through tbe Bundaxbans till it empties Itself 
into the Mllanoh& rivor shortly before It falls into the sea. 

The Souai is another oifei^t from the lohhlmatl or J&munA, Soul, 
which J3ows first in a south-easterly and then in a south«weatorly 
oonrso till it falls into ti)e Balli Bii. This river has almost entirely 
silted up at its head. 

The Kfinksi&li is a tributary of ths JamQn&» wlitoh now fonns Kmitnii, 
part of the main boat route between Ooleuite and Easiom Bengal, 
and is praotioally a canal. The nemo o( this river boa beon 
AngUoised as Goxeali. 

The X&lindl, which as above stated bracohes off from the xiwi. 
Jamun&at Basantpai, dows in a soatiierly direction tbrongbout 
the Snndarbans and falls into tho Itaimangal, a oonsidoable 
dlstanco ^ovo tbe point of junotion between that river and the 
Jamnni. It is a wido stream with an averoge breadth of 400 
feet, and U much used by country boats of heavy burthen coming 
from IDastsm Bengel, whioh oannot follow the route by Husain* 

Rb&d to OalociU. 

The ZholpetuR is a river branching off from a multiplicity 
of other atroams, bat tooeivoe its waters principally from thopomi, 
Eabadak near Aa&simi. It first keeps a westerly dirsetion for 
a short distance, bring colled the Komobar in this portion of 
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rivers on the Baziks of whiok ike rwidenoos of tlze lietior olasMi 
ore mostly boilt; nod ils nanio, wMoli msons tLa tsrribls, sKeifs 
the estimation in wMoh it woe onoa held. 

Near Khuln& the Bhairah is joined hy the A.thfir&h&uka, 
the obannel of IS bamls, a oroa*8trcani whioh oonveys the surf lus 
waters of the IfadhimiaU into tho Bhairab. It ioroos down snob 
a volume into tho Bhairab that the bed of tbo latter stream no 
longoT eniHoos for its snist sonthwaxd; and the Bhairab itself tome 
ba^kwarde at Allipnr, till it Snds an ouilot for its suiplue waior 
in tbo Eupeft river. The AthftraMnk& is 200 yards wide in the 
rains, and is navigable all the year round by luge cargo boats 
qnd inland steamers. It is aleo oallod locally tho Ath&rabanki. 

The Eupsi river was originally a olmnnel ont hy one Riip 
Saha, whi<^ served os a till tho water of the Atli&iab4nkS 
foTOod its way along it and made it one of tho largost tidal k/iilt of 
Ehnlnfr. It flows from north>oaet iojaouth-west from the Bhairab 
at Khnln& to the Kazibacha river, a distsnoe of 8 miles. It is 
860 yards wide daring the rains, and is navigable throughout tho 
year by inland steameis and large oountry boats. 

The Bhodra enters tho dietriot at Baratia and eontinuos in a 
south-easterly direotion to the Sandatbons. Below Kesabpiir it 
widens' out. and in this porE^ of its course it forms a large 
tidal stream. 

The bfadhumatT is the largest river in Zhuln& and ie, in foot, 
ODD of tho prinoipal diairibntaries of tho ^ngoe in Bengal and 
Eastern Bengal. It leaves tiie parent strearD near Ku^tift in 
Kodift, whore it is oalled the 6axai. and thcnoe flowing south, 
assumes tho name of Modhnmati, meaning thohouoy-beaiing river. 
It sntere tho dlstriot near ite north-east oorner at KOnikdaho, and 
from this point it takes the name of Daloewar, meaning the lord 
of strength, and iorma the eastern boundary of the distriot still 
flowing south, but with great windings in its upper reaches. 
It then oroBses the Sundorbans, separating the Hhulnl from the 
Baokergungs portion of that tract, and enters the Say of Bengal 
after a oonrse of 230 miles, under the name of HoringbfttA, mean¬ 
ing the watering place of deer. The river, which here forms a 
fine estuary, 9 mllss broad, U navigable to opposito Morrellganj hy 
ses goixig ships, aod throughoat its entire oourse by native Wu 
of the largest tonnage. Ite principal tribntsry in this distriot is 
the Bhairab. 

The principal oro8fr<obannols are the fiibe& (or Sips&), Boeekhll^ 
ShAlf Delnti and OhitrA The SibsS river and Boeekhftli Kf»ai flow 
from east to west oouneoting the Deluti with the Eabadok. They 
are 9 miles in length, bavo a breadth of 270 yards in the rains, 
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uid M« navigaUd bf Urga boats aU tbo ^ear round. Th« Delnti 
river rant from noitb-e^ to tonih-woat extending from the 
Bhadrft to tUc Sibsft. It U 5 oilce in length, ICO Tarda wide 
dunog the rains, and navigable all the year round by Urge hoots. 

Tbofo are tiro rivers oalled Ohitrd. Ohltri I flowa from 
nortlx'Wost to south>eost oxtonding from tbo Kboragdaba to the 
Ath&rabfiuk& river, n diatonoo of 64 mOea. It ie 60 yards vide 
in the rainy season, and is navigablo for 3 months of tho year 
by small Wte os far as Khajurfi; below this point it is navigable 
all tho year round by small boots, and by larger eroft during 
the rainy souon. Ohiiri II also rnns from north*west b) souCb* 
oast, leaving the Athftrab&nhA at Mogarkand! and emptying 
itaeli into the Uadhomatl at Obitalmirl It is 22 miles in length, 
is 80 yards wide during the rains, and is navigable all the ysar 
round by 7nodium-ii»d passonger or onrgo boate. 

Tbo rivers oomi&g down from the north throw off nurnsroue Sundw* 
branches, wbiob, iutorUoing wit^ eooh other, fora a network of 
islands, eipeoially towards the ooast, whore they broaden out into 
large estuorios subjoat to tidal aotlon. The interlacinge are so 
numerous and oomplicated, and the swamps in whioh the ehonneU 
loee themselves or merge with other streams are so perplmdog, 
that it ii impcenbli to give a dotailod, and at the same time 
intelligent, account of the river systen. Tho whole oountryls, 
in foot, a labyrinth of rivers and wsterooorses, oonneoted by 
innumoroblo distributaries, whiob, after oadless bifurcations snd 
intorladngs, nnito into large estuaries lalliog into the Bay of 
Bongol. Tho prlnoipol of thoee arms of the sea, prooooding from 
west to east, are the lUimangal, Hftlanoh&, Bora BfaigA, UorjiU, 

Bftn^ft and Hariogh&t&. Tho other large riven of the 
Sundorbans, whiob are oosoeoted with tboie above montioned, 
are the Poseur (also oalled Fusnxr or Pusui), Bisbkh&li, Thl- 
kwiia, Kabodsk, Hiri&bb&ng&, Kholpotui, loUhtmatl, fiibsl, 

BbadrO snd BhoU. The minor rivois are innunerable, and ore 
umply obsnnels or oroes'obannels of the above riven 

The sea ooost is fringed by a belt of low-lying swamp sod Eno*s* 
uninhabited jungle extending for many miles inlaDd. From the 
land side the shore shelves out gradually, but in front of it numer* 
one unbuoyed reefs eitend for 18 to 30 miles seawards. The 
whole ooast is full of breakers, and is oonsecpieatly diffloulb 
of approaob except by a few tortuous channels. It is intersected 
by numerous oatnories, but their moatbs ore aften obstructed 
l^ sand bars, whiob effectually prevent the passage of voaseli of 
any sise. The following is a brief ocoounb of the prmdpnl 
estuaries proceeding from west to east. 
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Thi w^siarmoBt estiury m SUolnA ia Uie EaimugftI, irUoh 
from ZilTgaaj downwards marks the boMidcaj between this 
diatriot and the 24-Pargaiiaa. It is formod by the jwxotion, 
about 6 nuloi Irom the eoa, ol three mere, y'a.y the HSrUhhAngi 
to th 9 weat, the Ealmangal rirer m tho'ooatre, md the Junun& 
to the east. It is navigable b; small oraft all the year roimd. 

Four to six lailea eastward of tbo naimaDg:aI is the MSlaaohS 
eetaniy, and a few milee farther to the eastward ie the Bara 
P&ngi> haviiLg ite ohannel eeparatod from the former by Ffttnl 
island. An exteasive reef or dat atretohes out 8} or 4 loagoes 
from this island, on whioh tho ship Faimonih woa lost in 1706. 
Doe south from tho Raimimgal and Mtlaaohfc rivers is the 
Swotah of no ground/’ This oonsiats of a groat natural depres¬ 
sion or liolo in the Day of Don gal, of wbioli a desoription will be 
found in Obapier X7. The nomo UflUnohi hu been AngUoiaed 
OS MoUinehew. 

Tho next eatuary Is the Marjutik river, sitnated or 8 leagues 
to the eastward of Pitnl iAood. It has a wide entranoe, about 4 
or 6 miles, Inside whioh are two islands, oalled the P&ibhhnga 
iilafida. On tU reels bounding the ohannel leading to this river 
the ship Bcrh/fin was lost in 1771. About 10 miles east- 
north-east from its mouth Is a much smaller estuary ooUod 

the Dtogri. . . . „ 

The Hnringh&ia, the easternmost estuary m Xhulnft, is iitua- 
tod about 16 mdea north-«njt of the Bftngra. It has a very 
spaoious entranoe, about 9 miles wide, between two great hanifi, 
whioh proisot from tho land on eaoh side. Although there is a 
bar at the mouth with only 17 foet of water at low tide, the 
navigation ia easier than Umt of any other rivor at the head of 
tho Bay of Bengal. The groat banks or shoals, which have 
formed at eabh side of ths month and axtend aeaward for several 
miles, protect the entrance, and act as breakwaters to tbtf swell. 
The stream is not disturbed by the “bore,” whioh visits tha 
Hooghly and Uie Heghn&, and it is also free from mid-ohaansl 
dangers, it serves os the outlet of Morrellgnnj, a town situated 
on one of Its branohes, the PAog&d, about 60 or 60 miles from its 
mouth. This plaoe was declared a port in 1668 for shipping and 
landing goods daring the north east monsoon; but failod toaUraot 
Stoozhers of tho Inland Steam Navigation Oompaniee, 
however, oaU there, and n fair trade in rice and betal-nuta is 
carried on. 

Ona of the most characteristic features of Khulnl is the large 
number of marshes oalled biit. Many ore of small ose, but 
others are practhnlly shallow inland lakes. Some are mere 
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aeoumulfttionfi of wbte; upon tow47ui^ ground, wMle otbm aro 
natnnl droinago buiiu, (be level of wbioU does not admit of 
drainage. Their foroation ia duo to the oonl^gurahon of the 
dietrlot, vhioh ie divided by the ioUrlaong of the rivera into 
what are practically ialande. Baoh of these ia boonded by 
rivere, and the bigheii level ie along their hanke, eo that the fall 
from all direotione is towards the centre, which again is drained by 
a oroek or Mttf,oommunioatlog with one of the snrroundbg rivers. 

In aome plaoea, the baain thna formed ie on a hurly high leva], 
ond the oaniml dopreeeion, being endloienily high to ba above 
water, at least during lorae months of the year, ie need for 
growing crope. Other such depreesiou are wate^logged, but oao 
still be usod for growing rice; while otbere agun ore inland 
lakea always under water and oannotbe utilised for onltivation. 

The latter are knowo u KU or Jkih, and m oteeptionally 
Dumerouflin Ebulnft. the prinoipal 6th being 34 in number and 
having an area of 303 square miles. The largeet of tbeie is the 
BairJi liU, situated on the east of the JaranuA river in Buian 
parga,\9f whxob ezteudi over 40 equsre milea; bu Itho greater 
part of the hil ie now under cultivation. Othor large 6^ are tho 
D&k&ti&, Pabli, SbAhpur, KorlnUri, Bhunkhoin, Kutahe, and 
DftQobbkcigft. Betides theie roarebei, large • aooumulatione of 
water, oalled bora, aro found in the deserted boda of rivers, 
among wbloh the Khurn and SrIrSmpur bam are ootiosable. 

Tho soil of the diilriot ia oempoaod of recent alluvium and Oaoiosr. 
the moat remarkable fact oonneoted with its goologloal formation 
ie ihore are roosoni for believing that thero hoe been tome 
eubsidenoe of the eountry. Thie theory la oonflnnad by the 
diaooveriee made CO years ago by Oolonel Gaatrell, who wrote:— 

'Wbat maximum height the Smidarbana may have ever formerly 
attained above the mean tide level is utterly unknown; that they 
over were much higher than at present ia, I think, more than 
doubtful. But that a general eubsidenoe has operated over the 
whole extent of the Sundarbaoe, if not of the entire delta, ia, I 
think, quite clear fram the resalt of examination of ontfiogi or 
sections mode in voiioua parte where tanks were being eioavated. 

At £huln&, about twelve miles north of the aeorost Sundarban 
lot, si a depth of eighteen fei?t below tbj) prossnt aorfaoe of the 
ground, and peraUol to it, the roiaains of an old foroet were found, 
oonoistiag entirely of tunin tieea of varioua sues, with theb 
Toota and lower portion of the trunks exactly as they must have 
existed in former d&ys, when all was fresh and green above them; 
whUet aloDgelde them lay the upper portioDS of the trunks, broken 
off and embedded In a thick stratum of old half>deoompciee^ 
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TOgQtibU mould ninoteon mohM is ddptb, from wbioh, when 
first exposed, leavea, grastes asd fonu could readil 7 be eopuated 
and detaobed. Below this were dtlier thinner of do^yi and 
vegetable mould oorreepooding to the Oaloatla peat, wlulat abowe 
was a stratum of orgillaoeoas sand passing into etifi blue 0 U 7 
oontaioing numerous shells. Ono ol the trees was lonnd proje^- 
ing iar into the upper stratum of blue oley. Many of the bees 
were quite decomposed, whilst in others tbo woody fibre was 
nearly perfect.^’ 

Thai this sabsidenoe of the surfaoe of tbe ground is not oon« 
fined to the Sundflrbnns, seems to he confirmed by the f sot that 
stumps of trees bare also been found at Ssaldoh in Ooloutta, at 
various levels down to a depth of 80 feet, or 10 feet bolow the 
peat. Those trees also were proncmooeclrby the Superintendent 
of the Botenioal Gardens to be «oAdi*i, a tree whioh never 
grows to within uz or eight feet oi the lowest tide levels. 16 
grows only on mnd, or where tba sarfaoe is sot too frequently 
flooded to allow of the growth of grass; hut, at the same lime, 
it requires that its roots be oxpoeod to tbo air for at looat 
•everol bouia of each tido. If ^e present lovol of their roots 
eould suddenly become the level of the country, the whole of 
the Bundarbans at least pould be under water; and it appears 
therefore that the deltaic tiaot siretobiog from Xhulcft to 
Calcutta most at some tima have undergone n lubaidenoo. The 
following evidsnoo in support of this view may be quoted from 
tho th$ Otology of Iniia by B. D. Oldham (1899). 

The peat bed is found in all excavations round Oaleutta, 
at a depth varying from about 20 to about tIO foot, and tho same 
stratum appears to ezlond over a large area in tho Dsighbouring 
country. A peaty layer has been noticed at Tort Oanning, 88 
miles to the south-east, and at Kholni, 80 miles east by norths 
always at suob a dopth below tbs present surface, ae to be some 
feet boncath the present mean tide level. In many oi the oases 
notioed, mote ol the eundrf tree were found in the peaty stiattun. 
This tree grows a little above ordinary high •water mark in 
ground liable to flooding, so tb&t in every inetanoe of the roots 
ooeurring below the mean Ude level, there is oonbhislve evideiLOS 
of deprettion. This ovidenoe is confirmed by the ooounenoe of 
pebbles, for it ii extremely improbable that ooaree gravel shoiLld 
have been deposited in water 80 fathoms deep, and large frog* 
ments oonld not have been brought to thoir pieeont position unless 
the streams, whioh now teivene the eount^, had a greater fall 
formerly, or unlen, whioh is perhaps more probable, rooky hills 
existed whioh have now been covered up by alluvial depoaits, 
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Th€ OOU99 gny«U aad aasds, irtuoV forai io ooiuiderabls a 
pnportioa ot, the Iwds trtmMd, oui icanelj W daXtAio aoaamu> 
Utiooi, and it is tbsswCora probabli that whan thaj wara formal, 
tba preaont siU of Oaloolte wu natr tha margin of tha nUuml 
pliun, aud It is qnita poaaibta that s portion of tho Bsj of Bengal 
was dfj land.” 

Ab regardi the oeoao of this sabadanoa Tsrions tboonea have 
been propoondetL One writer, in an artioia pnbUshad in tba 
Cakuilet aeoribaaitto tha w^gfat of tha snparlnoumbent 

aartb and forest. be laje, ** we ooneidar tha nnaabataatUt 
natnra of tba foundation of tba Snndai^iana, whioh, at a diatanot 
of only IdO feat from tha aurfaoa. aoiuasta of a had of 'aanu^diud 
mud 40 faatin ihioknese, and than ramambar the iarrido oonml- 
aioDS th&t hare at diSweat periods ehahao tba delte to its deepest 
foandatioiu, we muei not bo eorprieed to find that the liqaid 
maae, naeble to eupport (be enparioeambent wright, bae rapaatadly 
bolged ont saaward, radudug tha leval of tha delta, eabmerging 
whole forasta, together with tbair fanoa and flora.”* Oolocal 
Oaatrell again oouiderad that, though tha general d^aedon may 
lukva baon caoeed partially in thia way, it was more probahto that 
it woa oausad loddenly during lome great aarth^uakaa. ‘‘The 
fact of ell the trees beiDf, aa a rule. Woken off abort, and none 
bring found atanding at Ehuln& or Saaldab, might in that adee 
be aooountad for by the enormous ware that U anoh a sabaideiKg 
would bare rolled in from tha Bay orar the Sondarbans, destroying 
all in its path. Or luppoemg tha sobridaaea not to hare bean 
general orar the whole at first, ^nd only suffloieni to bare 
aubmergad the root# below low-Ude leral, smd ao kOlad tbam, all 
would ^re dried up aa (hay afood, and aaoomnbad to aome one 
of tha oyolonae that rmut have anbeaquantly swept orer the tract. 
The latter ossomption aaems likely, bacnuse, whilst at ininln^ 
aud Saaldah the trees ware all hroksn ehoti off oloaa fo tha 
ground, etUftiU, whioh is rituotad batween theaa plsoaa, tb^ 
are sfdd to bare baan ioond intact and unbn^en, which oonid nob 
hare bean the ease had a great ware, oaoaed by the sudden 
sabsidanoe of tha coontry, swept in from the Bay orer the 
lor^i in that case, EholiA, hUtU, and Saaldab, supposing the 
lubmaigeuoa gareral, would bare bean aTpoaed and so flared 
Alike, end the trees would hare been equally doWmposad in all 
pUosa The faot of their not bring ao, saams to dourly show 
that tha intridoaoe at ghnlnl was price to that at K&tli, aa in 
tba tint place the tre« were meetly deoompoaed, while in the 

• ««*/<(*« IMU, CaUufcte Bvriw, 16M. 
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Sdoond they vere nofc so.* AU is pore oonjsoturo, liovQTeT> ftud 
ihd Oftosee laay b&To been r&ty diffore&t.^' 

In the north* neH of the district there ore extensive groves 
of date*palms sspedall^ on the ontskirts of villageA. The north* 
eut and centre of the district nro generally innndoted dining 
the i&iny seosoa, only the riror bonks and the grtifinml mousdi 
on habitations ore sitcated rising above the fr^h water 
sea that reeults. Tlieee elevated ombfinknieata are» wlioro sot 
occupied, by gardens, oovorod with a scrubby jungle of semi- 
tponUneoiu spooiee, from which rise bamboos, betol and 
eoooanut p&lms with a low toller trees. The surface of the 
mushes shows oither huge Itretclies of inuudatdii rice or is 
covered with matted floating islets of sedges und grasses and 
vulnxiB water lilies. 

In the Sundsrbans tract a different claea of vegetation is 
fotuid. The portion nearest to the sea, sn intricate system of 
sea-oieeks and half •ioraiod islands, densely do&ed with a tidal 
forest of a purely Malayan type, sepors^ itself spontaneouBly 
fremthe alluvial rice pLua to the north, whoro the river banlu 
at leoet ore liighor, where, tanks oan bo dug that will retain 
fresh water, and where only the lo^or siaeoxae are mo oh effected 
by the tides. This dense forest forms the compact and natural 
Suadarhan province, filled with species to be met nowhere else 
in Bengal save along the eouthern coast of Ohittogong, anj, to a 
minor degree, in the deUa of tho Mshtnadi.* the evergreen 
loreet oovoring'the islands vorlotie mangvotoe bold first plaoo, with 
an undergrowth of climbers Amd herbaceous plant. Two gToga* 
rioue palms mn conepiouous, the Nipti/riUicnNi in the s\vamp8 and 
on the river banka, and the PAanig paludm iu drier loooliriee, 
The former is a low stemless palm, whidh throws up pale yellow- 
green tufts of feathery leaves, often 60 feet long, and besia a 
large head of nats. The latter is a dwarf slender-stemmed palm, 
which ooveba the whole Uudsoape with a carpet of feathery ^onds 
oi (he Uvelleat green, presenting so dense a moss of foliage, that 
when seen from above, the stems are wholly hidden. A remark¬ 
able featnro of the eetuarine] vegetation* is the habit of several 
of the esdsmlo speoios, s.y., Sfriiw'Of Amora, Scnnemlia and 
P/iaNig paJudm,' to send np from their aubterraaeon roots a 
multitude of aerial root-suckers, in some ensee several feet long, 
whtoh act os reapimtory orgons.t 

The following account of the fim^a of the Sundarhatu has 
been contributed by Xieaten&nt*OoloneI D. Proin, x.u.s. 

* 0. TmIii, BUnlt, Ckleutw, 190S. 
t Imf trial Oastetetr ^ India, Yo), X, pp, ISi-lSl. 
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The fiat evhmpj ieUnde eurroniided hj interla^; oreele 
end ohaanele in tho lower delta are oovered with dense fowet. 

The meet plentifiJ and important ipedea ii land}*! (Sgrititra 
minor), whioh ie of larger else and forme a purer foroet where the 
water iu the ohannelfi ie leaet brookiih. A^oiated with aundri 
ore ipodee oi Jmcofo, Sao9ear$9, Oaripa, Jcictriitui, Cin*om4lrat 
Intiia aud Dolichandme. On the banka oi orooki and riven ore 
two ^eoieaof Scnnet’aHa, a Ouropn, a Sorrinptonfa, Si6im* Hlia~ 
otu/it JJt'omlovlOi Ponffumla^ two Ztelhorgiat, a Cmalpinfa, Aviem^ 
uia, /ieanllma ilioi/oliw, Otrborc, JSgieorat, ^gialitu, Pietn/ai 
paludm, and eerrml other eh^a'^ and climban. Tlieae ore 
aepeoally pleAifol la the northern parta, where eomo of them 
extend Into the swamp foreetSf ocdi with Tamnriet Pnndanut, 
Oaiomut, Fhgelloi'ia aad some othm, lorm a rather dense under* 
growth; elsowhoro tho mdergrowth is vor^ scanty, With tboee 
plants on northern river bonks some Tnoogrovei, eepedollj Kdndelia 
and Brvguifi'o, uo oisooiated. As tho infiuenoo oi the j^dea 
iaoreasee, the nmogroTes baoome more numerous, Ooricp» and 
Rh/woylcra now appearing with the others, till at leogth the 
riparian Teget&tion is oUogethor mangrora. Bj this time too, 

Oftadii smd iU nssodatee largelj disappear from the swamp forests, 
which ore now mainly composed of gtoA {Szcaemia ^{/aUook^. 
Keorar the boo , gtri in turn disappear, and the forest is almoab 
exolnaivly composed of mangrovea. This pure moogroTe fottet^ 
sometimee extols into the tides, bat at other times is separated 
from tho waves along thewm face b/ a line of low's&nd hills on 
which reappear some of tbe swamp forest spamos, aooomp&Died 
howoTer bj a . few plants ohanoterisUo of oilier Asiatic shores, 

Like Erj/lArinn indioo, T/io$pma populnea, Ft0U9 Jiiifnpbiit and 
others, for which the oonditions present' in the swampy iaUnds 
appear to bo unsnitod. 

The wild animals of IQmU& indads tiger, leopard, tbinoosroa, vavsa. 
wild buflalo, wild pig, wild oat, door, porcupins, otters and 
monkeys. These animoli are found for tho most port in the 
Sundorbaos to the sooth and are oomparatiTely soaroe in the 
settled tracts to tbe north. Iho rhinoceros was formerly 
oommori, and Alexander Hamilton, writing of the Sundckrbaiis 
in 1797, described them as containing many of these animals. 

The tongue of the tbinoosros,*' he odds, “is somewhat of a 
rarity, for if ho can but get any of bis ontogonists down ho 
will Uok them so clean that ho leaves no skm or flesh to com 
thoir bones.” Bvon os late os 16fl9 we find It stated .that the 
country at the mouths of the hUlsuold and lUimsogol rivers was 
i^ifested by rhinoceros and deer, the whole ground, being out 
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np bytbeli ieei Both riuaooeroa and IraffaloM luTe now boon 
a^ooit extomin&tod by natiTo $hikari»~ Tigort, UoweyeT> ore 
oxoflptionaUy diutiotoua^ and aa many of tbom aro man'Caten^ 
tbay Old litorally a aoourgo in tbo foi^ii area. Tliii ia no naw 
foaturo, for 30 yeaio ago Sii* Jamon Woatland montiouad one eiwK 
bnito who naa an objooi of dread over a lorgo tract' of laiid. 

“ Hardly n week paaaed but tboia wore one or two roporU of 
people ooniod off by lim, and be ueod to bo povieotly well 
known. Ho bod npparoutly a oliormod life. One day be come 
on board on Euglielimnn'e boat and coolly walked olT with one 
or two of hie oareman. Tbo ^ngliihinan lovelled a blunderbusa at 
hiin, but the inatniment buret, and while it much injured 11m 
abooter, the tiger got off aoot*froo. On another oooAsion the eaine 
.tiger poaaed within a iow yardi of a gentleman who woa 
aoanitomed to and prepared for euoh inter^ewa. Ho of coune 
fired, but agun the beaet eeoaped aoatbeleae. Thia peat woa 
.finally killed by 3£r. Hoirall of Hotrollgonj, who Uid wait for 
hltDf abutting himaelJ up in an iron cogs. The tiger waa only 
Beverely wounded by the abot, and ha charged and knocked orer 
the oago •, but tbo casation of hie lavagee ^owed that the wound 
bad a morUl c9eot.’* 

Thee a bmtee, who will awim broad atreama in aearoh of prey, 
tse juatly dreaded by tlioee wboae businesB iokea them into 
tbe'fore^. No woodcutter will go there to ent woq^ unlesa 
accompanied by a /ali\r, who ie eupposed to have power over 
tigen and other wild atdmala. Before commencing work, the 
/ihr aaaemblee all the woodcutters of his party, oleara a apace 
at the edge of the foreat, and eracta a number of tcuiUliko hute, 
in which he places images of various doilies, to which oiferiugt 
are made. 'When thie baa been done, tbe allotment is cooalder^ 
free of tigers; and each woodcutter, before oommenoiog work, 
makea an offering to the jungle deitiee, by which act be ie 
enppoeed to have gained a right to their protection. In the event 
of any Of the party being carried off by a tiger, tho/oAif*deoampe, 
and the woodcutters place fings at the most promioent ocmers of ' 
tbe allotment to warn cfl others. 

Tbe dilQoulty of cleoilegtbe forcet of these brutes ia naturally 
very groat owing to the deneo jungle, and it bae lomeKmee 
happened that while the aporisman imagined that be wae follow¬ 
ing up a tiger, the tiger was stalking him. No lose than 101 
men were'killed by tigen in the dundarbone forests in 1905-06, 
and 88 in 190d*07. Inordor, if possible, io reduce tbeir numbers, 
Government pays a reward of Ha. 60 for each tiger shot east of 
the Baesur river and Be. 100 f o; eadh of those to the weat of it, 
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XUg&Tdicg the oaosee of the preTelenoe of moa-eaticg tigeri> 

Biv Henry Parrington, Hopnty OoBBomtoi of Powta,^formerly 
IB. ohorgo of the SundatbaoB Dirieion, • vntos i““ This ie pro¬ 
bably the rerolt of their being fired at by native 
who, at A rule, only use small slugs which worad and irritate 
tho tiger without billing it. The diminution in the number of 
deer caused by wholwale slaughter by natire thiksnt oUo tends 
to maVc tigers moa-eaters, for it is obTious that, in fmeila with 
A nonnd slock of tigers would have no diffloolty what¬ 
ever in getting a living and would eoosidei-ately avoid monkiod. 
Even a con firmed mon-ealsr woyld be leei harmful if deec 
were in abimdsaoe. It is also a ourious fact that man-eatei* 
ore far worse in thoae looalitiw most fm^uentod by native 
t/ii/rdHi,*’ With tefersnoo to these remarks^ howevM, it may be 
observed that the mau-eating propensities of tigoti in the 
Sundarboas Hpito been notorious foe over two oeaturiee. 
Bernier, desoribing this tcoot in the Utter hsU of the 17th' 
eeotury, writee:—“It is in many plaoes dangerous to land, 
and great core must be hod that the boat, which during the 
night is faitoDCd to a tree, bo kept at eome disUnoe from the 
sho^^ for it oonetantly heppons that some persons or onotbor 
falls a prey to Ugon. These foromoue animals sre very apt, 
it ii said, to sntei' into the boat itself, while tbs psople.ore 
osloep, end to oarry away some viollm, who, if we are to believe 
the bcatmen of the oouatry, gonersUy bappeai to be the itoutost 
and fattest of the psrty.“ It may be added that in the 
enudarbans n tiger is called n tldi, which in olhor ports of Bengal 
means a jackal. 

Leopards ore also numerous in the Sundarbani and in newly 
reclaimed lend, where they take up their quarters iu thioksts 
near human habitaiioui and carry off cattle and other enimole. 
Lately one oppeared in the outakirls of the town of Khulai, but 
. WM seared away after it had managed U kill a thws-legged oow. 
Wild piga ore numerous and destrootive to the crops, and dser 
^ also do great damoge in November and Deoember when the rica 
has not reached maturity; they inolude Spotted deer, barkbg 
deer and hog deer, but the moat common is swtted deer- 

The game birds of the distriot Inolude wdd goose, wild duck, Bird*, 
cranes, jungle-fowl, snipe, partridge, and nume^ wa^.fowl, 
which are oommon both in the Sundaibans ond m the large 
situated in tiie interior- Among other birds may be mentioned 
odiutonte of two kinds, one the common Ardtt poanUa, fte 
other the marabout adjutant, from which is obtained the beautiful 
feathers bearing that name, fishing and other esglea, vultures, 
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kitM, hftwki, owlfl, tnnh4$, doyw, parcoqu«ts> flioatob^rs, oriolee^ 
voodpeokOTBt landpipeii, dgrots, wadors, small and large epoon* 
bill 01 pelmojia; atorka, podd; birds, lierons, eie. 

TKe rivei’B and astuann aro infeatod viUi orocodiloe, '(vlucK 
are ezoeptlonallj' nuaereua in tbo Modliumati and Bboirab,^ 
vbile in tbe Sundarbass ihey ore so abuodani that it is not 
safe io batbo o:coept at pYaooe specially proiootod by paltaodos 
o£ bamboos ov wooden stakes. Eyen this preoaution somotimos 
foils. InetanooB bavo frequently boon known oi crocodiles 
entering within, the palisadoa from the land side during the 
nigbt. In the morning the drat notioe of tho UIddon dangor is 
the etniggles and shrloki of some unfortnnato woman eelaod 
and dragged under water. A etrihiog insUnoo of ibeir audamiy 
is os record. Many yean ago at KbulnS a gang of oonriota . 
were b«ng inspeotrd. by the Magisirate ptior to their being 
sent off to ano&er and more distant jail. The men, number¬ 
ing with their guards about fiO, wero drawn up in line on 
the raised embankment of the rlyer, and tho esaminaticn was 
pooeeding, wbeu a crocodile nxsbod up the bonk, seised a prisoner 
by tba legSf dragged him from the ranks, and in a moraent, before 
any aewtanoe could poeaibly be rondered, hod plnngod into, tho 
zirer and disappeared. Sharks, also, aro by no means uncommon 
m the larger streams and estuaries. 

Pish also abound in nearly all the riyers and cetnoriee. 
The most yaluable dab oaaght in the estoariss and oetaaiiDe 
rivers are different kinds of mugOs and Pf>ijfMmu8 and the 
well-known thetki (ZaUi ca^car(/h'}. The delicious fapai (Po/y- 
nemua jjaradtuut) is also found in some of the tidal riyers, such 
os the Fsssur, and the hUtS {Olupta Uialia) in the Hadhum&tf. 
The Bundaibans, in foot, form the most yaluable of the estuarine 
fisheries in Bengal, for tho Domerous waterways are full of 
fish and orustacea, and in Khnln& thin source of fish sopp^ 
hoe barely been tapped. Fish are also nomarous in the 
rfyerst but the deterioristion of their channels oaosad by the 
receding of the Qaoges water has seriously affeoted tho supply. 
They haye now become tidal, and tbo water is coBsequently 
brackisb, so that carp haro already deserted them. The 6ik 

bM yaluable fisheries. In tho rains they afford spawn¬ 
ing ground for numerous Tarieties of 6sb, and shelter to all 
daring the dry season. Moreoyer, being usually f oU of hardy 
aqnstio weeds and floating plants of yarioos kii^, they are 
not open to Bee netting ond ero immune frota modes of capture 
which* might exhaust the supply. The water being praoii- 
osUy. stagn^t 4 .i^ot fayonrable to oaip life, and ^ Ivger 
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9n tho proper homa ol fa)i ce filimlnng p«rch 

(Oifuvtt tingi [S^eetArart^ Jhttiiu) ajxd t boat 

o( otber fisb, vbk^ ihorzgli dufc and nufiigbtly, and oitan of. 

• amaU aua> nra bighlj priced ^ Ibe people an alTordiog noEHahin^ 
food, eapecuU/ the oonydoeoeni., tbe gradual dlUng 

np oi die tSTeia and inseaan^ preasoie of population, 
howeyor, ibe bits are l>£ng redaimrd and 'bm^bt ati^ oolti* 
radon oanoag a correapondiBg itdaotiou of die flaW; am. 
Nunerona Sab ace also foaud in the tnnto vbkih abound in tbe 
district for ib ia not poa&ble to liuld a house except on the bank 
of a rirar, without first T&lring the land widi earth and thereby 
ezoarating a tank. 

• The fici shore menrioaed ii ona of the moat onriona £ah found 
in the diatriot. It is an nglj, roraeiona little fiah about 5 iaohsa 
in length, of a mottled brown and jellov m^ouc. Numbers of 
ibetn znaj be seen banging on to the mangrore sterna bj ipinsa 
arranged along tha margin of the giUa, three or four feet abore 
the level oi Ihe receding tide, fr^ irhidb cievaiaoc thef drop 
into the 7 atar b^ Boor e a when diatorbed hy a boat or a ateamar 
pasaisg; or ihej 1347 be seen doondcffing about upon the black 
mad, iphore the 7 lie in hnndreda annning tb^ nglj UtUe bodice. 

The aeawos in Eholni are aabetantiallj tha same aa in Ci.iiira.* 
other parts of Lower Bengal. The winter aeti in the begmoing 
oi Leoember and lasts till the m^dle of PebTaaz 7 . These are 
ood mmthi with a preyailing north-west wind aiLd a heeT 7 dew 
. at night, but are trying to pencna predisposed to rheamatism. 

From the middle of Febraary to Ute cod of bfanb, a period 
IddaH; regarded as the qpring^ the-wind yeeta roond from the 
north-wwt to tha aou^ and ia often yiriable. It ia tolerablf 
hot daring the day time, and ia irirly cool at night, when thers- 
is oftsa heavy d^. Tb* weather beogmes yeiy hot ia April 
and oontinuest 0 be ao till the miMle of June, when the tempera- 
tore ii Lowered by the setting in of the monsoon. Sat even 
daring the rams the heat it oftm i great, and if there ia no reia 
for a week or so, it becomsa extremely aoltry. The leans abate 
tn September, when the heat again beeomaa trying and the 
atmosphere aieas^. Ootob^ and Koyembez may be tenned the 
aatumn in Utia diatriot; and the oold weather may be said lo 
begin In Nowember. By Jaoiury it is often quite oold. 

The a>ande known as the ‘^Barisal gana,*’ because they B*Aui 
resemble the report of cannon or loud axploBoss, are heard in this 
diatriot daring the soath-weat monsoon and niny season. They 
appear to come from the eonth cr aon^-east, it., from the asa- 
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board, and are nn&Uy he&id distinoil^ a^tar a heary fall ol ruQ 
or on the oaaaatiozi of a aqiiall, generally while the tido la risiog* 
Mr. H. J. Bainey, a zomindiir of iCUuln&, baa pointed ont one 
ouioua oireumatancQ, via., that the direction of the eounds 
appears to travel inTariably along the couiee of the atroama that 
diaobarge ihemadroti into fhe Bay. **Thu UTonmetanoo,” he 
Bays, X have carofolly ohaorved for a sonoe of years, and henoe I 
indicated the nouea ea coming trota the* Bea*boajd. Ehuln& ia 
situated on the ooniluonoe of the riTore BhEurab and Bilpaft (the 
latter a loool name for the continuation of tho Pasaur), wMoh 
run respecldvely north* and east of it; and whon I was roeiding 
there, I notioed that the aonnda appeared to come from the aontli* 
east, while now that I axu living oorosa tho llupaa, on thqweat 
aide of it, the noiaes ate heard from the eouth^weet.”* • 

AiipfaU. The rainy season hegioe about the middle of June and 
ooniinuea till October. Bat in the latter part of hfaroh, during 
April and aometimee in Hay, the nortii-weet wind bringe in 
showen between 3 or 4 o’olooh in the afternoon accompanied 
by jightniog. The anonal average rainfall for the whole diatriot 
U 65'117' inohea, of which 6*45 inehce fall in Hoy, 12*76 inobea 
in June, 13 10 mchea in Jnly, 12*32 inohee in August, ^*55 inchca 
in September and 5*21 inches lo Ootober. The following table 
ahewe for the cold, hot and rainy aoasona tha rainfall recorded 
at the difFereot rein regiateruig stotiona, the Agnros shown being 


* ProCMAnfc of tha IsImUb Society, Dangol, 1870, j>j>. 940, S44, 391. 
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HISTOBT. 

Xet prelmtorio times, Khulna is iMHeTed ^ Lars fcrmod port of Psimi. 
the dolt^ tnot kno’vn as Baago. In the AUarej/a Aronpala 
tbo inhabitantB cd this tract are ispreBentod as eaten of indiam* 

* miaaU food and progenitors of many children, while the 
iiauhit9aina deecribee them as iWing in boats'and growing trana* 
planted rioo for tlisir etapb crop—a description wbioh has 
bean eud to mark them as the ancestors of the Ohand&ls, who 
form a predominant inoe in KltTilna- These references would ^ 
load one to anppose that the people of the lower deltn were in a 
. very low state of drilimtion, hut later acoomits show th^ this 
tiatf had become a populous and oiTilized country It appears 
to bare formed part of the kingdom of SomataU, a pfima meaning 
the low-lying oonntiy near the sea. As early as the fourth 
century A«D. the bon^ueets ol Soanudra Gupta extended as far os 
Samatata, and in the seventh oentory A .D. we find the Chinees 
• traveller Hiuen Taong describing it as a low*lying oountiy 
bordering on the great sea, lioh in oropa, flowers and frnita. 

“The dimate’' he said, “is soft and the*habits of the people 
agreeable. The men are nmall of etature end of black 
complexion, hat hardy by natare end diligent in the acquisition 
of leaning. There are some 30 Buddhist mocatterics with 
some 2,000 prlosta and 100 Hindu teenplea, while the naked 
aecetios coU^ Iligrzmthas are also enmeroua.” From this 
oocoont it would appear that ike doctrines of Buddha had spread 
* * to the south of the 0angetic delta. The royal fsnuly eeeme 

also to have exobraoedBuddhlsn], for one of them, Sil&bhadfa, 
whom Hiuen Tsiivng met in hCagadha, was ar venerable old 
Buddhist eoholar, w^e another native of Samatata, Indidbhadza, 
who was perhaps a apiritaol desoendant of 8il5bhadia, set 
up a fine hi^sise image of Buddha at Bodh 6ay&.* Xxiter, in 
the llth century A.B., this tract formed port of Bagri, a 
name given to the Bouthsrn deltuo portion of the kingdom of 
BallU 8en. 


• mport AkK S«rr. loi ecr ]»C8.04 (p. ffS). 
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Tiiesd rafdrouods, fragmonfory os are, cannot be said to 
have epooUl applfondoii to tbe traot inclnddd in tho proeont 
dublot of Ehulnft. Indeed, it bu boon bold tbot in t)i6 oarly 
agofi this ]Mvt of (Uo delta Lad not yoi boon forinod. Tbua, BAbu 
Nab!n Ghfindra Dfia vriioB In A Hod ou (ht AueifNi Oco^rfipf/jf of 
ifi probable Umt tlio dangos originally mot the 
eo4 in tLo baot wUioIi nowforuie ibo dfetriot of Murahid&bScl 
l^abodwlp (KadiA, novr ieloe). Lowor Bongid, or tlio della o£ iLo 
CUngoa and tlio Brahmaputra, woe tlion a part of tlio soa, vlnoli 
generally reoodod lOUlLwaids in tbo oouno oi timo, a theory 
whioh roDoiTee oorrobomtion from other (xuortors also/’ This 
ooTToborafivo oridouoo is eot forth by the author 00 follows:^ 
** Wo And in the Uakdi\/hOmla, Vam (Oh. I Id), that 

Tudhiethira oame £0 the ICauaikT TiHha (xunolion of tho 
Knusi or ICuai and tbo Ganges, opposite Oolgong), and found tbs 
lea beyond, irith AOO riveiB flowing into it. SUl B&ia in Lie 
hoghuvoma (Oanto irl speaks of tbo army of Raghu as having 
flowed, like the Ganges, lod by Dhaglrath, to ibe euUm ooeau 
and oon^iuered the SuhnAe, ou tbs sea^ebors dark with palm troos, 
and the Yangae, who fought with boats and orootod monuments 
on tbo isles at lbs mouth of tho Oangoe. The oaslem ooaan 
meant 11 the Bsy of Bongal, wbiob tlion probably loUod her 
waves up to. Iho aub'Hitnolayan iraot oast of Anga (Bhigalpur) 
and west of DCimrupa (Assam). Tho presont Bay con hardly bo 
said to bo east of Ajodhyfti wbenoe the army had mdrohsd down 
eastwards, aooordiag to tbo geography of tho linos os known Co 
KlIlD&u.” 

Tho onrliest tradiliotLS oi the distrioL sre oonnsoted not with 
any ancient Buddhist or Hindu kingdom but with a Muhnin* 
iD<^ao oalled Kb&n JahAn All or more generally KbAnja All. 
Local legend relates tbit be osmo here over four oentuiies ago to 
reoUim and cultivate tho SnndsTbane, wbioh were then waste and 
oovered with forest. He is esld to have obtaiasd a grant of ibis 
part of the oountry from the ICing of Bengal or the Emperor of 
PeUd, and one aooount, by a oommon asa^roniim, says that be 
was a oourtier^ of Akber. Tbe story runs that a lAiinpJii bad 
promised to give the Emperor a valuable present, hot wbon he 
oaoie, th,e Emperor was asleep and Khflnja All was fanning him. 
KbAnja All being foorful of disturbing tho Emperor, the holy 
man refused to wait, hut before ho Ml, bleaed Kbinja Ali 
and made over the gift to him* k'leased with the oonduot of his 
ecjurtier, tbe Emperor bade him retain the present and furtber 
ordered that he should be given a grant of money and* any land 
oh wluoh he obose to'isUlo. KhOnja All then left the ouiirt aud' 
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oune vith a anmber ol foKovdrt to the Sundarbaus, wboro 
ho roclftimed a raot troot oi jungle. He io reprceeuted (4 merolung 
ihiough the district with 60»000 men xuekmg his road os 
ko went alopg, and as ooltllng flziollj’ at Bfigborb&t. Tiodition 
oeeignB to kim TOmAioe foaol in. tstIoub po^ oi tfio diotriot, 
oopooicJtj' tboao near Bsghorh&t; and be is orodited with 
buQdiog 360 mosqnoa with itone brought from Ohitiagong, and 
oleo with digging SCO tanks oallod after bio loading followeie— 
Bakbtij&i ^&n, llchti;&n ShRn» Alom IHian, S^at Kbftu» 
Abmod Blhln, I)arii RhSn, oto. In his old ege he ronounoed 
worldly affairi and lived the life of an asoetio in BAgharb&t, 
where bis tomb may still bo soon with an insoription* saying that 
he left this world for a better one in the year 863 A.H., 

1460 A.D. He ia now legardod uhaTing.boea a great warrior 
and a holy saint in bis llfoUino, and hia tomb is a plsoe of 
pilgrimage. * 

Apart from legend, wo Imow Little of Uiia early Muham* 
madan ruler. Even the namo popnluly given to )iim (KbAn 
J'ab&n AlT, corrupted by the lustio tongue into JCbinja All) is 
not warranted, for ip the ineoription on bie tomb ho ie simply 
referred to by his title Khln JaliAn. It appears eertew, however, 
that ho woi the Giororaor of this part of the country in tho 
time of Ksel^ad•dla Mahmud Sh&h (I4(42«d0); and it is possible, 
u pointed out by Profeeior Bloobminn, that ho may be 
idontieal with a oertaia ITbwija Johin mentioned in an ineorip* 
lion at Baooa, which saye th'st tho enliimoe to a moiqao woe 
erected by ** a Elhhii whose title is Ehw&ja Jabftn, in the reign 
of Mahmud Sh&b”; the date ol the inscription ootresponds to 
13^1 June 1469.* Beyond this, history cemaine silent, but we 
may accept as true the popular tradition that, besidea bU own 
mausoleum, be erected the moaiue at BigberUit which now 
goes by tho name of the SRtgombas, and that he was one ol the 
earliest reoUimore of the Sundarbons. The legends about him, 
as banded down from father to eon, ere however not without 
historioal value. Jn those legends, writes Br. Bloch, *' KhAn 
JabAn appears ae a holy man and a Btaunch warrior, who wis 
sent out by the Emperor of Delhi to oonquer the distant oountry, 
and who worked groat miraoUs and at^eved wonderful deeds. 
Similar stories of a military odhquoror being turned into a- Fir, 
or of a saint, like the famous ShAh JalAl of 8ylhet, waging war 
against the Inddels, however fabulous in detail, still retain a 
dbrtant eoho of the important political role that was played In 

* S. BWcbflSDn, fftt/i «• JraiU 4»4 Tirti^n J.A.&B., 

Pirt 2, ura (pp. lorios). 
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eorlior ooninriet of MnbonusadAn lolo in India bj Hints and 
Iwdors of ibo gr«at aiQntiu] ordon.*’ * 

KiAKt. ^0 tract of oonntrj round Bfigbshftt, ov«r which Eb&n 
VATAtAD. Jabin nl^, wm known u EbslSfaUbid, t.c., tbo oloeronoe of 
tbd Vicorojr (^o/I/r), and boro tbia namo np till tbo end of 
the 18tb oontoTy. Hco^. anoog tho orooki and junglos, tbo 
Boog^ king Kurai 6hlb (1819*02) oreotod a mint, aiiparonti^ 
in oppoiition to bio fetber Ali^ud-dln Hnoam 8b&b| for 
coino otraok at B3iallfatibid in 1818 dotiog tbo Ufo^Umo of 
ibo Uttor uo itiJl in oniotsnoa. if, howoTcr» ourioui/* 

ProfoosoT Blocbnann wrifos, **that a Uttlo bigbor up on 
tbo Bbaimb, oait of Khnl^ wboro tbo AtbiiabAnki (t?ie 
eigbioon windingo) joina tbo DLiAirab, tlmo io an A]&ipnr> 
ij., AlA-nd*d1n’a towp. Worn it not for tbo diotmot itatonont 
of tbo JRiySu-t-SsiHU tbit AlA'nd'dln, altar arriviag ao on 
adtontuior m Bongal, oottlod at ObfiLdpar (a wj common 
nano} in Rldbl diatriot» iJ., woot of tbo Hngbli, I would bo 
p inolinod to idonUf/ tbo Obiadpor noar Ibio Aliipur ai tbo plooo 
wboro tbo Huiam t^Tnaolj of Boogol kings bad ito bomo^ 
Mpedallj bocanoo Huoaio dnt obtained powor in tbo ad}aoont 
diotrict of Forldpur (FatbAbod), wb«to bis oarlioit ooini aro 
•tmok.*Y Another oroomstsBco wbioh appears to onpport ibs 
iho9T7 of Prof MMr Bloohmann about tbo of Hnsain Sbftb’i 
adopted homo is that tbo osibm of Unoain Sb&b, bio brotbor 
Ts^ SbAb and bio oona Miorat.ShAband MabmudSh&b aro 
fonnd in ooonootion with Mvarsl parffana* of £balaA> Jooioro and 
Faridpxzr, nob ao Naitatobibi, ICahmudshlhi, Ynovfsbtbi and 
Uobanunadibfd.f 

SQbooqnttU/ tbo name EballfaUbId wio giron to a nrkdr or 
dUtrict of tbo bfogbal om^ro oompriang onxly tbo wbolo cf tbo 
north of tbo pnoont distriet lltn Singh io $Mld to bavo given 
in tbio $arkSr to tbo Afghino of Oriaia sftor bo bad oro^od 
tboir rebellioa in 1890|; and we find it doooribod in tbo Am^i- 
Jkbari ao abounding in eJ^pbaato and long popper. Among tbo 
. makaii inolndcd in it tbo AiM»UAkha*i meotiono makdl Tali, with 
ito chief town at T&U on tbo Kabadak and Ka^lmnni near ii» and 
then moAiU S4boo> KhaUipttr, Obojulia, Hing dii and falimibftd (or 
SnlaiminAbtd) north of tbo modora l^rrsllgan]. Nortb»weft of 


* ArckMloft«i] Sum; At (odio. Atesel Bipert, 1M04 

t &. BlocOseaa. 94tgr^i§ ad BitUrf ^ fol ii, Fart t. 

U7S (pp. as ?•»). 

S AUui Btlkk, •f U* £<ra<«.«>6ia(iii (CtlnU*, lOM), 

(ootBoU b pp. 13^8. 
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tbi Iftttav wu HaT«U E3iAllf*Ubid oorraspoadui^ with the mod«ni 
Bigherh&i. Tha north*6Mt«m oorber oi the dutnot wu iaoludod 
iu urHf S&tgeon. end hare the nemee of two makdit ate preeerred 
ux the modem thinea of Eel&iroe end MignriU E3xel]fot&hid ie ooe 
of the dTO towiu in the Bnoderhani entered in Ten dea Smoke’a 
mep of 1060, where it eppeera undor the nemo of OnipitATec; 
the tonsinetion dwe ie olearlj the eime ee dW, and Onipit ie e 
oornxption of Kbelipat^ i.i.t Khalifat, the lotted p often haing 
adbeUtated in BeingeU fi>r f, 0 ./^ Rio^or bdoomoa Pirojpnr * 

Towarda the end of tlie l^db oentary the beet now inoliided 
in the dietriot eppeare to have bean ralad over hj PreUpIdltja, 
the Hindn hero of the Sundaibana, whcee adveatana have been 
oommemorated in aerorel worice, the Vidi/i Sundar by Bh&rat 
Ghaadia, iht Jidji ProldpAdttpm O^U9 by Bim Bin Baio, and 
an ahotraot of the laet work hj HarUohaadra Tarkfllankir. 

Porhapa the meet oomprehaiwve wuk, howevar, i« PraUpidii^a 
hy B&bn NikbU Kith Bad, a.L., a BeagaU work pubbthed at 
OalouCta In IDOO. A Bengali play of the nne name bee alio 
bees written leoently by Pa^t KaUrod Praaid Vidykbenode, m.a. * 

The etory of the life of FraUpiditya, aa bailed down byL^sdirj 
tradition, ia that daring the mle of Snlaimin Eaiarint, king 
Bongal from 1C6& io 1672, one Eico Obendr*, elfiyaathoi 
Eaatam Bengal, eane to San, with hia three aoni, BhaUsand, 
Ounftnaad, and Sirioaod, aod thffe obtvned an appointment in 
the Peveaua Departmeat of the State. SiTinand, hie youngait 
eon, waa erontnally Tweed to (be porition of obief kinvnffo, while 
SiTinaad’e sephewa, Srihari {or firfdhar) tbo aoa of BhaUoasd 
and tTiaakiballabb, the eon of ChmineDd, beoame great favouTitoa 
of Hiud Khin, who aaoeaeded hii father, Snlaimin Eiuartn], aa 
king of Bengal By him Srlhori wu given fhetirle of E&jl 
Blkramiditye and mede ehief minieter, while Jisakxballebh wae 
mede hie o^ef rerenna offloer nnder the name of Baaant lUi. 

Sabeequeotly, vdien Bind Khio rebriled against the Bmperot 
Akber and an imperial army was marching on Saar, Bind Xhin 
dad from hie kingdom after estMaUng all hie wealth to Bikraizii* 
ditya aod Baaant Rai, with ordwe to remove it to some place of 
lefety. Tbe two cousine then took all they coold la7 their hands 
on to a honm they bad reoeoUy boiU on the hanks ^ tbe Jamuoi 
In theSuederhaaa So great, it is said, wji tbe treucre thne 
removed that the ep^endonr of the oity of Qenr wee tiuniferred to 
this new esttlement, which was tbenfoie given the same of 
Teaohera (now eoimpted to JaeMse) meaning depriving of 

*’B. BlMkatoo. S*tt4rf tf r<iA6,Pirtl,r«l. 
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glory." Another «pluwtfoTk wHoh bas boea saggeatad U that 
the Dome meana that other glorious dties oompored with this oity 
had no glory and that Yaflohom is eqoiTalaat to “ supremely 
gloiiooa" The site of the efty they founded is at lewartpur in 

thisdieiriot. • , , 

Not only bad DiknamSditya and Baeant Rai taken away with 
tliom tho king’s treaaure, bnt also ell Iho Stato pnporfl. Aeocrd- 
ingly, frfter the onpturo ot Boat in 1374, Bija Todar Mai 
demanded kh^ loadtulion; and they were given up hy the 
ocuains on oondilion that they wore allowed to votoTn the tarritory 
in whioh they had soCtlod, olaitning that it had boon granted to 
them by Band KUn. For a long time thweafter BAjh DiknwDi* 
ditya and Biji Bosant Rai ruled jointly over Taiohara. 

Nov Bikramhditya had a son, named Pratlplidilya (often 
albreviotod to PraUp), of whom it wos predicted that he would 
supplant hii father, Even in his early youth Prat&plditya was 
distinguished for his ahilily and prowea, ond the old B4j4 began 
to feer the fulfilment of the prrcUoiion and torsuspoot that tho 
young prinoe would not only, supplant him but aleo kiH Baaont 
IW whom the old IUJ4 loved moro th^ hie own son. Pmed 
with these wspioions BikramAdItya pwsnaded Boeonta lUl, muoh 
against his will, to agree to send him to Agra. Pratlplditya 
obeyed their orders, hut, in his turn suspected that his unole had 
oontrivod to remove him from Jeesore merely in order to inoteaso 
his own power there In the present and to seoure the prioapality 
for hie own ohildroo in tho fuluw. At Agra Pratdpfldityo won the 
favour of the Emperor by his princely appooranoe, winning 
manners and ready wit, and lo a short time was granted o iewd 
makinghimaRliftandoonferring on him his father’s tenitory. 
He then returned to Yaeohara and, having supplanted his father, 
removed the seat of government to Dhumghfit. 

For 0 time Pratfipaditya prospered sroeedingly. He adorn¬ 
ed his kmgdom with noble buildings, made roads, hnilt temples, 
dug tanks and wedls, and, in foot, did everything that a sovereign 
ooiSd do for tho welfare of his subjeots, The limits of hit kingdom 
ouiokly eltended, for he made war on hie nwghhonre and oamo 
off viotorious in every battle till all the euirounding country 
Mknowledged his rule. Ultimately ho deoltt«l himself indepen¬ 
dent of the Emperor of Delhi, and so groat was his power 
that he monogfld to defeat one after another 22 generals sent 
affsinst him. All these euooeeses he owed to tho favour 
of the goddees JoeoreaWarl (Kali), who, pleased with bis 
Rooloua devotion to hereoU and his charity to all flionnd him, 
hod promised that she wouU wd him in every difficulty, and 
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ue 7 dr leave Hm ho kimselC drove lior from his ‘praeenoe. 

Her favour* wu ai lut withdrawn, for PraUpiditj^ a«um^ 
on oTorwoo&ing pride and booamo veiy tTTtnfiioal towards hie 
Buhjeoia, behe^ifig thorn for the l«^ offosoe. Tbe godfea, 
anxioui to rerohe her hleenog, ono da)' oeeuned the dUguiee 
to the B&ji'e daughter, and appeared before him in Court, 
when he was diepeneing hie eo-oalled jutioe by ordering a « 
sweeper womon^s breast Co be out ofl for having preanmod 
to sweep tho nalaoe ooiirt in hie preseoeo. Shooked at the 
impropriety ol hie danghtor, aehe euppoeed her to ho, appoaring 
before him inConrti the IU 3 II order^ her out and told her to 
leave hie polaoe for evor. Tho goddeei then revealed heineli 
and told him that her former hlesang and pronlied aid wei« now 
withdrawn, oe be himself had driven her £r^ his praeenoo. 

The downfall of PraUp&ditaya soon followed. Ono of the 
last and worst nols of hie reign was oomnutted when he 
assassinated Ins nnolo, Baiemt Itni, with all hSieliildren, eroopt 
an infant who woe bid in a field of karJitt or arum plants. The 
infant, B&gbab llai, who, when ho attained manhood, was ^ven 
the name oi Kaobn Kai to voramomorate the way in whiob ho 
escaped, was tnbon by one Bluib&narKl, a Bitfdn of BihraisBdhya, 
to the imperial oourL There he obtsinod the ear of the Umpsror, 
who hearing how hii fether and hrothere hod been aisaasiuatcd, 
directed M&n'bingh, the Covomor of Uengal (16S9*lfi04), to oriuh 
Prallpiditya. IdBn Siugh at last lucoeeded in defeating bisi, 
both beoaneo tbs goddess Jaioretwarl bad tumod bor hack on him, 
and also beoaoee a treaoberous ooui tirr, Bhablnond Mesumd&r, lot 
tbs imperial army by a aecrot route throitgh the Suudarbans. Mtn 
Singb thus eurpris^ the oapital and captured Prat&plditya, who 
was sent a prisoner to Delhi. Baton the way, at Benares, he 
pat an end to bis life by swallowing some poison be kopt oonceoled 
in a vmg, rather than be paraded In an iron cage tbrongb (ho 
streets cri Delhi. Bhabftuaud, from whom the Baj&s of Krubnsgor 
are said to be descended, obtuoed a jd^h' as a reward for the 
services bo bod rendered. 

The traditional account of the rise as d fall of Prat&pRditya giitariui 
is confirmed from other eonrees. In the Tohkdi’i'Akhan we*^^*^®*** 
find a mention of Srfdhar Bengali, who is described on being a 
great favonrite of DUid iLliBn and os having reoeived from 
him the title uf Biji Bihramajit, i.s., Bikromiditya. He and 
Katin ICbin, who hod been Governor of Orissa, conspired against 
Lodi KlAn, the Afnir-vl-ITiiuira or oommandei-rn-obiof ol 
D^ud Kl^n, and had him imprisoned and put to death, for Uiey 
thought that, if he were removed, the oflhis ol Valnland Waair 
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would fall to tliem. Wo aleo flud it stated tliat when Dkfld Khiw 
fled from Pfttna after hie dofeoC the Smperor AkW in XG7d, 
BikrasiRdit^a placed his voluaUee aod ti'eaem^e in a boat and 
followed iiim.* PratBpttditya luu boon IdeutiQed oa the kl&g of 
Ohondeoan, wliiob woe visited lo 1598 by Fruioee Pernoudos and 
his conpaxiion Bominio Bo Joea, tho first Jesnite to visit Bwgal. 

• Fttoandos detonbos Cliandooan or lying half way botwoon Porto 
(Hraado (Ohittagong) ojtd Porto Plooob {probably Betndol), and 
saya that tUo king’s dominions wero so eatausivo tliat it would 
16 or 20 days to travorse tbom. His desoriptlon points io 
the Snndarbsns, for he says that Uio country liad a great trade 
in bass’-wax, which was produced in the jungles, that the 
oouatry wee infested hy daooiu, and that h$ and Ins oompauioo 
scoountered great ilaugen both from them and from tigers 
on tho way to Ohaudocau.t Again, the family rocorda of 
tlie Rftjfts cd Oblufobra or Jesnre atotc that tho foundor of the 
family, Bhabeswar Ral, was given a grant of parpanaf Saiyadpur, 

« Amidpur, Uund&giob& and UaUikpur os a reward for hii eoivicee 

egainst Fratftp&ditya. This grant woe mado by oao of Akbar i 
genorals, Asam IXliftn, or ae bo was oalled aftor he had been 
appointed Tiooroy of Bengal in 1882, HURu Asam. It would 
appear, ^oroforo, that though PratBptdltya gained viotories over 
tbs imperial ormiee and enocoed^d in eluding their attempts to 
capture him, he lost port of bis territory bafore ho was dually 
reduosd. It is probable, moreover, that his viotories wero gained 
over email upoditions, for tho Mughal uxulee were busy in 
endeavoun'ng to (jiiell tho more ssiioss risings of tho AfghAos. 

Jwu(e The idontifioatiou of Obaudooan montiooed above with the 

Moosnu. piaupidilya is due to the resosiohes of Mr« H. Beveridge, 

who writes aa follows in an artiole Jfsiv Svncktfbant 
inhaled in aaoUntUmM f pablishcd in the Jonrosl of the Asiatic 
SooSeby ni Beogal, Yol. XLY, Fart 1,1876. By far the most 
iotoresting aooount of the Bundarbaae is oontained in the letters 
of the tleeuit priests who visited Bakl&« and Jossore in 1899 nod 
1609. Their letters were published by Hioholoi PimoDtaond 
have been traoelated into Letin and Prenob. I was indebted for 
my i&trQduoUt>Q to them to my friend Dr. Wise, who told me 
that they wero quoted in furoiias’ Piipi'imaoe. Extracts from 
the letters and the subsequont hxetory ^ the msuon ate also 
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given by Pierre do Jemo in lue Sittoin <bt chmt phi$ tiu*nor^ 
ahh ffdtnuMeta ZnAt OrinUalm, Bordeaux, 1608>14. 

Bppeere tM who wm b Jamiit Tisltor and 

eUtioned at Go*, eent two piieete, f eraa&dei and Jom, to Saiigel 
in 1398. They left Cochin cs 3rd hCaj, 1598, end airived in Id 
days At the little Pot (Porto Peqaioe). From thenoe they went 
ttp the rtror to Oollo or Ooli,* when they eniTed eight dayi after 
leoTiag the “ Little Port” 'While at OnUo, they were invited by 
the 1U|K oi A pUoe called Ohoodetan (m Italka Ciandecan) to 
|»ay him a vUit, and aocordiogly Fenandei mi Joea theroi ^ ad 
he voe faeonrably reoeited by the tang. One year after theee 
two prieete had ledt Cochin, PimeoU eent two o^er prieete, vii., 
Melobin de Fomeea and Aodrew Bowea, to Bengal, and they 
arrived at Ohiltagong or at Diaogaf eome time in 1599. On 23&d 
Deoember, 1399, Pemandea wrote from Srtpur, giving an aooount 
to Pimento oi the necate el the minion, and on 20th January, 
ICOO, Fonaeoa wrote ironi Obandeoan giving an aeooont of a 
journey which he had made from Dianga to Ohandeoen by way 
of Baku. Foueca’e Utter ia mo* inureeting. He dmibed 
bow he came to Bacola, and bow w*2 the king reoeiTed him, and 
how he gave him lettere patent, aothonsing him to eetabliih 
ohurbbee, etc., thronghont hie dominio&a. He mji that the king 
of Bakli war not Above eight yean of ege, but that he had a 
dieoretion inrpacung hie yean. The king ** aft<r oompUmenta ” 
naked me where 1 via hoond for, and I replied that I wu going 
to the king of Ciandecan, who ia to be the f athar-ia*law of your 
^ghneii. Tbeee )eet wuida eeem to be very important, for the 
king cf Oiandeeeo was, ea I ahaH aftarvardi ahow, no other than 
the famcoa PraUptditya of Jeaeore, and tberefoie thii boy^kisg 
d Baku suzit have been Rljn Chandra who we know 
married Fratipiditya’a daoghUr.” 

Fonieoa &en proceede to deacvtbe the rooU from Baku to 
Ohandecao, regaxdUg which Ih. Bevoridge writaa—** Though 
the good father evidently had an eye for natuial eoenory and wne 
delighted with the woo^ and riTera, it ia evidast that what ha 
admired ao much m&it have i^peaied to many to be ” horrid jnn* 
gle,” and wae very like what ^ Sondaibana now are. In fact, a 
grt^ part of thia deeewipfion <d the route from Bakll to Oiande- 
eania itill applicable to the journey freen BaA&l to Elil!ganj, 
near whioh FraUpiditya’e caiatAl waa oitoated. The chief £fler- 
enoe ii that the progreai of oivflttatinn hea driv^i away the herdi 

• QbIIq b {4<iialhd by Ur. B«vp>d(« vitb BaaM. 
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ot dftBT and soonkaya from Ha ordiaary loatM, thongk tboy aro 
atiU to bo found ia t2io irooda and the deer hare giTOii tbolr 
to cue of the largest of the Sundaxban rirexe (the Hanngblt&)< 
The faithfaljMN of Fojueca'a deeoriptioiL eNioa indioatod by 
hie modestly adnuttm^ that be had nerer seen a rhmooeioe, 
Tdule etadngf (quite troly) that thwo won each auinule in tho 
forest Had he eome aim any town on hie ronte, it is roaeonable 
to auppOM that he would hate mentiosed ii. 

" Foneeoa arrived at Ciandeoanon the 30th Kovomber, and 
there he found Feroandei*e oompaaion Donhuo de Joea> who 
must either have been left there by Fernandae in IdOH, or had 
returned some tune aft«wardi. The king reeeivotl Fonseca with 
groat kindneae^ ao much so, that he says ho does not tliink e 
Ohneiian prinoe ooold have behaved batter. A church was built 
at Oiandeoan, and this was the first ever ereoted in Bengal, and 
was SI noh dediosted to Jeeae Christ Ohittsgong wu the 
eeeond, and then eame the oboreh at Dandel, wbioh was oieoted 
by a Poitognese named Villsloboe. The feir prospeota of the 
mission ae deecribed by Femandoi and Ponaioa were soon over* 
clouded. Pemeodei died in Kovember 1602 in prison at Ohitia- 
gongi ofte? he had been ahamafolly iU-naed and deprivod of 
the sight of an eye; the king of Ciandeoan proved a traitor, and 
killed Carvalho the Poringuese eommaader, and drove out the 
Jesuit priMte. 

'* Leaving these matters, however, for the present, let ui first 
euswer the qoesUon, where wee OUndacan? I rsf^* that 
it is identleal with Frattp&ditya’e oapiiel of Dbumghlit, snd that 
it wia situated near tbe modem £ilTganj. My reaeoas for 
this view are first that Ohandeoan or Ciandeoan is evidently 
the same ea Ohlnd Khlo, and we Icnow from tbe Hietory of 
Bftjft Pratipiditya by Rim Rim Beeo (modsmrsed by Harlib 
TarkllaokOr) that tl^ was the old name of the propwty in 
the Sundarbans, which PraUpiditya's father Vikramfcdi^a got 
from king Dkud. Chind Shin, we are told, had died without 
brin, and eo Bikramidiiya got tbe property. And there is 
nothing In this oontrsdiotory to the faot that Jereore formerly 
belonged to Shtnja ih‘ (Shin Tahin); for EUaja Ah died in 
1459, or about 120 years before TikranUdItya oamo to Jersore, so 
that the latter most have suooeeded to some desoandant of Khe&je 
Alf, and he may very well have borne the name of Ohiad Kbin. 
When the Jew^ prisrts visited Ciandeoan, Pfiiapliditya cannot 
have been very long on the throne, and therefore the old name of 
the beality (Chind Blhan) may etiU have dung to it But besides 
this, Du Janie tells us that after Fernandes had been killed at 
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in 1602, the Jesalt prieeU wratfco Sondip, but tbe:^ 

BOOH Uft it and wont with Corralbo the Forbiguoio oojnmtndor to 
Ciandooan< Tbd king:, of Olonddoftn promUed to befriend tbem, 
but in fact bo woe doteradnod io kill Uar7edbo, and thereby make 
friondfi vilh the king of Aiukac, who wu then very powerful 
and had already taken posecaion of the kingdom of Ihe 

king iba^efore eent for Coryolbo to Jetor,’’and there hod 
him muxdoj’od* The aowe reaobod CiandeoaD, «ja l>u Jamo, 
at midnight, and thle perhaps may ghs u soiqb idea of the 
difitonoe of tho two ploo^ 

•• I do not think that I need add any thing to these remarkB 
except that I hod omilted to mentiou that Fem&ndes visited 
Oiendeoan in October, 1699, and got Letters patent from the king. 

Am on additional preoaotion, Feroudes obt^ned permission ^om 
the king to ham these letters alto signed by the kiog's son, «ho 
woe llien a boy of I'd yeam of age. The boy may hare been 
Uday&ditya, and so be must hare been only 3 or 4 yeara older 
than Him Ohandra IW of Bakl&/' 

Tho visit of Jesuits to the capital of PritApUitya woe slso 
mentioned by Furohos, who wrote—*^The king of Cbendioon 
(wbiob lyeth at tho mouth of the Gangee) ooueid a Jesuit to 
rebeorso tho Decalogue . . . This king and the othere of 
Booola and Aroofis hare admitted the Josnit into their oosntrisi." 

Acoordiag to tradition, l^atApIditya rros one of tho Blrah^st 
Bhuiyns (or Bbuyls), the twelve chiefs who held (he south sod 1**^* 
east of Bengal Lowardi the oLoec of the Idth century. Local 
patriotism, indeed, olaims that Fratlplditya overoame oil the 
other Bhulyle end had undisputed pro ennoenoe, bnt preoedenoe 
should probably be given to Isl ^lu Mosnod'i'Ail of Khier- 
pur. The latt^ is dasoribed by Abul Fcsl os the Uorebond* 

Bhnli or govomor of tho low-lying land noar tloe eea and os the 
ruler ever two^ve great samiod&rs, while Bolph l\tob who vUited 
Sunargoon in 16S6 says that *‘ths chief king of sU these 
oountriea is o&Ued Isaom, nod he ie the chief of oil the other 
kings.’* Apert from this (luoetion, thore eoems no doubt that 
Pratip&ditya woe one of the moit powerful of the B&rah Bhuiyis, 
who, from oeoasioixal ruferenoes in (ho works of Huhummadan 
historiozu supplemented by trsditicn, appear to have been 
nominally vo^^ of the Emperor but prootioelly iodepenient. 

The leeearohcfl of Dr. Wise havo thrown furthst light on these 
rulers and havo aliown that theb power was well attoeled early 
European troTelliffe and missionwiee. Jomc, who derived hie 
informatioa from tho Jesuit iadiers sent to Bengal in 1599, saye 
that the '‘pwfecta’' of the twelve kingdoms govomed by the 
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luDg cf tlkd ?atb&iu united tiieir ioroes and drove oni the 
Mngbale. Tliej obeyed no one, paid no bibiitSf and tkongh the^ 
dieplajed a rojal eplendonr, they did not ooU themeolvea kings 
bat £oicM%, vrbiob U obvionely a lixtin iranalation of Eboiy&s. 
He then goes on to say that iltroo of these chiefs observed 
the reUgion of the coantiy, via. OhaHtUtanuu, Siriptiiamit^ fit 
B/iiatfifiuSt the ronudniog nine vrero HohomiTiAdans. Tho 
three Hindu obiofs are clearly the BhnlyU ef Obandooan, Svlpur 
ozul Baku. D'Avity> wlioee Tvork wm pnbliahod at Paris in 
1Q43» copies this dosoripdon of Bengal, bat glvoe a few additional 
portlonli^ of tbese twelve sovei’eigns, as ho calls tliOTo. The 
most powerful, be informs na, wore those of Siipiu and Obonde- 
can, bat the greatest of oil was Moeondolin or Kaosudalin, U.y 
3fasnsd-i-A2f, the title of ls& Hh£ii of Hhisrpar. Again, 
Seboatien Uoorique, a Spanish monk of the order of Saint 
Angostin, who resided in India from 1(3S8 to 1641, states in his 
Itinerary that the kingdoms of Bengal were divided into 12 
provinoes, among wbich he mentions Obandeoon, and that the 
king of Bengal, who reuded at Gaur, mmtained os vassals 12 
ohiefs in os many distriete, whom tho natives call the Soiaet de 
Settfiah. 

'^ These aathorities/* says Dr.‘^iss, '‘odvonoo oux knowlodge 
oonsiderably. The Bhnyiei aooording to them, bad boon depen> 
dents of the king of Ganr, hut hod aoqoiied indspendenoo hy 
force of arms. They refused to pay tribute or to acknowledge 
dlegiance to any one. From being prefeots appointed by the 
king they bad baoomo kings, with armies and deets at tbair oom* 
mand, ever ready to wage war against each other or to oppose the 
invasione of Fortiignese piratee or Magh froebootcre.’’ The 
attumneot of such indspendenoe can I'oadily be understood when 
it is remembered that Ull the close of the 16 th oantury Akbor's 
empire bad not beeu permanently established in Bengal owing to 
a dangerous military revolt end the persistent rebeUions of the 
Afghans. While the Emperor’s armies were dealing with the 
latter, the BhuiyU of Bengal were able to mainl&n practical 
independence amidst the ewampe and rivers of ^ delta, which 
were a strong natural obstacle to inrasion.* 

After the fall of PratRp&ditya the portion of his territory 
lying within the Khulna district passed into the hands of the 
^jia of Jessore, otherwise known as the OhSnohx& Bij&a. Th^ 
B4jfte traoe iheli descent to Bhabeewat Bu, whom Khin Azim, 
QovemoT of Bengal from 1582*84, rewarded for his servioes 

•D». JkBn WiM, Th4 SSrak SiagSt 9/ Stnfial, J.a.S.B* Vc4, XLIU, 
PaH Jf me, ind Yoi. XL 17, Psrk 1,1876, 
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agunst PratApIditya hy a grant of land ccmpiiBing paryaMt 
S^Todpu, Axnidpur, Mnndfigiobi and ItUllikpur. On liu death 
the pi’Operty patted to hia eon Maht&b B&is Bai (15S&16I9)^ 
who oseutod U&n Singh againrt Frot&paditja, and it wae 
greatly extended hy Manohar Bai (1640-1705), who during hie 
loog life acqniied one parpoAO after another. Flnallyi only a 
few pnrganffd remamed unabeorbed in the eetate of the 
of Jettore, who pnmied a steady poUoy of aggrandisement, no til 
in the lost days of Mogbal mle tba gieater port of tho district 
woe poroelled out between them and a few other aoEnlnddra 

Theee great landholders were a tuihulent and independent 
close, ready at any soitahle opportunity to withhold payment of 
the revenue. Aooordisgly, the Kaw&hs kept a miUtary goTemor 
with a foroe in eooh of the districte, and this officer, who 
was oallod the FanjdOf, exercised sn the part of the Naw&b suffix 
dent power to make it to the interest of zemindir to pay 
&e demand. The ddfvpi, as he was called, appears to have been 
almoet the only Oovomment offioar in the distriot who had any- 
thing to do with oi^l administration. It was hie duty to reoeive 
from the sanund&ra the daooita, lobbers and mnrderen whom they 
had to apprehend, and to try them. He might also receive 
oompl^ts dxieot from the oomplainants, but his judicial autbori^ 
was limited, for, ezoept in petty oases, he bad to submit his 
prooeedings to tiie Nsib NawAh for orders. Neither in theory 
nor in pnoUoe had he any autborliy to eupervise the prooesd> 
isga of the eamindirs, with whom lay praotloally the whole 
administration of the oonntry. They pmd a oartain eum by way 
of excise revenne, and managed excise within the Uoits of ihei/ 
estates exactly as they pleas^. Th^ banded ovex to CloTem> 
ment a oartam sum as daties on internal trade, and were allowed 
in turn to make almost any eraotions they pleased on tradera. 
The duties of poHoe were in their bands, and they or their 
subordinates had also o good deal to do with the adjudicature of 
petty disputes whether orixninal or dvil. 

The general result of this aystem has been well desoribedty 
Sir James Westland. Almost all tba funotlons of admiuiatration 
were heaped upon the aammdfira, and they might do as they 
pleased eo long u they discharged their revenaa SoperTirion 
w&s a mare name, and the oooseqaeacee may be easily imagined. 
The ^amindirs followed the example of Govemment and traos* 
ferred the tnak of administration to subordinates selsctad by them* 
selTes, not with roforenoe io their shility or uprightneas, but 
solely with referanoe to their readincfs to seoure their masters* 
interests. The people were oppreesed that the aamindir might 
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haro Lie reiAf and tkoy vote plau doted is order that tlie 
samfndir'fl BOrvauts migiii become rioh. Tlie 2 aairudAi«t who 
performed all thoir police dulioe on oonh^aot, Icopt up the most 
wretchedly inolBcieDt OBi&hliBlimcntfi fov tlio imrposo ; and daeoiie 
and robboTB piled tboiT pioloMion with vigour, Andiug UUlo 
hindrasoQ ironi the poUco, and eftou Is loaguo wi^ Ihw, and 
ovon witb the samTudAr hiniHlf or hie luglior o01oore» Oomplaiut 
agoiust wrong woe usoloes; the xamTnd&r or hie olQoor liod it 
entirely in hie own option wholhor ho would liaten to it or not: 
and the oomplomaut had Tory little chonoo of roUef, foi* tbo 
oppreeeor wu ofton the samindli’e eervoat, and the plusdorov, 
ereu if tboy took 11) o trouble to beco liiin, would not dnd it 
diffioult to mako f nonde with hie cnptO».’** 

In common with othor Bea«hoard dietriote KhuluH appooie 
to haTO eulTered during the Mughal rule horn the deprodetione 
of Avekancee (bfogh) and Fortugueee (Firinghl) piiatee, whoeo 
galleye ewopt the sea-faoe of iho Sundarbooe and raragod tbo 
▼illagai along the oetuarica. To suoh an oxtent wore Ihoee 
depredatione oarried on that in BennolVa nap a noto ie entered 
that tbo portion of tho Bunclarbane lying in Backorgusgo Imd 
boon depopidatod by tho Mugge.” A vivid aooount of the 
Tavegee of the Portugueee ooriairi bae boon loft by Bernior, who 
writee Tho King of Eakao, who lived in perpetuol droad of 
the hCogoh kept these foreigaere, ai a epooioe of advenood guard, 
for tho protection of hie frontier, permitting them to oooupy a 
seaport oalled Chatigou, and making thorn grauta of land. Ae 
they woro unawed aud uureetrainod by tho govommont, it woe 
not eurpriaing that these rouogodoe pursued no otlier trodo than 
that of rapino and piracy. They eooured the noighhouring aoae 
in light g^eye, called gaUeaasee, entered the namoroue arms and 
branohee of tho Qangee, ravaged the ielande of Lower Bengale, 
and, often poneimtiDg forty or fifty leagues up the country, 
Burpmed and oorriod away the entire pcpolatioc of villagee on 
market days, and at times when the Inhabitante were aesemblod 
for the oelehration of a marriage or some other feetivai The 
maraudsra made slaves of tbeix unhappy oaptlvee, and burnt 
whataver could not be roraoved. It ia owing to these repoaied 
depredations that we see eo many fine islands at the mouth of 
the (Hngee, formerly thiokly peopled, now ontiroly deserted by 
human heinga, and become the desolate bire of tigers and other 
wild beasts.’’ Elsewhere he writee Several of tbo islands, 
nearest to the sea, ere now abandoned by the inhabitants, who 


* J. WetOftnd, JB^orr e* H4 XfiHri«i }fi7a 
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were e^osed to the ettaoks anl raTeg;es of the Amoau pirates. 

At preaeot they ore a dreary waste, vhoreui so liring oreature ie 
seOQ exoopt anUlopee, hogs and wild fowls, attraot iigere, 
whiidh flomettioea swim from one islaiLd to another.** 

Khnlnfi oonnot hare eecapod, for a Mohammadan kUioriozi, 
Shihib-Qd^dTn Tilish, mentions Jesore&nd Hooghly a& places 
they pliindored, and their route would hove heon through this 
dietrwt. Writing in the latter half of the 17th oentiy, he 
describes tliair piraliool r^uds as follows. “From the re^ ot the 
Emperor Akhor, when Bengal woe annexed to the hCughal 
empire, to the time of the aeaqnest of Oh&tg&on daring the 
Tiooroyalty of Sbaista Kh&n, Arakan pirates, both kfagh and 
PiriaghJi used oosetontly to come by the water-roate and plnnder 
Bengal They oarried oO the Hindus and Muslims, male and 
female, great and small, few and many, that they eoald smze, 
pierced the palm? of thoii hands, passed thin canoe through the 
holea and threw them one above another ouder the deck of their 
ships. In same tuannor os grain ia dung to fowl, every 
xaom and evening, they threw down from above uncooked noe io 
the captive &a food. On their retnm to their homes, they 
employed the few hard-lived oaptivea that survived, with great 
disgrace and insult, in tillage and other hard tasks, according to 
their power. Othera were aold to the Dutch, Eluglieh and French 
merchants at the ports of thsDeooaiu Sometimes they brought 
tho oaptivea for sale at a high pidoa to Tamlnk and the port of 
Balcswar, which is a port of the imperial dotniniona and a 
dependency of the province of Orissa. Only the Firingbl pintss 
sold their prisoners. But the Uaght employed all their captives 
in agrioulture and other kinds of service. Hualima underwent 
such oppreesfon in this region of wu* (dir-ul-fuirb) as they hod 
not to snSer in Europe.*'* 

The ^tsdni, f.s., the revenue or fisoal admiuitratioa of Bengal smi 
was transferred to the East India Company in 176fi, but it Bsircsa 
was not until 1701, when a court was opened at Murti ne«r»sii»j( 5 s,'.f 
the towu of Jessore, that British administration was fully 
established in the district. The jurisdioUon of tbs AdSlat, aa 
this oonrt was colled, extended over the present districts of 
Ehulai, Jtfsore and Faridpnr, and the first Judge and 
Magistrate was Mi. TUmon Henokell, whoec adnuii^tration 
made a permanent mark upon the district. “ His aoquamtauoe,“ 
writes Sir James IVestland, “with every subject afleoting his 

* ikdoaiUi Scskar, Tit Piralut/ J.a.8.n., Juri, 3.S07. 
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difltrlot VOS jooei intiaatd; oLd no wrong wos too romotd for 
bie onorgy to grapple witU^ no advantage too distant £or bim 
to alcrivd after. Tke idea of hu administratloQ waa that it was 
the doty of Govemmont to proouro tbe poooo and oonfoit of 
the mass of tbo inhabitants^ thongb it mjg)it involTo some liarm 
in reboot of tbc Companj’s oommoroial intoresls. Tboso views 
wore a little too adTonoed for Lia ago, for ^oro was then too 
great an indinntion on tbo part of Oovommont olEoials to look 
upon the natives ae bom cnly to bo a moaos of profit Co tbo 
Ooupanj. Ur. Honokell was nevw unmlndfol of bis omployors’ 
meroantilo interoste, but he always sat this befoi^ him aa bis 
duty—to guard tbe Clien almost bolpUss nativoi from tbo 
oppressions to wbloli tbey wore sub^ooted by tbo oojnmeroial 
officers of tbo Company as well aa by tlioir own samtnd&za " 

Soon after bis appomtment b£r. Honokell tamed bia attention 
to tbe Sundarbani and there inaoguratod a syetom of roolama- 
tioD, which after cumy vicia&tudee has converted large tracts 
of forest into inunoneo rioo Adds. Two objoots were aimed at—to 
gain a revenue from lands then utterly unproductive, and to 
obtain a roserva of rice agaiust seasons of famine, the orops in tbo 
Stmdarbans being praotioally immune from drougliC. To ensure 
tbeee objeots, Ur. HenokoU submitted in 1784 a proposal that 
grants of jungle land in tbe Sundarbans should bo settled on 
iavoutablo tcroi with people uodortakuig to oullivate them, his 
mm being to introdxioa a bo^ of indepondont peasant) propriotors 
holding Erectly under Govenunsnt. Anotlior part of )iU sobsmo 
was the establisbrnent of a oonviot oclony, by giving small grants 
of land to oonviots with the oxcepUoc of tho most heinous 
oAondeie, wbo were to be shipped off to sea. Ur. Henokoll went 
so far ae to apply to tbe surrounding diatriola for drafts of long 
term prisoners who might form the nuolens of tbe oolony, but 
nothing farther appears to have boon done, and this part of tbe 
lobeipa was never carried out. 

Tbe eoheme having been approved by the Board, Hr. Henokell, 
after ronghly defining tbe boundaries of the Sundarbans forest, 
granted about IfiO leasee during 178fi, At tbe same time be 
eetablished three Govomment outposts in central positione, aud 
placed a ffcmdthia with a amaU establisbinent in chargo of each, 
for the purpose of defining tbe boundaries of the fiSundarbane, 
encouraging nclamation, preserving tbe peace, snd assieting 
passengers. Tbey were Henokellganj (named after him, and 
snbsequeutly corrupted to Hingslganj) at the juaotion of tbe 
Jamun& with the K&lindi, in the west of bis jutisdiotion; 
Qhftndkh&U on tbs river Kabadak, in the middle i andKaobui, at 



ElflTORTj 


il 


the JuDotion of ihs Baleswar ond Bhninb TiTers, in the Mat. 

The aurrouuding Lacda vore oultivatad, aad tho stniions 'were at 
lea^ Qta\y ostabliahod, though at oonaidenhle espertao.* 

In epite of oJI Mr HenokeU’e efforts, however, the loheme wee 
not a euooea, for it vu opposed hj all the neighbouiiog iainlA< 
dare, who alaimed the lands oloared the grantesi, and indeed 
oU the forest un far as the e»a, but deoUned to give him any 
information about their estates that might enable him to dedde tho 
disputes. Dunog 17B0 ho marked oS by bamboo etakoa the lino 
whioh he took to be the soxLhom limit of the Suodarbins and tho 
southern boandary of tho zamlndiiri lauds; and this stxezigthoned 
the portion of the lesseee, but in the end the somlndire proved 
too strong for the new aeitlera. In 1792 they hid all disappeared 
ozwpt aiztoen, and in their osse the oharaotw of tho sohexne had 
been modified, for the lesseie developed into iAhtiddrf, their lands 
being sailed HenoksU’s iiUikt.i 

Xu oonnooUon with this soUemo Mr. ZIenokell let up whatSub. 
was to praotiofil purposes a suhdlvIsioQ, a Oouit» called by him a 
“ outohorry of referenoe, '* being eitahliihed at Ob&ndkhili under ir«tio»< 
one of his asMtants, Mr. Boaler. This Court was intended for 
tbe trial of olaims made by tho samJndftn; and Mr. Foster was 
also directed to give psesports and ooUeot tho GoTsmnont dues on 
wax and honey taken from the Sonditbans, and to take oognlsaoM 
of oivil and oriminal matters arising witbin a radius of 80 miles 
from ObftndkbAli, except when they wore of importaooe, when he 
was to refer thozo to Mr. HenokeJl. He wss thus given a regular 
lubdiviHonal jerisdiotion. Mr. Foster soon came into confiiot 
with the ramlad&n, who hod eet up toll stations upon the rivers 
to Mileot money from trading boats, not evon those proteoted by 
Custom House pssses being allowed to go ires. There were 
eightoen of these stations within a urouit of 14 milos from Chind- 
kbitli, so it may bo iisagined what a hmdranoe to trade they were. 

The Doard, when they were miormed of this aystsm, passed 
stringent orders that in all oases in which such tolls were levied, 

Mr. Henokell was to insist on immediate restitution and to mBiot 
corporal punishment on the ofiender on the spot where tho exaction 
was made. The samind&is were included m this order of punish* 
meat, but if they were roinore, females or inoapable peieoni, their 
manager was to beer the punlihmeot for them. 

* r. K. Ptrslitr, Stfutiu Sititfj/ 9/ /fie SunJarbeti 2768 io 2370, 

Oilcalln, ISee. Sir Ikniei WovtUnS givw Uo dtU o( lh« embUiineat o| 

UiNO pUeof M 17S2.ea 

r V. £. ParglMf/ Smaae ^ Sandtkent 1768 k iSVO, 

C«leQtUrlS80. 
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Mr. HoDbk«l^ shoved siimlar Tigcmv in the adouQistxetton of 
the i^oUce. In the carl^ days of BritUU rule ibo J^au/daft^ who 
hftd "hem prA43Uoal!7 Tnilitai'^ oommendere, vore loduoad to the 
poution ol enporior offioors of police, vith tfidudddri in ohorj^e of 
flnaUcr oroce ujuior them. Thora voro olto^lher four thAnu in 
the disLriolr as thon consUtutod, one hoin^ at IQiuIn&y ^ ae it wne 
o&lled at that iimo Nc.fthid (meoniDg tho now oloarenoi}), and 
subordinate to these thfinas wore aovomi outposts or Tho 

thSna offioorswore paid, hut tho eJujukU were worked hy moans 
of (/oiudii or inrormers, who recolTsd no salary and obt^nod 
their livelihood by seising ionooeiit pcisona and ittloiting money 
fiimi them. 

This eyslem did not work woU. TUe Friujddrs eppreesod the 
poople, Uieir enbordiiiAtea were in oolltZ'ion with ciimioais, and 
when Mr. Henokell joinod the diatrloi, there were hands of 
rohhere 50 strong roaming about it. On hie appomiment, the 
Pa^J<fdr^ were aholisbed and th^ functions traoBferred to 
Mr. HonokeU, who proposed to station at eoob of the four tliinas a 
pirdwir or head police olBoer, whose hanness it would be to 
apprehend daooits and forward them for tnal to Uurli. Their 
subordinates were not to be informers, hut imported sepoys, 

OB local boikaiiddiM wore apt to ooUude with o&ndors. His 
polioe were to posscee more of a military than of a deteotire 
ohotaoter, for the objeot in view was not the prosecution of 
minor offenoea, but the oheokiog of groat ones, euoh os dflooity 
and murder. When a dacoity ooonrred, the lavesdgatioa ooU' 
sistod chiefly in following up the dacoite to their homes ; and ns 
they relied rather upon their strength than upon the soorooy 
of their prooeedisga, this was simply a ^wosi-military ezpodition. 
When tho pursuing detachment reached the loir of the gong, the 
samJndAi through bis servants was expected, and usually oom- 
palled by pressure, to deliver up the men. 

This system of poUoe, which oost perhaps He. 800 or 850 a 
month, proved too expensive for tho commercial ideas of the 
Government, which in 1782 ordered tbe entire aholition of the 
polioe establishment, except the force at Murli The duties of • 
tbe polioe were imposed on tbe samind&rs, who were directed to 
take eifeotual measnrea that no robberiee, burglaries or murders 
were committed within tbolr districto. They were to do their 
utmost to bring all offenders to justice; they wore to erect 
wherever tbe Magistrate should direct, to appoint officers for 
them, and to be answerable for their good condnot. Tersons 
suffering from robbery were to be reimbursed for their lottes by 
the zamJnd&r of the lands where tho robbers lived, or of the lands 
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wltblu 'wluoU thd rol^bor; wu ccnunitt^i; and if any K&nfnd&r 
commlited or ooXLniTed sA murdor, or robbery, or otbsr bro&ok oi 
ihd poooo, hfl wao io be ponieHed mdi dM£b. This eTston, 
the sammd&n bore tbe burden of the police oatabUahniont, 
continued in force from 1782 until 1791 or 1792, vhen Lord 
Comwallifi reformed the adminijitrakion. 

Speuel arrangoments iTore m(uLo for the boat roniee throogh 
the Sund&rbane, winch ley not through ooltiYAted loads and 
settled ’villogce, but through forest and uninhabited jangle, and 
wore infested by robhera and dsooifis. Thob depredations at 
loDgth attracted the attention of the GtoTermaent, and in 178S 
six guard boata were posted along the roctee to patrol the rirers 
and eeoort ToueU. 

Tbe eysfem of reyenue adminiatratioa will be diiouseed iAi 2 «?floa« 
Chapter XX, find it will buIUqo to mention that a CoUeetorate was 
astobUsbed at Jeasore in 1780. Hitberto the royenue bend* 
^uarten of aU but the east of the district had been at Oolootta, 
hut Hr. Henokoll, pointing out the inconyenlecce of this arrange- 
ment, oUcfed to undertoko the duties of CoUeotor with* 

out a^itionol salary, ‘‘actuated,” os ha sold, ‘‘by motiyee oi 
public good, and the onhauoement of bis own credit and repu¬ 
tation.” The OoTemment readily aooeptodbis offer and created 
a OoUeotorehIp for Jeseore ; it woe to oomprise Isafpnr and 
Salyadpur (which had apparently bees under the CoUeotor of 
SftjihShi and Bbusbni), the cetatee lying between the Xchh&mati 
and tbe present Sackergungc dUtriot (tbon p&it of Dfiooa), 
which had preTiouely been paying reyenue at Calcutta and at 
Hoogbly, end also some eetates ietaobed from Uurahid&b&d. 

To esf^ee the payment of rerenue, the Oollsotor appous prin¬ 
cipally to hays used etrong pressure. Continued dsmanda were 
made upon defaulters, and these hod some weight, aineo the 
CoUeotor had power to uso h&nher means. He had a defaulters' 
jail, in which recusants might be confined, end he might oIk 
att^ and realise dirooUy the rents of any estate. 

Mr- Henckell thus united in his own person tbe offioea ofstUhi. 
Pisbriol; Judge, Distnot Magistrate and Oolleotor, but he had so 
oonoem wi£ the Salt Lepuixnent, the jurisdiotion of wbioh 
extended oter the south of the diskiot. That Leportmest was 
under a Mr. Ewart, who hod two or three auistants, a large 
staff of subordinates, and a email military f oroe, all stationed at 
Khulni, which was the headquarters of tho Xl^ongal Agency. 

The salt offloiala hod established thamselTBe in the district before, 
any olvil court hod been oonstltoed in it, and when a Judge 
arrived without issiruoticns as to his relations with the salt. 
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fiatliorities, freqneot ooUiaou tooV pU«< Hie plan followed is 
the toftsofacbiro was Uiat the 0OTenuae&i Salk Agesk 
oontruted with oerUm middlemfo otUed for the etkgage* 

tnent of people os aaU boUsn or n^uidirt. The inahoQU 
received large odvsziooa the salt agents, and in their turn 
made advances to the mdkMirti who aogaged to proceed to 
spooiilad plaoea far south ia the Sandaebane, where thojr gavo 
their personal Labour in the manuiaotnie of salt. Bat in most 
oasce the mifnnHin had to he impressed end oon^Mliod bf force to 
take the advonoes; and the fMitfapis wero vested with certain 
powers to enable them to drive the mdhifuidrt to work and to 
lecorer the odvoncea which the}' had forced apon them. These 
powers the fftaleHffia onxell^ aboaod, and groas oppreesions were 
perpetrated the aalt offixaala. Thaj inasted on reooinDg book 
Ba. 2D for aver/ Be. 4 which the^ had advanced; and whan 
h£r. Hsnokall ume to the dietriot, the miMinddrt appealed to lum 
for protaokion. The Oovamment Salt Agent resented interfer- 
enoe on the part of the Judge, and there was open war bstweea 
the Judge’s baililTs and the aolt sobordin^es. 

At length, in 1787, Mr Senokell sahmitted piopoeale for the 
reform of the 8alt Bcparti&ffxt, and to give ibe s^wiem a 
fair trial offend hiTnaalf to undertake the dadea of Salt Agent. 
The plan vronld, be said, hare the advantage of uniting ia the 
mme individn^, namely the power to deal with the 

oloiate on the miMindit't for rent, aad the olftiTnn on them that 
oroee oot of salt traneootiODi. The Sovamcv-Oeneral, Lord 
Cornwallis, approved his proposals and direoted him to take 
oho^e of the aalt agency so far oa the Bumongol (Uviaioa was 
concerned, hfr. Bwart having to condne himself to the Backer* 
gunge aide. Sobeeqnently, lo Beoamher 27t'8, nlae were iaaned 
<iontaining all the dements cf reform which Ur. Henoknll 
^ had previously pre^ewed. The salt hmlcn were to be free to 
cDgoge or not as they liked, and the Salt Agent wu made their 
proteotor instead of slave driver. AU advonoeB, whenever 
possible, were to be given to them diieak, as oppression was found 
to be generally dne to the middlemen. This bbooge was not 
effected withont a great deal of frictioo. Ur. £!wait refused to 
give over charge of the transferred divifion, earned on work 
there an before, and objected to giving up the offloee and godowns 
at KhnliU, dM^snng that th^ were, in part at least, his own 
property. However, the (diange was at last effected and put an 
end for the time to the constant gnanela between the Departments. 

Mr. Hen^^ell was snooeedad in 1789 by Mr. Booke, who 
corned out the Petmanent Settlement in this dJetiuk and Jeea:^. 
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He oppuentlj begui Me semoe in Joieere in 1781 ae UegifitiaT 
under Mr. Henokell, and wbec be nooeedod Men in hie office, he 
oootinaed bis polioj. **ln jaot/' writes Sir James WoeUand, 

"thefruits of Mr. Henokell'e adniioiatration ore for a long 
time visible in the histoiy of the diatriot ; and it ia certain that 
its earlp reoordj derive gi‘eat interest from the fact that it'was 
tvo suoh inon na Hsnokoll and Kooke, who wore at the head of 
affairs duviug the time whibh inim'raned between ita first eetahUah* 
roent in 1781 and tiie oompUtioa of Lord Oornwallia' reforms, 
whioh by 1798 had changed the fbst crude attempts at district 
gOTcramsnt for a system subitantiaUy the sane as that which 
ever ainw has prevailed/' 

Tlte nibs^^uent hiatory of the distriet ia msinly that of tbe^^^e* 
development oi the Sundarbasi* In 1810 Oapti^ Bobertaon 
surveyed the main water routea from Calcutta as far as Noft-vtstjov. 
Vh&U, and In 18 U survey operatlone were taken in hand, thsEMlr 
Sundsrbsne, o.'colusivo of the sea-face, b^ng surveyed by Lieu* 
tonant W. lil. Morrision during the yoarA 1811*14, bis roeults 
being correoted by bis brother Ciptoin XTugh Mon^ieson in 1818; 
the letter died at Jeesm'e of jungle fever, oontiooted while survey¬ 
ing in this unhealthy tract. This great work, oarried out in 
spite of many dangers and diffioulUee, has besn the basis of all 
subsequent xnaps of the Sundarbani. To ’Xaeutenant Uorrieeon, 
moreover is due the out known as Morrloson’s cut, whloh opened 
out a new route for trade. Finding in the coutso of hU survey 
that the norlh-eaet branoh of tie Baimangid eetuary approached 
to within a very short distance of the IC&Iindl, he made a out 
joining the two rivecs. But the opening of this channel had an 
unexpected result A.t that time cultivation extended farther 
south on the east beak of the ICilindl than on the weab, and as 
the stream of the Bklindl very soon enlarged tiie cut, a large 
quantity of its fresh water was diverted into the Biumtmgs!, and 
a ooaeiderable bract, being deprived of its supply, reverted into 
jungle. 

The advaniagei that the State might gain from the opening LsstiU* 
up of the Suniarbans were now clearly perceived, end in 1814 
the Oouii of Bireotore directed that eoltlomenti ehould be oon* 
eluded with the actoal oocupien for the lands already brought 
under cultivation, while bolding out reasonable encouragement 


* TbliAMoesk Af tSa sduialAtmUra of t.lie GoeSiirbana boi been MinpHod 
fraa tb« JUttffj ^ fSa U 1870 (CtleaUo, l$e5) 

end ao avkielo CeaMa 0 / Indian Littrioi4^Tht ffw«4f«rSan<, alao wilUon by 
Ur. lysim^ ;eblii44S In tbo CaICQtie Bevliw, OoUber, 1889, 
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for iarilier rdobm&ilos. Their insimotiooa Mem to haTo led to 
the oBOotmest of Aeration IX of 131(3, whioh provided lor the 
fippointmeDt of a CommissioooriB the Siudarbone, oiLd reeted him 
^th oil the duiioe, powen aad authority of a OoUeotor of loud 
remuo. Tho fint OonnuAioiLer woe Mr. D. 6coCt. SubecK^ueutly, 
m HogiUatioa XXTJI of 1817, Gorommoixt expvoaly deolarodthat 
tho Sundarbaiu woro tho property of tiu) State and asurtod ite right 
to tho rovouuo of londa not inoludod within tho boundaries of 
oibtee lor which a sottlenioat hod beon mode. lu and i82d 
Mr. Prinsep snrroyed the Hue of forest from tlio river Jamuuft to 
tho Hooghiy and divided all the foreat laudi botweL*zi those rival's 
into blooks whioh ha nuxoboiod, this being tha begfuning of tho 
“Sondoi'bau lotJ>" 

AU the arounutnnaoe of the lands being mode known by 
theeo sorveya, ottenUon was next direotod to the claim of the 
State to demand revenue both from the rsoeuily rooloimed lands 
and alio from the forest. The lend* owners on the oontnry 
oUimed to hold oil theeo lands and the forest oeport and parcel of 
their estaiee at the revenue fixed at the Fermauont Settlemeot 
and free from iDorooeed revonuo, Finally, the rights of the 
State over resent onUiration and over tho forest wore oon- 
olusively decided io favour of tlie State, and this right was 
fully stated oi follows in Regulation III of 1826;—** The 
uninliabitod tract known by the nomo of tho Sundorboiis hoe over 
been, and is hereby deolared still to bo the property of the State, 
the same not having been nlleoatod or assigned to saralivdlirs, or 
included in any way in the ermngsmotits of the parL>etual settle* 
monh It shall thorsfovo bo oompotent to (ho 6ovornor-3oD0ral 
in Oounoil to make, as herotoiord grauts, ossiguments, nod leoses 
of any part of the said Sumlerbons, and to take auoh msoauTOS for 
the bldonnoe and oultivarion of tho treot os ha may deem proper 
and expedient.” 

Mr. William Damplor was now appointed Commiseioner, 
and Lieu tenant Hodges Surveyor, with jurisdiction over tbe 
whole of tho Sundarbaos in Khulol and Bnokergange. They 
defined and surveyod the lino of forest from the Jamund up to 
ths aastarn limit of tho Sundarbiiaa during tho years 1828 and 
1630; and Hr. Dampisr formally affirmed Prinsep'aUne hi the 
:24«Pargaoaa in 1832-33. “Priasop's line” sod ^'Hodgoa' line” 
are the authorllaiive UmiU of the thso Sundorbans forest; while, 
the map prepared by lieutocant Ho'l gee from his own surveye 
and those of his predeoessors has been the standard map of the 
Sundaibons ever since. The subsequent administration vl the 
Snndaibans wUl be dealt with in Chapter XI, and it will snfBoe 
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here to mention that tke sottlemdot of land mth l«seeQ baa gona 
on ataadily arar ainoe, asd abnoBt tba wkola araa avaUabla for 
Bdtdaroant in tbta dUUiot baa now boon tal:oD np. 

One of the moat imporiaut ovunts in the subaequeot biitory of 
tbo Sundarbana ia the foundation of Morrellganj , wbiob bad also ’ 
boon an imporUot factor in the dorelopmcnt of the diitciot. 
Some iquottore bad made a clearing in the foroat (here about tbo 
year 1840, but no furtbor progreet woe mado till MMars» It. and 
T. H. Morroll bought throe la^ blooka of lend in 1849. The 
estate then oonBi«ted of donao Sttndarbana forest and tbe Ant 
attempts to dm- it were impodeil by tbe timidity of the* people. 

Bat Tei 7 icon the proprietors galnodtboir oonddeuoe, and labour 
poured in oo alt sides. By IS61 about I0»000 men were at work, 
in a short time a nver frontage of 9 milee was oleared and 
brought uader ouUimdon, and a oonsiderahle proportion of the 
men engaged in tbe work sottled down oa pormaoent ouliWators. 

Tbe undertaking was greatly fooiliCated by tbo odvantogee the 
land pouessod, in being well raised and having excellent river 
frontages with plenty of fresh wator. At tbo north-east oomer, 
on tba baok of tbe miia river, and whore two other rivers join It, 
the Morrells buiU a town which they oalled Morrellganj after 
thomsolvea. They oetablished a mart, which quiokly became tbe 
most importaai in this part of the oountry i a police atatiou, a sab- 
regiitiatioa ofllce and a dispensary were located thereand 
tbe neigbbourbooO wns converted from jungle into a fertile ocantry 
covered with rioe fields and dotted with prosperous villages. 

The value of this work nay bo gatbe^ from tbe zninate 
recorded In 1860 by the LtentenaDt'Ooveriior, Bir John Peter 
Grant, on the Eeport of tbe Indigo Oommlaeion. *‘Wbat an 
enterprising European can do both for himself ond for tbe people, 
when be marries bis interest to tboirs, is shown in a ooDspiouous 
manner by tbe evidence of Mr. MotrelL In 10 yeors Mr. Morrell 
bae cleand 00,000 to 60,000 bighSt (upwards of 20,000 acres) of 
Sundarbans juoglo. He has granted his oleared land under per¬ 
manent pcUd$ at a rent of He. 1«2 a big/tA never liable toesbocoe- 
ment; be gets as many ryots as be wishes, but they repudiate the 
system of advanoes, fearing that " eventually they may have to 
take to hif or indigo/’ though they know of indigo only from 
oommoQ report. Mr. Morroll told me that tbe building of a good 
twu-atoTled brieik house on hie giant was one of the most fortunate 
things be did, beoauseit assured the ydUadit'f and ryots that be 
would stay amongst them; and it will be seen In bis evidence 
that the same people, who were sc amdone to keep him near them, 
on one ooooeion, when hia gardener hod sown in his goiden some 
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indigo seed tKftt had been sent from Caloatta in a packet of seeds 
by mi stoke, on the plant growing np, “insisted upon hoTing it 
polled Qp and thrown away." Wx. Morroll bas in 10 years 
csreoted for himsolf oa oelato wliiob oannot now bo worth lass than 
from £80,000 to £1,00,000, and, in doing so, Ka lias ooyorod 
what were 20,000 aoroa of uainbabUed junglo withahappy and 
thriTing popnlatioji, anxioue to koop him nQjir tliom. This bo bas 
ncoompliahod by working on sound prmoiplos, to tho proftb of tbo 
people instead of to thoiv loss.” 

Till 1882 HhoInS was inoludod partly in the J essow distnot 
and parlly in the distriot of the 24-PaigMW8. A auMiTiaon, tho 
first oetablished in Bengal, had been set \ip at Kbulni in 1842 j 
its chief objoot, aooording to Sir James WesUond, “being to bou 
Lu obeok It. Bainey, who had purchased a satnindAri m tho 
noSnity and residod at Nihalpur, and who did not seem moUuod 
to acknowledge the restraints of law." The jurisdiotioii of the 
SubdiTisioDol Officer extended not only over the present Khulni 
subdivision but also ovor almost the whole oi the preeent BSglierl^t 
subdiviaon. The Bigherhat subdivirfou was subseq^uonUy oonsti- 
tuted in i860. Both this and the Kbulul subdivision formed 
part oi the Jeeaerre distiriot, while the Sktkhiri subdivimon, eatob- 
liahed in 1861, was included in tbs 24-Pargoufls. EvontucJly, tho 
Local Oovemxueat earn© to the ooaoluwon that the fomatioa of a 
Sundaibans distriofc with its headquarters at Khulni was alrtoUtoly 
neooasaiy, in order to lighten the work in the groat enburban 
district of the 24-Pargisnas, and to relievo tho Diatriot Officer of 
Jtfsore of part of his heavy oba^e. The odvantagM of having 
the headonartora at the Khulnd terminus of the new Bengal 
Central Railway (now the Eastern Bengal State IWlway) were 
many • ond the eame grounds which rendered it desiiabls that the 
Sundabone should be oonneoted by railway oommimioation witii 
Caloatta, pointed eonolnaively to the ohoioe of KhulaS as the 
headquartere of the new district. The sonoaon of the Government 
of India and o! the Seoretoiy of State having been obtained, a 
notifioalion dated the 25th Aprd 1882, which took eSeot from tho 
1st June of the eamo year, deeded that the naw distriot should 
consist of the Bfttkhirfl subdivision of the 24-Porgana8, and of 
tho JChulnfi end BSgherhit subdivisions of the Joseore dislriot, 
tbs headquarters being at the town cif KbnlnS. 

The Sondarbona tract to the south still ronmined, however, 
under the control of the Ooramisrioncr in the Sundaxbans until 
1908 when it was deoided. that it was no longer expedient £o 
oontiue this arrangernsnl, The appointment of a special offioer 
for the Bundatbans in 1816 been neoessary both because the 
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oouatr^ vas extoQQTO, wild and uiaooeasibk, and tte important 
work of doTeloping: i^ rosoioooa woe boyond tho oap&oify of bLo 
OoUeotora of the adjoicing duitriots. It waa iait that tko noosaaity 
of baTing on offioor with indepondenb powere had. didoppearadj and 
that it was dedrabU that tbia tract tihwld, ha odmlniatered entiroly 
by tho Ooilaoton of the dutriota oonoemed. Tbia woe not a Tory 
great ohouge, for» the admiiuatratioa bod long heon oocduotod by 
the District OSoar^ with the exception of making aottlements and 
holding en^airios to aoe if ilie oonditioiu of the ssttloment Isasee 
had h^ carried out. 9?he District Officer already oontrolbd 
o:coiae, odnootion, police, crime, ohauiiid&n, the opening ont of 
oommanioations, end other branches of admlniatmtaoi^ and it 
wea now decided that he sLould also exert^ control ower the 
important matters connected with eettlemsnta. Aoooidingly in 
l&Oo the Bundorbans Act (Besgol Aot I of 1905) was passed, 
by which Regulation XX of iSld was repealed, the office of the 
Oommiseionen in the SundorbanB w&a abolished, and his fonotiona 
were transferred to the OoUeetora of the diatriota within which 
the Sundarbana ore oomprised. 

The meet interesting wdicBologioal remains are found at Aacajus 
BagherhAt in the extreme east of the district, where there are^*'* 
the tomb of HhAnja All (1459 A.B.), the tomb of his ^utan 
Muhamroad Tibir, a laigo aingle4omed mosqne, and another 
mosqoo with sine domes. There are many other ruined mosses 
on toe way to the building knows ae Sfttgumbas or mce^e 
of 77 domee, a large oblong building oovered by 77 domes 
with one tower at each oomer. In the extreme west of the 
district there are some rains aitribnted to Piatip&ditya at 
Isw^put and close by at ^rkati and Teskati. The founda* 
tins walla of other boHdings are also met with in the cuIU- 
Tated tract; and the forest in the widnity is said to contain 
sererol templos and znea^ues, old roads and tanks. Another 
trace of former cultiTaAion in this port of the district is still 
found in a large embankment which extended from the Xhol- 
petuA to the Eabadak river, a distance of three milea. The 
emhankmeot is oloss to the nexthsm boundary of Snndarbans 
lot No. 167 and south of the ^ago of Ratopn^. Towards 
the east it is broken In places, but it is conttouoQS on the 
west for A distance of more than a mile and is still 80 feet in 
height with a base ol 90 feeb. The plaoeis ooHed Gsrh Kam&l* 
ppr, but no one knows who mode the embaakmont or for whnt 
purpose it woe creoteA 

Across the Kabodok river a large area is aoattered over with 
briolOt and the foundations of old buildings arc seen in several 
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pltu^B. Wlies tbd jra^U wsa oat dovn ber» ne^lj 50 jeorft 
ago, Myeral large tanbe and the remains oi an old roed lyeTe 
diaoorered, all indioatimg that tlio place most have been oaoe 
olearod and peopled. Hero also were fonad 38 silTer ooine, two 
of wMoh wore ascertained to be corns of 01iiBs-ud«d!n Balban, 
dated 1*274 A.D. tmd opparontly struolc in Bengal, ami of 
NfiBir*ad-diD Mulramnmd. About 12 milos oati and a Utile 
Bontli of the rains last referred to, on the east banh of tbo 
Maijal river, are the mine oi what appears to have been a fort, 
enolosod ooort*yatd, or square, buiU of bavnt country hrioke, 
and enolosing a tank about 120 feet equaro. This is situated 
about 500 yards from 6bo Karjal rivor in ullotmont ^•o. 238. 
The most perfect wall wae not more five foet in height, 
and' its extrema length was 880 feet. The eornioe briAa, and 
those in^o tbo axchw, were out or chiselled out with rough 
dguxee and omamentationi. There are also said to be ruins 
of vanouB buildings in the interior of this ieland, and among 
others, thero is a mosque or temple said to have an arched roof, 
and to be in a tolerably good state of prcservatioa, Twelve 
miles north in a direct line are some rains at Msejidtnr on 
the east bonk of the Kabodak river. The name, whioh means 
the digging out of a mosque, was given to the place by the 
pioneers of cultivation who unearthed a mosque, whioh is still 
used by the local Muhammadans. The struoliu'e is clearly 
oonlempOTMieous with the Satgumbas, and this is confirmed by 
the local tradition that the mosque, was built by KhRnju AB, 
and by the foot that offerings aio mode at this mosque in the 
name of Khfinja Ali, and that in the adjoining village of Amadi 
there are ruine whioh ate said to have boon the IwAaM or office 
of Eoitt Kh^ and Patch Khin, lieuleaanta of llhfiaja All, as 
wdl as two tombs which mark their resting place. 

Hiitorioally the remsina meufcioaed above a» of value The 
mosquea at Is^pur and Maajidkur, the aUver ooine, which 
belong to 0ie time of the Moslem Emperors, the Muhammadan 
names of suoh places es Tirkati and Terkoti near Isworipup the 
tradition that Iswarfpnr before PratftpHditya^s time belonged to 
Unsal^n rnl^ of the Khfin race, all point to the conclusion 
that the oountiy east of the daniunS was under Muhammadau 
rale at A oomparatively early date.* 

Its remains found from Umo te time in aleoriae foreste and 
redaii^g land haye given rise to Ae belief that the Sundarlaw 
formerly supported a thriving poi^ lation end was largdy under 

• Jntiquiliu tli SmniarUm, Ui^rte, 187S 
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c^(iTatioi2. To ibis belief moj be aecrlbed the ot 4 fU) of the 
legend, mentiooed m the field booH of Lteatefieot W. £. aad 
OaptaiA H. Morrieeon ae&rly & oeaiaiy ago, that near the moutba 
of the MalaoohK and iTamuD2 there in a palaoe which ie etill 
inhabited? during the stilbeae of night the great dramB of the 
pfllaoe and the heUe may be heard, bnt in the dn^ time no 
enoh noiae ie noticed. This belief hoe been rejootod b^ out ho- 
ritiee such as Kr, Beveridge and Professor Blochniaim. The 
latter writes :—“1 have a few words to say on the hypothesis 
which has often been started, that the whole o! the Sond^bon 
w as 0006 b a floaiishing ooadition. Ko oonTiooing proof has 
hitherto been addnoed ; lUid I beUere, on pbyiiool grenuds, that 
the supposition is ifoposeikU. The sport^o remaios of tanks, 
ifhiSs, and short roods pomt to mare attempts at ooloninahoo. 
The old Portuguese and Dutch naps hove also bean frequently 
menUonad as affording testicrioiiy that the Suiidarbao, even up 
to tho 16 th oantnry, woe well cultivated •, end the dilfioulty of 
identifying the znysteiious names of tho five Sendorbon iowus 
Pooaonli, Onipiiavas, Noldy, Dlpuria (orDapars) and Tiporia, 
which are placed on the maps of Be Borroe, Bloave, and Yen 
den BronoVe dose to the ooost line, has inclined people to believe 
that they represent ‘*lost towns." The old Portugaese end 
Dutch naps prove nothing. They support the ooDcIusicn whioh 
I drew from Todar blare rent-roll, that in the 2 i>rarganfls and 
Jeesore tho northern limit of the Bundsrben, omitting recent dear* 
ings, was b the fifteenth oeatury much the same as it Is now."* 

Hi. Beveridge oho writes in his article Werg the QMudar- 
bdnt inh<M(«d in ancM "This is a question which 

has exdted a great deal of attention. The Bengali mbd, 
as bemg prone to tho roaiTellons and to tho exaltation of the 
post at the expenso of ibe presenh h&s answered the question 
in the affirmative and maiatainsd the view that there were 
formerly large cities in the SundarbonB. Some SeogalU also 
have soggested ^bat the present deeolote condition of the Sundsr- 
bans is due to sabeidsnoe of ibe lost, and that this nay have 
been cootemporaneoue with the fomation of the aubmarloe 
boUow known as the " Swatch oi no ground." It seons to me, 
however, to be very doubtful iodeed that the Simdarbans were 
over largely peopled, and etill more so that their inbabitaiits 
lived in eities or were olhsrwise oivilised." 

Mr. Beveridge also points out in this oo&noction that the foot 
that Yikremaditya ohoso Josor Iswcrlpur as a oofo retreat i s the 

* BlHvrf to). XLll. Pert I, 
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itron^esi posuble oTideiuie of the juagl; oeture of the gonouixdiqg 
oouQtrj} for though it hod been oultirated iu the provioos ooatury 
by Jlhftnia Al!| the expenTnent bod proved o faUurOj end in tho 
time oi hia aucomsor (f) OSJ^od Hb&a tho I&nd bnd rokpsed into 
j uDgle. He then eume up aa folio we It aodt&a to me that the 

finmUrbaQa have never boen in a moro ilouiishing ooodltion than 
they are in at prd"ect. I believe tbat large parte of B&hirgaoj 
and Jeaeore were at one time ouUivated, that they rokpeod into 
jungle, and t^t they have Boon been oloered again; and 1 have 
a1ao no doubt that the Oourte of the kioge ol Bakhi and of 
Olandeoan imppried aome dogree of eiilondour to the eurroundlng 
oountry. But I do not believe that the glooay Snndarbaaa on 
the BUrieoQ of Jeeaoro and Buhirganj were over woll peopled or 
the eitea of oitiae/' * 

* 3xh.9., vcd. XLT, lere. 
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Whem tlie finioenwB viu tfttien bi 1872, the po^olaiion of ih^OsoviB 
diatrict as now ooEstituUd was roturued at 1,046,878.* In the®*" 
succeeding decade there was a small icorease of hy 8*1 per cent., ttoir. 
the nombei of inhahitants ricng to 1|079,848. The only thinas 
which shewed a decrease were Aelauni and Morrellgsnj, where 
the decline was attributed mainly to Iho abandoUDeiit of clear* 
anoee in and near the Sundorhana following upon the enlo of the 
Morr^ estate. Bunng the nozi 10 yean hoik th&nu reoovexad 
their iossee, and there wcks e general adyaaco except in Kal&ro& 
and Bsat&gh&ta, where there woe a slight falling off atiiibnted 
to the feet that the popnlaUon had reached the limit which the 
BoH woe oapable'of supporting. The net result was that in 1691 
the total population was returned at 1,177,662, representing an 
inoreose of 9 par coat. Dnriog the next decade this adronoe 
oontinued, and the oanffos of 1901 .disolosed a population of 
1,283,043. 

Twopomtacall for notxoe regarding these ennmeratums. 

The first is that the reteme depend to a Urge extent on the 
Uboureifl from other distriots who happen to he temporarily in 
the dieWofc at the time of the oensua end whose number Tories 
with the eeasoiL Sow graaQy these temporary immigianta 
cfl&st the figures in eoroe parte may he realised from the foot 
that the deoreeee ohaerrad in the Aatonni and MorreUgaig thfinas 
in 1881 wM ascribed partly to the fact that “ the eenaue of 1872, 
haritfg been taken early in the year, included a great number 
of reapers, who oome from all parte to eat the nos m the Sander- 
haoB of this dietrict, and who had finished than work and 
returned when lha census of 1881 was token in a later month.” 

If a oensua were to he taken in the hot weather, the poptdarion of 
oertein parts would he found to be lees than ^ ootnally return^, 
for the temporary immigrante would he absent, and oidy ilie 

• The dlitolot mu cowUtBtea lo IMI. In 1878 two ^ iti Kbuloi 

Bie^tfbSfc, iemti p«rt of tie Jeeaere ead the tbirt, Wtbhtsi, of the 
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fixed &Qd permanent population would bo enumerated. E7on in 
the oold weather a few d&yt' differonoo in tho dates of eaumera- 
Uon may make a coneidorahlo diffsonce in the result, for the 
crop may be more plontifol and the borroet more forward in one 
year than in another, resulting in a larger infijix of laboitrera. 

Tho Booond feature whf^ caJla for notioo is the nnmhor 
of poreona aocoiuitod for by the boat population. In ISSI 
tho lattor ropresentod 3*7 per cent, of tho whole population, 
in 1891 over 80^000 wore enumerated In boats, and in 1901 
the number wae 16,000. Even these flgnree do not inbludo 
all tho boating population. Fox the term '‘boot population” 
inolndes only ^oso penons found eloeping in boats on the n^ht of 
the censua, and not that numeroue olaae of boatmen, who, though 
Bpending their time*afloat, como ashore to sleep every night, or 
those travellers or traders who moor their boats to the bank 
at nightfall at some oonveniest villago and are .thus enumerated 
among its inhabitants. 

The reeults of the oeusns of 1901 are summarised as follows 
in the Bengal Census Report. “The cenaos of 1901 shows 
that the popolation has grown by 6'4 pet oent., oompared with 
9 per oent. in the previous deoade, and 3*1 per cent, in the nine 
years prior to 1881. This is the net resnlt of an increase of 17*7 
per cent, in the headquarters subdivision, and C’6 por cent, in 
Bagherhat, ooupled with a falling-od of 1*5 per oeni in BatkhirR. 
In the latter subdivision* egrun the deoreass is prootioaily 
oonfiaed to two tb&nas, KaUro& and AsAsanL In ICaliroft it is 
due to the prevaUnoe of malaria snd to repeated attacks of fever, 
lit fhU ihfina the vital statisticn shew a oonsiderable excess of 
deaths over births, while in the dietiiot at large the number of 
births reported exceeds that of the deaths. There has also been 
some emigration to the clearances in the Snndarbans, where 
tiiere is a great demand for labour and wages are two or three 
times as high as in Ealatoft. AjMtsunl, *whiob also shows a large 
decrease, has a very fiuoiuoting population. The cause of the 
fslling-ofi has not been dearly ascertained. For some reason 
the extension of cultivation in the Snndarbans is proceeding far 
more slowly in this subdivision, and In Bgghorh&t, than in the 
adjoining thlnos of the 24-Parganas and of the Fhuln& head* 
q darters subdivision. 8itkhii& itself, which shom a slight 
decline, has anffered. from the diversion of tho boat traffic 
between Calcutta and Baet Bengal to dhaunela further south ; the 
health of the people has also b^ unsatisfactory. The growth 
of the Bighahit subdivision is normal and calls for no i^eoial 
comment. Oultivation is being steadily extended into the 
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iboillov biU vhioh form eo moikod a foftture of this p&rt of 
Bengal. In tho hdodquartere sabdiviaion ihi meet notioeabU 
item in tbo Biataetioeie tbe InorMae is the populeiion of F&ihgfloh& 
tb&na v/hich boa gi'ovs. hy neuly 00 per oent during tbe 
decade. Tbie la owing to the progreea made in puehieg book 
tho jungles of the Sasdoibenfl, and to the settlezuest of 
oultivaton os the uow olearasooe, whioh aitnnot cultiratori not 
ot\y from other porle of the diibiot, but aleo Irozn Kodil, 
Jeuoto, Forldpiu and other dletricte. Tho total number of 
immlgranU haa foUeu oil oonndorebly eisoe 1091» but thej ore 
more snmerou by nearly 27|000 tbas they would have bem, had 
so froeh settlors oomo in to the dieirlot. Taking the ebb and flow 
togstbor, the dletriot leoma to have gained bj the movements of 
the population during the deoade to the eztcftit ol from 20,000 to 
26,000 poreone. It^ould be notod> however, that many of the 
Sundorbone oultivaiora ero not perroanent eetllftrs, but continue to 
roeide in their old homre, end only visit tbe Sundarbana whon 
pdoogbiog or harvceling operations are in progress.** 

jliQ following table shows the salient itatlsiloa of the oenaus 
of IdOl 
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In tbe table given above tbe density of population is shown os Osxsux 
608 petsone to the square mile, but tbeeo figures exolude tbe 
Sutfdorbane with an area of 2,OSS square miles; if this traot is 
included, tha density of the district falls ss low as 268 persons to Dtiuiijr «f 
the square mils. Tbe Bundarbsns tiaot, however, has soi^y any • 

permanent population, except along a narrow belt, wbioh a^ts 
on and ii praotioelly part of the settled tract to the north, ^s 
jfibabltante of this narrow oultLvated belt are inoludsd in ibspolice 
oiioles to whioh they lie nearest, and the only other inbabitauts 
tkre a few fishermen, wood«outtsis and hunters, living in its 
southern foetneeaea and insignifioant in number, whom it would be 
impaotioable to enumerate. 
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In the diafnot, 06 a wholei the deiuiiy oi pepuJ&tion u deter- 
mined \fy ibo pb^iical foaturoi oi dilTeront iraota. The northern 
pert of the 8&tkhir& lubdiTieiou u a feirlj denuly popuUied 
tnot> reiemhluig in i(e genernl phyaioel obareotorietios the 
adjoining ihenos of JeM 0 ro» but tlio drunego ie bad; there are 
namorouB awompit and mdiria ie alwayi proeent. Horo the 
IColAroftthina eupporUSCG and the S&tkhir& thine 706 persona 
per square zsile. 'Until IDOl KoUroi was the most densely 
populated thina in the dietrlot, but it has now ohouged places 
vith Shulni thina, where there aro 661 persons for oroty square 
mile. *‘1 hcov by persoaol oxperienee/' wrote the Mogietrato 
In 1691, “that ell the lend in tlie Solfiroft thina bos already 
been onltiyoted, and there ie no room for any expaniion c! oulti- 
vaticD. While the southern thinas impoii labour largely for 
trauipl outing and reapiog poddy, KaUroitllke the neighbouring 
thinas of Jeoeore, wbioh it resembles in many respeets, exports 
it.” He antioipated that the population of ICaliroi had reached 
its limit, and the deoline obeerred in 1901 shows the oorreotness 
of hie foreoast. 

The other northern thinas oro also low-lying, and are 
large and numerous, bat the country is more open and there is 
less jungle, while the stagnant pools oud tanks, which arc bo 
oommon in north SAtkhiri, are rarely seen. In those tbSnos 
there Is still room for expooelon, and much of the bii bnd is 
capable of reclamation. Here the density Tories from 4)9 por 
square mile in Boltighitft to 851 per equare mile io ICbalni. 
The southern thinas Inolude large areas in the Sundorbans, 
where there is on immome quanClty of for^Ie loud awaiting the 
•xe and the plough. The jungle is steadily beiag pushed back, 
and erery year moro land is boing brought under oulUTation. 
A great deal of the work of reclamation is oan^ out by 
persons whose pemonent homes are elsewhere, hut the numbu 
of regular settlers ie gradually growing. Here tiie Bisp&l 
th&ca supports 688 psrsoiu per square mile and Is the most 
thinly populated part of the district. 

At the oonsui of 1901, the number of residents of other 
(lietriots enumerated in EhuloH was 65,717, representing 5 per 
cent, of the population. Moat of these came from contiguous 
dlitriets, espeoftdly Baokorgonge and Jessore, which supply many 
of the culUvators on new clearances in tbo Sundarbans, but a large 
number alsb qwe from Foridpur. The number of immigrants 
from these three4)strlots alone was 46,483. Bomo of the immi¬ 
grants have settle^ permanently In tho dietriot, but the exosos of 
males shows that '^ny are still domioiled elsewhere. Among 
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isuojgrftnLs from distiAiLt pl&oes m6,y be mentioiiied the Bnnfifl, an 
ab<ni^inal tribe, who have oome BftDkuri aixd Burdwin 
a&d settled in Ihe nejgbhomhood of Kbolnd. The 7 mignted 
here with their women and ohUdren for the purpose of oloarmg 
jangle, and man^ remabed to oulUyate hmd on their own 
Boooant' 

The great majority of the unnugrants, howsver, ooly oome 
for & time to cuItiTato be marshy land whi(^ ie so plentiful in (he 
distrioi. Snoh land ib too low to he uied for permanent habitation 
arid it is aooordisgly largely ooltiToted by people, loosUy known 
M dswik, who oomo from other and more densriy peopled troots, 
erect temporary hnta, and go away after growing end reaping 
their paddy. This temporary population is inorcesed during the 
reaping season hy a population of a still more temporary obaraoter, 
TIB., the reaperB, who retuin to their homes as eoon as the harTest 
baa boon gathered, k nambsr of fishermen also come eTeiy year 
from Chittagong, build huts in the Simdarbuis, and remain for 
three or four months after the rains, oatohing and salting fish. 
Beeidse those, a fair number of up*ooantry man oome to the 
distiiot to trade or to seek employment oa oon^hlee, day labourers, 
door-koepSTB, glooms, eweepsca, ehoS'maksre, eto., bat they 
genoritily retnm to their homes after they h&Te mado a little 
money. 

Boner&Ily spaakiog, the only immigration of any magnitude, 
which has been taking piece in reoent times, ia that of coltiTatore 
from Baokerguuge who settle down on newly^reolaimed lands in 
hfonellganj. Frofeesonal men from iTesaore also find employ* 
ment in the courts and offices at Hhulnil, bnt otherwise immigra¬ 
tion is either Tory insignlfioani in its dimenBions or ephemeral in 
oharaoter, s.y., a doctor comes from Hooghly, a pleader from 
the ^-Parganas, and a retired Deputy kfegistr^ from Calcutta, 
reapers oome for a short time fr(M Jessore and Nadi&, and 
boatmen pass through from Dacca and P&bna. * 

The Tolume of emigration is not large, only ^,ddd or 2 
per cent, of the population being ennmerstad is other districts 
at the census of 1901; and of these 19|6$S were enumerated 
in ooniiguoue disMots. The etroggle for existence has not yet 
become at all keen, except in thins Zal&ro&; bo^ oaltiTetors 
and labourers earn enough at homei and ihenfore do not 
find it neoeeeary to go to other districts to earn a liring, In 
EaUic& wages are low, and the landless olassee periodioolly go 
elsewhere to esro something to eke cut the wages they get at 
home. They do not, howeyer, find it neoessary to leaTe the 
district, but only go to the southern th&nas, where they help 
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to reap the plentifal liarrMte, aad t£ie& retura liome, binging: 
vitii tirera the vages earned bf tham in tnone^ and kind. In 
the same ^ajt Hindus ot high oasto Uring on the banka of 
the Habads^, the Bhadii or the Bboiiab, who find that they 
oannot get a eiiiBcient quantity of fertile land in tlieir own 
neighbouihood, turn th^ eyes to the fertile eonth, obtain a 
ffint/ii or largo allotmont, eeitle it in plots with the aotual 
GulfciTatore, and maintain their {amilioe on the diiferenoo between 
the rente they reoeire and those they pay. 

Town* end Ehulni there ia not mneh between the urban 

(md tnrol population, ins there aro no induetrios or mannfaolnioe 
nooofiiitaiing tlie formation of towns, and almoet the entire 
population Babiists on ngaoulturo. There are 3 townOf Khulna, 
S^hira and BebhatA, eontdniug altogothar 24,23 G inhabitante, 
repreeenting 2 per oont. of the population. The remainder of 
the population is oontained in 3,441 Tillages, the majority of 
whiob ore of no Tery largo sue, for 46 per cent, of the rural 
population liye in Tillages oontaining under 500 inhabiiante 
and 47 per cent, in villages mth between 500 and 2,000 
inhabitsinte. Theee Tillages are found ahnoet entirely in the 
more settled traote to the north of the distriot, the Tiilagos 
in the eoutb b^ng few in number and oonsistlng generally of 
a olufiter of cultivators’ huts. In the Sundarbans they are even 
fewer and smaller, for the ssttlon thers do not tend, as in 
other places, to group themselTSs into villages, this being 
probably one reenlt oi their having holdings so large that 
it is most convenient to live near them. But whatever the 
cause, m^y of the village names on Ute map reprcsonis no 
sites of villages as we tunally undaretand a village, but wide 
stretches of waving paddy, with homsstaads scattered abont 
them, where the cnliiTators’ families live apparently in perfeot 
sodusion. 

Lftaguass. The language commonly spoken is the dialed of Bengali, 
called eastern or Musalm&xi Bengali, the distinguishing feature 
of which is a large admixture of Persian and Arahic weida in 
its vooahnlary. A minor dialsot ie that known as eBB6*oenbal 
Bengali or the form of eastern Bengali spoken in this distiiot, 
Jeseore and the greater part of Faridpur. Kindi, according to 
the census of IdOl, is spoken by 4,716 persons os oompared with 
3,540 in 1881, a fact which points to an increased demand for 
labourers from up'OOuntiy. 

HtU’ The population is almost equally divided between Muham> 

•lots. madane and Hindus, the foxmsr numbering 632,216 or 60*46 
per cent, and the latter 019^^ 49*41 per cent. There are 
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rery few member of other roltgione, Ohiisti&u noinberio.g 1,275 
and mombera of oil other reli^oiu onlf 429. 

Oonsua statiitioa for the loot 20 yoan ehov. that the Mahm- 
proportion of Muhamzoadftoa in the population ie gradually 
deoreoang, while that of Qindiu ii itoodily inoreosiDg. Thia 
appears to ho duo to the foot that tlio Jduhainnuulans make but 
few proBolytei, though somo Hindue may boro and there lose 
oofite and adopt the religion of Islim, and to the f^ot that a large 
proportion of the nindue ounelit ol ooetee of aboriginal deeoent, 
such ai Ohand&le and Pode, who aro eztremoly hardy» indnatrioue 
and tluifty, while their haMte, whioh ore almoit amphihions, 
apeoially qualify them for liying in the fen oountry wbioh forme 
BO large a part of the dietriot. It is true that a largo proportion 
of the MtzifiliuAns also are deeoendante of oonrorted Chand&Ie oed 
Pods, but their oo&yersion is eaid to haro brought about ohangea 
whioh bayo rondorod them imdt to oompeto 'odth thair unconverted 
wngowA In the fiiyt pUoe» many bare ooasod to bo fliUoimen^ 
and oonsequently bayo giyon up the ampbibioue life whioh is 
of such great eervioe to iho Ohand&U and Poda; and in the 
noxt plaoo, the ooDSciousnees that thoir religion is one of a raoe 
of conquerors and inlerii the polygamone habits whiob tliey 
baye a^ptod, ond the secdueion of their feaslos, have combined 
to impair their habits cf hardihood, thrift and industry, and to 
render them pleiuuro>lor[ng and indolent. 

Kuhamicadans prepondorate in tb&na HalAroA, while their 
proportion to the total populaticn is least in thflnss 13ait&gh&t&, 
PAikg&ohA and AsAeuiu. These yariatione are probably due to 
thnr greater or lees adaptability, and to the oirounstancei of Iho 
different thinae, and n^ to any loee or gain in the yitality of tho 
two religions, whiob, eo far as IfLuluA is coooemed, have almost 
oeased to be active forces. In KalAroA, whore the struggle for 
exietenoe has beooaie very keen, the MusoImAns are more inured 
to poverty and want than the Hindus, among whom there are no 
large hardy olasses of aBmi-aboriginal deeoent, like tbo Obandtls 
and Pode, who would probably have competed suooeesfully with the 
MusolmOae. Sicoil&rly, In Baltdghits, Piikgfich&, and Aefteuui, 
the oompsrative paudiy of hfnhsTmnadans is attributed to oom- 
petition with the Ohandile and Pods. 

There appears tu be little doubt that this distriot 4ms originally yiodu*. 
peopled by the Ohonddla and Pods, the former ocoupying the 
eastern and the loiter the western half of it. In all probability, 
thoy were originally bmters and fishermen, the Pods following 
tile latter oolling almost exolusively, while some oi the ChondSlB 
were huntas also. *When the higher Hindu ceetee migrated into 
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tho distrioi, they cooupied the oomparatiTely Ugh lands on the 
banks of the rirera; while the OhnQd&ls and Pods were drhen mto 
the juBglea to the south of the djstriot, or to the lov maTshy 
tracts hstween the difforeot riTOR. Thus, we find the high oaste 
Hindus settled mainly along the banks of the JamunS, BetnS, 
Kabadok, Bbairob, and along the NankhfiU and ite oontiauacion, 
the S&tkhir& JTAeJ^iho former of which muet have boon a Hyot 
of some size at one time, though it has now eUted i3|); while the 
Obendals and Pods lire in the interremng maishes and in the 
jungles to the south. Apparently tho only case in whioli high 
caste Hbdns penetrated Tory for south was wbon Prat&pfiditya 
founded tswanpur; and this s^me to havo boon duo to the faot that 
ho woe in search of a safe refuge for himsoli and his adbsi’onts, 
and went further afield than he would have cthoiwise done. 

Chriedan*, Qf the 1,275 Ohnstions onumeratod in 1901, no lose than 
1,228 were natiTee, the great majority being converts of the 
Baptist Misnon, which hoe been at work in t.biis distiiot for about 
40 years. At first, the headquarters of this Mission wore at 
Jessore, the missionsry in charge there visiting the Ohristiaiis 
living in the fiundarbane, bat se the Ohrietian community 
inoreaeed, a separate missionary waa. appointed for Shnlnil TJie 
Mission now has 18 ohurohes and 24 aohcols in the district and 
carries on its work mostly amongst the cultivatiog classes in the 
Sundarhans. The Oxford Miseion also has a station at ShsUhuna, 
a Snndarbans village rituated ,on the Passur, about 80 miles 
south of Khulnk; find there ore some Homan Oatholio Ohiostians 
at MilagSohi in the Sondarbans, who are visited ocoaeioDslly 
by their prieets. The number of Ohrls^ans has inoisased 
ooQsiderably in recent yean, rieing from 747 in 1S81 to 968 in 
1801 and to 1,275 in 1901. Nea;rly the whole number axe 
inhabitanta of thinas Khulna, P&lkgfloha and BSmp&l. 

S«iBe In a district euoh as Khuloi, where a large proportion of 

b*fi^ ^ population oonaista of semi-Hiildaiaed oastes of aborigzoal 
descent, where the people suffer from fever and other diseseee in 
the more settled parte, and where attempts to reolaim the waste 
are endangered by the attaoks of wild animals, it is not altogether 
inrprimng that the more ignorant should believe in spirits or 
deities, who can be induced, if duly propitiated, to ward off disease 
and to protect them from danger in the forsate. Among the 
godlinge of disease two may be mentioned—Jwara N&rfiyan and 
KtalS. 


Jwkn 

ssS 

Kttti. 


Jawata NSriiyac, also known as Jwara Bhairah and 
JwarSsur, is the name given to the fever godliog. He is said to 
have been specially oreated by Siva to fight on the side of B&n 
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Kriabaa's laT&^og may. Hia image b ol a ek 7 -bl.ua ooloar, 
with tiu'da headv, tbrao faet» lix baoda and sine ajaa. Ha ia 
worahippad maialy by tba lower caatu witb the aid c! a BrBhmau 
prlait, wbaa malarial ferar la prevalent or who a a mambei of the 
family raooTora {rom a daagaroaa iUaoaa. Goate are aooriflo&d, 
and oQariagi era made oi rioa» fiiiit, milk and eweeU. Tbe 
worabip ia performo<l on a Tiioaday or SaUtrday otaoma plaoe 
outalda tbo village, and tbo idol is Loft there aftorwarda. 6ttaU ia 
the welbkaown goddew at amall-pox, but in Khulni abe ia 
regordad by Ibo Poda» not merely oa the godddae of imall*pox, but 
at their main deity. If a paraou la oorried off by a tiger, or 
bia oropeara deetroyed by wild oaiaelB, it U thought that it ia 
beoauia be baa mourred the diapleaaure of SltelB. 

An evea moro ourioua inatanoe oi auperatitioa ii the esoroiim iioroiire 
of wild edmala in the Suudarbana, of which the 
ocoount ia ooudeuaed from an artiolo by Mr. D. Suader, formerly 
Oommiaeioner in the SoudarbauQ*:— 

Those who have visited the Sondorbanfi between the montbi of 
Ootober and May have obeerved the brisk trade whiob is carried 
on duneg that period in timber. 'V^ood-emtten oome in boats 
from Barie&l, ShalnA, Fatidpur, Galoutta and other diatriots, end 
enter the foresta oi the Suadaibons for the purpose of outting 
timber. Tbeee places are full of maa-eatbg tigers, and the Iom ' 
of life that annnally oooura from the attooba of these bmtes ia so 
heavy that nothing will penuade woed-outtera to prooeed to f be 
junglaa without their /akir. He u the one person who ia 
believed to poaseaa power to disperse tigara, and alao to prevent 
them from attaoking anybody or oaualng loaa of life. Tbo belief 
in the power oi the /aJrir ia ao great that wood-outtera and othara 
deolore that even orooodilesi whiob are also the ooiiad of great loaa 
of life, arc nndoi hia control. It ia aoid thit he oon lasko them 
rise or link in water by his oharme, and by hia exotoiama oloae > 
their moutha and prevent them from doing any harm. 

No work ii begun in the foreata by wood'outtem, until the 
fakir baa gone ih^gh hia obarma and iuoanUtioni, and baa 
performed a oeremosy for the dlapenlcn of all noxiona animals. 

On arrival at the block of land aaleoted fox the wood-outHog 
operations, the fakir lepeata a obarm for tbo aafety of the boat 
and then goea aabore with the wood-ouUen and leleot a piece of 
ground on whicli to propitiate the deitiea. Tho junglo ii oleorod 
there, osd the fakir molM a oirole on the ground with bb right 
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foot and ropeatfl more moaniatiozu. After tide, he huilde 
BOTsn em&ll buta, with etakea and leavei} wi thin hie dioie. 
Ba^uuAg C3X tbe right, the firet Kut U dodioatod to J&ga* 
bandba, ^e friend o£ tlie world, and the second to MikhAdeva, 
the destroyer. The third ie assigned to lJane&, the goddess of 
autkee; next to it a email j^Utfona ie erected in honour of 
Unpopcri, s spirit of the jnngb ^ and beyond this again is s hut 
divided into tvo oompartmente'^ozio for tho other for her 
dsnghtor K6Um&y&. Then there ia snoihor amsU platform, on 
whioh ofierings are mode to 0/pori, a wingod spirit of the 
jungle; after thie is a hut with two oomportmente, one being for 
XCameswori and the other for Bttrhi Tb&kui&cd, and thou a Ireo, 
called Bokshya Obnndt (another name for K&l!), tho trunk 
of whioh Ie smeared with vermiKon. No offerings ore made to 
it. Then oome two more huts, with two oomparttusnie in each 
and fiage flying over thorn. The fint hut ie reaerred for Clhasi 
S&heb and hie brother Kalu, and tho next ia for his son Ohawal 
l?!i and hia nephew B&m (khisl The last deity propitiated ie 
BSatu Bevati (the earth), who has no hut or platform, hut 
receiree offerings plooed on pUntnin loaves on the ground. The 
offering to the different deities are simple enough, oonsisting of 
riee, plantains^ oooonuts, eugot, aweetmeata, etc,; chirOght ta small 
earthen lamps aroUt; pots of water oovered with mango leaves 
* and decorated with an image of the deity in vermilion are put 
out i ozid flags ore hung over the huts. 

When eroiything is ready and the offerings have been 
arranged, the/»it]i‘ retires to purify hiznaoli. He has a bath, and 
returns wearing a rihoit provided for him by the wood*outters, 
with his hands, arms, and fotoheod Bmearod with vermilioo. 
Then, with hands folded before hla face, he goes on his kneee, 
bows his head to the ground, and remains in this attitude for a 
few seoonds before eaoh of the deities in snoceesloD, offering 
up piayere to each of them. After flnisbing bis prayers, 
the prooeeda to ascertain whether a tiger is present 
in the locality or not, bidding it roar on the right or left 
according to its position. He then blows over his arm, and spans 
It from tho elbow to one of his fingers. If the span moots the 
end of any finger oxaotly, the yhitir waits a few minatce and 
ipoi s a second time. If the span fails to meet the same finger 
exaoLly, It is a sgu that a tiger is present and the fah\r hss to 
drive it off. He is smd to able to do this by repeating an 
mooL^tetion: “ In the name of my brothers Hingli, Bingll and 
Kangala, and tho>horsde of Qhftai Saheb, also in the name of 
Barkat (Clod). 0 mother H&moswori, thou art uppermost in my 
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mind. 1 put AzimI, the ridor, on the baoka of the tigers 
cmd tigrettoa of this jungle. Qo eoetwivd, then of oelour of 
fiio; go eoatvard or weetwoid^ go to the rlght^obont, I command 
thoe, and feed thjeelf hj kilKog deer pig. If this mj 
charm fuls, may the top»knot of Mah&dera foil at the feet of 
K&l!.'’ Hingli, BinglL and Maogob, montioned in this durm^ 
are aaid to be dutiee of the jungles and Ibe fatliera of tigers* 
whilo Asrool is alleged to be a spirit vho always rides on the 
baoks of tigers. 

The /sAIj’ then repeats oharms for the proteotxoo of the wood- 
outton and himMli After this, in order to close the eyes of 
the tiger* tbe fek\r repeats &n inoontation, beginning—“ Dust I 
dust! Tbe 'Enest duet be on thy eyes, 0 tiger and tigress. *’ 
Special charms ore repeated, if a tiger is seen in the jungle 
prowliog anywhere near the wood-outlers, or is believed to be in 
their vioinity* or if the growl of a tiger is heard anywhere near 
the place where wood-cutting is going on. ‘‘That the/«&ir U 
thoroughly believed in by wood-outterB," writes h£r, Sunder, 
there is no doubt, and it is equally oertain that hie charms 
and ezoroiams guve them oourage to enter the forests and 
embolden them to wmk there, notwithstanding the variety of 
dangers by which they are surrounded. Without him they would 
be utterly helpless. That his exordsms and inoontatiens have 
little effect hoe been proved, for it often happens that the fahh' 
himself* instead of the vood'Cnttere* ie earned c& Ij the tiger.’’ 

Ur. Sunder also rseo^ns some qoaint instanoee of superstitious 
beliefs about tigers commoo among the people who inhabit or 
work in tha Sundarbans. "There is a superstition that the 
tongue of a tiger is a sore remedy for enlarged spleen. It 
may be taken in two ways. A emoil piece shoiUd be out and 
put within the upper port of a ripe plantain, and the patient 
should bite that part ci the plantain and swallow it ibe fint thing 
in the morning* for Eve ooQseontiTe days. Another way is to 
grind a bit of the tongue with a pepperoorn into a paste, T niv it 
with a little hukkah water, and drink it every monung for seven 
days. The whiskers of a tiger ore oonaidored to be a cure for 
foot-and-meuth disease among cattle. A few hairs of the whiskers 
should be tied in a piece of cloth to a leg of the sick animal, and 
it is believed that all vermiu on the cattle will instantly di*cp ofl. 
The fat of a tiger is oho much sought after, for it is believed to 
be on infallible remedy for rheninatism. It should be rubbed over 
the aSeoted parts of tbe body night and morning. Thb ekln of a 
tiger is considered to be a cure for ophthalmic* It should be 
burnt and ground into a paste with MthkaA water and applied all 
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round tlie oSeotod 070 . Tigor olftwi oro of ton worn by mdo and 
womm 08 a ohora ogaiiiBt ottooka fi'om tigen. Obildran aoma- 
timaa weoi b’gw olawa mouutad ou ailvoi* ai a obarm agaixut tha 
avUeya. 

“ WUon a tfgar oovrioa oCE a miHj/ii of a boat, (ho balm used by 
Mm ia romovadfrem tUo boat and pdaiitod with iho blado upwards 
on tbe apot vUoro iba man waa killed, and a pieoa of wbila olotb, 
vitli aomo iloe Uid in a ooruor of it, ia atUobod to tbo liolm, 
Wban a boatman ia killed by a tiger, hii oar ia planted, blade 
upwards, on tha plaoa where he waa nttaokod, and a white flag, 
with Bome rioe tied in a ooriiar of it, ia fixed (0 tbe oar. If any 
person attempt to romore either the holm or tlio oar and fail to 
draw it out of the ground by a ainglo pull, it ie believed tliat ho 
will be Idllod by a tiger; Imt nobody over interferea with the 
aimple momorlaM to the daad, which are eeen on tbe bauke of 
atreama and in ^e junglea throughout the Sundorbana.’’ * 

Glhftd ^iheb and bia brother Kftlu nentioned in tha above 
acocunt ace aaid to have been Kuhammadan pirs or aainta, who 
bod oomplete power over all living things. It ia believed that 
they poaeeaaed the power of bringing to pass whatever they 
dsaired, and that tigers would eomo to them or disperao at their 
command; also that they used to ride about the junglee on iig:dn. 
They ace venerated both by Muhanmadans and Hindus, and 
whenever any parson desiroa to osier any jangle, he first bonds 
to tbe ground, with bands folded before bia face, and eays; ^^In 
the name of Glhisl Sfiheb/’ Having done tbia, ho goes into the 
jungle, believing that Gh£ai 6&heb will keep him perfectly aafe. 
^^iri and others are nnable to say who Ghia S&heb waa ; but in 
the Sengal Oeneus Boport oi 1901, Hr. Gbit writoa as follows 
Zindah Qh6si from ^ndikd'Gh&al, * conqueror of infidels,' ridea 
on a tiger in the Snndarbansj and ia the patron saint of wood- 
outtera, whom be ia supposed to protect from tigers and orooodilea. 
He ia aona^es identified with Qb&ai Hiy&n and sometimes 
with Gb42i Ksdar. One Kubamoiadan gentleman tells me he 
is Badiruddin fihih Hadar, who died in A. H. 840 fighting 
against tbo Infidels. Songs are sung in his honour and offerings 
aro made after a safe return from a journey. Hindu women 
often moke vowa to have longi sung to him if their children 
reach a certain age. His abnno ia balleved to be on a mountain 
oalled Madarii in the Him&layaa.” 

Another fur of groat loool repute la IGi&n Jah&u, or aa he is 
known locally Zhknja All, the warrior sunt of tho Bundarhans, 
whose history has b^n given in the previous ohapter. Various 
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trA^tioiu to his &i»ne—omo&g: otWfl, that be bdoama 

pione in bis old and entered bie tomb while atill alivo to OM&pe 

from a pimitire foroe sent ogomat him by JahSngir. He ie 
now regarded as a uunt; mu^ftooloiu cures are said to be eSeoted 
at )iis lomb; sod ibero is & speei&l yearly fesdTol when people 
come to offerings. 

Acoording to the oeuius ol 1901, no loss than 202,7db Mubam« Mosam. 
modons are Sheikbi and 284,673 are Atrtf or AjUt» the ouly"**^**^ 
othu* oloss with more than 10,000 lepiesentatiTeN being Jol&hM, ^ 
wbo namber 20,937. The Idghor olosaei form a very small 
miaority, only the Pathftns Baiyode (3,370) numbering 

over 1,000. 

locally, bowerer, the most oontaoa (dossifiootion is that ofiabrie 
Asiirlf o&d Atxnf. The former are the doioendacts of pnre^t!^. 
Uuialm&ns, who oamo into the district from Northern India i the 
latter ose tUo descendants of seml-Hinduised aborigines, prin- 
cipally ObandoU and Pods, and of low costs HiniJua, who were 
oonvertod to IsUlm. The word Ashrftt is the piural uf Sbar^f, 
and the designation moans therefore the paiii^sus or nobles, 
while tho woi^dAtrBf, which is tho plural of hraj>/f, is ooamonly 
nadentood as neaning tbs oommon people or ^e masses, the 
low bom or Iheploboione. Tbs people to whom it is applied do 
not demur to its use and frankly admit their inferiority to the 
Ashrfti. They do not, however, hnow or admit that they ore 
desoeodonle of ooa verts to IsUm; aocordlng to them, fhoy are 
the tillers of the soil, while the Asbr&f do not oulllvsts the land 
with Ihoir own hands The latter title is sorapulously oonflned to 
those families wbo are pure KusnlmKoi by entnotioa, and it is 
only they who use the tribal titles of Saiyad, Uir end RhSn. 

T*he Atrif oorofully avoid the tribal titles used by them, except 
that of Sheikh. In addition to the title of Sheikh, whioh 
servofl to mis np tho Ashr&f and Atrif to some extent, tbe latter 
have distinotivo titles of their own, such as Sardftr, <3 hast, hlsodal 
or Moral, oto. As* in the ooea of the Hindus, the Aslirftf who 
6nt migrated into the distrlot took up their abode on tbe banks o£ 
the rivers, whilo the Atrif, like their unconverted bretbron, dwelt 
in tbe jungles in tbe south of the district or in the marshy tnots 
which lie between the rivers. 

The only Hindu castes aambering over 25,000 are tbe Chandlls, Knrsv 
I'ods, ESyasths, Kaibarttns and Brtthmans. A brief aoeount of 
eatdi of these oastM is given below 

By far the most numerous Hindu oastea in Khulnl 01*0 tbeciundib 
Pods and tbe Ohandlls, or oa Ihey now call themeelves, Names or 
^omwudrss. Tho former nnmbor 190,507, and tbe latter 
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106,4^6 i and l>etwedQ tbdm they aoooimi ior naorlj ono*tHid of 
ibe total Hindu popol&tiost Tho Pods ara daaoribed aa hdtig 
the most hatd^worldng and thrifty people in tbe distrlot, and 
their habits and modo of life as exoaptionallj weU'Soitsd to the 
oiroumstaaoes of the country m wbioh tboy Ure. They are, 
raoreover, peocadoring and Luv^biding^ and not at all litigiona. 
The Ohond&Is, vho, 'with the Pods, are believed to ba70 boou tlio 
original eetilen of the district, ore, in their habits and modes of 
life equally ’veU-solied to the ciioumstonoes of the distriot, hut 
have not inoroosed in the same proportion^ They ore less thrifty 
than the Pods and have probably always been more pugooeions 
and less peooeful than tha latter. At any rale, tlio Ices ^vanood 
members of tha ChondlU caste aie now oxtromely turbulent; and 
with the MusalmSns, many o{ whom are desoonded from the same 
auoestors, they are Tasponsible for most of the riots that take 
place in the district.* 

At the some tuna, it should be stated that, as a oommunity, 
the Ohand&ls or Nomasiidras shew oonsiderabU aptitude for 
organization uid that the ideals pursued by the bettor olossoe 
among them seem praiseworthy. As on instance of this, may 
be mentioned a oonferanoe recently held (in Maroh 1908), wbi<di 
was atteodod by Komasudras from Kbiilni, the adjoining districts, 
and some distriotj of Bastem Bengal. Prom the publiahod 
reporU it appsen that Its objeots were the spread of edaction, 
the establishment of a permauent fund, and the removal of social 
evils. In puisoaaoe of those objeots, the following resolutions 
wore passed :—** (I) That the N'amaelidra oonferonoe be modo 
permanent by yearly meetizigB to be hold in dif eront districts for 
the disouBsloQ of ecoial xoaitese and the spread of cduoatioo. 
(3) That a village oommittee be formed in every Namuudra 
viliiga, and unions of 16 snob viUagee, and a distrioi oommittee 
in every diatiiot. (6) That for aoqniriog funds for a £taina> 
suira ooatribution fund, village committeee, unioos and district 
committees be authorised to ooUeot suheariptloDs. A handful 
of ri.ee should be set apart before meals in every family, and 
ooUeoted weekly by the village oommittoe. Every member cf 
village committee will pay a monthly subscription of one anna, 
of unions two annas, and of district oommitteos four onnos. 
Three per cent, of the expensce incniTEed in $ydMa, majrlagos 
and other occasions must be rosexved for this fond. (4) That 
as some active measure sbould be adopted towards sodal leform 
it is resolved that any Namasudra manying his son under 
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mittMf uid yrnont moat l« iqpaoall/ <itt6fDl aV)ut etrioi 
oompliAzioe with this iMolntioo/* 

Thd fdiowing ttary ragardu^ tha ori^ oi tha Podi and 
Ohftndftla a CTUtaoi in Khuloi:— baautiful girl noosmbad 
to the bUiuUihin«ita of a low>aaaU lorav and gava Uith to 
a son. Tha inbigoa and iti raaaU wara kapt laezati and in 
due oouae the girl vaa roamed to a man of hor own zaek 
in Ufa. Bbo had aaTaral o^ar eooa, who ware hroughi up in 
oomfoxt, while he fint-horn ilufted for husaalf aa bast he oould. 

Whw tha legitimate childraa grew up. they Uarot the story 
of their mothar'i troiUy and periacated &eir half-brother in all 
poeeiblo ways. Onoe, whtt he was aw«7 from hoiM, they palled 
up his paddy eeedlinga aud planted them npaide down, ^a wee 
moia than ^e baatard oould banr, and he wai about to oomait 
suloida whan tha goddaea lalobml appeared and caused the 
plants to bear a orop of golden grain. The baaterd ii said to 
be tha anofstor of the Pods, while the legitimate eons weco 
the forabean of the Cbandila* 

The KiyutliS, who number BB.dSd, ere obiefly Dakahin Ulrhii, 
eeeepi ihoae who lire in tha eooth and weat of the SAlkhiri sab- 
divisian, who are prinoipally members of tha Baogija iab* 04 ate. 

Tbaee latter beloag to the Samij, and ooknowladge as their 
loodera the Blboe or lUjia of Nnnnagar, idio are laid to be 
the daaoendanta of Kaobu Bai, the oousio of tbe oelebrated 
PratSplditya. 

The K^bartiai, who number 36,197^ are agricnltunata aad g»iurt. 
flabeiraen, who in many reepeota poeee« qualities amiUr to tboee ^ 
of tha Poda But thay are not ao well*CQitod to the aroumstanoaa 
of the diatriot, ae t^y oannoi adapt thomaaWaa in tba same 
manner to land lubjeot to be inundated by mXi water. 

The Pribmaua of the diatriot ajre mainly QArhi, with a small BtiUioana 
fipnnkliog of Birendi* Brihmaiis. Besidai the Birhi aud 
Birandra Brlhmazia found aH otot the diatriot, there ii a imall 
oolony of Kbiyakubja or Eanaujii Bfihmans in the Tillagea of 
Quii Bsd Ohindanpui doee to Gbteduxi& in its aitreme north* 
western comar. Bona of these families appear to hare been 
eatabliihed in thair praeent homes for four or fire generatioui, 
while others say th^ they immigrated seven genaratloss sgo. 

The head of one of tbe former familiee itatea that his ancestors 
first came to, and settled in, Ifunhidlbid; but later oo, durlog 
the troabloui times of the Usriihl invaaon*, they sought 
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uid found ahelta in the looility in vliioh iboy hATO einoo 
boon est&blubed. 

The other hi^h oaatet hnve bnt few r o pree o ntatiTee, uid it is 
notioeoble that the B&idyu, who Are so oomeions o^BOwhere* 
number only I >641. They are almoel onthely Eirhis end appear 
to bare be^ «UbUehed in fbia dwtrioi in oocopantiyely early 
Ktupm. Moei of the leading famlHee of thii oaate haye some 
tradition to the eSeot that they came from other diatricti to the 
north and weal, hut they cannot give any definite iufom&tion on 
the sibjeot. 

Among other cutes found in m$j he zDOntioned 

the Pirilisj the descendanU of Hindos who became hCuhnninutdans 
because they wero ootcasted for having boon forced to taste or 
amtt X\ forbidden food cooked by a Hxibainmadan* Some only of 
the Pirilie are MabanunadaaB, and many of them retain 
Hindu beliefs and eoatome. Others bare niooeeded to a certain 
extent in reoovanng their otigmal caste and have remained 
Hindu. They are aaid to be named after a Brihman apoatate, 
earned ^ All, the of in^&n JabAn or IChinja dli, who 
ruled in Ehnloi about four centoBM ago. Tradition uya that 
he became a Muhammadan in oooMqnenoo of a iriok played 
upon him by Khinja All. The ^017 goee that during the 
Bamain the Br&hmao presented Eh&nja All with a bouquet 
of flowers, nod whan he inhaled the perfume, had the impru¬ 
dence to reproeoh liim for breaking the fast, saying In oizr 
Sutras, it is written that smelUi^ is half eating, (igfirdn<m 
ai-dSa iMcfOHam)." The Nawib took a grim voDgeanoe. Some 
time afterwards, he gave a banquet to which be invited the 
Brihman, and whan the latter entered the room, bad a door 
opened, behind which a sUaznxsg broth of beef was being pr^ 
pared. The UDfortunate Hindu at onoe tmeed hit doth to hie 
noee to keep out the polluting odour, but his attempt was vain and 
the Nairtfa taunted bm ur his own words" Let me remind 
you thetj acooxding to your Biairas, sxnellisg as half eating.” 
The Hindu’s caste was gone, end he was obliged to turn Mural* 
tuSs, adopting the name of Muhammad Tihir, though he is 
aitne generally known as 1 ^ Ali. It is astd that the great 
Tagore family of PithtulighUa in Oaloutin are descended from 
the eon horn to him while still a Brihman.* 

The dietary of the great majority of the people )i a simple 
one, consisting prinapally of rioe, fish a^ vegetahlee, ^t 
Muhammadans lodalge in animal food when they can afford it. 

* Sm klM C««Cw ud SdeU (pp. llS*Ui) bj Jofendn 
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A s a roU, 6i»t meftl is takeo in the morning Wfore the Food. 
iTOrk of the d&j begins ; tbsro ia a alight rspait at noon ; and 
aU finish •off with a meal abont nine o’olook at night. 

Tho ordinary dreae oi a vaU-to*do man ocnmis of a vaiet^oioUiioa. 
doth {dhuii)t a ooiton iheet ox ehawl {ohAdar)^ and aometunee a 
eort of ooat (^n^do). A. oulUratov in aTerage dranmitanoee 
dothea hicuelf in a waieUlot)!, and a aonrf vhioh he 

voare orer hia ahoulder^ tho maierlol being oi itonter and ooaner 
obih than that of a ahopkoeper'e drea, In the oold aoason, 
the shopkeeper wears a efidda/' or ahawl ol broadoloth, abont 8^ 
yards in length, not made up iu any way, bnt aimply out from 
the pieoe; while the odtir&tor wears a sUatlor of stout cotton 
doth, with a or large cotton qnili, as a oorering at night. 

Goats, vests, shirts and oomiorters aro now somotimes used even 
by onUiTators and boatmen, and oboap imported woollen 
wrappers are gradually roploolng oountry-made ooiton chideu’t 
for winter wear. By women the idri is nniTerselly worn, one 
end being draped over the head and ehoulden and fastened 
to tho w^t pieoe. 

Tho honsee are not olustorod together is vill&gea, as thstHoiM. 
term li understood in other ports, but esoh is praoUoally a home* 
stead, standing in iU own Uttle patch of land and surrounded by 
a small orohord of froit and palm tress. The highest ground 
STeilablo ii seleoted; and where the site is low, it is laboriously 
raised by ozoaration, with the result that there ore hollows and 
pits in sTory ooiopound, which in the nine oro filled with stag* 
nant water. 4 rsspsotable shopkeepor's house is built of evfidri 
posts, bamboo, and reed mats. The floor, wbioh is of snd, Is 
raised two or three feet above the surface of the ground. The 
ludes of the honse are made of reed maisj with spilt bamhon 
laid aoroee, whioh ore eomeHmes piuuted bleok. The roof is 
thatobed with straw, son grass (a slender long gross which does 
not easily rot in the rains), and QoIpSid ortheleares oi the 
Manidl or wild date plam. The hut counts of one room abont 
30 feet long by 15 feet broad, with narrow Terandahe in iront 
and at the beck, mth mud steps leading to them. It has usu¬ 
ally two doors placed opposite to eooh other, the panels being 
set in wooden frames. On eedh side of the door ore windows 
to edmit oii and light. In addition to this building, a shop¬ 
keeper has also e oookiag-house, where he end bis family take 
their meals, a oow-ehed, end two or three granaries (ffoUu) for 
storing rice. These are ntuatod at a short distance from the shop, 
hut the whole of the buildings forming the homestead ore sur¬ 
rounded by a fence composed of reeds pleated together. 
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Tbe w»lU o{ iU cnldrAton* bouafl are built of mud or 
oonsist of reed maU, with bamboo or gordu poa(a> tbe roof being 
tbatobed. Tbe floor it made oi mud, g6iMraU7 meed about 
tbiee feet abore tbe letel of tbe outaide groaodi but in tbe better 
clam of booeoe flooia ralaed to Ibe beagbt of elx or eight feet 
are not nncommon. Tbe bouae of a boaUiadmau in moderato 
eiroumetanoee bu usoallj abont Are roomi; tbe prinoipal room 
baa a narrov reraadab hi front, wiib mad ^epe leading up to it. 
On one ^e ia a email room uaed aa a Idteben; eometimce, 
bowerer, tbe ooob-room U a eeparate bot On tbe other tide 
it oootbor email room where tho women of tbe family buib 
ncc ; and there aro aleo a granary and a oow>^od, detaobod 
from tbe booee. 

In tbe town of SbnlnA, aa well ae in tbe Interior, many 
eubetantial boneee, generally one atoieyedi bate of lato been oou* 
etnotod by well-tt^do people, eepeoially lamfodflre and ploadere j 
but tbe middle and poorer olimea lire in bate aa deeorib^ abovo. 
Tbe number of briok'built booeoa ia graduiUy inoieaimg. 

Tbe prindpal amuemsta of tbe people ooniiat of tarioue 
moeioal and tbeeirioel entertalomenta, bo^ raoee, borH raeee, 
etc. A. popular entartalAoeot oonaiata of matdiee between Mir- 
dbh, La.ipertiee of ugere (ba^Ot wbieh then aro report* 
ed to be 800 or 400 ia tbia diatriot Each party eondeta of eight or 
ten meni with a beadsian, who ia tbe real Ubu Two rival partiee 
are hired t ogive e perfonoanee on aomo feefive oecaaion, eltbor 
in private booaee or at eommon meeting plaoee in tbe vUlegee, tbe 
obarge being Be. or Be. 30 a night. Tbe liaadnan of one party 
reoUea imprompta venaa, wbleb aro repeated by bia foUowore, 
and then tbe other party foUowe nit Ae veteee reoited goner* 
ally deal with eome religioua theme, but in tbeh keennoea to 
outdo one another, the pezformare, at least in pnbllo plaeeai rally 
and ridionle tbdr rlvala with riiymee of an obudre cbaraoter. 
The whole perfonoanee ii tbna oft«n itriHsgly like that dea- 
oebed by Horace: *' p*r Avee mewia iiMnlia mofftn 
Vfrvbtt$ aU 0 rn\i opprobi* reafM Tbe ksM aro generally 

recruited ftom low olase Hmdoa, but Lbwo are eome Mnbam* 
Dtdaae among them ; leading Mu are foand at Hanii, Fabirhit 
and BoAlit. 

Tbe Jdird Ii an enteHelnment of a higher , ooneiating of 
tbe parformanoe of a mjfbologioal piece, genenlly eoleoted from 
tbe Rdmigana (a JfffAdMdfem. The performen are organised 
partiee of mnsidans called jdti’dtedfit, eeob party ooneiating 
of men aad boya who represent different obaraoten ; ^ female 
parte are taken by eome of the boya or men with dean^ebaven 
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facM* Tbdy aia^, dAOOd, asd alw g^ve mn^l Qcxiodris. 
Tlio J^ii'iuSiAs ara proloMioaal men, vbo ate hired oat to give 
performs noea in tho hooaoa d vdl*to>do people o& the ocoemm 
of the Durg&pujft or other religioiu and veddiog foetmtlea. 
They are oleo engaged for the orguuaed by the people 

of one or more xieighboiifing Tillagee, who raiae aubeoriptiooe 
araonget themaoltea to pay thmr fooa UenaUy, the porforma&ooe 
aro giTon at nighty aud oontinuo for lereral nigUte: they are 
koonly onfoyed by the umple voatice, malo and {omale, Hindu 
and Hidiammadao. There axo three or four local jAtrA partiee, 
and oeoaeionally partloeof ipeoiol ikill are engaged from oiher 
dietrloU or Caloutta. Thoy ehargo Eo. 50 to Be. 100 for a night’e 
perfonnonoe. The edueatod middle oleesee ia Kbulni, BAgber* 
bit and SfttkbirA, and in advanood yillngce like Senhlti, hCuIghar 
and M&guvSf haroaleo formed themeelvee into amateur dramatic 
Bodetiee) their performanoee being given at night in hooeee built 
and eei apart for the purpoeo. 

Tho bdtaffirit mentioned above alto play an important part 
in village life> nearly every big village having a plnoe o^ed 
tho for their performanoe. Several in£u6niial 

men of one or more villages form themielvea into a oommittee, 
etyling themselvoB P&nd&j and raise a fund for the performance 
of the frdjviyd/'i. When a enlHoient summit may be Ba. 100, 
Ba 200, or more—baa been oolleoted, they decide on the beet ivay 
to spend it. As a rule, a email portion is spent on the p^'a «( 
some god, godliog, or goddess, euob as KllT, whose image 
is Ht up under a shed, in front of which bamboo poets 
ore ereoiod, forming a quadrangle* A thinieui or canopy 
21 spread over them, and smte and thfli are laid out for the 
audlones; encloeed esats ore also provided for parcfd 
women o! respeotablo families. Some goats are soarifloed before 
the image, and the eubecriben then partake of a feast provided 
from the Idropari fund. EiUier a j4tra or kabi party, or both 
when funds permit, are hired, and their performanosa are enjoyed 
for eeveral days and nights by the people of the neighhomiiood, 
who come in Urge snmbors to see them. In &e village of 
Tilak, opposite Kbulnl, a iOrapAn on a grand scale ia oelebrated 
every year and is the ooeoaion of a large fair, Mnbammadans 
also willingly join in the tdrapdt'it, although Hindus are the 
principal organizers, Hindu idols are worshipped, and the jdin 
and partiee pariom Hindu mythclogloal piao^ 

Another mueioal ontsrtaioment Is oelled fffidtirgin, which 
oensifite of songe sung in honour of ^hAzi after the oultivftting 
season is over. The Muhammadans at this time go about in 
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amnW b&oda of OT 10 men un^ng snbh eon^ on roooipt of BmoAl 
fees. The Hindoe form UajsDddr partiee, i.e., 10 or 12 

persocQ form tbemsolvH into a party and sing songs in proiso 
of 6iT& and Qaurl during tho KllpiljA ioetaval to tho groat delight 
c£ iho rustice. 

Horo, as slaowhoro, kito^Hying matohee betwoon partios of 
about four men arc a popular amueeinent. Tho raatoKos ore 
gCTornod by nites regarding tho else of the kitoa, tko loogtU of 
tbo ai ring , oto. The BtxingB are coated with powdored glass 
stuck on with gloe, and ea^ party iiids to znancouno its kite 
BO as to cut the siring or, eyen beitor> tlio end of iho nral kite. 
Baoea between oountry-bred ponies of diSeronb TiUagce take 
place during Tarioua feetiyala, the principal yillages engogiog in 
this sport being Clih&gUdaha, Solpurhit, (3bSturb&t» Biromani 
and Daolaipur. SwlmTuing matchoe are also gener^. 

Boat raoes are eyen more popular, as is only natural in a 
distriot where almost every mui is a boatman. They are held 
piaotioaUy all over the distriot, and among other plaoee at 
iChuIni, Hoilblr, Hatenga, Ohhaohoidaha, Nagcrkandi, XAnp&la, 
and Bftgherhfit. The rooing oanoes or boats are 50 to 100 feet 
long, and are manned eometimes by as many ae 60 pairs of 
rowers. The villagers who form the crew come eooh wilh hie 
own paddle, for praotically every in this fen distriot hos a 
paddle of his own. These races ore a pioturesque sight and give 
rise to the wildest ezoitomeni. The heats sweep along with great 
speed, whiU the rowers keep time to the songs of a man standing 
up in the boat, and oatch up tbe refrain. 

I^nmeroQB festivals and fairs are held at different places in 
the district. Among those may be mentioned the falxs held at 
Badhh&ta in the SUkhiri sabdivision during the Hindu festivals 
of R&6jgtr&, DnrgftpujS and Cillpuja; at Ae&snm during tbe 
Ddj&tri i at Jl^adAngft during the Sn&njfitrA; at Ehesri 
during the lUej&tr& ; and at Ealing and I^unnagar n alternate 
years during tbe Loljfttr&beld in honour of GobindlDeb, whose 
idol was brought from Oiisss by Frat&psditys, the Hindu here 
of the Snndorbans. Similar ^irs sio held at Hawipfri and 
Ssnkarkh&li, two small villages in the Bbaluk&ptfrycM, during 
the DurgKpQjfi, Doljdtra and BatbjfitrA; at Sfi fekhfr a ou the 
oooasion of the Dolj&tra, which lasts for 8 days; at Eapilmoni in 
the Ehuln& subdiviaion in the middle cf March, for 13 days; and 
at Uadini in the same subdivision in March for d days. The 
following fairs are held annually in the B&gherh&t subdiviston: 
at Msghih in April for one month; at Nogorkandi in the middle 
of November for 15 days; at B&gherhat on the occasion of the 
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Sripeaoluuu! fa one month; ftt Lenpila dimng the RaihjStrft for 
Dine days; et Oliitalmiri in April iiv L5 liaya; at Karap&rs on 
tbo doth Ohoitra (April) for 4 days; at BaDjaganli on^e 10th 
Pane (Deoomher) for 4 days; at I^kpur in October lor 10 
day a; at RSmp&l on the lit Ph&lg:iin (Febnxary) for one month; 
at Malgari in the latter part of Ph&l^n (Uaroh) for 10 days; 
at hlor^lganj m Baiso^ (April) for one month; at Banagrim 
in Ohaitra (Marah) for 10 days; at Badhal in Pb&lgnn 
(Pebraary) fa 15 days; at Ran^piifi in Chaitia (hCaroh) for 
is days; at KaohiHU in April for 10 days; and at htanel 
in Norezcbar for 15 days. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

PUBIIO HEALTH. 

It IB imposMbU to doscribo EiuIoS os a rcolly boaltby dislriot, 
tmts. but oo tlie other hand it is not conepionously unhealthy, and it is 
undoabtedly moro Bolubriooe than the northern dietriots of the 
Presidency Division, vis., Joesore, Murahidsbftd and NodiS. 

The moat unhealthy part is the northern tract adjoining 
JesBow, in whioh oondifions are simtlar to those obtoiaiog in that 
district. This tract ia Iraveracd by a number ctf rivers, which 
have been, raised above the level of the aurroundieg country by 
the gradual dapoaition of silt, and the villages gonernlly cluster 
in their neighhourhood. Bslween the rirer ohaanela there aro 
nomeioue marahes, and during the rainy season large areoa are 
under water »tber from the overflowing of the rivera or from 
local rwcfflll. On tho drying up of the land extensive Uli 
remain, many of which 00 ntain water ell the year round, Some 
are oonneoted with the river by *Aa/s or oroeka and are regularly 
flushed out at flood time; but in other coses the k/iak have 
partially ailted up, so that they aro flashed only when the floods 
are unueiiajly high; while others again are unconnected with tho 
rivers, and the water in them lies stagnant for the greater pwt 
of the year. 

In this traot the rill ogee generally consist of a number of 
separate homesteads scattered over a oonsiderable area. The 
houses are built of split bamboo and are usually raised on a 
mud pUntb, oatUc-ebeds are built in close proximity to 
and the whole ooUeotion of huts enelosea a central oourtyard, 
towards which they face, The mud for the plinth, etc., is taken 
from pita dug in the immediate neighbourhood, and after the 
r^ny season these pita remain full of water for a long time. 
The villagoe thus ebound in potobee of broken ground and 
hoUowe, which got flUed with water and rubbish, and become 
overgrown with rank vegetatioo. High graee and underwood 
grow rank in the grovos whioh rortnuud each little riuster of 
homesteads, the soil remains damp for a long time after the raloe, 
and the ponds and casual ooUeoiions of water in the villages 
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mpoTftle y&ry slowly. The supply of drinliiig Tvator, moreOTer, 
ifl oitoQ bad. Yilhgss oq iho baobs of rlTors Uko it dirootly 
from tho strBami bat io saoh oases it is geoerally obtained &t 
a spot wbioh is also used u a batbiog ghsi. If tbere is do river 
or stream oloas by^ the Tillagers get ibeir drinbiQg water from 
teobs, whiob are also osed for waaMsg and other domestio 
purpoiae, sad ora usually dirty ami overgrown with weeda. 
Should there be not oveo a task, the driaklog water is drawn 
from some pool, and is frequoutly uudt for oouaumptioc. 

OoDditiooa are better ia the central portiaQ of the dietriot, 
for though (he land Is generally marshy and waterlogged, 
it i$ more open aud the jangle is less dense. It cuanot be said, 
however, that ihia tract ia a desirable one for reeidenoe, for it is 
praotioolly a feu oountry. The Tillages are neoessarily built 
along the higher land adjoining its Dumsroos waterways, the 
water-logged traoU in the interior being unfit for humau 
babilatiOD. MarsUas covered with raub vogetaUou abound, and 
it ia not always possible to procure good driukiog wstor. The 
general climate U better, however, then io the north, though 
lioknoBS is commoD from August to September, and fever, with 
diseases of the liver osd spleen, is often present. 

To south of fhe cultivated area human habitaUoos are 
few, as there are oo smWble sites for villages ; and fresh water 
is obtained but raroly. The water way a being praotically the 
only, means of oommunloation with outside plooes, the balk of 
the people have their houses along or aear the banks of khdl^f 
which are closely shut in by jungle, while the state of the 
water in them IncreasM their insalubrity. If tbe is open, 
tbe tide dows in and out, and leaves, eroept at high tide, a b^k 
of mud, wbioh is as much as 10 or 12 feet high in places near 
the sea. If the month of ibe k/fiJ has been dammed, the water 
is neoessarily atagnosi and unwholesome. Good fresh water, it ia 
said, is often more di^oult to prooore than food; bat the people 
apparently beoome inured to these conditions and diiak water that 
Is slightly brackish, apporontlj without any deleterious ooase« 
quenow. 

The system of registerieg births sod deaths oow in vogue v^tix 
was introduced in 1892. Under ibis system vital ocourrenoes svine* 
are repotted by the c/taukidSrt tbrongh the presidents of 
ponchiptU to the police, and tbe Latter submit monthly returua 
to the Oivil Surgeon, by whom statistios for tbe whole dietriot 
are prepared. Theee returns, though unreliable ss regards tbe 
oaoses of mortalify, ere at least sufficiently accurate for tbe 
purpose of caloulatisg the approxiznate growth of the popolation, 
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the reJfttiye he»lthu«u <rr ush«ltbmMs of iaSmai ports of tho 
diitiiot, sfid its islofantj or uualabrit^ os oompsrod ivith other 
distriois. 

Appljis^ this UUer we find that, with tkQ ozoeption of 
the 24-PsxgU3Sa, Kbnlni is tiie lenit o&healihj distriot in the 
Piendesuy Biriuon, and that here m elsewliore tlw grootoet 
mortality is returziod onder the bead of ''{orar ." 
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As Tegtrda the growth of the popnUtioo, doiIng the erne 
ywt endutg ui IfiOO the nombar of births reported Isrgelj 
exceeded the niinber of deaths except ui KalAroft thtDa* where 
th«e wfis a ooD^eraUe excen of deaths; and in the nbeeqnent 
seven jean (ending in 1907} there was an exeeee of 07>60D births. 
As regards the heelthineas of dideront years, the groatsat 
mortality recorded slnco 1699 (when the preeent system was 
iatrodno^) wds in 1900, when there wee e deaUi»rata of 08*80 
per miUe, and tha leeat wee m 1893 when it fell aa low u 97*97 
per mille* The highest Urtb-rate is 43*97 per mlile recorded in 
1902, snd the lowest 96*60 per milU recorded in 1899. 

A special enquiry has xeoently bean made regarding the 
prevelsnoe of malarial fever ta Khnlnl, and the resnlb are 
enmmed ap as follows tn tbe lUport of tiie Drainage Oommittee, 
Bengal, pnblished in 1907. The Kbnlnl district ezhibita fotir 
areas which may perhaps bo diflerenizated. Tin, that to the 
Dorth-weet, wbse the land is raised ordinarily above flood level, 
the popolation is dttse, and the general conditions are similar to 
those in Jessors; the north-eastern portum from the iTessore 
boundary eoutbwards to tiie latitude of Bigherhfc^ where the land 
is low and oorersd with swampe, bat the country is more open and 
there is lees jungle; the oeafcral portionleprseeniaiigtiis area of 
the Bundarbai^ which hae besm rieered aod populated in fairly 
recent tunes; end the us<4eand Sundarbaos to the eoutb. The 
named tract may be axoloded from conmdaratieo* 
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A jjriori it would uom ptobftUd that the oentraL portaon of 
the district would be znore healthy thaa idle sorthera strip, ud 
the etotUUtt ehow thie to he the oase, but the distriot oa a whole 
is Dot abnormally leverieh, The figures of total mortality in 
diflereot thfiuoa bear a fairly oonstant relation to the death'ratea 
from {d7er» eaoept perhaps in whioh is ratlur more 

feverish, and Asaeani rather leas so, than the total dsath^rate only 
would presume. Judging from the averogo anuusl fovei’ rate in 
(he whole distiioi (I901-I900), vis., 20'8 per mille, the th&naa 
showiDg a proportion per millo of 25 and over may be oUseed as 
apeoially nnhealthy, and those of 15 and under as the reverse. 
Upon this basis we ^nd in lOinlTd the healthy thanas of IT&liganj 
and PfilkgSol^ closely followed by AsSntni and CiDp&l, all along 
the oentzal line bordering upon the Sanderbans, wbde Blal£roi and 
M&giira in the north-west comer, and MoUah&t on the Doith-east, 
all show fever ratse which, for the dutriot, are lugh. The fiaoioa- 
tioDs in pupnlation e^dsibited by the oenaue figures ooiroborate 
these results, except in the cose of MoUahat (4‘5'6)« The 
population in hCfiguri between the two Uet oouansee was practi¬ 
cally stationary, while in £aI&ro& (—10*1) it decreased notics- 
ahly. SathhlrS (-1*7) aleo showed a small diminution, which 
its podtion in the fever list would soucely antioipate, and 
the osnsns report of 1901 mentions unsatLafaotaa'y health os 
a oausc, although loss of trade by the divezaion of the boat 
routes wos also operative. The statistios of total births and 
deaths for ive ysus (1901 *1905) show an excess of births every- 
where, although it wee very small is MoU&h&t, and not large in 
Kalirol, thus ecoording genorallj, though not conspicuously, 
with the dedootions made above. 

Local opinion is porhaps inolioed to consider the district as 
more malaTlone than atatislioe corroborate, and the Dietrict 
Magistrate'remaika that there is a gensial baUef that the district 
is malarious; but there is no evidsnee to suppose that malanal 
fever bae ooosiderably increased in aoy part i& reoent times, nor is 
tiiere evidence to support (be fact that there has been in recent 
timee any daorease of population or failure to cultivate land on 
this account. The specially unhealthy areas particularly named 
by the local oSoers consist of villages scattered ^roughout the 
district, and the statoment does not permit of veridoation wilhont 
detiulcd enquiry. Local opinion was portioularly emphatio regsrd- 
ing the unhealthinces of S&thhiA, and the decrease of population, 
between 1801 and 1901 is some ootToborativo evidence, bat the 
figures sQircelj support the statement made to ns that malaria is 
^‘rampant’* throughout the subdivision, ajid vre ue inolinod to 
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tkiAk tiiAt the Ud npnUtion cf tbe saMinBOflal liMd^uartors is 
partly dxie to iha hot it is moxo oonipioaous tbui otlior 
tHU^oa. 

"The only dohiled lookl en^olry of recent touohixlg 
the Zhtiloi district ie that of Oaptm Sinha, i.ua, Deputy 
Saoitaiy ComnuMionsr, mads in Mar^ 1895 in the ICbUtoI 
thine, where an aToege spleen rate of 37'4 wee found, about 
half the oasee exanined adult and half children. So far 
as we oan ludga, there U no epocaal reason for suppoeiag tho 
main proportion of fever in to be othar than malanal, 

and we aubsut. the following oo&olaaLcni regarding the dii- 
trlct. (a) Xt ia not oonspioueualy unhealthy in any part; (ti) 
malaria ia preraloit, bat n^ sepeeUlly ao •, (e) the moit malnrioni 
thlnae are KalBrol, UoUibit, Higuri and perhaps Sitkhiril; and 
(dj the least malariooe are Silrganj, Ptihgfohi, Aalauni and 
Rlmpil." 

As regards the types of isTar prsraleDt it is reported they are 
mostly malanal Intermitteut and remitteot. The ^pes of Inter* 
mittent ferer sre generally quotidian, sometimos Imtian, and 
oooBiiocally quartan. In oesea of remittent fever there is often 
constipation, and sometimes diorrhcsa, nanioa and bdious vomit¬ 
ing. Bronchitis ia also often pres e nt, and in sevoro cosos 
jaundice and delirium may oooav. The fever persista for a 
weak to two weeks, eometimes looger, and then it gradually 
pasHS o9, unless there ate otbor oomplioatioca,* eitbor of tJie 
brain or, ss often happens, of the lunge, or of tho bowels — 
when the patient diee of ooma or heart failure or of ezbauation 
from diirrhcaa or dysentery. The sequel oe of malatisl fovore 
are the same here as in other distriois. There is enlargement of 
the ipleen^whioh is often cf an abconnal Mae, enlaigement of the 
liver, jaundice, eometimee orrhosis of the liver and hsmonbage 
from tiie atomach and bowels, maUnal ooebazia and oanonim oris, 
dyepepais, diarrbcaa and dyaeotery^wlucih last is very oonunon. 
Aowaua and dropey occur early in tho ooune of the dieeose. 

Tho dampneen of the country, withlow4ying badly-drained 
viUagM and abundant vegetation all round them, is the chief 
factor in the oaumtion of the diseaae. The viils^ are built 
near river banks, and u the banks are gtadoally babg silted up 
and raised, natural drainage is stopped, and the ooontiy thiu 
spreeds out into large marshy tractm The housee, moreover, are 
surrounded by pit and hoUowi used aa oess*pits; dirty tanks 
overgrown with weeds are numerous; and the villagea, being 
imb^ded in jungle, are ihut out from ventilation and sunlight. 
Stagnant wat«, with deoomposing vegetation, abounds; and 
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flieffd U| ihdiefore, a large area aT^Ue for tie l^teeding plaoee of 
the anopheles moequito, and ooueqnenily for the spread of the 
diaeaso. 

Next to fdTer the greatest mortalilj ia oenaed oholeta, ciiebra. 
whioh is endemio in the diatiiot and sometimes breaks oat in a 
severe apldetnio form. This disoeas has almost inrariabl^ a 
obaractonstio tiee and fall. The season of its prevalenoe begins 
in October, and oontiniiea until the nuns have Tell set in. It is 
at its maiizniim in December, and at its minimum vben the 
oountiy ia more or loss under water, and the ground saturated with 
moisture. 

Diarrhcea and djienteiy geneiall 7 prevail when the river otScr 
water, wbiob is largely drunk, beoomes braoklsb. Bmall^^x has 
almost disappeared, very few deaths being caused by it from flrniUM. 
year to year. Indrmities, such a« measiiy, deaf •mutism, leprosy 
and blindness, are comperatively rare. According to the oensus 
of 1901 only 44 males and S8 females per 100,000 are Inseme, 
and 63 males and 43 femoles per 100,000 are deaf-mutes. 

As regards the diiTerenoe between the sexes, the nsual oanscs of 
insanity, vis., progress of oiviluation, its consequent wear aad tear 
of nerve tiasues, ccnsangulneous mamagas, and genemt ill'health, 
affect men and women, in a rural distriot hTfo Khulna, to an almost 
equal degree. The only cause which sffcots men m a greater 
degree than women, vis., the use of drugs and spirits, dcea not 
operate to any large extent in this district, where the men are 
oxtremely tempsmte and abstemious. They certainly amoks 
though not in exceaaivs quantitiesand this foot may canss 
the amall diAerenoe between the numbere of male and female 
iusanea In the oaae of deaf*oiutee the difference may be due 
to the concealment of the ocoorrenoe of the infirmity among 
fomalee at the tune of the censos. It is true that it is very 
di^oult to conceal the fact that a girl is u deaf-mute from on enu- 
xaerotor, when ehe is less than 9 years of age, but as soon os she 
groWB older and Is znamed, or otherwise seduded, conoealment 
becomes easy. 

Only dd per 130,000 males and S7 per 100,000 femaleB are 
blind, and there can be no doubt that the distriot is singularly 
free from the cx^diticus wbiob are injurioue ic eye-ughi Glare 
and heat, huta filled with feetid and pungent smoka, and the 
attacks of amall-pox, which arc the inducing causes of so muoh 
blindnees elsewhere, are almost entirely absent; and the virid 
green of the landscape ati/i t[;e cool breeses which blow almost 
thioughoui the year are extremely soothing to, and good for, 
the sight. 
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jjepers are rarer ibaa xa moat Bengal dietrlota, only 

pet 100,000 males and 5 per 100,000 fenalas bung returned 

aa lepers in 1001. Lepro97 ia not endemio in tbia diairiot, 
and the maforitj of Ita Tiotima are to be found among the 
Bunie, who have come to Lho diatriot from West Buidw&n 
and BSokuril, w)im iho dieeose is unusually prevalent. The 
popular theory ouiront in Ibia diatriot about loproay :a that 
it ia caueed. by eating beef, and aiao by over indulgouoe in ortioloe 
of food vMoh have a heating effect, There ia, however, no evi¬ 
dence, even of a plausible oharooter, to support the theory. Beef ia 
eosroely over eaten in thia district even by Muhammadans, and 
"artioles of food ^vhioh have o heating oifeot*’ is too voguo and 
goneral a description for any ocnclnaion to be boeed on the sup* 
posed eifeota of their oonsuznption. It may he added that the 
people live prboipedly on rice and fieh, but most of tbe 6sh 
that they oonsa&e is fresh and wholesome, and not rotten 
or unpeirfeoUy onred. On the whole, however whatever, may 
be Uie oaoee, there can be Utile doubt that the people of 
this district enjoy oomparatire immunity from this dreadful 
diseasd. 

VaooinaUon ia cnmpnUory within the limits of tbe munltt* 
paUtiee of Kbuln&, Sfltl^rS and BebbSU, where paid voooinators 
are employed. In tbe rural areas, whore vaoomation is voluntary, 
the operations ore performed by Uoeaaed vaccinators employed 
from September to March, who charge 2 for each Buooesa- 
fulcose. There ia no particular prejndice against vaoouiation, 
but it oppeara to be leee popular than in other distriote of the 
Diviuon, the ratio of parsoos snecesafuBy vaccinated being i^9‘82 
per milla in 1906*07 and 80'13 per miUe in the previous 5 yemre, 
as oompared with 35*16 and 82*56 par xnille raepeoUvely for 
the whole Division. 

There are three poblio ohacitable dispausariee with aooommo- 
dation for indoor patients, ’vis., at Zbuli^ Bagherhot and S&thhir4, 
and 19 dispensaries which afford relief to out.patienbs only, 
vis., at Daulatpm (opened in 1866), Kalfiroa (1896), Tal& (1896) 
known as the Diamond Jubilee dispensary, Kgligsnj(ld97) known 
as the Yincant dispensary alter the then Collector, MoUsh&t 
(1698), Ghandkh&li (1S99), Naw5pST& (1900), Dumrift (1904) 
known as the Batlsh Chandra MuVhaiji dispoasary after a former 
ObUeotor, B&mp&l (1906), Diknpl (1906) known as the Iswar 
Gbandra dlspeueaiy, Sibbftti (1906), P&ikg&ohl (1907), Debh&U 
(1907), Senb&d (1907), and Obar BaniSri (1907). A few years 
ago tbe Diatriot Board also started a “ Floating Dispeusaiy 
to give ixumediate medical aid in cases of epldamio disease in tbe 
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interior of thlfl ri 7 er diatriot, but apparentIj it foiled to 
oSeot ZLTi<^ good hnd oveniually oloeod. 

The dupeneory at the lieadquarten atati<in of Ehutnft ttoe 
founded in 1804 and la oolleii the Woodburn Hospital after the 
late Lieuteoant-OoTemor of Bengal, Sir John Woodburn, fc.o.a.i., 
ivhOM visit in 1898 gave on impetus to the ioititniMtiL. It 
has 17 beds for men and 7 bode for women, besides one bed in 
Mrs. OoUin's ^onOna Oottngo Word reooutly opened, and it is 
maintamed by a grant from tlio local nmnidpslity and by other 
ruade< The dispensary at SatVhir&hfti 8 beds ictr men and 7 beds 
for women and Is supported by the mnnidpality there. The 
Pistriot Board naintaina the llaghsrUst dispensary, wbloli has JO 
beds for meu and 2 bods for wonsn. The Danlat[Hir disponiary 
is mainly supported by the Saiyodpar Trust estate ond is in charge 
of a Civil Hospital Assistant, who rs paid by Ooveinmeut, Tlie 
rest nre maintained by the Distriot Boud s&d are in oharge 
of looal native doctors having the quaUOoationi of Hospital 
Assistants. 

Besides tlie above, which ere public dii^ponsATiss, there era 
three private dispeosancs at Morrellganj, Bansgrftms&d yshipur, 
which are maincainod by the umlndflrs of ihoso plaoca. The 
dispensary at hforrsUganJ is mainlained by MaliArftj Kumtr 
Bisbl ITesh Law, that at BanAgr&m, wliioh is oollod the Blndu 
BMhinl dispeusary, by 6 r 1 matf Kamal KumArT Obaudhuriai, and 
that at KalHpur by lUi Hari Oharan Chudhuri BaHiuUir, 
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Qfifiiji; Tag foieflta re$6r?ed ty Gtownmeat m Klnlnfi exUad yvn 
•fwg**^* 2,081 iCiMBn bat of tiiig w*tff ciaauels oooouat for 
more tban 500 sqaare mtloi. They are gitaaied in tlie tr&ot 
kaown as the SnDdaibaiu between the eontbom limit of cnltivaUon 
and the Bey of Bengal, end oooupy imineroiiB islands of varying 
siies formed by the niwork of lAaonels oonneoting the lerger 
riren end tftaeriee. ^i« latter ere sohjeot to tidal iniluenoe, nad 
tbs islanda are mandated by salt water daring high B|iring 
eaoept in the east, where the water of the Balesnar and 
other nvers is fresh daring the ramy season owing to the large 
volome poored into them from the Qanges. 

The forests sie bounded on the north by the cnlrimted lands 
of the distriot, on the seat by the Bholi snd Bsleewar rivoi^ on the 
sonth by the Bay of Bengal, and on the west by tbe Eaimangal 
estnuy and Jamnnh riTw, The iriiole of the northern portion of 
this area ia ooTered with forsats compoeed of euRi^ri {Hfritwa 
niMor), whioh deteriorate gradoally towards riie west ^d Booth, 
as the water of the riven becomee more and more sslino. There 
the ^redonrinating speoea is perdn (Cereopi cAndoUfana), and 
tas^i is lees freqcant and of inferior qi^Uy. The other prindpal 
Bpeoiee oi mwt genoal distxibation are:—among d/sAhosar, porrur 
' and d^kundul or gamur {0<tr€pa mehtreentiis), and enar [Anvora 
eueuUaia]; Am^ng £«pMiLKOMe, karauj {Pottgamia glabn) and 
(Og’iomdra rami/iont) ; among Bhuiop^rof, hankra 
{Brvguitra ggmnorAua ); among Lgiki-aous, kford {SanMi'afia 
apaia/a} and ord (£. aeida); among Varbena<w, lian {Atieannta 
^wah'a ); and among Bitpict’hheiaef ga»i {Btcoaowia AgaU 
/Mitd). By far the moet vatoahle apeoiee is raedri, wbioh is grogs* 
rictu And ooonn ^ther pace ^ with an admixture of 

inferior ^es, wherever <v>a di ti<ing an suitable for its development. 
Its Boathem limit as a tree of any sire may be said to be the 

TbU u* boM pnpu^ aiiilj tnm a mU fljntriboted b; Bir D. A. 

rinir«tfle, Dcpst; Cow«rT»Wr if P««fts. ferMriy ia ciiarg« Ol SegaiibM* 
pirtden. 
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Ma ai Tiger Voint, and thenoe a line rnzmmg i& a north-wester]; 
direotum to the jtmotxon’of the iCftlindi and Bumaogel riTors. 

The nioet impoiioat minor produote beatdei hone; and wax 
are:«*-emODg PaimaOt Aflnfdi (PAciiiit j>aiu<iO0A), ffofpi/d {y{^ 
/rutiMiu), vhioh is a useful thatohing mato^, HncMUi 
(0. iioiaNg)y and gMst {0. Zcugfpdt ); and among Gi’smtum, nal 
(^. JTarka], which is need for matting. 

The ftrat attempt to reolieo an; rorenue from the loresta Hismri 
appears to bare been made in 1860, when Govenunent leased out 
the right to lovy diiee on forest prodcoe to the Tort Oaoning 
Oompany at & yearly rental of lU. 3,OOD, The loose was, how¬ 
ever, resumed by Gtoverament in 1660, as it was found that 
the monopoly thus ostahUshed resulted in oonsiderable oppression 
and was ooniruy to the iutensts oi the general public. hhutiheT 
efforts were made to bring the forest under management Id 1672, 
when they wore examined by Hr. Home, Deputy Ooneemtor of 
li’oroeta \ and Dr. Sobllob, then Ooaasrvator oi Poreets in Bengal, 
oame to the oonolusicu that they were ineshaustlblo aud that 
nothiug more than purely fiaoal measuros woe required. 

In 1674 the Eieutonant-Govornor, Sir Biohatd Temple, 
decuded upon a more vigorous policy. Bovtied rolee for the eelo 
of waete lands had been issuo<l*in February of that year, bate 
question soon arose regarding leases of lands in the Suudarbani, 
ae the sale rules were found to be inoporaUve, the terms of 
ttls hsing inch ae to prevent purohssere from ooming forward. 

Sir Biobard Temple, having personally visited the Sunclarbane 
and* examined the physioal oharaoter and natural juoduote of 
this tract, oonsidered Its reUtion to the surrounding diitriotyand 
to the oountry at large. He found himself unable to sooept the 
view that it ueoesBarily wu, or should be, a public object to get 
the whole of tho Snndarbans gradnally reclaimed and brought 
under oultivation. In his opinion, the publlo intoreat might be 
supposed to lie in the very opposite di^ion as regards a very 
large part of this tract. *^The Huhdarbane'^ he wrote, “ inolude 
not only amass of tun<lri trees of oomporatlvely higher growth, 
but also masses of trees and sbrube of lower growth. The former 
are need fox carpentry and timber Work; the latter for fuel. The 
area of both is very oonudsrable. The relation of the tract to the 
surrounding distriota also is uot to be Ic^ sight of. The i 
forests supply ’wood for boat-boilding to the 64-Patganas, to 
Jeasore, to Bockergunge, toNo&kh&li, and to other diitricta, and 
also furnish wood for mnay purposes of domestio srohlteoture.’^ 

M this time an eiperimeut was being tried for employing 
timber in the manufacture of railway aleepera, while other 
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ixees supplied flr^vood uid fuel to OftlouUa and to rnAny othar 
tovsa, tba naedn of xhloh oould hardly be euppUed otherwiee than 
by the Sundarbane. Thixs^ the oountiy at Urge had the etroogeet 
iaterMt lu the Sundubann being preeerred oa a nuroo oi timber, 
wood, and fuel for the use of southern Bengal, so that wholesale 
roolamation wae not wanted there. It was folt that in eome 
ports of this troot the mbititution of iUe>de)ds or jungle might 
be dedreble; but in most parte the gvonnd already bore produce 
which was more valuable to Bengal than rioe. Sir Biobard 
Temple aoocidiugly wished to reetriot reolamatiou un^l ft oould 
be ertabliehed by adequate enquiry whether the Snndurbans oould 
moet ^ese wants and still oflord room for reolemetion. It vras 
admitted that in every (root some portions must be cleared, in 
order to render the remainder aooeesible to man and avoilablo for 
bis use; and in bis opinion, whatever roolamation might bo 
permitted or enoouraged in the Sundarbons should be arranged 
solely with this view. 

Already much of the Snndarbane had been reoUimed, and 
Sir Biobard Temple thought that the time had oome when the 
poeitioa should be reoonsiderod. Oomplainbe were made to him in 
the Baokergunge distridt that logs of the beet quality were 
more rarely seen in the market than formerly. There was not 
eufficient seourity ogoinet the best kind of s unstress being oat 
down in the same reoklees and wasteful manner as that wluoh wes 
known to bavo prevailed in many ports of India before the 
inetitation of the foreat system. Elding these views, therefore, 
he considered that the pubUo interests required that no new 
negotiations of any kind should be open^ for dispo^ng of 
anolaixned land in the Sundsrbane till it was deoided by whet 
mles Qovernment oould best maintain the pritunple that reoloma* 
tion must be subordinate to forest oonservatlon. For this purpoee 
a loQsl investagataon by a properly quallfled officer wae neoessary, 
and the Ooniervator of Forests (1^. Sohlioh) was oooordingly 
deputed to proceed to the spot and make enquiries * Ae the 
result of his inveitigatlons, Dr. Bohlioh oamo to the oonolusion 
that the forests were being overworked sod that steps should be 
takeu to prevent the exbaostion of the sua^H-produoing traote. 

The Bundarbana Forest Division was oooordiugly oonstituted 
in 1874-76, 880 square miles being notiGed as reserved in that 
year, while dldwqaaremllos were Added in 18^C.76, thus making 
a total area of 1,19^ aquare miles. It was laid down that in the 
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BSgkerli&t {oreatfl, vUch lie to tke eaet oi tho Paseui rivor, no 
evM^i txde oi 1668 ilian 3 feet d inclufl in ^rtb At a beigkt of 
foot i^:»m the ground might be out, bat no other restriction vas 
imposed on the romoTAl of . any kind of prodooe. The ooUeoUon 
of daea on aU loieet produce exported ^rae initiated, and the 
eeiabliahmeot of revenue ateiiona oommenoed, the rafee in foroe 
being very Hbeial, oue asna per maund being oharged for etiudr8> 
piitiur and emUr timber, and half on itn-na per maund for parAn 
timhor and tundri fuel. The ayatom of aunagemont oontinoed 
on these lines till the foreata were viaited by b£r. Ban^, Oonaer* 
vator of Poreeta, in 1391, when it hMame clear that tbe eundrl 
forests were being rapidly deetroyed by exoeeaive felling, and that 
the restriction plaoed on tbe cutting of <w«dri ia tbe Bigherhat 
for^ts had been ignored. 

It was then decided to roetriot the felling of smdri to yeatl 7 
eonpea, of whiob each shoald oontain one«tentb of tbe area of 
the real suAtfrl'bearijig treiote, viz., the foreete of the B&gherbafc 
and KhiilrS subdiTlaione; and in view of the extensive deetTaction 
of tuudri timber which bad gone on, tbe minimum felling girth 
had to bo reduced to 3 ieeb A working plan on the above lines 
was drawn np in 1898 for 10 yeara; but owing to the inadeqnaoy 
of the atad, tbe working of the plan became a dead letter, and 
before the cycle of 19 years hud elspeed, fellings of ondextiaed 
tieee were being oarried cot all over the area. Bendea tills,' 
damage, to sn extent that defies description, was resolting from 
the felling of tvetfri foeL and poles in tbe foreefs named above 
under permits issued for the foreete lying further westi 

On the expiry of this plan in 1903, a new system of madage* 
ment was initiated, by which the annnal fellings were confined to 
one*fortietb of the Bigbethat and Bdiulnh foreet area and were 
properly supervised, while no permite for svudri were isued for 
tbe remainder of the forests. The result waa an eacimously 
deoisaaed supply and a sharp fall in revenue aocoznpanied by a rise 
XQ ^6 market value of iundri. Working is etill piocee^g oa 
similar lines, and the introdootion of the system of monopoly sales 
described below baa resulted in a healthy oompetition, which it ia 
hoped will restore the revenue to fomething like its former proper* 
tiems. Tbe rates at pesent in foroo are 9 pies per znaund fox 
iundri fuel, and ^arin poire, 6 pias per maund for poles of 
other species and* ffordn fuel, 8 pies per manndv for fuel of other 
speoies and minor produce, ha. 4 per maund fox wax and Re, 1*8 
for houfiy. 

Bor admiaistiative purposea the Division is grouped in three mamaos* 
oirolee known as the BSgburhat, Tn>nliia and Sitkhiri cirolse. am. 
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B«T6nne baye bean aatabliabed at all iba principal points 

oi dgrou from the Simdarbans, and purobaun prooced to tba 
forests and toko their requirements from any looelity they ohoose, 
on payment of the presoribed royalties par maund of boat 
measuremenb Tha latter are extremely low, as oomparod with Uie 
aotual ralno of tho produoe, and rightly so whon the dilBoultiee 
attendant on work in a tidal fuiosi ore oonaidored. rnrolihseis 
are, howeror, honnd by law to rotnrn with their permits to a 
leTsnue Biatlon wlisrs thsir boat*load« ars examined andoheokod. 
The only exception to the above rule is found in the prooodure 
adopted for diepoiiog of tire annual ollohneot of tundi’l liinW 
and fuel, which is regulated by a syitematio worWng plan. The 
export of 9undr) is only permitted fro in a oertoin dodnite area 
overy year, and under oeiialo oooditione of suporvision and 
oontwL fuel is supplied iiom this sings in the younger 

pole (oreet, while the exploitation of tbs available inAdyi limber 
In the oonpe of the year is now provided for by Improvemont 
lellingi, in which the large quantity of defective and damaged 
trees (to remove wbioh oo provision had been made in fonoor 
years) is being ntilired. All trees are selected and marked for 
felling under trained lupervinos and sold at oompotillve rates 
under what is known ai the monopoly systom. 

The aim oi this system is to fix automatioally the aotual 
value of any prodnee sold, and its working is as follows. For a 
division or area unit, royalty rates are dxd for tbs produce to be 
sold, based on w^at is likely to bo roosivod for similar produce ii 
extr^ed from more inaooeiiiblo arcoe. Then, tho produoo or 
area t6 be sold is divided into lots, aud the monopoly or sole 
privilege of working each lot is sold by auction, the monopoly 
price bid being over and above the royalty rates to be paid after- 
varda in other words, the oontractv pays the price be bids lor 
the monopoly, plus the royalty latoe on the actual quantity of 
timber, eto», lemoved. A consequesoe of this method is that the 
oontractora fay bidding one against the other catixraJly fix the 
proper market value oi tho product, and the owner, i>., the State 
receives a higher valne for the trees nearer the market than for 
those further away. Furthor, detailed &rruig:omeDtii are made for 
the control of iorest produce in transit, in order that the royalty 
cates may bo levied on all that is removed; and before frees can 
be eold, they have to he marked, thereby miforoing an important 
sylvioultniei principle and check. 

It ii ecercely neoeeiary to enlarge on the future benefit that 
will accrue to the forests under this system^ Ono immediate 
result has been to ourteil the supply oonsiderably, and another has 
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been to throw the bulk of the trade in ibe Taluable <upi(/r< timber 
into the bacda of B&oker^nge mah^ant, who inTfrriablj outbid 
other oompetiton &t the aaotione. 

It may be noted that, in addition to the reTeone stelione men* 
tioned aboTOr there sre also some 10 patrol boats in obar^e oh 
foreetm^ which patrol near ibe boundary between ibe vanone 
statzoos, in order to obeok illioit rem ovale, whioh the local viUegers 
oennot abstain from attempting from time to time. Such patrol 
worb U anpplementod by the tonre undertaken by the Gazetted 
Offioere of ^e Bivisioiif who inspeot the work of both the station 
And patrol o£oen» and also do a oonsiderable Sdount of petroUisg 
in the roore iaaooeeaible perie of the foreate. 

The following table gives the ealient statietice of the working 
of the foreeie daring the 10 years 1800-9$ to 190d*0d and aleo 
duriog 1906-07. 



Tjftbsr. 

FooL 

Ulnor 

(rodaee. 

Sivtnv*. 

RxpaadV* 

Mn. 

Svrploi. 


CttUe fMt. 

SuUo f»er. 


It*. 

St. 

lU. 

Ton) ... 

A»er*p) 

ZOOM? 

s7.eM,ei7 

s.Tso.eei 

s.sHiee 

ill 

056.074 

0e,B07 

99.917 

46,04.103 

4,50,410 

6,21.151 

WAoa 

ei,seo 

i.OifiOO 

80,91,202 

8.60.180 

8,18,661 


The Sundarbana forests supply year after year imtoecse qnanti- viikih. 
ties of foreet produce to ^ulnS and the adjoining divots, 
eapeoially the 94*Pargenaa» ifessoTe and Baokergunga dndJeas 
sumbere of boats proceed throughout the year to the forests and 
return laden with timber^ firewood, thatching mateiials, etc., to 
supply wbioh there ia acancely any other aouroe available. There 
ere, it is true, 1,798 square tnilM cd proteoted forests in the weetern 
part of the Sundorb&u aiiuted in the IM<Parganas dUtriot, but 
owing to its eoline obaraoUr tract does not prodscs a large 
quanti^ of the beet timber and f oel trees. There is also a private 
^ste in the 8stkbii& subdivision, which partly supplies the 
wants of the nsighboDriug inbabitcnts, and alongside ^e forests 
lie the disforested from time to time and leased for cul¬ 
tivation, wbioh in some casee still oontoin forest* With theea 
ezoeptions, the forests have to meet the demand for fonet produce 
throughout the Ehulnt and Jessore districts, and in a lesser degree 
that of'the Backerguuge distriot. Calcutta is also a market for 
polpdtd, fuel and pardn posts, and in addition to these products, > 
turuiri timber goes to Dtunria in the Kbnln& distriot, to Tnany 
places in the Backeigunge district, to XeliHU in the Fartdpur 








dutfiot) a ad to Ab bambooB do not grov well near tba 

Kundarbftzis aroa^ and nearly all availablo land ia darotad to tba 
onldvaiioo of rioa, tbora is a atssJy loosi demand for maferiala 
j squired for b( aee>bn)ldiog and agriouUurs) inplsioents, while 
the dried/lab industry also absorbs a qaaolity of firewood. SuNdri 
tlmjKi' fur boat^boildisg is in great demand {breogbout the 
aoighbouriog distriote; but latterly, ouing to the curtailment of 
4be supply, it is giving pUoe to teak and, in a lesior dog/es, to tii 
timber. Jt is bsUbVsd that eonijanikively few boats an now built 
of tkndt'i in tbo SbulnK diblriot, the bulk of tbs material ATsilable 
being bought up by wealthy innh(^‘aM of BaoVargimgr, who in 
addition to purchasing for their own requircaeots, export tiiis 
Umber to Daooo uod othor diitriou to the norlb. 
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AQBICni.TtnU!. 

Gek&ralli epe&kiB^, agnoolture is earned on saooeerinlly in osiibai 
the settled tmt io tiie north, hut conditioDs are ncihvoarable * 
to it in the ifOiitii^veatenL portion of this tract, vie., in parts of 
th&na P&ikg£oh& in the Slhulni sahdivislon, and in thanas 
AsAsoni, E&lfganj and the sonthem portioa of thans Sitlchiia 
in the tiatkhir& subdivision. Eleewhare, the land is fertile end 
is renorated penodioallj b; innndadcns of sweet water, which 
WBsh awsj salt and leave fresh silt depodU. 

In the northem portion of the subdivi&on, where the 

oonntry is oompsraUvelj high, the crops are not expcs^ to salt 
water inundadonB; but in other parts of the ooltivated area they 
are liable to faili as the salt water oomingnp from the sea thzongh 
tho channels in the Snndarbans is not always washed away by 
timely rainfall. In fact, in a year ot ahnormaliy short rainfall, 
the river water remauis more or less salt, even daring tho 
monsoon season, with most projadicial resale to the winter rice, 
the staple crop the district. Two things are essential for the 
enooessfal cultivation of this crop—dams and enhanhmenis of 
adequate strength, and snfhoieDt raiofaU to awdoten the rtvera 
at the end of Jane ao that their water may be used for utigadon. 
Unfortnhately, in some tracts, where embankments are meet 
neoessary, many of the samJn^^s are absentees and some ore 
indifiorent to welfare of tbe tenants ; the subordinate tenure* 
holders are small men and impoverished; and tho cnltivatoca 
themselves are improvideni Embonkmenls have consequently 
been permitted to fall into disrepair, tinis allowing salt water io 
peroolafe into tbe fields to the gradoal dateiioiadon of the soil 

For praotioal purposes, tbe lands of the district may bo TuetB of 
divided into four mm olaeses :^(]) the high lands to tho north 
lying along the banks of the rivers, (2) the northem low lands 
situated in the interior away from the banks of these rivers, 

(8) the lands adjoining the Sundarbans, which have been 
redUimed within comps^atively recent times, and (4) the UU' 
reclaimed Sundatbans. 
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The riperien treot fir»i mentioned contAine old settled Till&ges, 
gardens end pasture lend, ’J'he main prodoots ore areoa-ant| 
oooonut, betel learos, hembooe, macgioee, planlsms^ taaitrind, 
tomerio, date juice and thatching straw; of these prodnois the 
most Tnluabls are areca*aut and ooconat) from whlob the 
TillagcTs doriTc a great part of ihsir income. Vegelablos are 
also grown in this tiaot, whioh u pnoUoallj the onlj one in 
which markst gardening ie feaeihls. 

The northere low lands situated in depresaions botwean the 
riren oontaio extsniiTe areas of M lands, largs Uat tracts on 
which hardly a siogls Irae oaa be seen. 'Xheso lands are 
mainly oallivated viih riee and ars also sniUble for jnte and 
oiUss^. These ^'k whioh are oonneotod with the riven by 
means of sffioent ohianels eonUio the best land for miay 
Tarielisi of ooaree paddy and jute, for the creeks bring down ri^ 
river silt snd also drain away the water, but in many oases the 
suTTonnding rivers have bad Uieir beaks raised by depoaiC of 
rilt, tbs khiU have ceased to be proper dninege ohannsli, and 
the bi/$ beve become tieeleee svempe. Where there is no proper 
drainage, the cultivators are cbli^ to wait till tbs fields dry 
up) and, in a year when tbc rains are eerly end oopioos, 
such lands remtin under water for a very long time sad are 
unfit lor dry ooltivation. Another difflcclly in the way of 
suooeesful oullivation of iman rice in these iraots is that many 
of tbs rivers have become bmohish, and in a year of heavy 
rainfall they overfiow their banks, break through the dams 
across the kAdh or tbs embenkmonts round the fields, and 
submerge end deetrey the s^edliDgs. 

The third tract is mterseoled by innumerable rivers and 
AAefs, the water of whi^ issaU fora gnat part of the year. 
Many of the kJiik ere therefore dsmmed np during the summer 
mouths, and all oommunioation with the larger rivm is ent off, 
m order to prevent the salt water getting to the fields, whioh 
have also to be protocUd by embankments called bhsrk. 

The dams are opened out during the cold west her, wbss the 
crops ere getbered in end (he rise of the water is less. In this 
tract oultivurion is iproading to the south, end land is being 
gradually rsolaimed from the Sundarbans and also protected by 
bktrig. The result is that st the time of fiood tide, esit wator from 
the see, which used to inundate lands ooveied with jungle, now 
comes higher up, and mizse with (he•water oi the rivers and 
ihiky whioh but for suoh admixture might remain freah lor a 
great pert oi the year. Aimm Hoe is the ohief riaple product 
of this area, AM and (eve rice and jute bring grown ^y on 
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bigli Uuds, wiiile otlier orops nre cnltivetod is. Buch small 
quantitieB u not to raquire anjr partiouiar sotioo. 

Fnrtlier to the souti lie iha SundarbasB, in which reol&ma* Svxbai* 
tionisnow inprofre's. The following aocoTint of the method 
of reolamation, and ^ dKBonltiea attending it^ la quoted wiihnoK. 
some condeoeoiloc from 6iz Joraos WeetUsd’a lUportS'^" The 
ideuing oi Ssndarbon foreet is a moet ardaoua nodorl^og* 

Tho tr^ intertwHie with eooh other to euoli an oztent, (hat 
eooK aupporta aod apholda the othora. Borne of the trees, loo, 
ore of imaense sue, one aort, the jin treo, eproadisg and sendiDg 
down new Btesas, till it oovere perhaps an ooro of ground. Trees 
like theee oannot be cut down and removed in bulk ; they muei 
bo taken pleoeme&l, and iho tree muet be out up into little pieces. 

But the trees are not the only diffionl^, for there is a low and 
almost impenetrable broshwood, wbioh oovere Iho whole aurlaoe. 

This hoe amidy to be haokod away Ht by bit by ajiy one who 
attempts to penetrate into tho fcroet. And thare is no ameU 
danger from wild beasts while all this le going on. Tigers ore 
not UQ frequent, and oeoasiofially break out upon the defenoeless 
forest'oleckrera, if the Utter approach their Uir too oloeoly. 
Bometunoe a tiger faltee posseeeion of airaot of land, and oommita 
euoh fearful hoToo, that he is left at peace in hie domain. The 
depredstioaa of some iinuBDally fieroe tiger, or of more than oae 
such tigOT, have often caneed the retirement of Bome odvonoed 
colony of olearers, who heve, through their fear, been oompelled 
to abandon land, wbi^ only the labour of yean haB reclaimed 
from jungle. 

^‘Buppoaiag, however, that the Sundatban nulilvator bos got 
OTCT iheee obetaolee, and the equally formidable, although less 
prominent, diiBouItiea entailed by a roudence for from the haunts 
of men, hie dangers ere not yet poet. 'Unless the grealeat core 
ie token of the land eo dloare^ it will spring beck into inngle « 
and become aa bod as ever. So great is tho evil fertility of the 
soil, that leelaamed land neglected for a single jeer will present 
to the nout year’s oultivator e foreet of reoda {naJ}. He may out 
it and bum it down, hntit will apriog up again almost as thick 
aa ever; and it takes about three erodioations to expel this reed 
when onoe it has grown, ^he soil, too, must be cultivated 
for fen or twelve years before it loses this tendenoy to cover 
itaelf with reed-jungle, When a sufficient number of people are 
gathered on a new clearing, they tend, of course, to form a settle* 
raent, and to romam permanently where they are. But the 
furthest advanced parts of the cultivation, nnd some also of those 
which are sot new or remote from old lends, are carried on upon 
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a difiersxki priuaiple. ^ Dumber of huebozidiDeB, who live 
imd ouIiiTftte lands in the re^lorl^ uitled distmU to the north, 
here also lands in the Snndftrbnna, vbiclL the^ bold under di&rent 
landlords. 

8«waMof ‘‘The cultivating^ seasoae in the Sunduhans aro Inter than 

Miin. tether north, and the plan which Is followed by theee 

double oulUTatora is os foUcrwa i —The months of Obaitra, liaisakh 
and Jeistha, oonespondiDg roughly to the JjogUsh months of 
April, May and June, are opeut in oultivatiou at home. The 
husbandman then, bavirg prepared bis home ouUiTafcion, embarks 
with bis ploughs, oxen, and food, and prooeods to his dbad or 
Suodarbsa oloorlng. July, August and Soptembor are spent ia 
ploughiog and somng end preponng the crops there, the peasant 
building a little shed os a dwelling for himself. The water gets 
high in August and September, but this is little impediment to 
cultivation. A considerable porliou of the land under rice is 
situated below high water mark j but the planting is easy, for 
rice Bown on higher lands ia transplanted Into these low lands 
when it is strong enough to beat the waters. After hoving sown 
and trance nted his Suudotban crop, the husbandman returns 
• home, and these oulpoeia of driJisalion are absolntely abandoned, 
^ large extents of cultivated rioe .fields without a traoe of human 
habitation. By the middle of Beoember, the home-oulUvated 
rioe hoe been out and stored, and the posoaut then returns to the 
Stmdorbans, and reaps the orop on his olaariog tiiere. At this 
time of the year (January and Febroary), reapera or rf<JwdA 
crowd to the Sundorbaca, nod are exUiJoively employed for the 
hoxTesting. When the rice is out tad prepared for sale, tbe 
6^n> or deeleia oome roaad and buy it up, and the samlndAr 
also sends his agents round to oollsot tho rents from the oulti- 
Totors. The peasant having sold bis grain, pays Ms rent, and 

» brings the balanoe of his money back with him to his homo. 

“While a groat deal of onltivAon in the more remote parts of 
the Bundarbans follows this method, in the nearer tracts there 
are large settlements of husbandmen who dwell permanently 
near the land ihey have under cultivation, But it must bs 
remembered that these LraoLs are after bX\ spanely inhabited aad 
that many of the euUivatora who dwell in them, besides having a 
holding near their own hooeas, have also another, eight or ten 
mUes away, whioh they visit only ooeaeionally when they have 
work to do. The great fertility of tbe land lendais it easy for a 
husbandman, to keep large areas undsi onUivation; and thus, 
whet with rodent large oulUvating hnsbandmea aud uon-Tesideut 
hi^bandmen, the population in the Suudarbaa traois is not at 
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ft)l equal to what tho amount uf laud uuder ouUiTaUcn 'A'ould 
load oae iu ezpoot. 

" AfiolLor feature la tho redlaiaalion oad onliiraUmi of tixese Baitank' 
Sucdarljaa laada ii the embaakruoat of water loletei It ie a " 
oharaotorlilio of doUaio formatioai that the baakfl of the rivere 
aro.higher than the lands further removed from Ihim; and 
the whole of the Sundorhaui may be loohrd on oe an aggrega- 
Uoa ol bflemi, where the higher level of the eldti preTonU the 
water oomiag in to overflow the iuterlor. Uany of theeo ha^ne 
are ao formed that> left to tLemeelTee, they would ronuo under 
flood, ae they oomsiTinicato with the eurrouadiag obaunele by 
meani o£ or amaU water'OouTeea, whieh penetrate the bank; 
aod a great port of leolamation wotk oonaiata ia keeping out the 
waler, and thoa brisgltig under oultivatioo the manh land iaeide* 

Tbia method of reolmnatlon of low landa appliei both to the 
Sunclarbaoe proper and elao to a romarkable line of depreaaion 
which tuna aotoas the district immediately north oi KbulQ&. 

Put of theee low landa has been, and part remaioa to be, drained 
and reolaiined by the method refotred to. 

‘'Jn employing thia method, all the Lalefe from thpohauneU 
BurrouDding are embanked, and emallor obaonela oalled popSnn » • 
are opened round their eude. The inleta themeelvee are too 
big to be kept nader oontrol, but these yoyaat con easily he 
•0 kept. Thif emhauking ia usually dooe in NoTamber, after tbo 
rivers have gone down. When the tide ia low, the ehtnnels ore 
opened, and the water from the inaide droina off; when it U high, 
the ohamnela ore oLoaed. Kuoh land oan be rendered oultunble 
by this means, which would otberwiee beznerob. But here also 
a single year’s negleot may take away at one atroke all that baa 
been gained by many yoore’ labour. The effect of the lairu and 
the freabota of each year la to portially destroy all'the emhauk* 
monta that were used the provioua year, and to flood the lauds. t 
The rioe that hoa been sown hsa, however, attained Auffloient 
hardihood to remain uninjured; and when the waten again go 
down» ^e harvest may be reaped. But unleea the enbonkmeuta 
are again gnawed in N ovember, the hood a will not htve ceaaod 
to oovor the low landa by aowing time, the land will remain 
unaomi, and jungle and marshy reed will take the plooe of tho 
paddy. 

A auffiaentaud well diatributed rainfall ia esaential for tbo 
growth of the rice orop, the staple product of Khulni. The eoil 
in many parti ia more or lea impregnated with aelt; and before 
eeedliage oan be grown and transplantation effected, the salt must 
be washed out, Consequently any dedment^ of rainfall at these 
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oriticfll Tddoflea the area under cuUi7atioii« A.i the aama 

time, ample rain ia required to keo^) the water o£ the riTon and 
khsU eweet, eapeoially os the up o£ the rifera at their heads 
boa oauaed them to renain salt ior a muoh loogar period than 
formerly. 

As regards the quantity of ram required at different periods, 
heavy donupoure in I he month nfBaisflkh (AprU-hfay) serionily 
interfere «ith the growih of the loedliuga of bore (fAdu or 
hroadeaat paddy. Moderate ahowoi's> however, are benedoiah 
aod at the aamo time they faollitata the sowing of winter rioe . 
in nurseries. Tho moath of Joiatha (May-Juno) ahoald be dry, 
in order i^at tha aeadiinge of the brosdcaat paddy may derelop 
properly, but a aligljfi fell ia uot looked upon oa harmful. Tho 
fail mtut ho copious ia t))e montha of AiArh (Juno*July) to 
allow transplanted paddy to he sown in tho nvrsetlea and to 
wash away the aelt, depoiiU in plooee subject to salt water 
ioundationi. Heavy raiu li alio required in the month of Srfthan 
(,ltily«Auguit} for the development of the poddy leodliogs in 
the nurseries, but it should come at intervals to enable weeding 
aad troaiplantntion to be carried on lueoessfully. Abeenoo of 
good rain in the months of Chfldra (Aiiguat>SepterDber} aud 
Aswin (September-Ootobor) is most isjurleua, as tho paddy 
pbnta, depiived of moisture, wither just when they are ooming 
to maturity. Moderate sboweri only are required mthemoDtIi 
of KArtCik (Ootobsr#November), when they do good botli to 
the wiuier rioe and the t'uhl crops; sn exoeasive fall, how> 
ever, is injurious to both. linin in the month of Agrahttyan 
(NoTSl}lho^Dooomb9r} seriously Interferes with the reaping of 
^e poddy, and at the same iuno causes great dsmoge to 
the pulse o^s, which are than doworiag. Showers in tho 
inon^ of hngli (Deoember*January) aro hailed by the ouUi- 
votora with joy, for they enable the land to be ploughed easily 
»i\({ expoeod to air and ennshine. Tba montha Phllgun 
(JaDuery*Febrijary) and Cbaitia (Febraary«Marob) should be 
laioleas, so as to allow the fields to be benefitted by ttie heat 
of tho sun, end to ]>ensit of paddy oultivatioa in tho yoAs 
lands, which othorwLse lie fallow iu these months. 

Tho soils of the diatrict may be broadly divided into 4 classes, 
vis., (1) dtidihi^df (SJ) mdiiH, (*l) recent alluvion, and (4) yoAe. 
i>U(isAtyd is a sandy loam found <^efiy on the banks of rivers and 
khiit and in the higher ground in (^e SltkLirft subdlvirion; it 
is eepeoially suitable for fruit trees, pan plonUtione, and the 
onltivation of pnlsea and oU*ieeds. MiliAJ u a olayoy soil mainly 
used for rioe orop& The recent alluvial soil, formed by the aiU 
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Ivouglii dowb V the iiTan, u oompoied of ft M or of sond^ lotm. 

It IB M^or B ekar thrown in the xoidst oi w ntvigabla river or aa 
aooretioa to tho main land. Jekt ia eoil fonnod of doeompoaad 
vegetAhlo mattor dopoeitod in the manhoe. Whtt mixod vith 
tho lilt brought down any atroam whioh may happen to flow 
into theao marahea, it forma a aoit of atiit bUok Winter 

rloe of the ooeraaat aort ie the only orop grown on anoh laada. 

The following table ihewi the non^ aoreage of the erope of 
Hbaloft and th^ pereentage on the normal net dropped axea;— wU, 
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Aa aleawhoro in Lower Bmgal, noe forma the ataplo orop, bIol 
and conaiiU of three main olaaeoe, dM«a, doe and 6ero, of whi^ • 
aiHfm iM by far the noet UBportanU 

In the drier portion of the diatriot to the north end notih-weet 
dmoM xioe ia ooliiTated on low land, where water liee from one 
foot to three feet deep in the mine, • ^e preparation of the land 
begiai in the nuddle of Febnary or the beginning of Maroh, the 
land beiog ploQgbed aevarol. timee bafnw lowing. In April or 
Hay, after the Snt fall of' tain, eeed ia aoattered broadoaat in a 
nnraary. When the leedlingt inake their appearanoe, another 
Aeld ia prepared for tranapluD^g. Dy thia time tba rainy aoieon 
baa tborongbly ael in, and the field ia dammed np ae aa to leUia 
water. It ia theo repeatedly ploughed until the water beoamea 
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Worked Into the soil, (md thd whole » reduced to thick mud. The 
^ouDg rioe u then taken from the nuncry, end trcnsplauted 
in TowB ahont zuna inohee apart. After tbii, the orop ie left 
to mature, and ie generally ready for harveating in Kovembor or 
Deoemher. J»m rioe ie aloo ooooaiocially town Vroodout in 
niorehy lands. 

In the fiuudavbanB, laud euitoble for nuraorlM ore not, ae 
a rule, avdlable, (uid oonsoqueutly imau rice is generally so>vti 
broodoaet on the marehH. Sowing tekoe place in tlio early part 
of July, and the orop ie ready for reaping hi' January, the eoil 
eoeily retatoing up till that time nil ilio laoieiure noocMory for the 
grovAli oi the groin. The method of reaping, too, ie dliferont 
from that wUI^ preroile in the rest of the dietrlot; for os the 
airow ie of abeolt^y uo raliie in the Suadoibaai, the orop is 
reaped by only cutting off tha hooda, and the straw ie labae^cntly 
burnt down. The finest outturn oi winter rioe ie obtained from 
the reolsimed portione of the Snndarbans, which are famous for 
the toenung hurcets obtained from the rich virgin soil. 

The principal vorietiee of iinan rioe grown in the dietriGt are 
(l)iiUrudo>s/A (^) ifOtthnil-l'Ajaf, (8) dufg^bheg, (4) kdrtiiJheAl, (6/ 
daHuchu, {t) Jhingi-tAl, (7) kalofuJcMi, {8) /fomi‘d-Jal, (D) kanakofiw, 
(Iff) (11) kdldngi, (12/ hktMgd, (iS) kimini^atHf (14) 

kAh kony (15) /idli-kini. There is a list of about serenty other 
loool namesand ovon this ie not exhaneUve—but the above ore 
the principal kinds. It is (UfBcolt, however, for any one but ou 
esperi to dofino the distinotioUB between tiioee different kinds of 
rioe. 

.tfa*. ^bs rioe is generally sown on high ground. The field is 

ploughed when the early rains set in, ten or twelve timee over, 
till the soil is reduced nearly to dust, and the seed is sown brood* 
cost in April or May. As soon as tbs young plants reooh six 

0 inohes in height, the land is borrowed in order to thin the 
orop and olear It oi weeds. Tho crop is barvosted in August 
or September, and a second crop of pulse or oil*seeds is generally 
token off tbe land in the odd weather. The principal v&rieiiM 
of fM rioe OTO as follow: —(1) »&refimaniy (2) ksrsoi, (d) kHid 

fiapAifgit (6) khubni, (7) bdniphui, 

(8) gnHOd-Jati, (9) pardngl, (10) hfnUbdcAdly (11) pdad^j/wfi, 
(12) ghutil, (18) piprami, (14) kttrimtaly (15) btttd-pfluii, and 
( 16 ) katdndi 

Sor$. Boro lice is sown on morshee which dry up in winter. The 
preparation of the land oommenoea in ths zni^le of November; 
sowing takes place ten days later; and reaping lasts from 
the cuddle of March till the middle of April. land i^ 


AGRICULtmiB. 


9y 

hijdlj ploughed e.t all. The seed is aoattered 1:ro&doasi u the 
m&nhds or ^ as tho^r dr/ up, and the young elioota aro trans- 
planted when about a moudi old. There is another kind of bcro 
paddy called Svt borOy whioh is sown hroadoast during the months 
of April and Icfay and reaped in August or Seplemher. 

Another dosoription of rioe knor^ as wi dJiiH is icdigea* OfSiss 
ons in the deop^water marehes and is coonaonall/ used as food 
by the Pods and other fishing and boating oastes, who live and 
pi/ their ATocation among the swamps. plant looks like a 
confused mass cl oroepen floating ou th.e water* and shoots forth 
its eaie of grain in every dbeotlon. A peeulisrit/ of this rioe ie 
that the grain drops from the ear into the water when it attains 
maturity. To prevent this, the Ashing castes take a great deal of 
trouble in binding the ears together before tbe paddy ripens. 

This rioe grows plentifully in the manhes, and is at the disposal 
of any one who la dispos^ to gather ih Very little is eoheoted, 
boweveTj ozeept by fishermon or boatmen, for the swamps sro 
deop, and the crop hardly repays iho Labour of toding the ears 
and oollMting the grain, 

Bzoept rioe there is no cereal of any great importanoo. Grom Otaer 
(ohhoU) is Qultivoted on high land, but in X906-(^ had an area of 
only 100 acree, while other food graine, including pulsee, were 
grown on II ,600 acres. They ore mainly cold weather oropc, such 
as peas, tuaiur^, kJia&n and fialii, sown in October and gathered 
in February or Haroh, and are oultivated only on small patoKea 
of land. 

The largest ana under any one crop ezoept rioe is returned oii.Mds. 
by rape and maatord, with a normal area of 48,000 ures, while 
other oil^seeds, linseed, /lY, etc., account for on aggregate of 
14,b00 aoreei. 

The orop of greatest importance after rioe is jute. Twenty Jute, 
years ago it was reported that there was very little jute oulti* 
vation in the district, but the area devoted to the orop has steadily 
expanded of late yoors and in Ld0fi*07 was retomed os 37,000 
acres. The process of cultivation is as follows. The field is 
well ploughed two or three times after the Ant fall of run in 
March or April, and allowed to remain for two months. This 
interval the cultivator employs in manuring the land with cow- 
dung, rich Uaok soil oolleoted hom the bottom of tAnkn^ ashes, 
and all manner of vegetable refuse. Tho land is ag:^ ploughed 
several times in May, the clods well broken, and the seed sown 
broadcast. When the young plants are about siz inches high, a 
barrow ie drawn over the field to thin the plants where they are 
tpo thick, os well os to furrow the land in order to assist the 

B 
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ftbflorption of moistute. Wbon tbs plant is a foot bigb, tbe 
field is ccrof^y weeded by baadfaftei wbieb it rdoeires no faiiber 
attention until tbe oatting eeoson in Auguat or $e|it$mber. 
When the orop is out, tbe leaToa aro stripp^ of! and soattered 
over tbe giround to rot in os manure. Tbe jute stalks axe tbon 
bound togetber, and stooped in a pool ox tank for ten to foortoen 
days, notU deooaspoaition sots in, and tbo fibre becomes fit for 
separation fivun tbe stem. Tbis is generally done by biied 
labour. Tbe jute*wasber snaps tbe stom about two feet from tbe 
xoot, and pulls oat tbe inner woody part iraru tbe portion thus 
bioben. He than lays bold of tbe fibre, and by eondnnod 
gentle pullmg, gradually sepaiaies it from tlie wood wMob 
rtill xemains in &e nppsr part of tbe stalk, and also from tbe 
outer bark. It is then tboroiigbly dried in the son, and bound 
up into bundles called gdni; and in this state it is sold to the 
deslora 

TubM6o Among other crops may be mentioned tobaooo, which is raised 
on 5,200 aoree; two varieties are grown, known S4 <feiAi and 
msrcAdn. Sugarcane ie grown mainly in tbe Morrellganj tbfina 
end in small quantities elsewhere : tbe land u generally too Low- 
lying to admit of its sucoeesful onltiTatlon. 

De(^pil« Igind bang unouiiable for tbe onltiration of BUgarodne, 

' snger is oenolly obtained from tbe or date-palm, which 

is grown extensirely in the SSthbira subdiTiaion, and more or 
less everywhere in the distriot where tbe soil is favourable to its 
growth. Fox a regular date plantation h^b ground is seleotod. 
The seeds are sown in June or July after the land has been 
ploughed three or four timesi and tbe trees make their appearanoe 
in about five or six months. They receive very little attention 
for tbs fint two or three years, but tbe plantation has to be 
kept parfeoUy free from undergrowth when tbe bees attain 
a b^bt of ebout 3 feet •, for this purpose tbe tnrf is ploughed 
up f^m time to time. Tb^ come io perfection in seven or 
^bt yeaia, when they are tapped, but their devdopmeot depends 
on tbe soil, saltish land being most favouiable for theii growth, 
The trees are planted in groves or ore scattered about ebgly or in 
groups both in tbe vi]Iag:e8 and among the fields, eepedally along 
t he ir bouodariee, where they form a oonepicuous feature in tbe 
somery. An account of the tapping and other proosesea in tbe 
msnufactare of date sugar will given in Obapter IX 
. The Kbulnfi end Bigberb&t Bubdivisions ore paitionlarly 

wtiw ^ oooonni and betel-nut palma ■» end there ie a large 
export of betel-nuU and oooonut oil. Tbe mode of gathering 
b^l-nuts is peonUar. They grow, aa is well known, on tbe top 
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of bog* slim troM. Tbe ocUeotormoucta one oi tHoae breed, lad 
after lie h&e thrown down wlmt lie pluoke from it, lie i wings the 
troe back wards and forwards, till, reosiviiLg siifBoienb impnlee, he 
bhiowi hlmeolf like a monkey od to the next tree. A number 
of aoddenli, and oooaslond deaths, ooonr from the fedls which 
the oolleotors get in this operation, when they fail to oatoh 
hold of the trsH towards whioK they are swung. The trees 
are planted in gro'ree or are soattered io the midst ^ other onlti* 
ration, and may bo fouad In almost every village. They are 
espeoially numerous in (he east of the diatrioi. 

Coconut tress are also soattered about the district, rather than 
grown in groves ; the fruit is oollectsd In the rsiay seeson. ^ 
fully ripe oOQOuut is oallod a jAu*ut, and from its kernel several 
kio^ of eweetmeata ue made, suoh as iidrM ttiru, ration, 
aiaudrofiu/l, eta. The nut js pat to a variety of uses: >^pss 
and mats are made from the husk : oil is extracted from 
the kernel and forms sn ixnportaat arrive of trade; the ehell is 
made into the bowls of hookahs, cups, etc. : and the tree itself, 
when {Mjt bssring, is out down, and the trunk hollowed Into a 
canoe. 

Beridet the fruvb bearing trees mentioned above, mango fjons 
trees are grown oxtensively in the north of the dietriot, but 
the fruit is not of good quality. Plantains arc also grown pji^'os. 
largely in ths same tract, the three prinripal varieties being 
nar(amS/i, oAdnpd, uid id/tiAdU; the last named variety is oon« 
sidsred to be tbs purest food, although inferior in flavotir to 
the othan. Among other fruits may ha mentioned pwe»applM 
and lemons, which are grown in staall quantities near the 
banks of tlvera in tbe north. 

Oonditiona are, on the whole^ unfavourable to market garden* 
ing, owbg to the bw-lying, water-logged soil and the attaoks 
of insocls, but vegetables are grown on a fairly large scale on 
the high land near river banks. The moet oommon vogetabies 
are Aa/ffuit or brinjol (^oihnvM m^fonpsnti), several varieties of 
sweet potatoes, pumpkins, ouonmbers, onions, garlic and radiabes. 

A variety of yam called md^iiocAu is cultivated extensively, and 
potatoes are grown to a small extent on patoUes of exoeptfonally . , 
high land in the north of the disbriot, Among other garden 
produce may he menbbued turmeriq, sown in June and gathered 
in January, and ohilliee, sown in Juno and gathered in January 
or Pehmary. Pin gardens, known as ore alio found In 

the high ground which forms about the banka of riven and 
i/fd/t. Potato <niltivation is gradually becoming popular in 
ooDsequenco of the saoossi attained in Saiyadpnr Trust eetoic. 

aa 
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Th« nffighboumg IooaI sMnladin ar» beguauag to iatroduoe 
ibo crop on tbeir ovn oatatoi, and arrangement have been made 
to demonelrato tbs comparative valuoj of the boat varietiM at a 
anudl farm at Kbulnft. 

In tbo north of tbo diatriot onltivation ia being steadily ox^ 
tended, and the shallow and marabes, >Ybiobform ao marked 
a feature of thie portion of tbe diatriot, are being atoadily con* 
verted Into rioe Oelde. in the aontb the Snndarbane eontiUQ an 
immenae area of fertile land owaitiog tbe axe and plough, but 
tbe jungle ii being ateadilj pnabed baok. IDveryyear more 
iab^ng brought under cultivaUon, and eteuly progreaa is being - 
made in tbo eetfloment of oultivatora on new oloariags, whiob 
aitreot oultivatora not onlj from otlier parte of tbo diatriot, but 
alio from f^adiR, Jeaaoro, Farldpur and eleewhere. 

On tbe otbei band, but Utile progreu ie notioeable in the 
improvement of netbode of agrioulture or in the introduotion 
of new or better varietioe of oropi. Thie ie attributed to 
tbe foot that many of tbe saminden, who have tbe beet 
opporiunitiea of nuking auoK reforma, take little latoreat in 
tbe welfare of their tenante. The Utter are thna left to work 
out all iiDprovomente by tbemaolvoe, and for tbia they have 
neither tbe zneana cor tbe inteUigonoe ceoeeauy. At the lame 
time, they have been ^uiok enough to lao the posaibiiitioe of 
profit in jute cultivation, and tbe area under this crop baa been 
very largely eziooded. 

Of recent yeera, however, eigne of a obenge for the better ore 
noticeable, o^g to the eetobliihment of an annual eshibitlon 
at Khulna. It inoludea a oattle show and an ozbibition of 
agrioaltarel produce, oa wall ae of looal orU and iuduatriee. 
7erloni kinds of paddy, ootton, potatoes, sugarcane and vegetsblea 
ere exhibited, end improved agrionltural impleinente ai'o shown 
by the AgriouUupal Deportment, A Diatriot Agrionltural 
A'soolalaon bee also been formed, wbiob bu ebown much activity 
and bee given a ooneiderabU impeioa to the oultivation of pota* 
toea, a onltivation wbiob is praotioally new to tho dietriot * 
mangele have aleo been luooeeffuly grown. ' 

The district :i not suited for tbe rearing of cattle, as tbe 
water of many of tbe river* becomes highly charged with salt 
doriog certain eeasons of the year, and the cattle have little else 
to drink but this s^t water, while tbe vegstotion produced by 
it ia alec injuiioui, Oonsequeotly, only such oattle are kept as 
are indiepensably neoeseary for agrioulture, and when theae 
die off, they Lave to be replaoed from other dislriote No 
ia taken about breeding, pasturage is deficient, and the 
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oftttle are cojifleqaently poor. Ooata aie bred m fairly larg:^ 
snmben, bet not by people wKo mabe it their only or om their 
principal aeane of eening a livelihood, the geoeral praotioe 
being for poor labouren or poo; old vromes to keep a fev gcaU 
to eke out their eoaniy means of aabristenoe. Yery fev aheep 
are bred in the dietrioti piga are kept only by the low easte of 
Eftorie^ and bereee aro stiU nrei. 

There Is little real pastarage land in the distrloti and fodder is PeMunge. 
ooneequoatly narco. Pormerlyi it ia said, aonsidorable arose were 
loft untilled in every village and reserved for the grasdag of the 
Tillage cattle. Now, the preeeure of the population on the soil has 
resulted in the pasture lands being brought wholly or partly 
under the plough, eo that there in most villagoa there is not a 
lufflaientarea of pastursgo provided for the oaltle ; while then 
are not a few villsgee whore then is no pasture land at all and 
tlie oattle graze in the rioe Aelds after the crop has been out. The 
following are reported to bo the pilncdpal grasing lands left. In 
the large village of DeSra in. th&oa Ealiroft, which is enclosed oa 
three ^oe by the Eobadak river and is Inhabited by upwards of 
800 families of ^oklfts, thore is a traotof laud, about 3 square 
miles in oiea, wbioh is fno from oultivation and is resorved for 
pastare. Thert is a similar tract of laud of about the same area 
on the oast of tho polios station of EalftroA, whioh is und by 
herdsmen of the O 0 I 1 I& oaste for graslng pnrpoeee; and pasturage 
is also allowed on the open ground in frost of the Ehulni 
Oolleotorato. 

A veterinary hospital with a dispensary was opened at v»t«rie»rr 
!B3ruinft io I90C-00. EinderpHt oeoasioseJly breaks oat ina**^*^"** 
aevere epidemio form, as in 1903*04 and 1906*07, when 2,899 
and 2,640 cattle nepeotively died haa. ibis oauie alone. 



io2 


. SHVilrA. 


oxiAmn VII. 



NATD2AL CAIiAMITIES. 


Fiiavw. EKViJtA itiffered in oommoo otW parU of Beiig&l from 
tbo f amin e of 1769-70, ttuditioiifi of wHch aiUl linger among 
the people who refer to it aa the feSi4 o}aniesnifirt Ae., iho CazLino 
of 10 seers, beoaues paddy sold at t3ie rate of a kdli (10 teen) 
per rupee. The famine of 1666 did not afieot the distriot Tory 
letioudy, hat there dietrees in the Sitlhirft aabditision, 
where rioe waseelliag at 8 eoers per rupee in the middle of Xaae. 
This eabdiriaioa was then part of 24*PargaQa8, and it is 
neniioned as one of the two looalitieB in that dletiiol in which 
deaths were direot^ aitribuiable to stamtion. The dubcen 
appears to hare hean most aeute in the K^roA thtoa, where 
money and riee were distributed to the famisbing, an aver¬ 
age of 238 people being relieved daily during August at the 
relief depdte. In the famine of 1674 a portion of the E&ll> 
g&nj ihftu, lying south of the ZSakb&ii and east of the dried<ap 
bed of the river JamonS, was afleoted. A relief kitoheD was 
opeosd at Sy&izmagar, and the road from ^Alfganj to Nakipur 
. was oonstrooted, hut the people tided over their diffloultiea with¬ 
out ZQudh outside aasistejioe. The reoords of these e^ly faminea 
axe very meagre, but they are eoMoxent to show that the greater 
portion of the distriot remained praotically immune from fanuiLe. 
The only other famine whndi has vieitad the distaot was that of 
1897, which was due to an unnsuaZ oombination of adverse oir« 
oomstazmea. The following ooooant of this famine is oondensed 
from the report by hir. "W. B. Vinoent, i.as., then Oollector of 
Siulid. 

FAumi The famine of 1897 affected only a portion of the district, 
o> 1B07. via. th&nas ^Uganj, Asasuni, h£&guia and 8&tkhir& m the Sit- 
khir& subdivision ai^ thlna ?&ikgftoh& in the Hhuina aubdivirion, 
an area extending over 474 e^usfe miles and oontaining a 
population of 376,009. With the ezoeption of 38 stpiare miles 
in thsoa Sitkhirt and 7 e^uore miles in thlna KSgurl, which 
oomprisa comparatively high leads, the area which was affected 
oonufiis of low flat countiy intersected by numerous tidal Hah and 
proteotod from inundation hy small emhankmenta oallcd Wurh 
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The eon ii uupngaAted vitk nit and grows nothing Wt dman or 
wioterrioei whioh wiU not thKve anlna there ie enough freth voter 
to waeh aalt ont of tho groxmd. The inhebitAnte of thie tnet ore 
moetly fUitexate and improndoni; the aailndlre are abeeateM 
and generally iadiflennt to the v^fare of thw tecantf; while 
the anbordhiete Unve-boldne are email and impoeeriahed. 
Emhonlnnaato hod been persuttedio go oot of repair, thns allowing 
salt water to perooUto into the dalda to the greduel deterioraiion 
of the nil, while b 1695 a etonn*waYa swept over the diitieeeed 
tract leaTiQg a dcpoeit of saline matter, which tha rainfall 
of 1696 WBi notnCBoient to waah ooh The latter was soant^ acd 
uDseaaooable, and the result was a failure of tha winter rice orop. 

There had been esoeUant crop# in tba jeers 1899>94 and 
1694>95, the ontinm of wmiar rioa bemg 14 and Id eanne mpeo* 
tiv^j. The ninfell of 1695*96 was dadeient, and oonaaqnentlj 
all the landi were not oaltiraUd •» yet the people vonld have 
got a fair crop hot for the ojolo^ atom whieh riaited tha 
afleoted bacta on tha lit Ootohar 1696, and which by driving salt 
water into the fields daatroyed the ycaog pUnta. rouU wai 
Ihatthaonitunof the winter rioa <irop waa only 10 aanaa, and 
when the year 1696-97 opened, the people ware already In 
atrutened earonmitanoea 

After the let Ootobw 1696, when 9'92 inohsa of nin 
fell, there wu aoeroely any UU ApvU 1699, in which month 
only 2*29 inohea ware recorded. Thii ooottnuou drought, 
lasting over 6 nsontha, mcreeacd the ealine matter both b 
tha soil and in the river water. The rainfall m May waa 
only 4*09 inchas as agaiosi 6*2$ bohaa, the normal rainfall 
for the month; and though 16*72 inohaa war# received in /one, 
this wu not raffiaent to nndo the effect of the prolonged 
drought. In July the rainfall waa 9*28 inohea, bni b August 
egem it wu scanty, being only 9*99i nohaa. TnoaplanUticn 
wu couatquectly retarded, and laada reeently sown driad up. 
When good ahowers fell in the begaming of September, Irans- 
plantation wu pushed on u vigonnaly aa poaiihls, but the 
aeuon wu now far advanced, and m many pUoae no aeedlinga 
could be obtmned. Lands town m late required much moisture 
for the steady growth of the young plsata, hut during the whole 
of Ooiobet and Kovemb« no rain fell, and b the lati week of 
Leoember the fall wu only 9*76 inch. 

In ordinary yean river water beoomeafreeh aariy b July, and 
remains ireah till the middle of Novemb^; hot ibis yean it wu 
braohisb till the Twiddla <if Aognat, and agam became brackiib 
in the beginnbg of October. A plautiful fell d rab wu 
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ezpMted duiwg the Fii}30, bat no rain ftoin^y fell. Tbo 
tesxper&taro roM bighor bigW, CLnd the bot ’vlnda daring 
October mpidly dried ibe siufftoo o{ the eoil, and tbe moieiure 
nooossarj ior tbe growtli ol i>bo ^onng rice was ebeent. 

The bguvee given above relate to rainfall reoorded at S&tkbirS 
town, but mnob lees lain notuoUj foil in the distressed area. It 
was, moreoTOr, onevenlj distributed; and the result was that 
only in some low lands not in the immediate violnity of 8alt> 
water fsfiak and rivers was the orop partially saved, la these 
oiroametanoas, tha average outturn of the great rioe-produoing 
traot bordoring on the Sundarbana hardly oame up to 2 azmas. 
The failure of the staple crop, ooupled with tha fast that in tha 
preceding year also crops bad been aliort, reduced the people to 
eztremo poverty and roadered reliel meoeojes urgently noceseory 
XQ the beginning of January 1897. The portion of ttAna 
PaikgKoh& lying on the left bank of the Eahadak was affected 
by the same oauses. 

The distress was most severe m north Asfisuni, south Asfisnni. 
and north Esiiganj, whets 8 to 8 per oent. of the population hod to 
be relieved, as the lands there are the laaet protected by bMrU or 
embankmants. It was less severe in south C&ligauj, Sy&mnagar, 
and Nuxnagar, where the luids are better pioteotedi and hore the 
proportion of people relieved varied from 3 to 8 per cent.; while in 
the MigutA and BudhhSU cuxlea, whore the land is comparatively 
high, it did not exceed 3 per cent. In the east of thfina P&ik> 
gfictdl there was a fair crop, and there also leas than 3 per cent, 
of the popnlation had to be relieved. 

When relief operations commenoed in the beginning of 
January 18D7, the area of the affeoied tfEiot wu 442 square i^es, 
with a population of 262,000 eouls. As the sesson advenoed, 
distress deepened, and during the fortnight ending the 2dth 
May 20 square miles in thAna 8&tkhir&, with a population of 
H,000 soule, and 7 square miles in th&na M&gurft with a 
population of 8,000 souls were added to the affected area. 
These latter areas comprise oomparatively high lands, on whioh 
crops are grown to some ertent. Molaaeee (gur) are also 
masufactored horn date juice, and the people were, therefore, 
able to bear the strain for a longer period. 

The relief works oonsisted mainly of the excavation of tanks, 
the oonetmetion of new roads, and the repair of old ones. 
Some iJndAs were also ereot^ and metal was broken into 
kho4 for metalHog a portion of an important road, in order to 
attract, if possible, female labonrers to the work, and to provide 
landless labonrers with Some hind of work during the rains, when 
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HO other works were poesiUe. Bat this motal breaking was 
of UitU me, for tbe womea would not do the work, ud the 
men got plenty of labour oleewhere in oaltiTstion, *Wben the 
rainy season eoramesoed, the aninber of relief worken gradually 
decreased, owing to the foot that many had to attend oultiTation, 
and partly also to the foot that enltable work could ant be 
provided, os it had become imprao^blo to g:o on with earthwork. 
Many cl the works had oonBcquenUy to be etopped. When agri¬ 
cultural openUona were in fall swing, almost evory one wont owey 
except a few who wore labourers by profeesioa. The relief works 
were finally closed during the week ending the 11th September 
18&7. 

The numboi of reltof workers gradually roeo os morn and more 
works were opened, and dooieosod as they had to be oloeed one 
after another. The ratio of lollef workers to the population 
was 1 to 191, while the highest number was daring the 
week ending the 9 th Jane. Gratuitous relief was oommenoed 
in thobeginaiag of Janirory with a dmly average of 122 pereoni, 
and the numbers increased as the acoeon advanced, roaohing the 
maximum during the week endiag 7th July, when 11,018 
persons received thie form of toUef. Wbon the rainy eoeeon set 
in and agrionltural operations began, priooa beoame easier and 
the number gradually deoreaecd. 

Belief from public fundi wos given in three ways, vis., (1) relief 
given to the people at their housee, (3) relief in poo^bouBee, and (8) 
relief to orUeans. Able-bodied reoipienls of the first clem hod to 
husk paddy or twist jnte in roiuxn for weekly doles. No work was 
exacted from the inmates of the poor-houses. Tbe ortissse wore 
all weavers who wore supplied with thread, and they rotonied the 
idothi woven by them, reoeiving os their wagM tbe market value 
of the cloth minus the oost of the threid. Six poo^hoQ8eB wece 
opened at £iUganj, Syimnagai, AeAsuni, Nonnagar, Budhhltk 
and FraUpnagar. The ratio to the population of the persons 
relieved in this way was 1 to 63, and the greet majority of 
those relieved were women and children. It is contrary to 
onstom in Khulnk for women, except Bund women, to do earth¬ 
work or carry earth. In oonsequenoe, no women went to the 
relief works and many were in the greatest poverty and distress, 
and had either to be relieved in poo^housee or left to starve. The 
peroentogo on gratuitous roUei was never high, and when the 
poor-bousee opened, tbe way they flocked in was a test of the 
severity of the distress. 

Altogoiher, the number lecriving relisf at sny one time never 
exceeded 16 , 000 , and the people showed more reeooroe and 
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aUying power tlteiL wae entioipated whan relief operetioDs 
begajt. It woe feered that GoYornnK^nt would have to help 
about 8 per oeut. of the populoison, but the number of the roll^ 
worVora did not rifie above 0*66 per cent., while that of redpiflats 
of gratuitous relief woe not more than 1*86 per cent, throughout 
the period tahon ae a whole. The people sufferod much, but 
did not resort to raliof works, if tho^ could posaibl^ avoid it. 

The northom portion of the distriot is lieble to OGoadonal 
floods, bat the eeveTit7 of euoh inundatione ie lax less than it 
used to be about a century ago, ’when a largo portion of the 
volume of the Ganges ’water poured down to the sea through the 
disfrlot. The Ganged now disohargoe its waters further to the 
east, and floods are ooneequontly less frequent and less severe. 
Only a portion of the distriot ie now liable to inundatton from the 
overGowing of the tiTers, and each mundaiione are in many waya 
beneficial owing to the rich deposit of silt that they leave. 

In reoent yeers the most eerious floods have ooourred in 1885, 
1690 and 1900. The flood of 1886 was doe to the bursting of an 
embankment along tbs Bh&girath! river near Berbampore in 
Hurehidhbad, and lasted from tbe 12th to ibe ISth September, 
It only afleoted a portion of the distriot, viz., the north and north* 
west of tbe 8&th^i subdivisios, where the rise in the low lands 
and swamps was destroyed and some of the oultivators’ bats wore 
demolished. The flood of 1890 wes higher then that of ISS5 and 
afleotad no less than 100 sqaare miles in the fifttkhh^ subdivision. 
This flood was oaussd by the overflow of the Jalangl and other 
obannels cenneoted with the Ganges, and was greatly aggraraUd 
by the buisting of the Bhagirathl embankment at tbe end of 
August. Owing to the sUting up of the river obannels, (he flood 
wato could not be drained off rapidly and lubaided very late In 
the season. The rice orop oonsequently suffered eeverely, and tbe 
damage oould not be remedied by fresh sowing and transplaoting. 
Much misery was experienced during tbe inundation, but after 
the floods h^ subsided, tbe labourere got plenty of *70x1:. and 
no relief measures were neoeesary. The lost serious flood 
ooourred in September 1900, owing to ibe heavy rainfall of 
the 20th and 21st, when no !s«s than 18*38 inohes feU at Sfltkhiril. 
All the low-lying villag:e6 in the subdivision were under water 
and a number of houses cjoUapsed, while the loss of oottle was 
oonsideiable, Great damage was caused to the ’winter crops, but 
fortunately no lives wero lost. 

Crotevis. The district is esposed to the cyclones whioh sweep up from 
tbe Bay 'of Bengal, often aooompanied by a deetruotive storm* 
wava The colcniw of settlers in the Sundarbans are specially 
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exposed to tbo luf^ of snoh efcorms. Their houm and their 
fields ere only e foot or two eboTo high TToter mexk ; aod when 
febe oyolono woTe poors up the grssi streams of the Possur cmd 
Heringhitl, sad from them sproeds over the country^ the 
iauDdation vorks orael bavoo among the low-lying isolated 
TiOagee. The groin in their fields is spoiled; tb«r houses ere 
ton oway and all their stores are lost; their oottle ore osrried 
avoy and drowned; and they themselvei oxeredaoedto axtromo 
shifts to sore tbair own lives. As an iastonce of the damage 
oausod in this way may he mentioned the oyolona of the Idth 
Hoy 1^00> whloh destroyed 260 lives in Uorrellganj elone» and 
o&nsed an immense lose oi property. In rooent yean the most 
serious oyolone was that of October 1896, whioh swept over both 
the B&gberhlit nnd Sdtkhlri subdivisionB. In the former tract 
it did mnoh damage to the betel-nn6i» whiob form on important 
artiole of export^ while in the laitar tract the itoTm'Wave whioh 
oooempsi&ed it did great injury to the winter nee crop by 
deeiroylag the young pUnte and by leaving a sterile doporit of 
•aline matter. 
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Binti. TsB ntn oi rent paid bj cultivators in Ehoka ruy ocooid* 
]Q^ to poslUoa ood qualify oi Che lond^ oud also oocordiag 
to the demand for it, e-g., a pAn or beteldoaf pkntatioiL would 
fet(^ a hi^lx rent in plaoss oostaioing oettiementa of B&rois, 
whose her6ditaE7 oconpation is the oultlyaiion o{ this orop, hut 
not elsewhere, while tbe Bumis themselTes would seldoai think 
oi emigrating io take up lands with a emaller rental. Gene' 
xall7 speaking, too, in the tracts under reoluneidon, where ^e 
oompetidon lor land is not keen, no higher rates are paid for 
land bearing raluahle crops than for land of the same qualify 
under iioe; and homestaad sites and supedor lands, rs., lands 
on which sugarcane and other rioh crops are grown are assessed 
at the ssjno rent as good lioe lands. 

The following are reported to be the aTexage rates of rant for 
different Torieties of land in each of the three sabdivuions of 
the district* In the KhulnS sabdivieiozi the rent for dAi/n land, 

land suitable lor rice, pukes, etu, averages Be. l-S to Bs* 3 per 
bigAA (Bb. 4*8 to Be. 9 per acre), and of hdgAi or gardeu land 
fi^m Be. 3 to Be. 6 per bighA (Bs. 9 to Bs. 18 per aorc), pdn 
land being osseesed at the same rates. In the BSgherhSt sub* 
division dftAni land fetches from Be. 1 to Be. 6 per highA (Bs. 3 
to Bs. 18 per aorc) andpcSn and garden land from Es. 9 to Ba. 3 
per bigH (Be. 6 to Bs. 9 per acre), In the Sdtkhirft subdivisioa 
the rente paid for dhJnt land vary from Be. 1 to Bs. 2-5-i per 
higAd (Bs. 3 to Bs. 7 per aore), for hOgH or garden load iKan 
B& 2-10-8 to Ba 13>6-4 per bigAd (Bs, 8 to Bs. 40 per aore), 
and lor fin land from Bs. 2-8-4 to Be. 13-6-i per bighi (Bs. 7 
to Be. 40 per aore). 

As regards the different olasaee of r^ots, it is reported that the 
rate of rent paid by ryots and under^r/ote vsnes from 2 annas to 
Bi. 16 per kpld, and that the average rate may be taken at Ba 4 
per In the Sundarbans tract, where there are special ratee, 

the rent rates e.re reported to he 8 annas, 12 annae, and Be. I 
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per bighi. Privileged rente are paid hj some tenante, euoli Ae 
the original eettUrs* vho oleared awaj the jungle, and their 
deaoenduLta. Tenanta oil this olsaa are allowed to hold their land 
at qait'rents ; and similar ooDoeseioiu are allowed t6 tesuie-hollere 
and ander*tanurd*holders, and to thsir suooesaore in interest, in 
oonsideration of the ontla^ inoorred in oloariag jungle, main* 
honing: embankments, eto. Similarly, in the Simdarbaui the 
iidifftdHddft, or original settlers who cleared the jungle, are 
allowed in some oases to hold their land without nssssunont or 
at a reduced rental; and similar oonoossioiiB are allowed to tenants 
who build and maintun embanlcroenU. 

From enquiriee made in ISBd’Od it appears that the proTisione 
oj section dO of the Tenancy Act, that, unless a landlord can 
prove that the rate of rent hae bMn altered within the last 
20 years, it shall he presumod to be permanently fixed, are oon* 
etantly tending to aooTerb the holding of an oocupanoy ryot 
into a permanent and hereditary tenure and a suitable iavest- 
ment for the moneyed olasm, Aooordingly, there ii a tendenoy 
for the non*ouUiivoting olaisoe to buy up the righto of ooon* 
panoy ryots and sublet the lauds to undsr«zyots who actually 
oulUvate them) and the middlemen, who buy up the rights 
of occupancy ryots, extort exorbitant rents from the ooiaol 
oaltlvators. These oaqnirlei also showed that the holder of a 
psriuansat holding directly under the proprietor pays rent vary* 
iogfrom 10 annas to Ha. S per standard high a, according to the 
class of land, and as the average aiinual value of the grots 
produce of a of land is about B«. 0, the rsnt paid repieeenti 
about a sixth of the value of the gross produce. T7ader*ryots, 
boworer, pay either half the groea pr^uoe, or If they pay rant in 
cash, about a third of the value oi the gross produoe. 

A small minority of the cultivators iothe norLh of the die* 
triot etiU pay rente in kind, bnt this ayetem to on the deolice, the 
tendenoy being to oomuute produce mts to money rents. 
Bento in kind are, however, oommonly paid by potty oultivatore 
colled bsygdddft or ^srpdiVs, who pay half the produce of the 
land by way oi rent. In the Sundaibans the systoai of pro¬ 
duoe rents ii more oommon, for here a htubondmon who has 
more land than he can manage himoolf oither imports lahou; for 
its cultivation or sublets a portion. Jn the lattor case he either 
leases it out in a regular way or lets it out on what is oalled the 
bhag system because be I’eoeives a share {blidg) of the produce as 
rent. This share to usually one-half, and the eub-tenant provides 
seed grain, plough and other neoeeiary agricultural iiaplemente, 
whjld the lessor auppllM the oxen for ^e plough, 
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There has hees little Tamttcn io the v&gee paid ior labour 
(lorisg reoenk jMtSi thoagh on (he whole there hee beea e ateady 
aud gndQel riee. A. mason eonie S aonu to Be. 1-4 e day, & 
oarpenter 6 ennae to Be. 1*3, end a hUohemith from 5 ennea 
to 12 annas, the emoont of their daily we^ Tarying according 
to their ekill. Skilled laboar la eoarce in the district; and io 
supply this want o tetdmloel e^iool inth carpentry uid hoot- 
bnUding olaseee has reoenily heea opened. CooHea or nnshiilcd 
lahourere recetTe a d^y wage rarjing in the case of adnlia from 
4 annas to 8 <*'^^**. as oompared with 9^ to 6 annas ID years 
ago; while women are paid 3 to 6 annas a day and boys 2 to 
4 annas a day. The arerage daily wage of a common adult 
Held laboonr may be taken at 4 annae per diem, be^ee two 
meals, which would ooet an additional 2 annas j hat dnriog tbo 
cnltiratlng eesson the wages rise to 6 heeidea the two 

meals. AgtiouBiirBl laboonzs are, bowerer, commonly paid >n 
kind, and it is a general oostom for day labonrem employed 
in outing paddy to he paid hy a share in the crop raiying 
acoording to oiicumstanoea from one^third to one* eighth of the 
amount oit hy them. 

The marghial table shews the avenge prioee (in seers and 

chittaoks per rupee) of 
the two stuple food 
grains, noe and gram, 
and of salt during the 
last three years. Tho 
eioeptiondiy high price 
of rice in the iast year 
mentioned is dxie to the 
partial failnre of the orop in this and other districts, but for 
many years past there hae been a steady rise in the prioe. 

It is of some intereet to compare the prices now prevail, 
ing wilh ihoee whl^ obtained in afleoted tracts during the 
famine of 1627. In October 1896 the piioe of rice was 8^ to 9^ 
seers per rupee, and m Novernhw it was 8 seers per rupee; 
but in the second fortnight of ileoember it went down to 10 
seers, and eontinned till the £rst fortnight of February 1897, 
owing to the fact that the paddy barrest bad just been reaped. 
The fair outturn in the eastern part of the district helped 
to keep down the ^oe for some time, hut it went np agmu, 
and rose higher and higher till tiis eeoond fcitnight of June, 
when rice sold at 8 seen 10 ohittacks per rupee. The rainfall 
in July made thepreepeota brighter and piicea became gradually 
easier, until in, the first fortnight of September new dwt rice 
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sold at lOeodra 8 ohittaoks par rupae. This wu aUo the prioa 
of rioo on ilia ^Oib Septambor, wlun relief from (^otemment 
funds was oloeod. It should be added, howoTer, that Burma 
noe sold at a oheaper aU than oountrj rioe, the prioe being 
pnotioallj the earns as In Oalootta plus a small eharge for fr^ht 
and pToUt. In June, July and the first part of August the prioe 
was 7t to 8 seen ; it then fell to fit seersi and came down to 8 
seers per rupee towards the close of September, 

The peojde of Khulnt ore on the whole fairly prosperous. The MATiuia 
great majority ace dependent on agrioulture, living on the pro* 
duos of their lands and gardens, and selling the surplus to pundxaae csotu, 
any azaall luxuries that tiiey may reqaire. The lands, as a rule, 
produoe eioellent huvests, espeolally o( rioe, and nearly every 
family has an omhacd of oooonut and betel-nat treea attaohed to 
tlA house, The sale of the nuU genoroUy gives a ryot enough 
to pay bis rent so that the rioe grown in his fields is clear 
gaiUi and if the seasons are favonrahle, he oan afilerd to save 
sometiiing annually. Kany oulUvalore too bare large clearances 
in the Sundarbans, whioh ateadily yield rich crops and enable 
them to enjoy two borveets in tba year. From Maroh to h£ay 
iheoe peasants oultivate their home Uods and then take their 
ploughs, cattle uid Ubouien to the Sundarbons, where they spend 
the next three months in oultlvatiog the land. When this is 
finished, they return home, to find their paddy ready for ont* 
iiV g • and after reaping it, they return again to the Snndubana 
for the harveet there. Tba multitude of waterways also oontiihute 
greatly to their prosperity by rendering carriage easy and cheap, 
for the agriooltuidpcodnos^noe, jute, hetel-nnta, oooonuts, what¬ 
ever it may be—is put on a boat and conveyed to the roarket or, if 
need be, sent direct to Cahmita. 

A ^nifioant indiootion of the comfortable Qroumstonoes 
enjoyed by the majority of the agriooltoral population is that, 
as a rule, they do ntk plongb tbeir lands or ont paddy themBelves, 
but employ labourers imported from other diatriots. Even tbe 
small cultivator is in the habit of doing little or no work bimself, 
but aimply eaperviung bis labourers; for he has plenty of rice, 
oui oatoh fish in the tanks and riven, and has oooonuts, betel* 
nuU and other fruit in bis bdgdn, while there is little ^at he 
need buy except salt, olctbes and tobacoo. 

On ^s other band, the cultivators are liable to suffer period¬ 
ical loss from tbe inolemency of the seasons, oepeoially from an 
unfavourably distrihutod rainfall. If the rainfall is defioleut, 
their paddy crops are short from want of moistorc; li it is heavy, 
floods Butoierge the land and damage the rice plants. This 
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damage is &U the greater beoanse the district is inteisected hj 
riven and khdk, the water of which ie saline, eepcciallj ia the 
Si^arhatue. In this latter tract thoee oultavaton whose villages 
are subject to annual inundatioTi, are worse o/7 than ia other parts 
cf iDxnhii, for though embankments are ereoted to keep out flood 
water, ^oso give waf if not properly nuuntaliLed. Aoooidlng to 
imm^norial oastom, ^is landlords ore reeponaiUe for their maiu- 
tenanoe, but the present generation of landloide in too many casco 
neglect this duty. Improvident habits also detract from the pros¬ 
perity oE the ryots. After the paddy harvest has been gathered» 
the prudential mutms of economy are forgotten, and they often 
lannoh oat extravagantly in the purchase of olotkes and luxoriee. 
Many ore involved in debt, and the exorbitant rates of interest 
ohorged by the money-lendets leave them little chance of esoapo. 
It is hoped that a remedy for this state of affaire may be found in 
the cooperative credit ecMueties now being ostabUshed in increasing 
nomben. 

The samind&N are generally abesntecs and frequently in¬ 
different to the welfare of their teaants, leaving the management 
of their property largely to Local agents, who are often ilUpaid 
and not too sornpulous. On the other hand, the ryots aro k^- 
wxtted and ready to asseri their rights, real or supposed, in the 
courts of l&w. The ffani/n'<tar$ are doeoribed as b^ng impover- 
isbed, the rente ooUeoted from the tenants being often t hfd r 
only source of inooms, so that they ore unable to bear the strain 
in years of bad harvests. Gencrall7 speaking, the small oultivatoTS 
and Isindholders and the landless middle classes ore not in oom« 
fortable eiromnstanoes; and the bftadrahk with small fixed 
salariee, who are obliged by their position to keep up appearonoas, 
to dress well, and to give their children a good education, 
find .it diflicnlt to mamtain thsir traditional style of living in 
years of high piioea. Landless labourers fortunately are few, and 
are on the whole furly well oS, for there is a large demand 
for labour in the Sondarbane, to which crowds of ditsdls ot 
reapen go in the harvesting season. There is, however, it is 
reported, another side to the picture. Although some, who have 
made their mooey by labour of this kind, add to it hy judioious 
lending to their n^hboure, there ore others, and those the 
majority, who ^ead it in reckless expenditure on marriages and 
other social ianotions, and in litigation. 

On the whole, the soale of living has risen in recent years. 
Visits to Calonita, not only for businses but also for plaasnie, have 
become common since the opeoing of the railway, end the use of 
imported artioiee of food and clothing is reported bo be general. 
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Etbi) Uid oultlvatiR^ olasw bAve taken to wa&riiiif Tes(B> 
oonfortart and woollen VAppere, wbile in the towns &n4 in 
adTftQoed Tillages, .like Seuh&ti and Malgbar. tbe people indulge 
in luxuries such oa tea and bisoaits, whicb were fonnerl^ 
unkaows. 
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CHAPTER IX.* 


OOOURATIONS, MANRPA0TU1U?S AVD TRADE. 

(>coDf«> AocoiLiDiifa to t })0 ai&tjBtioa ob^tmod at tlio ceoaas of 1901, 
alto^tbar 967,000 ponons or 77 per ooat. ot tbe populatioa aro 
lupportod fgrinilturOi oad, o£ tbii numboi, 89 por o«nt. are actual 
worknt, tndading 19,000 nnt-roouvora, 281,000 raut^payora, aud 
6,000 ogrloaltural labourora, Tba noxt moat numoroua group 
ooriwta of thow aupported bj Tarioixa mdoiiriM, >vbo number 
147,000 and reproaenl; 11*7 per odut. of tba population. Of tbesa, 
87 par cent, are actual worlcan osd laolada 14,000 Oeherman and 
6 lb doilait, 0,000 ootton woaven and 4,000 botoUIeaf eaUari, 
vbile goldamitbi, poitara, daalen in timber and bambooe, and 
bide aellara are alao numeroua. Tie profeeiional oUiioa number 
22,000, rapreaentlng 1*8 paroest. of tbe population; and 86 per 
cent, of tboee elouod under Uiia load are actual work on. Includ¬ 
ing 8,000 prieati and 2,000 medical men. Tbc numbm* of tlioec 
auppcited by commerce ie very email, ameunting only to S,/jOS or 
0*7 por cent, of tba population, aud of 4boH, 88 por oent. un 
actual workers. Among thoeo engaged in other oooupationa are 
6,000 boatmen and 23,000 general labourers. 

A noticeable feature of the returoe ia tbe oompaiutive paucity 
o£ unproductive workers and non*workers. Tbd vast majority of 
the people earn an hoasit Uvelibood by tbe sweat of I heir brow, 
snd it is a matter of oongratulation that, (bougb the district does 
not contain many wealthy or udvaaoed olassee, it is free from u 
large number of unproduotivo workers or beggars. It may be 
added that, generally speaHag, tbe women of tbe district are 
all domestio workers. They boil or dyy and busk the paddy which 
their huabande grow, cook the meals of the family, wash the pots, 
poos and plates, look after tbe domsatio oaiile, aud keep the home¬ 
steads neat and tidy. Moet of the Hindu and some of the 
Hiduimmadan women also bring the water required for driuking 
and culinary purposes from the nearat rivoi, gAdi or tank. But in 
the neighbourhood of towna, and among those Mubammadaas 
who have any pretensiona to gentle birtb, tbe aanena |eyetem is 
obeerved, and 'the women are not allowed to go ont to bring 
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w&t6r. li 18 ^eiy Tarel 7 , iudedd, thfti womdn go out to work Ib 
tbs flal<l 0 or aoywboro out^o tbeir own houBc«< Id tbo town of 
Shulol and a fow othox pUoM« Bun& woraon, who aro the 
deaoondanta of immigraoU fram Burdwao aud BAoburJ, go out to 
work; but fow other woman do bo. Wkau woman are oompelled 
to work for tUoir own liTolihood, they general ty buy paddy» husk 
it in tbeif own housea, and eell the rioe ■, aometimea alfo they keep 
one or Iwo oowa or a few goata. A fow wonton lavo ahopa ot 
tbdr own or are employed iu iUopi» aome beoomo domeetio 
aervanti, eomo ara racluoed lo boggbg, and aomo aitbarfrom wunt^ 
or owing to Txoioca inolioaliona, lead n diirepu table life. 

In tbo early daye of Britieh admiA{BlraUoi>i tbe prinoipal Makviao* 
indualry of the diatriot vaa tbe monbfooturo of aalt, wbiob 
of eulBoiaut importaaoe to neoeaaitato tba atsployment of a cotiei* 
darftble ataff, wrtb baodguarteia at llbolna, and of a amall nuUtary 
force. Tbii indoatry Itoe long tinea died out, and at praient tba 
induatinae of IClinlnl ara of little oommeroial importanoa, with 
tbe exoaptlon of tboae dopendiug on tba uatiiral reaouroei* of tba 
diatiiot, Buob at fliberiaa and fereete. denerally epee king, tbe 
local nrtlaaue lupply only tbe nooocaariot of life, food and 
di'ink of tbo common eat dasoripUou, oooraa olotb, huta, boata 
zougbly cooiiruoted, eilvar ornamante, aartben veiaela, and bndl^ 
made ^oea and alippere. Xbere are no large organised induetriae 
or manufootcrlee osoept lugar refloonaa^ in wbi^, bowerar, only 
pi imitire prooeasea are employed. 

Iu some parta of tba Sotkbira eubdiTiaion fine cotton olotb 
and goed pottery uead at one Ume to be masutaotiurad to a certain . 
extent, but these induetriee are decadent. Weaving u now 
almoet entirely oonfined to tbe production of ooaraa cotton 
olotbe by maica of hand loome. Tbeee fabrioa ora aaid to be 
prrfoiTod by ibe poorer to luaobine'tnado guode on eecount 
of their durability, bnt even tkla handioroft is not flourishing. 

At pxesaiLt, Ibe chief iaduatry ia tbo manufacture of auger and 
moloeacs, but thii agam baa been eerioualy effeotod by tbe 
cum petition of imported augar. Of recent yeara an industrial 
and agricultural exhibition has been held annually at KbulnS, 
and it is hoped that tbie inatitution will help to develop tba 
indigenous industriaa of tbe diahiot. The following is a brief 
account of tbe most Important industries. 

Sugar is made by primitirc methoda from the juice of tba Sdpt 
kfujiir or data palm, The first prooees oonaists of tapping 
tree> which begine when tbe tree is ripe and oontinuee each 
year thereafter. When tbe rainy season is •over, and thero 
is no more fear oi rain, the oidtivator outs off the loaTsa 
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gtowvag ou 6 of the tnmic for ono hall of Ita oiroumfonmoo, and 
thua LoftTBS bus t suifnoo mOMUring about 10 or 12 mobea bbqIi 
vny, Thu surlooo ia at first a briUiaut wbitof but booo&ea 
hj oxp 08010 quKo brom, and boa tho appaonood of ooano 
mattiog. Tho laayoa ave out off by n man who olimbe up tbo 
troo aupporting hinualf by a itroag ropo> wbloh ha paasoa round 
tha trae and hia own loina. Ha alidos the ropo up ruid down 
with hia banda, aotting hia feat firmly ogaiujfe tha trad> and 
throwing tha waighi of lue body on the ropa. lo tbie luanuoT} 
bia hauda ora frao, and ho outa tha trao with a aharp knifo 4 ko 
a bUlhook. 

After tba tree hoa romaiua^l oupoaod a few days, the tapping 
ii ]>arformad by making a out into the exposed auxfaOa, in tho 
shape of a broad "V, and than ouUing down tbe Burfaoa ioalda tho 
amglo thus fonnod. Tha aap exudes from this triangular auriooo) 
and rims down to tha angla> where a thin bamboo ia inaertod, in 
order to oatoh tha dropping sap and oony it out u by a spout* 
13alow the and of tha bamboo an oorthenware pot it huug at 
snnsat, and tha juloo of tha irsa niha down into it. In tha mom* 
before sunrise^ tha pota are taken down, and aro gonaraily full 
Tha juioe is extracted iluae days in luooesaion, and then tho troa 
Is allowed to rest six days, when tho jtuoo ia again oxtiaotod for 
three days moro. 

The next prooaea oonaieta of boiling tho juioe, and this arory 
ryot does for himself, ueuslly within tbo limits of the palm grove* 
‘Withoat boiling, tho juioe speedily ferments and beoomoa 
useless ; but when onoe boiled down, it may bo kept for long 
periods. The juioe ia therefore boiled at onoo in largo pots 
placed on a perfomtod dome, banestb which a strong fire is 
kept burning, tho pored loaves of the trees being used with 
other fuel. The juioe, which was at first brilliant and limpid, 
beoomasnow.a dork brown hslf-viaoid half-solid mass oalled 
whioh ia eaaiiy poured, whan it ia sUIl worm, from tha boiling 
pan into the gfun"^ or earthenware pote in which it ia ordlnorily 
kept. It ia then sold to refiners, and mannfaotuiod into sugar. 

Two kinds of sugar ora produood, via., dahii and pika. 
DaivA auger is tha soft moist, non^granulor, powdery sugar used 
ohiefiy for the manufacture of Indian sweetmeats. The prooeas 
of monnfooture is oa follows. The pots of gur taoelved by the 
refiner ore broken up and the pur tumbl^ out into bo^ets. 
The anifooe ia then beaten down so as to make it pretty level, 
and *the baakots ara placed over opm pons. Xj^t thus for 
eight days, the*molsssdS posaea through the basket, dropping 
into the open pan beneath, and leaving the more soUd peri of 
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tixe gw, 712.^ thft sugar in tlie baakat. Ow is, in ft mixture 
of Biigar and molasaea, and tLa objaot o£ tha rsflning is to 
drive off (be molauea, whioli gives a dark colour to tLe gw. 
This eight dejs’ standing allows a great deal of the molsasea to 
drop out, hut not nearly enough; and to carry the process 
further, a river weed, called uili, which grows freely in the 
Kabadak, is placed on the boskete so as to rest on the of the 
sugar. The afloot oJ this weed la to keep up a oontiiLUal 
moisture: and the zaristure, desoending ihrongh the sugar, 
oanies the molsasoe with it, leaving the sugar oomparatively 
white and free from molasses. After eight days’ expositre wi^ 
uoli lesvee, about four inohes on the surface of the mass will be 
found purified. They are out 'off, and the mo/s is again 
plaood en tlie newly ectpoied surface. This and one other 
applloation will be auffiaont to purify the whole mass. The 
sugar thus oclleoted is moist, and it is therefore put out to dry In 
the sun, being first chopped op to as to prevent it oak lug. When 
dry, it is ft fair, lumpy, raw sugar, wbloh weighs about 30 pet 
cent, of tbo originsl mass, the test of the gur having paeied off 
in molaaset. 

The sugar produced by the method just desoribad is called 
soft yellowish iug». It can never bo clean, because it 
is clear, from the prooees used, that whatever impurity there may 
originally bo in the gur, or whatever imparity may creep into 
the sugar during its somewhat rough prooess of manufacture, 
must always appear in the finished orUole. Another objeotion to 
It is that it ten^ elighUj to liquefaction, and oannot therefore be 
kept for any eoneidenvble iimo. 

PakA sugar is a much cdsoner and more lasting artiolo. To 
produce it, the gw is first oast upon fiat platforms, aad os muoh 
of the mclaesee as then flows off is oolleoted ss first droppings. 
The rest U oolleoted, put into sacks and squeesed, and a great 
deal of the molossoe is thus sepaiaied out. The sugar which 
remuns behind is then t'oiled with wster iu large open pans, and 
oe it boils, all scum is taken off. It is then strained and boiled a 
second time, and left to oeol in 'flat bseins. *When cooled, It is 
already sugar of a rough sort, and now tniA leaves are put over 
it, aad it is left to drop. The result la a good whits sugar, and 
should any remain at the bettom of the vessels still unrefined. It is 
agsin treated with mIa, The first droppinge, and the droppings 
under the uoid leaves, oro oolleoled, squewed again in the saohs, 
and, from the sngu left behind, a second small quan^^ of 
refloed* sugar is prepared in exaotly the same way by boiUng. 
The droppings from the sacks are ehiti gur, and ape not used for 
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further wg&r mounfeotore. Aboct 30 par oeat. of the origmel 
weight of the ifur u tonied etti in the fonn of pore piH suger< 

The priautiTo natore of the metbode poreaed will he r^iiy 
underetood ^ aa inipeotion of a refinery. It geaorally ooueiets 
of a large open eqiiero, ehnt in with a feaoe, and having eheds 
oa one or two ^ea of it, where part of the work, and eporiall/ 
the atoriog, ie done. If U ia a TOfincry for tho mannfaoturo of 
pak& eogar, wo will And levoral fuinaoea within the yard, wilh. 
men boay at each, keeping np tho Are, or akimming the poie, or 
preparing them. If eogar ie being made, we will aoe mony 
rowB of haeketa with the ngar, ootoxad with niold teeroa, aianding 
to drop. Ilowi of earthaa pota with par or engar or moUaaoei 
according to the atage of raanufaetuie, ere Men on all eidea; and 
in the aame opem yard all the different prooeaaea are at the aamo 
time going on. 

riiiiffi*. Aaheriea of Eholni are of oonaideriUe importanoe, 

afording a large nnmhea of pereoaa a meane of Uvelihood, even 
though they have not yet been properly developed. The folbw- 
ing aooocnt of the induatry ia MtraoUd mainly {torn the Beport 
on the Eaqairy into the Fiaheriaa of Beng^ by h£r. K. Q. 
Qnpta, i.e.e,, pnbUahed in 1907. 

i^ihing takee plaoe in the eatna^ and larger ohannoU only 
during the aatoenn and oold weather, i.a, October to 
Moroh, onlil the oommanoemoat ol the abong aoiith>weet wind; 
btit .the buaieit aeaaon ia from Hovembar 1o Pahrnaiy, whm 
p&rliea of fiebennen vatore ont to the aeadaoe. Doring thia 
period |he fish keep frei^ longer and can be sent to a fair die- 
tanee; and moat of the flab oan^t, eepeoially the largor varieties, 
enoh OB hkM, are eent to Oalatt*. In the amallor ohumete 
within eoiy reach of Oaloutta fishing tahea plaoe tbrenghont the 
year I and Seh are often sent alive to CaloQtta in bamboo arotee. 
Generally apealdng, the greeter porticaL of the Snndvbeni tract is 
segleoted from the wiiddfe of March to the end of September, but 
further inland large qnantitiee of prawci are oanghti boiled and 
dried for the Btuma market during ibeM months. 

The nuaerou waterwayv oomperited in the Sandarboas ' 
oonatitete one of the moot valnable estuarine fisheries in 
Bengal; but this immense eoaxoe of fish anpply hoe as yet barely 
been tapped. The number of fishermen employed is small, the 
boete ere unaeaworihy, and there is no arrangement for the quick 
deepatoh of their hauls from the fiahing grounde. Unch food or 
drinking water eannot be oairied in the nuseraUe boats now 
employed, and it is ooniequehtly impomihle for the fishermen to 
proceed beyoxid a short disianoe from thrii homes and the clearings 
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mada for oultivatioTk. Tie reeult is thai this fielery is 
very impsrtecdy worked, wkorssa uiider more farourable oondi* 
lions it oonld he made to supply not only Oaloutta but other 
important moikote with abnnd&nt fish in f ro^ oondition, and atio 
support a ooiuiderabla bnainns in preearved flih. its regards the 
inland AsLoritMi the silting op of the risers at their heads and the . 
roolaToation of numoroos biU have greatly aileoted the supply of 
fish for vhloh the distrlot was lormorly famous. * 

Tho mothods employed for oatolung l^sh are boUi numerous UsUicKitcr 
and ingouione. One faTcurito engine ooosiets oi a large bag 
not suspended on t>70 long bamboos ’ atnok out at one aide of 
the boat. SomotimM the boat, with the net thus expanded under 
water, is driven slowly agmst the ourrent' Bometbnes otters are 
tied by a rope to the boat, sod trained to plunge about on the 
aides of the set, so as to frighten ilsh into it. The fliberman then' 

Tusos the net quickly by standing on the inside ends of the 
bambooe, and thus gets all the fish that may be in it. Another 
<^inen method (rather applioable to msrsUee than to riven) 
lii as fellows, On the surfaoo of the swamps, luge patches cd 
wfod oalled rlHip are formed, whioh, on the anbudsnoe of the 
water, lometiaes float out of the marshes, and so down stream. 

These patohes the dshermon ^ by placing stskss tound their 
dronmferraoe, and then leave them for a dsy or two. The fish 
oengregate beneath them, and the fishermen by drawing a net 
round the place and removing the weede, ootoh them in large 
quantities. On the borders of ihslLow Tzvsri, brsnobei of trees 
ore also placed In the water for the saiue purpose, vis., to 
attract to one pliee. On the muddy banks <d tidal rivers, 
little branching twige are placed to attract prawns, which cluster 
about the twigs in great numbers and are easily oaught. 

The fishermen in tho marsbes often carry in their boats an 
inetrument like a long broom, with apeu-hcods in place of 
brietlee. 'When they pasA a big fish, they dart this ooUcotion of 
prongs at it, and ususUy succeed in bringing it up impaled on 
one of its points. This, liowevu, is not a regular, but only 
e supplemental, mode of fishing, for men do not go ont to 
fish armed solely with this weapon. On narrow shelviog banks 
A round net is sometimes used. Tho fiebertnan geos along 
the bank, watching till be sees a plaoe where some fish are 
lying. then throws his net in such a nuinneri that before 
tending the water it has spread out into a large oirole. The ^ 
edges of the net are heavily vroighted with lead, and falling on 
41 rides of the fieb imprison them. Gags-fishing, by mesne 
of fixed oogee of wv^er-work, is also common, flvery little 
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And sorfaoe drainage ol the £elds and dlUhM, 

ehow arrayfl of these traps placed so as to oaptore £sh. The 
same roetbod is used, but on a larger sodlOf in shallow and 
iluggiih riven, where, iu loaoy ooies, Uues of wicker traps m&y 
bo Men eiretobed aeroee the river from hank to bank. Another 
plan for capturing Ash fe by attreoting them at night by a 
bright light and trapping them. 

The methodi'aWe described ere ueod, by eiogle Asbermen, 
or by a few men together. The Asli, however, have lometirose to 
stand more formidable battUM, when a party go oat with nets or 
cages, and hying a large trap, drive into it many hundred fish at 
atxmo. 

Ki«b pri* The most usual modes of preserving Ash ore drying in the 

•trrin,;. ortiAoiol heating, and wet salticg. Drying in the sun is 
the process most laigely resorted to, oepeoially witli the smaller 
kinda They axe put out in the*sun as caught, without any 
oleaniog on mate or on the sand, and after three or four days are 
gathered up and placed iu bags or open boskets for transport. 
'Jhe larger kioda are out open and their entr&iU removed 
before drying. There is always a foul an ell involved in this 
prooere, and the dried stuff does not keep for very long, especially 
in wet weather. In some oeies the fish is not diiid until all 
efforts to sell it fresh have failed, and putrefaction hoe set in. 

Bofliug and drying in the sun ore methods employed only in 
the oaee of prawns intended for the Burma market, for which 
there ere several depdts in t^uloA. The buiincis was iutroduced 
some 39 years ago by a Muhammadan from Sur&t, whose example 
was followed by others, and whose Arm still beads the list. From 
Karoh to September prawns are caught by fishermen in the 
numerous creeks end cbonnele of the diatriot, end by them 
sold fresh to the dealers, who hevs factories for boiling and 
drying them. The principal firm uses trolleys and heated 
obambera for the purpose, in which the diyiug ia oompleied 
in two or three hours. The shells ere separated by beating, 
end the inner stuff, which gets broken up into the shape of large 
P^f pocked in hags, in which it keeps for some time. In 
other oases the fishermen themselves do the boiling and drying 
and sell the prepared staff Co tbe dealers. This business brings 
4 luge amount of money into the district for distribution to the 
fishing populetiOQ at a lime when work is otherwise slodi. 

^ Wet salting is a method only employed for preserving hOtd. 

The fish ere cut up ioto tranaverse slices a nd kept in earthen pots 
in brine, tamarind being sometimes used. The fish emits a nnaty 
emeU, ttiyl.it takas an acquired taste to relish it. 
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Boat« ars largely lued b ibo conYoyonos of flah, ^otU freih 
and dnod, as woU as olire, aod & large part of the supply of 
Oalcmttft market is eeut in this way from KLuInfi and the 
adjnoent dietrlcU. Live bitckii are put m crateSf irbiob are towed 
by boats aod brought all t^ie way bom the furlheet coraers oi 
KhoIuS to Dbftpft ou the Salt Lake, the jouroey oooupyiog 
3 to 7 day a, bat a portion of the cargo ie olwaja lost This 
mode is resorted to more in the rams and hot weatberi when 
dead fish oaimot be sent fresh by roil. In the cold w«alhor 
apooml fast carrier boats ore employed by parties o£ Snadarbans 
hshermen to oonvey the catchea to the nearest nilwey station. 
At other seasons, slow oounby boats are in lue, but they are so 
slow os to be almost nselees for ooQYoying dead fish oyer any long 
distance. The absenoo oi rapid means of coQYeysnoe Is ose oi 
the reasons why the Saodorbaos dsherios are not worked more 
than they are; and so long ae this want is not supplied by the 
eetabllshnioiLt of a fervios oi suitable Isunohesj provided with cold 
storage, no great improYeroent in the sapply can be looked for. 

Another unportsnt industry consists of woed-outiing, ioi 
which there is ample seope in the Bundarbans. The vsgolar 
wood •Gutters live for the most part just north of the SaodarboDa; 
and when the r&ics have oeased, their season begins. A body 
oi them start in a country boat for the Sundarbaos-^far south 
and near the sea. Their creit is proyieicned ior four monibs 
or so, and during that time it remains aaohored at the place 
whioh they ebooae os their head^narters. They ihemselyea 
leave ihe boat erery morning to go to (heir work, and*TetucQ 
to it at night in the same maDner as tbsy woold ooTne hook to 
their homes. A party usaally oooalsts of ten or fifteen men, 
some of whom are ahvaya Bhk^^is or regular wood-oatten. 
Daring the four men lbs they are abeent, they out the 
wood, rough-hew it, and bind it into rafts or load il on boats. 
Although generally four or five days' Yoy^e from their yllla^s, 
some of them from time to time go home to bring news of the 
party, or to report tba*' one ci them bos been naught by a tiger or 
alligator. 

These regular expeditions are nndertaken ohiefiy for ihe 
purpose of procuring the larger kinds of wood, snitable lor 
posts, boai*buiIdiog, etc., but they, as well ns (he oooaeioDal 
wood«optterB, also fell qnautitiee of smaller timber to be used as 
firewood. Tbe ocoseiODel wocd-cutters include a cumber of the 
cultivators living within the Suudarbans limiti or jnst beyond 
them. If they have any spare time, os often happens,''lor 
their fields do not employ them all the year round,—tbey take a 
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ba«t| go down to tho Siu^dorbans foraU, aod tbare out o oargo of 
wood) and bnog it op. Tho desiond for wood, and aq^ooianjr for 
firewood, ia lO great, that H offen ampla ioduoaisest to onlti* 
TatoTB, arafi wban coniponiivel/ «cU oS, to ongago in tbo 
trodo. 

A great part of the wood thiu brongbt up from tho Sundorbaoe 
}i tiHHtJri, which will not float in ha graou atote. It oomea up either 
a» beonu, or in ahort pioeoa of four or flro foot bng, intondod for 
firewood. The former are tnnaported hf bomg tied oatoide the 
boats, or are mode np into rafta and floated up along with a moss 
of lightar wood. Tbe emailor |n<Kos are laden in boats. 

Boats being the chiof moons of looomotian ofl orer tbo diatriot, 
boat'boilding ie on iaduelr/ of aoino local imporlanoe« It is 
caniad on at Ehosji, Eholoi, Nairtpa^ D^atpur, Dear&, 
Nunnagti, Gobmdakith4 Baeontpur, Dabbitt, Srlpur, Brir&spnr 
and Jhiud&ngft. Of tbeae eentrea of tbe industry Khanji is the 
noet important, large cargo boats bomg built and repaired there. 
Tbe pnUoipBl olaaeea of boats an (1) cargo boats, C^) pStuhis or 
paswagar boats, (3) ordinary dhfi* of Marions nse and shapes, and 
(4) Jsksdinpu or dahtng boats, wbioh an geuarslty light, long boats 
made for q)eed. Formerly sairtfH wood was largely osad, as it 
mid bo bad at a low pnee; but as that wood is now bought up by 
large deslers, teak, ed/, /4nil, asd IrsL^wood planks are imported 
from CalffUtta. Irofi*wood, being oomporatively che^ and durable 
in salt water, is used for tbs bottom, for tbe sides, and til for 
tbe upper part and the oroes beams. Tbe timber is generally 
supplied by a mehijan or by tbe owner of tbe boat. The 
Qirpsnters are paid according to the siso of tbe boat, the usual 
rote being about Bs. 4 to 7 pM square foot. Their d^y 
wages vary from 8 to 12 aimas per day. 

Tory simple acceasoriss end impleoenta ore used, and some 
shady place beneath a tree is usually selected for tbs. carpenter’s 
work. A fair^eised cargo boat, one of dOO to 1,000 maunds 
burden, is built in 4 to 6 montbe, Tbe cost of subb a boat is 
about Bs. 700, and its market Talne is sbout Be. SOO. Genaally, 
the boats ere let out on hire, except dinffu, which are ofiered 
for sale for Bs. fiO 6c Ha 200; the ptfoslrs or greeu boats ore 
often sold for Be. 200 to Bs. 400 ; while the large oixgo boats 
sometirnse fetch Bs. 1^500. The carpenters an generally 
IdubsTDiDadans or Xomasudrae, bat sometimes the cultivators 
build small ^lepir themselves lor tbsu own use. 

The manufacture of pottery, cutlery and articles of bom is a 
fairly important induotry at Kiliganj sad other places in .the 
SaiUurS subdivision, but the other induettiee of the dlstriot 
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ooctJTArioja, k/nupa cruris akd wads. 

are of little Importanoe. Jewellery ia made to a small extent, 
tie cbaraoteriatio jewellery of the dirtriot being the mMiy a 
gold omomenl haring tbe shape of two oonei joincdtogeilior at 
their basea end Boaaekimee flattened at the two ends, Eeeda are 
o:itenflWaly used both for mat and boakefc weaving. Tliey are 
gathered by the mat-makere, Nalida by eaale, who raoko 
tripa to the Sundorbajia in the cold weather, lotuming with a 
large quantity of reoda, wbioh they work up into mat* at their 

liomaa. These mat* are flomekimea worn of a very large 
Bite, and used in plaoe of cerpote; they are mnoh better woven 
than the ordinary native^made article. Diieket* are aleo largely 
maniilaotuted of roods; and little oolonio* of baiket^weavew, 
a* well as of mat-weaveri, dwell jnet beyond thb eundMbana. 

During tbe cold weather they migro^ to eome place in the 
SundaTbaae, end remain there weaving baakota, whioh meet 
with a ready sale, ae they are required for the rioo haiTMt. 

‘When the oold weather ie o»er, they return to their villagce with . 
large itook of «ed*, and go on with the manufacture io thoir 

own house*. .• , . 

The long leaf of the fruimniy looally ooUed (foljMd, 
which growl extensively in tbe Simdarbane, make* a uwful thaloh. 
itff material for native hut*, almoit every one of which is roofed 
with thin leaf. Honey and heel* wax arc oolleoted in the fore*U 
ebella» gatherod both on the bauk* of river* and manhe*, uid ou 
the eea«ihore, are burnt down into Hoe. Zhalng ia tbe principal 
place whore U»e*bumicg gee* on, Lime made ia this way i* 
chiefly neofal fw pl«t«' boildinga 

iX tbe end of the 18th oontury Urge quantitie* of it were sent 
to Oolcutta, to bo employed in building or repairing GoYnuiaent 
House. The shells from whiob it is roede are of twokmd*—a 
Iona sort called /coird, and a round sort oalled JfivtuJi, The aebee 
of the ahell-Ume, mixed with water, form the lime ash, or cHuy 
whioh aativea ohew withjwJn leaf. 

The eiporU.of KbulnS oonaiat mamly of its eorplue orop* Tnc*. 
and the neural prodnot* of it* forest* and rivor*. The export 
ol fish i* eonBiderahle, and Oaloutta ia dependent for a large port 
of its supply on this and the odjwent dialriot*. auKiHties of 
limber and firewood ore exported from the Sundaibons, beside 
other iungle produote, auoh as shells, honey, beea’ wax, thelhatoh- 
iui leaves oalled ffo^idy canes end reed*. The agnoultural 
exWls consist m«Uy of rioe, paddy and jute, ^dea a certam 
amount of gram and oil-seed*. The exports of noe bulk most 
largely a* the ouliam ia more than euffloieiit for looal consump¬ 
tion Betel-nuts and coconuts are also an important export. The 
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dxporta of ma&uf&oturod artiolos aro oi UHlo oonaietiAg 

almoet entiioly of molavws or eiigor i&ado from <Uto juice aad 
of ooarae mattiog mumfootutod from tUo reeds found in tko 
uumeroui bik ood n&nbes. 

A lund population suoli ue tliat of J^huloft lias but few >v&n(e, 
imd tUo ohief imports ooosiet of artioloa of ueoeeuty, wHok oitbor 
oaunot bo product et all or oanuot bo produced oheaply in iho 
district, suck u row ootton, cotton twist, cotton pieoe'goode, 
bard ware, glaMwore, sugar (roQned), eboos, keroeone oil, coat and 
aokdi lime and toboooo. 

Trad! Its ^ko prlnmpal oostes engaged in oommeroe uo Kftyastbe, Tells, 

rsM*. BftkSe, MlIoS) Boniki, Namasudrai and kCuhoffimadaus. 

Bseidee tbe rogular merobante and abop«keepora of tlio I owns aad 
villegoi, tboro arc a number of traders oorrying on businees in the 
Sundarbane. Some of them Lave largo boate, wltb wbioh tboy 
Tieittbe olearinge, andl oodup oargoee oloee to where tbe grain 
grewe. Others, stationed at some village, buy up grain wh«u they 
oan get it, and ship it themaohee or sell it to larger tredom. And 
everywhere there will be found a olaii ol traders called /uHif, 
who iniert themselves between tbo more petty sellers and the 
rogidar trader or btpiri, buying up in very email quantities, end 
when s oertalu bulk bos been sooumuUted, waiting for the i/epdn 
to come to buy, or taking tbo gredn to him to eeU it lu these 
ways the rice paasei from the band of tbe ouUivator into 
(bat of the tradv or xnerobant {tnah^fuH), Tbo tiodor 

is a man who bse a capital, perbape of Be. 300 or Be. 400.. 
He Bumotimei ezporte bis purchased rloe himself, taking it to a 
merchant in Oeloutta or sleewhore, who will buy it, and so give 
him money to use for a leoond amilu transaction; or be will eoU 
it on (he spot to the larger erporling merchants, mon who have 
large firms, in Oilculta and agenoiee in tbe producing ^triole. 

Uv\ • At Bbulnfi there is a loan oompany known as the KbuInS 
lioan Oompany. Tbe rate of Intereat charged by it varies from 
Re. 9 to 18-J3 per oent., in proportion to tbe amount and 
according to the value of tbe security offered in omamonte or landed 
property. It is reported that the rate of interest being high, only 
I be samlnd&rs and middle olasees derive any advantage £om tbe 
.Company, ond that while it ie a great help to them, cultivators are 
unable to leoure loans. Attempts are being made to establish 
Cooperative Credit Sooietiea In aa many villages sa possible, to 
eftsble the latter to borrow money when required et reaeooable 
rates. In 1906-06 only one such society bad been started, but in 
1907-08 ftltcgother twenty-fire were ostabUshod, and the people 
are beginning to take a more active intereat in them. 
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Tlid obiof (rftde oeaknt tn:—in (ho KbnlnC su1>d{riaoo,Trade 
Ebulnft, Daulatpur, PholUli, AUipiu, iCfrpUnmni, Ohukotgftr, 
^hAlnft, ^ac&rii ajid EntirhU; in ih« BA^bwbit inbdiii' 

uon, B&gberbU» FAUThftt, UaDM, Jitrtpor, EukaS, Chitnlm&ri, 
0&uiftTQbhft ond Uorrallgooj; And in the SitkhirA 
BnrcUl, PitkelghJUi, KAlJgnnj, Kdiroi, BabbItA, ChAndurii, 
BaMntpor, Atibuni, TaU end NawAbinki. The trade of Zbalni 
ie oorried on geaenllj at permanent markeCi and i.«^ 
periodical marketa held at diSoent TiUa|;eB, to ivhidi the onlt;- 
votors bring their rioe for nla, and where they pnrohate in return 
their Utile hose itorei and neceeaariae, 

A deaoription of one of theae market viUegea will apply bm. 
to all, and the following acooont of one of them ie oxtraoted, 
with a few aeeemiry nodiflcaliona, from Sir Jamee ^^^eetland’a 
fiepoii. If one were U> eee each a village on aa ordinary day, 
one would lee a few eleepy baU on the river bank, and pma 
it by aa aome ineignifteant riiLife. Tha huia aro naay ot them 
ehopa, and they are eitoated roond a aquares but Ihm are no 
purohaeete to be leeni and the i^uare U demrtad. The day before 
the ha ia bald, bewareri large nativo omEt oono up from 
aU direotione^ and anobor along ibo banka of the river and 
HAl, waiting for the market. Nest day boale ponriA from all 
dlreoUoni laden with grain or oonreyiag purohaaere. People who 
trade In eatablee bring their tobaoM and tnraerio b meet the 
desnad of the thoueand oultivaiora who have broeght tbeii rioa to 
market, and who will take away with them a we«k*a itorm. The 
river and khAi beoose alive with native omft aud boate, pnihlag 
io among each other, and Utarally covering the face of the water, 

Sales are going on rapidly acnid all the bnbbob, and the tradera 
and merohanti ere filling tbeir abipe with the gram which the 
buebnodmen have brought aloQgeide and eold to them. The 
greater part of the tmffio Ukea piece on the water; but on land* 
too it ie a buiy right. On water or on lend, there ii probably a 
repreaentatire from nearly every bouae for roile# round. They 
have 00 ms to sell their grain and to bny theif etorei; namberleu 
hawkers bate oome to offer thecr etorts for eale,—oil, tonnerio, 
tobaooo, vegetaUss, and ell the other lasories of a peaaaat*e life. 

By the evening the burinees ii done; the haibandmen turo their 
boats homewards; the hawkers go off to the next market village, 
or go to procure irssh eopplias ; and with the firet favourable tide 
tbe boats weigh anoher, and take thrir cargoes eway. Next 
morning tbo plaoe is deserted for another week. 

The external trade of the distrlot is cenied on cblefiy by meens Tiede 
of the Pfsstern Bengal State Btilway, stsamera and ordinsiy 
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«wgo ImMb. Tke internal trade ia oarded on obiedy by oountry 
boats plying along tho BUairab, JAniunft, Kft&lcuAli, Klltndt, 
Kabadeb, UadbnmatTi AtiiSrabinkA, Bupaft, Blmdri, ojid Faasur, 
and along tUo numerous rlTOra and orcelcs iotoreeoUng tlie 
diatriot, moat of whiob aro narlgabU all tUe year round. Tboro 
an two priudpal trade routes in this cUefhot. The dret enters 
tho distriot at SaohiadaUa H&t ond pioooeds rid AUipur to 
Khniui, and tlvonce to BaitAghfttil. Hero it dividea into two 
ohannebi wbloh meet at Bardal, Tho upper ohonnol, whioh can 
bo used by small ooimtry boats and Uunohee but ia often not 
navigable by steamers and largo boats, prooeods sid t^urkliAli H&t. 
Tho lower ohannol, whioli ia used by small stosmors and largo 
country boats end is aluaye open, proeofidse/d Ohaln&IXSt. Tbe 
former is pait of the limor Boat 11 onto, and the latter of the 
Cater Boat Route. From Eardol the route goee on to X&llganj, 
and leSTes tho jlstriat at Baioolpur, from wh'oh it prooeo^ 
Ihrongli the 1^-Pargsnns to Csloutla. Tbe tredo of tlio Ganges, 
as well as that from Bir&jgsn], portions of Mymendngh, Boooa, 
Bangpur, and beyond^ ooin ea by ibis routs. The second great 
route, known as the Steamer lioute> oomes from Barlo&l, enters 
this disl riot at Mori ellganj, end paanng through the uninhabited 
forests of tho dundorboas letidi to Oaloutta. This is used by 
large stsamers, flats end timber boats, and is the great ohannol of 
trade from the Meghnd side of Dacoo, Mymenibgh and Tlppero, 
Sylhetond No&khflli. 
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CHAPTEll X. 

^BANa OF OOUMOMIOATION. 

Thb north ol the dutriot it t«pped hy the Eottem Burgftl StaU 
Bailway, wluoh has a lino ranDug as far as Kbuln& 
ramaiDdor of lUd dUirlot is almost aatinly dspeudent on water 
oommamoatxoQB, for the whole country is iatoxsootod by Mtuaries 
tnd water ohaQaels. The regular route of tbs riror^borao tiads 
from Osloutta to Eastern Bengal lies through the district, oud 
it is woU served by steamers, For latsAial oommusloafion 
country boats provide the pilooipal means ol transport, owing to 
tbe rsmiflostlon of water channels, which enable boats to 5nd their 
way fo overy village and almost to tbe door of every oottoge. 

For the same resaon roads are neoesesrily few In number and 
short in loogth, and being uametalled-Hfor in this fen ooiintiy 
stone quarries and kanktr beds are uiiknown**<‘U3ey are ol little 
use during (he rainy season. 

Regarding the question oi extending the means ol oommuni* 
oation, the following remarke, recorded by the District hfagistraie 
in lOOd, may be quoted It has been a wonder to me at times 
that in places where oart trslBo is limited, end boat journeys 
ore generally resorted to lor looomotion, there should be any 
road at all; but going to the interior I noUoo the great want of 
Qommuoioation between viltagos situated at some distance from 
tbe river banks. I have also sesn tow-paths mado by Publio 
'Works funds and by Aome of tbs zamind&rs not suffluantly brood 
to permit of two peiionB walking abreast; and this has led ms 
to tldnk > (hat in onr future fanune scheme we should oonvert 
these tow paths into river embankments suSoisntly large to 
allow a eatt to be driven, if not two. These will effioisotly pre* - 
vent tbs Bolt water from getting into the fields and Tillages, 
sod also be a safer means of oommiinionlioii than boats wben 
rivers avs boisteroua and small dingu cannot ply. I am not iu 
favour of metalling any more roads in this dietrlot. Those that 
we peneas ere sufEoient, but m places where the soil beoon3ea 
impoaaabls in the rains, eome parti may be metoUsd. If the 
railway line is extended to S&tkhir&, and then on to KhuJni or 
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DauUipuT viA OliuJcnsgar, it will opdQ ont ft pnti of tlie oouuiiy 
wUoli u liiiUo to fomino. T also liops that tlio luilwny may in 
dme oxtondacl to Bftgboi'liftt ftud then on to Monellganji «b«o 
it will tap all the grBin and juto traffic from Bookergunga and 
bring Biam witlim easy raaoh of Oaloutta." 

In any acoount of tbo waterwaya of Khiiln& flint place maat 
fad given to tlio eyatom of navigahlo ohannole, Imown as tlio 
Calcutta and Eutom Canale, or aomoUmee os ilio Ciieular and 
Eaaiem CanaU, whiofa oany tho prodnoe of Eastom Bengal and 
tba Brahmaputra Yalby to Oaleuita. 

The Oaloutta and Intern OanaU run tlrougli thie dietrioi 
and the 24*rargimae in Bengal, and tlirougfa tho diatricU of 
Farid pur and Badkergungc in Eaetorn Bengal. They have a 
total length of L,l^ mllee. of wliioh 47 miloe nro artiRcial eanala 
or outs oonneoting the tidal channels. The roniainder are natural 
olianncla, mainly tho tidal oreoke and rivsn of the Sundarbane, 
wbioh itretoh oaitwarde from the Hoogbly ootobs the 0angea 
delta The ohannele are nnder Uie inporvbion and control of 
Goverment, and tolls arc charged on veeeele when they outer 
Die Oivonlat Canal at Db&pl lock Cf milet oast of tho Hoogldy. 

This fe one of the moat important lyatemi of inland navigation 
in the world, judging by the voluno of the trsffio, wliich avoragos 
a mtlUon tone par annum, valued at nearly four million eterling. 
The aitnaUen of Oaloults makes it tbo natural outlet for ilio 
Ganges volley, and thia position liaa been onoimoasly atrengthenod 
by tlie oositniotioa of railways; but oOiar meoauroa were neoeaeary 
to enable it to tap tbo tnde of tbo Brahmaputra valley and to 
f ooua the rich traffic of tho outem dlairiota. The intormediato 
country is a maxe of tidal oreoki, for the moat part ruontng north 
and south, but oonneotad here and there by erosa-ohannela, wide 
near tbo sea-fooe but narrow and tortooue further iulond. These 
inland ohannels are oonsUntly abifting aa the deposit of silt raisea 
tbeb beds, while on the other hand the great eatuariea near the 
saS'faoe are not navigable by country boats from June to October, 
owing to the strong aea'breeaee which prevail during the aouth> 
west monacom. 

This syetom of ohannelB was devised, tharoforo, in order 
to allow oountry boats to pass from the oastera diatricta to 
tialciitta by a direct inland route, and iho problem has been to 
keep the natural orosa.ohafinela clear of silt, and to oonneot 
them with each other and with Oaloutta by a aystem of artifioial 
oauals. The obennels have been in use for many yean, and it 
is along them that the rice, jute and oibaeeds of ^tem Bengal, 
the tea of Assam and. C^biv, aiyd Die jungle prodvice of the 
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Sundarbftoi pour into Oaloutt&> Vbile they kIao oiktry the oxpotte of 
pieoo-goodf and korouae oil from Oaloutto to tboie dutriota 
To tkoeait tho objeoUve oi tbs systom ii Barlafil, tbo boad- 
quarter* of the groat TiOB'growiog dlabiot of Bookoi'gun^d, liluated 
187 mile* eaet of Oaloutta, Thera &ra Uireo altersatiTe route* 
to Barisii koowa o* tbe Isoer Boat Boute, the Outer Boat 
Bcute, oad the Steamor Boute. Xho liuior Boat Boato, ^9hioh 
i4 need by small oouatry boat* and luauohea, paseaa along the 
Bblugai oaaal and Sibel river to IQuilni, aud theuoa b^ ibe 
Bbairab river to Pirojpur and Baria&l. The Qatar Boot Routes 
whioh i* u*od by small Btaanieit and largo oountry boat*, follow* 

Tolly** bfuUah and the Bidy&dbarl river to Oauning, and tbea 
itriW to the &orth«eut. The ohonnelB it follow* In tbia diitriot 
will ba seen in the map. The Staamor Route> whiob U used by 
largo steamers ood date, follows the Qooghly river as for u the 
BtLr&tala oroek between SAgar island and ibo matulaad, aud than 
turns east and &orth-oaet> wurking its way through voriou* araeke 
and obaonali in the Sundarbaoa till it meats tike two routes 
previouily desoribed at Flrojpur. 

Inoludad in this system is an important ohanaeb known os 
the hUdBrlpur 3il roaba, whioh in the rains forme a dlreot me* us 
of oommualoation between tbe railway terminus at Kbulni and 
Mid&rTpur and other juto oantree, Tba M&d&ripur Siij it may be 
explained, is a large inland depresaion, in tho Faildpur dUtriot, 
betwaon the Eumir and kfadhumatl rivers, and the ohonnel 
through it ahortone the j oumay batweau KhulnA and Hfld&ripui 
by 6il miles. The improvement of tlii* route, lo as to make it 
navigable for jnta^lodw sUunore and flats during the rains, was 
commanoed in 1900, and has ainoe bean oomplated. The obaonal 
is now to ba further deepened aud widened, so as to make it 
navigable tliroughout the year. 

The following is a dseoription of ^e ptinripol routes prQ*rriB«ip*i 
oeedlng from east to west. roato*. 

Ptooeeding fcozn Borisil, the Inner Boat Route follows tho 
Modhumaii and than goee along the Bhoirab, peering by XCeohnft 
and BAgherb&t, as for as Khulng. From Kbulnl the route 
follows the BQpsk river to BritigbliU, whonoe it paeaes by 
BurkbftU to Deluti, and tbenoe by tbe Sibei river eid Piikg&tbft' 
to the Cabodak. It then goes on past AsSsuni to X&l!ganj and 
thenoe to Baeantpur, after whiob it follows the Jamunl as far as 
Husain&bid, and eventually leads to Caloutta, 

Tbe Outer Boat Route brauohes off from the former at 
BsiUghaU, and etrlkmg southward by the Kfiribsnha foUowe a 
semi-oixoular course oloug the Db^Vki arid htauics, till it rejoins 
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tiiB limer Boat BonU neu ChSindkUill. It t^tea leaves ib &g^ 
near AalsuiUf follows tbe lOiolpetuS^ Qalghaslft ojid B&nstali 
but rejoins at tks junotion of ibo Boosts willi tbd Kiokeiftli 
Khil As altematlTO route slrikce noitKwnrds firom AsUdsl to 
SitkbiH; and from Htuam&bfid it pursnos a northerly course 
along the XC&lind!. 

Tlio Steamer Boute ootora tills distriot at Koirellganj and then 
follows the ’RsT mkh& l os for as nudJi&ra. It passee Gb&ndpai a 
little fortliar on, and then purauce & oirouitous 80 utb*westerly 
oourso thtougli the Suxidorbaos, baTing this distriot at its south* 
western oomoi. 

To the north-west the oluef boat route entora the distriot from 
Jseaore, and after reoching the josttiou of the Kabodak with the 
Msriohahftp river, proceeds by the latter as far as its junction with 
the BetiUt and (he KholpetuS, where it divides into two olianopls. 

Large boats poss along the ICholpetui, Oalghaa^ B&nstaU and 
Tsphaiflli obannols to K&liganj, while smaller boota enter tbo 
SobnkU at its junction with the Sholpetuh and pxooeod to IC&ll* 
ganj by the Qantiikbsli, Habra <3&ng, Sitalkhdli, Jhapjhapift 
and EjtnksiBli. The route through the Sitalkh&U has been 
shorlened unoe the opening of the Oobinda KStft Khdl, and boats 
of all nsoB now pass through ii From KalTganj tbo route pro* 
coeds through the Jamuna os for u Basontpnr, vhero it again 
diridea forming an inner and an outer passage. The outor 
passage enters the 24*Fargaaas through the Hilludf liver and 
the Sihsbkh&li and BorakulU Khdk, while the inner passage 
proceeds by the Jamuns from Basantpur to Husain&bAd, where it 
enters a channel colled the Huaaln&b&d S/iil. 

Other routes branch off north, east and south from KhulnS. 

Tho chief northern route prooescls up the Athfirab&uk&, the 
MadbumatT and the GisrAi into the Badmi or main channel of (he 
Oaages, and carries the river trade of Kocthem Bengal daring 
the season when the NadiA rivers ere cloeed. In recent years, the 
silting up of this route has led to its abandonment by steamers, 

The eastern route from Khulni passes down the Bhairab and 
than by Barissl through the Baokergunge distriot to Daoeo. 

The main southern route connects Cliulua with Moirellgacj. t' 

Besides the rivers, there are esveral Improved natural bhannels, ^ 
of which a list is given below:—(1) A small nrtifleial creek, 3 
miles long, leads from tbo Hafaodak at a point 4 niilM north of • ^ 
OhlndkhlU, to the SibsS ri?er, whioh comes up from BaikgiohS. 

This channel, which is navigable all the year round, is about 3 
miles long and was oonstruotsd some years ago to save the boat 
traffio of the eastern dietriots fxnm haring to make a long detour 
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Q^ribwAitlfl. It perpetuates the iiamo ol the AeueUot Eogineer 
who exoaTotdd {wthe^oge wUob epraa; np at its western 
end js oallod Millettgonj and tlie creek itself UiUeltgenj K/ia!. 

(2) The Eabadak ia also oonneotod with the BRnskhdU S^^dl (one 
of the inner Bundarbana khdh) by (be Kft& Eftdit by a 
great bond of the river is avoided. This /•h/li was ozaavated by 
Babd PtAa N&th Obauclbd, nnd is used by the sogai boats from 
KotoliAiidpur, JhingergdohB and Trimob^i on (ho Hsbodsk in 
JesMTO, But die rush of water at ebb tide is very great, ondlta 
navigation conadquontly requires oare, (3) The Nayft K&U Khdl 
leads from tbe KumrakbaU to the BairA BiV. It is 2 miles 
long and is navigable all tbe joat rounl (4) The Sitbbira 
KlU SHI (6 milse long) oonni^i the Biird Bii SWt and the 
BotnK river. Small boats passing up the Betni Gang to Oalontta 
and back me this 1^4/ as a short out; but it ia lilting np, 
and hoe booome a reoeptooie for Vha Bltb and drainage of the 
villages along Its books. Its ozoavation would involve a 
large ozpendituro of money, axul is sold to bo ioadvisahle, oa it 
would soon ailt up again, uolesi provided with looks at both 
onds. (6) Tho Dandia ICltl (0 milo along), oouneoti the 
Kabodak and tbo Boln& river. It ia naTig:able for ite whole 
length only during tin Tains, and as far os Senerg&nti, a die* 
tonoe of 3 miloe, for tho rost of tho year. (6) Tho tfoglkbsU 
Shat oonneota tho Posanr with Nawlpich. Tbe (^oblnda 
Kftti SMI or Wfitlrpur EAbA SAaJ (3 milee long) joins tbe 
KSnluUli with tho G^ti&khtUi both these ere navigable oU tho 
year round. Besides those k/tiU, two other kfuil$ may bd men* 
tioned, via., tho Al^pur JTAdl, wbioh was re-eaooveted some yean 
ago eo as to open out Qommunioation with tho esitein districts, 
and (he Asfiaiini SMI in tbe SAtkhii& luhdivisiou, throe milee 
of which have been deepened rooently lo as to roopou tbo short 
route to Calcutta. All theae have to be cleared of ciU 
periodically. 

Tbe distrlot is served by soverul atoamei' lervioei. Tho 8t«e»»r 
Khulnl-Nirftyangonj Boil; Uail fServioo Connects KhnlnA with 
the disliiots of Backergnnge, Forldpar, Tippara and Bscos, 
whKe the G&oh&T'SnndArbani Daily Deepaich Batvioe calling at 
Mcrrellganj plies throogh the Bundarbane lo BorisBl, Oh&ndpur, 
NlrByangonj and Assam. There used to be a dniiy feeder 
aervioe between ShulnO, Bigherbit and Korrellgonj, but this hoe 
been dieoontiuued lately owing lo the eilling up of tho AlAipur 
Shat between Al&ipur and Uanhbog. Khulod is also oonoected 
by the M&gurS lervice with MSgurl ia Joseore, and by the 
Boaliuari service with BoSlmttri in Paridpnr, Other steaineB 
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ferricde mn from KlLalii& to Lohigaift in Jd8»or9, end from 
Kapilznuni, «los^ tba Kabad^V, ta ICot^^flcdpur id Jessora, 
tapping the nllvay at JhingergAoM. Anotker Una plying 
Iwtftean Pirojpor and Nsslrpar touckca at Kaokui, and in tba 
rainy aeason a wrvioe ie oponad from Kfid&rtpnr to l£kula& for 
jnta traffic, pouiag along tbo UB<Ulnpur liil route. 

The oential seotion of tbe jSastorn Uengal Rtata Raiiivay 
oonocotfl Khulni with OaloalU aud iho adjoining diatrioU of 
Jaasore, Nadi& and the 24*Pargan{«. The terminiu ia at ]Iliuln&, 
and there are two other etaiiooe, Deulatpur and J?huUale. tlie 
length of the line in the diitrut being about 13 miloe. Vropoeale 
for extendi Qg the Bftr&«at-BaB!rliat light railway to S&tkhiv& 
are under oooaidoratioD. 

The distriet roada maintained by the Dietriot Board have a 
length of 6Z5'Q znOei, of which 608 mllea ore n&metaUed ond 
Q7»6 miles are metaUed, and there are aUo a number of village 
YoadB» with an aggregate length of 028 lailes, under ite oontiol. 
Theae roads are all oontolaed in the north of the dietiiot, and a 
referenee to the map will show that the soathem portion of the 
disiriot ie entirely without this means of oommunioatioo—and 
neoeesarily so, ae itis out np in all directions by water-ohannels, 
wbioh afford a more convenient meana of transpoii. The following 
is BU eooount of the more important roads. 

In the KhuloB subdiviaicn iho most important rosd is that 
&om Xhulnft to Baj^h&t on the nor them boundary of the die* 
triot; this ie the old rosd to Joseore, hut its impoi'tanoe lias 
much decreased ainoo the opening of the railway, whioh follows 
nearly the same line*. Its length within tbo dlstnct is 17 miles, 
of which 6} milee are metalled. Prom Danlatpur on this road 
a long cross-oountry road, 83 miles long, hckS been made to 
filikhirl. Other important roads in this Babdivision are the 
road from Khului to B&gbsrhit, 20 miles long, of whioh a 
Uttle over half a mile near BBgherh&t is metalled and the road 
from T5l& to Piikg&oh&, 14 miles bog. The other roods are 
mainly feeders of tboee men^oned above. 

In the fiftthhiri eabdivision the principal road is that from 
8stkhiiS to Ohiudoni, 22 miles loog, This is as important 
trade route, as it oonneota the hiU of Padamtalfi, KoUrofi, 
Bon&be;l& and ChBndaria, and Is much used for ths transport 
of sugar, whioh is e sported by water from CbjnduriB. A 
ccnticustion of thia road runs from 8&thbir4 to Bbomrfi, a 
distance of 9 miles, end Anally goes to Cibctta Baslrliii 
and B&ri^t; but the part of ^e road lying within ibis dial riot 
js metalled. The only other roads oalUug for senate mentfoi^ 
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in tbia part of the dietriot are thoaa horn Al&ipur to Bebli&tl 
(12 isiUa), from !&&llgaa} to lawarlpur (121 n^i)i and from 
to BudhhlU (7| milea). 

In the l3&gber)iSt lubdifieion the principal roada are the 
XbulnVBlgherhlt road already mactioDedf whioh ia oonUctied 
to Bongocg, aod tho road from BSgherh&t to Eftmpftl (16 miles) 

«i(h a oontianatiOD (o Obfrodpui 4 miUe further on. Three two 
roada are oonncoted by a orosa^ountry road between Bftgherb&t 
and HampKl Tiie majority of tho roada in the aubdiviiion are 
merely patba along the rirera and eutuariee. 

The diatfiot ooDtama altogetbor 74 poit oSloee and 
milea of poat&l oommuaioation. The number of postal artiolM oATtejri. 
deliTerod in 1906*07 was 2,879^390 tneludiog 1^64,336 poet 
oarde and 940,342 letters. The value of money orders iieued 
in I hat year wu Bi. 10,89,034, aod of Ihoee paid lU. 9,33,639. 

The total number of Sarings Banka depoaita was 7,049, the 
amount depoeiUd being Ra. 0,64,614. There are dre poatal* 
telegraph offioea eituatkl at EhnbI, B&gberbut, Paklrh4t, 
MorreUgatij and SAtkbir&, from which 11,000 telograpbio 
meaaagee were iaeuod in 1906-07. 
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OHAPTER 21. 


LAND EB715NUE ADMINISTBATION. 

DuRiNO UiB poriod of ITuglml nilo tlie ooaiii^ appoAie lo 
boTO boon poroolled OQt araong* a few Urge ZAmTndfirs. Tho 
mosi bfiaODliol of tboea sAmiad&ra wore tboHSjAs of Jeeooro or 
OliioGbrA, tbe nudloua of whoso ostatos conustod of 
Saiyodpiu, Amidputf hCuDdSgiobi and MaUikpur, psib of 
torrilorf wrested from PcsttpAdityfi. Tbeflo farganat were 
granted to Bhnboawar lUi as a reward for his aerTioea in tbo 
war against that obiaf i and bis dosoDadanta^ oapeoiaUy Manobar 
Rai (1649—1700), oitendod the limits of tbe estate until it 
eomprlsad nearly all tbo parg»\os now included in the diatrlot. 
It was finally diTidsd into two portions by SukhPab Bal, who 
assigusd a quarter ebsro to bis brethar Syfiia Sundar Eat, on 
whose death witbent heirs it was rosnmed by tho NawSb and 
gruited to a nobleman of lie coart named Sal&b-ud‘din Kb9n. 
This latter estate was oomposed principally of lands in parganat 
Sdjadpur and S&bos and was known ss tho Saiyadpnr zamlnd6ri< 
Tbe ibree<qasTter6 share which the BAj& of Jeseore retained was 
called thoYusafpur estato, after the osme of tbe principal pnrpana 
inoluded in it. It extended oror the whole country between tbo 
Bboirab and Pasaui rivers on the oast almost op to the Jobld« 
mat! on thO west, wbilo its northern limit was ihs tract through 
which the high road ran from Oaloutta to Daccn. Tbe greater 
part of tbe dietriot was inolndod in these two estates, but there 
were also a few smalls propertied not absorbed by them, which 
belonged to different fatolliee. The largest extended over poi*- 
ganat Hogift and BelphuliA; while another was inolnded in 
pat ffcjna Sult&npnr-lCharariS. There were o^ier smaller proper¬ 
ties eoattered orer the distri at, but they were rather fragments 
of larger properties, which hod been separated by purchase or 
grant, and not estates which hod always bad a soparote esisteneo. 

There was this further dietinction that the samind&ia in 
possesuon hod no share in the administration like the larger land¬ 
holders. At the same Ume, the latter appear to have been rather 

Tbii MMQua of til* »TQnuo biitoiy of tbo dUtrUt hm boon compiled from 
Sir Jemw WotlUod*! Htp^i on Uo Z>MrM ^ Jtiioro. 
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ooatfootdrs for Iftnd revonua th&Q aoiaal ownan of landed eebtea 
pajiug: revenua to (JoTeromont. Tliue, we find that Monolwr 
Itai waa giToa authority to oollaot and pay is the rarenna 
of tbo amallor eatatoe in his neighbourhood, and that he gradually 
aoqoired a l&rge property by paying up oireare when the ami II 
uralndira defanltod aod by onga^ug for :U future payment 
The eame method of nggrandirement was followed by Ida eon, 
eo that apparently tho revonae of the naaller eatatea wee paid 
through the ovnera of the large aamfndArie, who oould aoquire 
them in ooae of default by paying up the arroare and engaging 
for the future. 

When ot HeugiJ, whieh inoluded the adaimiiii’a> ffAeir 

lion of oiTil jnatioe ae well aa the oclleotion of rerenue, vaa 
conferred upon the East India Company in 1730, it woe nob at taiTioir. 
first considered adTisable to entruat ibe immediate management 
of the latter to European oSoore, who bad bod no eaperieoM of 
iU iutrioaoies. But in 1761) SuperTieore wore appointed by' Mr. 

Vorelflt with powors of superyieien over* the naUre oiBoen 
employed In oollooUng the revenue aod adminUtoriog juiiioe in 
different parte of the country i end in 1770 Oounoile, with 
■upozior authority, were eetabluhod at MnrebidAbftd and Paine. 

The Supervieore were initruoted to obtain fulUnformedon regard¬ 
ing (he produoo end capacity of tlie land, to give detaila not 
only of ibe revenue, but also of the oieaee or other demands 
made from the oultivators, ajid to report on tbo regulation of 
oommeree and the adrainlatration of juitloe. The iDformatioa 
elicited by theee enguiria ebowsd that tbe internal government 
Wis in a itate of profound disorder, and that the people were 
Buffenng greit oppreoeioo. Nevertheloei, seven years elapsed 
from tbe aoquiution of tbe DMdni before the Cowonment 
deemed itself oompetent to remedy thaw defects. It was not (ill 
1772 tbat the Court of Pirectora resolved to “stand forth os 
I>ltcdny and by tho agenoy oi tbe Company's servants to take 
open themselves the entire care manogemont of the 

revenue." A Board of flevenue was acoordingly appointed 
at Caloutta, the Supervisors were given the deugnotion of 
Oolleotors, and a native oSeor styled Ditrdn, who was oboiSD by 
bbs Board, was emooiaied with eaoh Oollootor in the control of 
revenue affairs. The European officers were recalled, however, in 
1774, and native agents (Amik) oppomted in their stead. It 
WSJ nob tUl 1736 that a Europsau OoUeotor was again appoiotad 
for eaoh distriof, the first in Jeseore being Mr. Henokell, who 
was vested with the united powers oi OoUeotor, Civil Judge and 
Magistrate. 
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TIm Dortli of tLe di^trioi^ id conimca vitli otbdr difltrlott of 
BoDgftI, was aoltled mtbo 7«ar 1772 for a torm of Ato ye«n, on Dio 
ozpiry of ivbioli ye&rlj wUlemon^a we» mado Tvith tile Baisiad&ra 
(iU tlio DocoddioI Settlomout of 1700. Wlioti tho eetilemont 
of 1772 ntado, It woa Uaod ou tlio ouqnirioi mado b 7 ao 
offiuor Domed Kr. Lono, wloni Oio OcmnnUloo of lioTPuno )iad 
deputed to malio ODOsticBato of Oio saraTndHra’ nNaola. No fiirtlsor 
(kuqoiry wos made, and wLon (lio la«k of making tbo youly eetllo* 
meoifl derolved upon the OoUooiori ho hud fow lolilod priuoiplee 
and little detailed informatlou to help )dm. llo not iinnatnratly 
made a rough colouIailOB, and got the aomtnd&T to underluko to 
puy aa muoli oa ho oouhl bo jiinde (o ooDBont to. If no amioahlo 
eettUiueixt oould bo urrivod at, ilio xamlndAr \\%t tomiorarily 
ouitecl, and tho Oollootor tried hy diioot ooUootiojii to roalixo the 
eotimated revonuo. Tho aumo CDiino vna adopted is oaee of 
arroare, and tho dofnuliing MtmfndJr wao oloo Uablo to bo put 
into jail, tho oalo of eotatea lor erroan being apparently on 
ezpodioDt whioh had not been thought of at tho time. In ono 
oaoe at least tho authoritioo followed tho old Mcghnl plan, when 
the umlndiio of the SuUilopur ootato dofaulted in paymont of 
tho domand. Thoy wero diapoeooioodi and the ootato woo ir(iDo> 
forred to one l^Oel N&th Datla on lili paying up the arroaro and 
eogogiog to pay tho rovoDUO aooruisg in futuio. 

The annual oettlomenie of land lovonuo, baaed on ouoh imper« 
foot data» rosultod in on inoroaiod anoeamont every your and 
operated very hanbly upon tho eamlDd&n. Many wore plunged 
in debt, and their embarraaemoiit roaotod on their tenon U, i!rom 
whom Ihey squeeeed ao muoh oo Ihoy could got. *' The xujnin- 
dire,'’ writeo 8ir James Woatland, ‘^tmeortain of to*morrow, and 
having Ultle enough for to-day, fell book ou ilia ryoio and detor* 
mined to get the utmoet out of thorn j they wero plnohed in their 
turn, and progreu of any sort was rendored impOBolble. No 
ryot would improve hu land or extend bio oultivaiion when ho 
knew that tbo tajnlodSr would at onoe demand all the advantage 
that might noorue } end no zamlnd&r would attempt improvement 
of hie eetate when he knew tho certain roeult would bo an 
inorefloed demand, and an indeterminately inoroaoed demaod, on 
the part oi the Oollootor. The mutual distrust belwooo OorarD* 
ment, zonilnd&r and ryot—the natural eonaequence of an annual 
eetilement oyetem, eapedally where no prindploa were laid down 
as a baaifl to work upoo—barred oil progreao, and remedy was 
loudly called for/' i 

In 1790 the Deoeonial fieiUement was canied out by Mr. 
Bocke, who had succeeded Mr. Hsnokell the year boforej aod 
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v&fi deoUred i>9nii&nexii: in 1793. This aettleine&t, u u wnllptuiA. 
iuunvn, w»B n great adTance upon tbe preTLoaB BTstem, 
inToived & great deal more than a mere eettlemeat ot the rerenae k”V 
to be paid bj s&mlndSrs. Hitherto, at each eettiement the aoete 
of the eetabe bad been eetameted i and tlie ramtndlr retomed the 
produce o£ his rent-free luidB, together 'ffith a BultebU but not 
Mouraielj defined allowonoe, and handed crer the remainder to 
the QoTemmeni. A fixed demand iras now eetiled, and at the 
eame time the eamsudilia were hound in their turn to make a 
umllar ecttleaient with their ryota, so that the profits from 
extension of ouitiTatxou and from the settlement of new ryots 
wonld be enjoyed by the oamlndAr, while the profits from 
the improrement of each ryot’s holding would be obtained by the 
ryot Mmself. • 

Another important change of system conslfited in the Bepani> 
tion ol dependent tiluJukb't. These were » olane of minor 
samlndOrs orealed by, and paying their revenue through, the 
regular samSn^rs. The (sluk* were of two olasees, pii/ii, 
founded upon a lease or y&li, and ifiaruls, puiohaeed. 

In either oase they hod bean created by the zomlndSr, who, in 
return for on odequato oon^eretion, mode over to the tUvkdir 
ohnoat his entire rights in a aaall portion of his estate, subjeoi 
to the payment of an aonuol leot. Id this way eamlnd&ie 
onxioue to realise money bad granted away large portions of 
th^ estates either reut-free.or on quit^rent tenures. Qorem- 
ment now ordend that these grants should be separated from 
the parent estate, <,a., instead of paying' their revanue to the 
samtndftr, the idfuk<idrt should psy it direot to Qovertuneni 
They wore tbna placed on the footing of othor ssamlndirs, but 
those who were bound by their eegagemente to pay revenue 
through the aamlnd&n only, were held not to be entitled to 
seperatioa. Another ohonge effeoied at the same time was the 
aboUtion of s^*V dues, i.s., duties levied at ^dU or markets upon 
goods brought for sole. 

Apert from these and a few other circamstasoea, the basis of 
the settlement was ths settlement of the previous year or the 
Oolleotor’s oalcaUtioRs, wbioh were aooepted for sU but the lai^eet 
estates, in respeot of which the Board went into details, and 
somewbat modified his estimate. That the terms were not very 
favourable to the samlnders, will be seen from the figoise show* 
ing the setdements oi the largeet eatatee, Yusafpur being settled 
at Ka. 3,03,873 or about lU. S,000 moro than the demand of 
the previous year, while the $aiyedpur estate was made to pey 
Be. 90,5S8 or lie. 3,000 more £beo the prerious yeor. Some of 
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tbe samiad&n, lh« nmladir of Tuu^or pAtticRilarl;f) fougUi Wd 
for a modifioation of (ho Urms propo^r ^ Uad to 

Moopt tboQL In tho oad, i&oet of iho groat laznSndftx fumliu 
woro EXiinod and loot thw eatatoe owiog to wtqzoI oaosos. Tlio 
anoasmonk was too high, aod the eaUrc ostois ooald not he 
realuod, as ths ryots woro too strong ssd tJio law too waak for 
(ha samlnd&rs. 'Wbiio tha law iongtod upon (he inunediaie 
payment of the fall amonnk domandod from tho latter, it pUoad 
in their hands the most iosuifioient means of oollacting their 
duM. Por, U snj ryot failed to pay hie rent, they had to go 
thzo&gh the dilatory, sspenaiTO, and no msue oo^in procoee 
of hiT^ in oonrt and exeonting a deoroe agaiaet him—if 
the ryot had not mosotlise tahon sdrantago of tho delay and 
abaoo^ed. Lastly, the resmsoent beUleaent, hy declanng 
estates to be the aandadiia’ proporty, but traosfoiable by sole, had 
fsdlitsted their traosferenoe to erectors. Tho ramlcdira before 
set^ement were many of them in debt, and now some at least 
had to part with their lands to meet their oreditom’ demands. 

The general resnlt may bo gathered from the faot (hat. 
acocedmg to a report mads ij tiie Cdleetor in 1300, no loss than 
l^OOO eetaUfi were in airwa. Amoog the samlndiis who wen 
ruined was the laigest landholder in the dubiot, Srlhftnla 

Eai of Tusafpnr, who loet one by cno the parg<M making up 
his eeitts and was roduoed to baggtry. The propriston of other 
osUtes vers no mors fortunate. Psrfoita Hbgli was sold np 
in 1706, andporystu B^phnlU was soTeral timee pat np to sale. 
Of all the lugs ramftiddBa in the diatrist only two appear to 
have withstood the ordeal tA the first tan yeue ate tbe Perms* 
neni Settlement, ris., the Baiyadpor eet^e, sow known as the 
Trust Estate, and Snlt&npor, whi<h had been sc^oired by Kftel 
lUth Datta in the manner already mentioned. nsceeeity of 

finding a remedy for this state of afisirB at loogth pressed itself 
upon the attention of OoTemmast ■, and 1^ Begclatioa TZI of 
1799 the samindirs vreie given greater fadlitiee for realiung 
rents from the ryote. Bat ihle measure was oeiried only ate 
many nmladAn had been raised. 

RM 9 vr* important event in the sateeqaent revenue history 

ntrt no* ol the distrioi was the resompdon of estates* At the time of the 
^**^^^*' fennanent Settlement li^ areas were olaimed u reTenae*;free 
(idhAwd/), and the anthoriiy to sonitinisa snob revenna-£ree 
graote, and if iorslid, to annex them, wns spedally reserved. 
The grants were divided into two oUsss^i^dfAiAi and kukumif 
the former bAsxg those tbat were granted by dve Mughal Bmperor 
diieok, and ^ latter by the offiaiab of tbs Emperor. Begnlatiott 
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in the lois bordsiug on iho oaltiTited txtoU, ii’WM AlincNit 
hopelM for B gnatM, wliota Und laj doop«T an tlu forwt, to 
fluooeed in hu andertAking, hovoTor groot kio oftpiUl might bo. 

In thou QuoimstAncM, tho gnntou podtionod 0OTarame&t of 
for mOT« libtttl temu, And it wm a 1 Ust luliud thftt tbo grtnl 
ralu of 16U0 wen noi a nooem. Thej won Aooord^xglj 
modided end were re^pahUihed in ^ptamber Iddd. Onnte ware 
to be xnede for 69 7 enra> end were eold to tlie Mgbeit bidder if 
then waa oompelidon. The reranue foaied on them wu * 
reduced to about 0 annu pee aen; end ereo thU fnll nte (low et 
it woe) did not become peyebl# till (be 61 at jeer^ eitar a long end 
J9SJ greduel enbenoement oommeoaing from the 2lit jaer. But 
reolemetion woa more oerefnllf ptorided for, end the gxentee wee 
required to here one* eighth of bia grant fit for onltiTetion in 6 
^eaia, o&e*fourtb in 10 yeera, one-half ie 20 jeato, and proctiaelLy 
the whole in 80 yean, under pain of forfeiture. The earlier 
gnntoea wore oUoi^ tlm option of giving np their old leoew and 
taking freoh loiwa nndor the new ruin. Tbii oopeeagion woe 
hlgh^ appreciated, and about oerenty of the eoriier grontew 
oooepted it and ooremated their leoaei. The uew ndie gara a fmh 
atimtilua to (he redamoHon of the Sandarbane, and there woa no 
diRioulty in granting oat Undo, for eorveyora hod been employed 
eontinnouly from the year 1840, and hod node partial larveye of 
all the ocoeasble lande ■, becdea whsob, oU enoh londi in ^ulnd 
and Bookergnnge were aorreyed and mopped ont in the oouraa of 
the ravenua aorrey during the yeora 1H67 to 1663. Altogether, 

167,690 oorea are now held under the nlot of 1868. 

The mlea of 1666 were virtoolly aupexwded by aevarel uta of 
ula mlaa iaaaad after 1662, but oa the latter prorad isopamtire, 
a reviaed ut of leou rulea wee publiihad in 1^9. Under thoaa 
rulw the grenta mode ore of two oliaiee, ria, (1) blocka of 200 
ooraa or more leased to Urge copitoLiata who ora prepared to 
spend time and money in developing (hoa; and (2) plota not 
axceeOing 200 oorea leased to amiiU oopitaUfU for eleonnoe by 
cnltivotora. 

The large capitalist nlw" dider from the niaa of 1663 Im 
in proTiding a renUfru period of ouly teo yanra, and tn hying 
down only one oleoronoe oondition, Tie., that one.^hth of the 
entire grant ■hall be reoderad fit for oaUivation at the end of the 
6th year. This condition may be enforoad either hy forfeiture 
of tha grant or by tha. iaua of a freah lease, omitting the 
remoiniiar of the rent-free period, and requiring payment of 
rent at enhanced ratu dunog the term of the grant. The rales 
also provide for grodasUy inareoaiag roteo of aaaeaament oftcf 
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the expiration o2 the rant'free period, and rarjing rates within 
dilfdtent tracts according to the reni^pajing tftpabiiiiies of the 
land. It IB farther providod that there shall be oonstanll/ 
reburring renewola of the Icobo on resettlement. The term 
of the original lease is fixed at 40 yean, and resettlements 
ore to be mode after periods of 80 jeors, maxhnnm rates being 
laid down for each resciilemont. The niaximam area of a 
grant ieroetricted to 5,000 bighit, the minimmu bemg 200 btghAa. 
OalhiTatioD most not be scattered all OTer the area of the land, 
but proceed regularly through the bloob< Loasoe are to be sold 
at an upset price of Te. 1 on acre, when there is only one 
applicant, and to the biglieet bidder, when there are moro than 
one. The leasos confer an ooonpancy right, hereditary and 
transferable. Bights of way and water other oeeements ore 
reserved. The right of using all narigaUe etreams and towpatba 
not leas than 25 feet wide on eaoh side of every Buoh etream 
is also rescTTed to the piiblio; while 0overonient reserree to 
itself the right to all minerals in the land, together with rights 
of way and other reasooshle facilities for worklug, * getting at, 
and carrying away enoh minerale. No charge is made for timber 
on tbe land at the time it is leaeod, sor for any that may be cat 
or burnt to effect elemnoes or that may bo used on the land; 
but a duty is leried on any exported for sale. 

Under ^the amnll capital^ roles’’ pluis of land beiow 200 
bisih<U are given to small settlers, guerantceisg them a forma! lease 
for 80 years, if the lands are brought under cultivation withia two 
years. The SO years’ lease allows a rent-free term of two years, 
with progreesive rates of rent on the cultivated ares, with 
reference to rates paid in the neighbourhood by zyots to land¬ 
holders for similar lands. If available, an erea of unredaimed 
land equal to tbe cultivated area is incladed in the lease, and in 
additacn, the lessee can bring under oultiva^on any quanUty of 
land adjoiniog his holding which he may find hofid fide unoccupied. 
The holding is liable to measurement every five yeaie, end 
bU ooltivated land in ssooss of the area originally aesessf^ can 
be assessed at tbe same rate. After 30 years, renewed leases can 
be given for 80 years’ periods, and rotes of oesoBsment can be 
adjusted at each renewal with reference to rates then preraillngin 
the neighbourhood. The tenure is heritable and tranefemble, 
prodded thstnotioe of transfer is given ^thin one month, and no 
bedding is to be divided without permission. No charge is mode 
for wood and timber on the grant, nor for any out or burnt in 
inking clearanoes, or need on the land; but a duty is levied on 
any exported for sale. 
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EzpdridELoe has thorn tli&t iho sjd^m ioUowad hu ooi been 
,a BMoau, and it baa bean CpOndeamed oq tha groiind that it o&Qeed 
a liMTj Imb of roTotkoa, oiTorded no odoquato oontfol ot« iba 
Idodlordi, Olid onooQMged a system of sub uifoudsUon* by 
middlomsn ore introduood botwoon the original graoUe and 
the oultiraior. Land-jobbers and speonlatoxs obtained Isoms for 
tho purpose of re*MlUng tbem. lu order to leooitp bia initial 
out]ay> the original Icesoo of ion aubdct to emullsr leasees in 
rotuiQ for oaab paymonte, And tbs same prooeu vos osiried on 
lower down the obun, with the result that the land was oreniiitdly 
reobimed and oulihatod by psuant ouUiTatora paying raok-rents. 
It was aooordingly decided in 1004 to abandon this systom and 
to introduce a system ol ryotwiri settlement as an eipsrimsDt&l' 
moBSUTS, {.ff.t small areas will be let out to ootaol cultiralora, 
assistanos being given them by Oovemuont in ibe form of 
odvonoei, os well u by oonstmotlng tanks and embaaknionts 
and oleanng tbs jungle for tbem« The existing rules for the 
lease of waste lands have been suspended ia tho meanwhile. In 
Khalnd, howoTsr, almost tbs whole of the area arailable for 
fettlamentLas been already Isesod to oapitnlists. 

Tbs following table shews tho area already settled, with tbe 
amount of revenue payable, and the area rstuiniog to be settiod 
in tbe Khulna Suodarbans 


> 

Umrlptiw. 

Am In berw. 

Uevotnt. 

rr««nt. 

SrARlUAb 

PtnnMnUr MtelH ... 

BatftlM muW ao(l«r tbi tu1« 
ot 1863 

S»t«tai •«((]«] iUa tarft* 

rulis ... 

BiUlM •■ 111*1 aiulvr ibo lUtU 
««piUlljt tqIm 

QitO»r tbe B«* 
And BlliSr Aeti 

R«dMm«d mUU* ... 

Waii# Iind# ronAlnlng lobe 
••111*1 

BuervoJ Forut ... ... 

01,08l*S? 

tn.i«) 

80.QS0 

ll.SM 

SS.168*16 

IS.SOl'Od 

s.ass'se 

t.090,7£7-M 

ni. A. r. 

8a;«s 7 0 

81.107 0 0 

S.6SS 0 0 

H?ae 0 0 

00,008 7 4 

sai 

Ar. a a 

40,060 7 0 

8^780 0 0 

»,toe 0 0 

14.816 0 0 

e0.l44 7 4 

lee p 

see 

Toier. ... 

I.4».$18>£8 

1^888 IE I 

1,00,089 IE 1 


It remains to note by a apeolal enactment, Beguladon IX 
of 1816, the revenue adoiiaistration of tbe Sundarbans was at 
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first pUcdd in tho htmdi oi &n officer deelgnaUcl \ Com* 
miseioner in tbe Sundarbnne, wbo was directly imdor Ibe Dop>rd 
/}{ Boyonne. In the yeiir lilO-) tbut Regnl&fioii was repealed 
by Bengal Act I of 190^, and tUe Sund&rl^a area was porcollod 
cut into tlu^e parts, one being an^alganiuti'd witU tba district of 
Baokergunge, ouo witU tbs 24'l'nrgana8, and tbo third with 
Khtilnft. The Oollaofcore of those Ibreo dietriiU new manage 
all loattsra oonnootad with the Tovonno admisiisi ration of the 
tract 1;mg in tb«r respeotivo jurisdictions; and Ibo eettlomoat* 
holders of the sstatoa eoiuprisod in the SundurbanH pay Oio land 
reyenue fixed at i>diiodical settlements, in one or two lustnlmout^, 
into the treasures at Bans&l, Alipore or ICImlni, i)ie lioiul* 
quarters stations of ths Ibree districts ooneomod. 

At the time o! the Permanent Seltlsmant the whole district 
of Jessore oont^ed only estaiee, aad tbe nutobar most 
therefore haye been still smaller in this district. The number, 
bowerer, subsecpiently toss enormooaly, the district oil its «sa- 
UotLiiLlBSi receiving 971 re venne'psying estates, uf which 770 
were permanently settled, 179 temporarily settled and 22 hold 
under the direct maitagement of GoTemment; there were also dl 
reyenue*free estates. This inorease woe due, in a large toes sure, 
to the Permanent Settlement, both becouse a number et iiiuks wore 
made separate eeietes, and also because in the 10 years following 
its ooov^etien, when the large eetstes began to fall in arrears, 
it was not the pTaoUce to sell up sooh estate entirely but only 
a portion, the purobase money of whioh would be enough to 
meet the srrear. The large estates being thus poroelled out into 
shares and sold to the highesb bidder, a large number of small 
esiatse were created. For instance, ths Tasafpur estate alone, 
which was held by Bsj& Srikfinta £ai, was divided three years 
after the selUement into 100 large aod 39 small estates, and 
sold to ss many proprietors. The number of eslatea was snbee- 
qnently mcieaeed still farther as the result of tbs resumption 
proceedings. 

Sxoaptiog the Snndorbans tract, the whole diatriot is per* 
manently settled. The number of permanently setlled estates in 
the district is sow 781 and that of temporarily settled estates 199, 
while 40 estates are under direct mauagement of Goyernment, 
of whieh 22 are the properly oi Govemmeut and the rest of 
proprietors. Ths rdveiLue>free estates number 61 , and there are 
62,^^ tenures and undsr«tenuree regisiored in the road oeas olBoe, 
besides 6,081 Tsnt-free lands, whioh ars also tsnures. Unlike the 
Test of the district, the Sundarbans tract is not permanently- 
settled, and ii^eludds 171 eslatee, which are periodically settled. 
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l&9ome of theMeatatM Grovetnmont u fcbe proprietor, the letUe- 
ment«hoUor beisg nalffttsirt, and is otliers settlement*]) olden 
hare proprietary mteroaU. 

The proprieton of esiotoe en known de lomlndAro or taluiHij'Sf 
the l&tter bt>ing generally petty land-holdoi«, who reside on their 
eetatoe, while the larger proprietors oro generally noa*reaident. 

The iiiuh have their origin in the separation ot portiona 
eatetea, the samind&ra having diapoaed ol them by e^e, gift or 
otherwise. The poraoDs who obtained poae^aion of such aepn* 
rated portions of s&iclnd&rlB either paid Ihoir quota of leTenue 
through the tamndin or direct to the pablio treoenry. The 
ezaotlona of the sfusindara soon obliged them, however, to obtain 
Koognition as ownen of diatinst eatatei. The separated portaone 
camo to be kuown as tdtuis, and the holders as indepeudent 
WukddfA having right«» privileges and reeponsibiUUes in all res. • 
pe^ similar to those of Ibe 2&mlnd9rs, the difference consisting 
in origin only. 

Tho proptioton of estates have freely esoToised tlw power of TivoaB». 
aUenaiion and have created a largo number of tenures, each on 
pnfals, ^drds and ffAnihit. In erecting these tonnres, and even 
in giving n lease ^r a term of years, it has been and is a com- 
^ men practice for the tenure-holder to pay a bonus or premram, 
which discounts the oonliugenoy of many years' inoreased rent. 

The system, while meetltig the samtnddr^e present neoesaity, 
means a lore to his poeterity, beoauss it is vhar that if the 
bonus wert not axiiolod, a higher rental could he obtained 

C uSently from the land. The prooeas of aub-isieudatioD * 
lot terminated with the poinidSrt, iJOrddin end ffdttfAKkn. 

There are lower gradations of tenures under them c^led 
darydi'di and darffdnif'is', and eveu further sab ordinate tenurea 
called fiepalpUf ugd/UhU, eto. ICony cf the ^nder-tenures are 
of petty eise emd were originally ryoti holdings. The preeeat 
holders haviug in oourse of time acquired the slatus of nnde> 

* tenure-Loldera, now oolleot rents from (he ryots as middleman 
and pay idiom over to the scpoiior landlords, lueplug some profit 
for themselvea. 

In many ooeae entire estates are iu the direct posasesion of 
painltkbe or gdiiikldin^ but there ore ala^ instances iu which 
portioos of astatas era directly under the piopnetors, the remain, 
iog portioiu being held by tenure'holdern Landlord’s private 
lands are called Ji/tdt k/tdmdv or dmitiai khSmA', and are cultivatad 
mtherby his own man or hired labourers, or by onltlratoxe, called 
borffsd&n. who ^e half the produce to the landlord. The 
following is a brief amount of the principal tenuree. 
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Tenure>kdderi holding diiiMtly under semludlre are VnoNva as 
or gi:nih\diri^ &ncl when Uoldiog under revenue-paying 
ea QAnthXdAn, Tlio word yAni!>\ meeue usigned or 
allobtod) and |>rol)aUy euoh teunree w'o origioally oroatod by 
the samludflie for the reolumaiion o£ w&eto Lend; but in prooeaa 
at time tlie term came to be applied to ouy teuuro hold immodi- 
etoiy imdor a proprietor or iodependost taiMAr. These tenuiOA 
are heritable and troQiferable, and the ffAulhidin have Irooly 
ezoroised their power to oroate uoder-tenuroe. There are several 
grades ol under-tenoro'holders below them oulled f/ai’(/AiUfi\it6r$, 
eto.j down to nine dogrees. Borne i/AnlM ton^tvM oroi 
MuJiar> ui% i9.t tenuroe held at a fixed runt) and others uo /tmtrati, 
i.e., hereditary touuros. 

, TAiuli aia tenuree ohiefiy found in the eut and eouth of the 
disiriot, which ooriespond to the ffiatJiU of the old settled tracts. 

In ibis part of the district, ospeoiaUy in the SolImflbfiJ yari/ffu/i of 
the Ulgherh&t subdivision, sub-iufeDdatiou )ias boon ooriied to 
extreme lengths, and there is a great variety ol intermediate 
tenures between the and tbe actual, cultivator, such os 

an^aUiiiuk hmAlA, autai>/uii<feis, nim*htncdii,eisA ttm-cvtcU^katediA, 
The word autai means subordinoto, and agoifles a dopondent 
tenuie, while tbe word nim generally indicatos that the tenure is a 
subdivision of the parent tenure. A /uiicild signifies liUraUy a 
charge, and is found, in the chain of snbordinaiics, either direct 
under the samfodRr or under the Wukddr, The htneili tenure 
may be created by the umfnd&r, If ho has not already oroated a 
idlu^ddi’, audio tEls case a Wiikdd}- subsoqusntiy created Cak^ 
position between the hattilddir and the lamtud&r. Tbe rights oi 
a however, include that* of ersating k»rr(l4lc within his 

own tenure '» and tbe haKdlitfir^ egain, nay croate a subordinate 
tenure called did, and may subsequently oroate an autat- 

Jiatodidf intermediate between hunsell and the uini-fi(McdJdd4>\ 
This species of ander-tenure originated from the olroiimstaooe that 
the BomlndSrs or tdlukdin, unable to clear the largo traoU o! * 
QDrooIaimod lands inoludsd in their propertios, divided them into 
lots, placing each lot in the kmcdli or bhorgo of en individual aud 
oonoeding to him some proprietary rightsand os roolaination 
proceeded, the latter in bis turn began to sublet, 

In the Sundarbans the term iihtk has a moaning diCterent from 
that in the north of ths district, for the Sundarbans giants aia 
themselves osUed idhJtt, and their posseeaore are filukiidi't. Here 
ore found reclamation tenures granted for the clearance of jangle, 
called JSHffaibuf'i, dbJdiari or paliidiSdi. They lire permenent 
tenuTOG, held exempt from the payment oi revenue for a period^ 
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Bnbjdot to a iii&oiEc jftnui (asaeeaaieDt) for lands brought undar 
oultiyaUcn. 

TKa^inl tdhOci ors a olosa of tamirea whloli otigiuatod ia tbo 
estota of tlie MaLai&jft ofBurdvSn. Ai fcha l?ara3&neBi Settle- 
nieiit the aaeassmeut of U^e eeUte ttos T»y high, and in order to 
> ensara ooey aod puzioiaol raaliMtiOQ of ^e rout^ a number of 
leasM ia perpeta% to be held at a fixed nut vere gtreii to a Urge 
anoiber of middleToon. Th»e teauroe are known aa (liter- 
all/ depeadent) l&lvl'»y and are in effect leasee wMoh bmd 'the 
holders hy torme and conditions siinUat to tioae b; whiob snp^r 
landlords are bound to the State. A Urge nnnber were created 
m this distrioi ond in Jeasore after fho enaohnsot of Itegulation 
YUl of 1619, known as the PatnlSalo Lew, which deolared the 
Tslidity o£ saoh permanent teoures, defined the leUtiYe righfe 
of the samlndAre and their subordinate pnitit tiluk<^4y e&tabliabed 
a sianmary prooeas for the sale of such teDU:res in satiefaotion of 
tlie atmliid&r's demand of reoty and also legalized under-letting, 
on similar terms, by ilie pti'niddi'* and others. Since the passing 
' of this law the tenure has beou very popular with samin- 
d&rs who wish to diTcet themHlves o£ the direob management of 
their property or pert of it, or who wish to raise money jn the 
shape of a Ixmus. It may be desoiibed as a tenure created by the' 
sonJadAr to be held by the lessee and his heirs or trsnsfecsee for 
over at a roat fixed in perpetuity, subjeot to the liability of 
onsulment^n sale of the parent estate for arrears of the Govern- 
meat revenne, unless proteoted against the rlghta exeidsable by 
•luotion-purohssars by common or epeoial registry, os preeoribed by> 
Bcotlcma 37 and 69 of Act XI ot 18 d 9. The tenant is oalled upon 
to fumiah ooUatsr&l seonrity for the rent and for bis oondnet 
generally, or he ia aroused from this obligation at tha scunlnd&i’s 
disoratioa. • 

XIndar*tenures* created by paMiidrt are oaDed daspoM, and 
those Qi’cated by c/or/*n^»i<ii^r are called tennres. These 

under-tannree are, IxU the parent (etiurea, permanent, tranafsrabls 
and heritable; and have generally the aame rights, privileges 
and responmbilitieB attached to them, They are usually granted 
on payment of a bonne. SeoUon IS oI Regulation VIII of 
1819 providee nalee for ataying the sale of a if it takes 
pliLoe owing to the iutentional withholding of payment of rent 
by the pniNit/Ar with the object of mining bis subordinate 
tenure-holders. In such cases tha under-tenants are allowed ths 
means of saving the pn/»} tenure and their own under-tenujoa by 
paying into the Collator’s office the advertised balance due to the 
samlndfr. The tenure so preserved forms tha necasaory 
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Mourity to tb9 depositors, "vko IiaTe a lien on it In the eamd 
maimar as ii tho loan had hoea made opcm mortgage. Tbo 
depositors maj then appl^ to the Oollector {or obtaining immodiats 
posasssion of tho dofanltar’s tonura; and the defanUor vill not 
reoovu' bis tenure, *'oxoept apou rapaymont of the entire sum 
advanood, with iatorest at the rato of per oaat. per annum up 
to the date of posse^oii having bean given^ or upon exhibiting 
.proof, in a regoJar euit to be instituted for the purpose, that tlm 
full amount so adTanoed, vitb interest, baa boon ronlixed from the 
nenfruot of the tenure.” 

The holders of rotit*free lands are oallod nit/J:fjr-bAogl. They 
are teiiare*holders under satnlndftrs or idlukfidrs, and are liable to 
pay road and pnblio works oesees only, wliioh they realise from 
their ryots while oolleolmg rents. Host teiuire*hoIder6 of this 
olasB pay the assessed oeeses direct to (3toTemment, but in come 
oases payment is made through the proprietors. The rent^iree 
Unde are heritable and transferable by aale, gift or mortgage 
like other tenures. There are also serrloe tenures in this dlsiriot 
demgnated chAkrAn, whidh are heritable, but not transferable. , 

Ooovpanoy ryots or ryots at fixed rents or fixed rates of rent 
are oallod kdimi kmki pi'({/A and the non*oooupanoy 
Beeidont cultivators are known as fcUttilkd6ihj>if[/i and non-xesidoct 
ryots as paikirt holders of homestead lands os bkitab4n 
prajAt and undernyofs as kot/a prffji. It is reported that holdings 
of ryots oi the first two olasses are being freely transferred by 
sale, 703 ryots’ holdings st flxod rates of rent and 1^002 oooupanoy 
ryots’ hol^gs being sold during tho year 1900. ^ 
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ADMINIdTSlllOiV. 

Thb administratioa of ih^ dlitriot ii is okorge of thd Oollootor abkivu* 
under tbA OommiBsioaor of tie Preadenoy Biyiiion. For 
adminutmtire purpoiei it .ii divided into tiree euMmaloLSAKB 
vriti ioadquArtsra at KLnlnl, BAgierbftt end 8&tkbirA. Tbe 
lieadqiuulen subdi^ieion u under tie direoi lapetTiuon of tie 
CoUeoior, who hoe a lUQ of four Deputy CoUeoion, with one 
or two Suh* Deputy OoUeotore, while tho Bigherh&t end 8&tkbir& 
eubdiriBioni are e&ch in charge of x SuhdiviuoDaJ OfSoer. 
genereUy e member of the Prorlnatl OivU ServioOi cssietod hy e 
Sub-Deputy Colleotor. Settlement cporaiione in the Suudarbau 
ore ooutroU^ by e ipeoial Deputy OoUecbor with beadquutete 
et Calcutta. KhuIuK ii aleo the boadquarten of a Deputy Oon« 
lervator of Poreete in charge of Jhe Susdubons Divieion, who 
ie aBueted by an Aiuetont Coneerrator and on Extra AnaUnt 
Goneorvator ofForeetfl. 

Tho menus of the dletriot, under the main heads, waeitensoa. 

*Di. 6,23»OUO in 1382-68, when the district wu first conetiinted. 

It rose to*Da. 11,46,000 in 1890-01 and to He. 18,21,000 in 
1900-01. In 1803-07 ii amounted to Be. 16,19,000, of which 
Be. 6,92,0 Oo were derived from land revenue. Be. 4,67,000 from 
etampi, Be. 2,26,000 from oeasee. Ba. 1,12,000 from exoifo, and 
Ra. 88,000 from inooma-tox. 

The ooUeotlozu of land roTtono increased from Ba, 8,91,000 Lane 
in 1882.88 to Be. 6,44,000 in 1890.91 and to Bs. 8,09,000 
in 1900.01. In I908«07 they aaousted to He. ^92,000 collected 
from •1,020 estates. The graduid increase is attributed to 
enhancements abtaiued from temporarily eettlsd estates in tbe 
Sundotbansi end the revenoa fiom Uiia aouioe is expected 
to increase still further as hind ia reolaimed nnd imptov^ 
Altogether 781 eetatos with a ourrant demand of Bs. 6,12,000 
are parmanently settled, and 203 esiotee with a demand of 
Ba. 1,74,000 are temporarily settled, while there are 86 estates, 
with a demand of Be. 81,000, held diieot by Oovevnmeni. 
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6Ubi«. Next to land rerenuOf tlie most impoztaiit souroe ol nvesue 
is ttie ulo of stamps, tito reoeipts from vhioli nmountod to 
£b. 2,99,000 is 1606-96, and avoraged Rs. 6,80,000 per annum 
in tlio quisqusnsiam ending in 1800*I900. During ths 6vd yoars 
ending in J004«00 the annual roooipta avoroged Ha 3,80,000, 
and in 100G«07 tliey were lie. 4,07,000, as against Hs. 3,21,000 In 
1606-07. Tbe incsoaso is almost outiroly dne to tlio groolorsale 
of jodioial stomps oaiuod the growUi is tho sumbor and valuo 
of rent and oMl suits. 

Hood and public ^orke oesios ore, as usual, loviod at tbo 
maximum rate of one anna in the rupoo. Tbo oollootions 
inoroased from Its. 1,06,000 in 1600-07 to Hs. 1,04,000 in 
1900-0], and to lii. 2,26,000 iu 100d 07. Tbo ourront demand 
in the year last nam^ was Hs. 2,28,000, of whioli the greater 
part (Bs. 2,00,000) was due from 1,698 revsauo*paying estates, 
while lU. 9,000 were payable by 01 revsuus-frdo celatei, end 
Its. 12,600 by 0,061 rent-free lands. The number of oetnUia 
assessed to oosses is 7,640, and the number of rsecided sliar^ 
holden is 7,669. There are 62,842 tenures assessed to oeises 
with 61,666 ihoie-holdars ^ and the number of tenures is thus 
nearly seven tlmoe that of estates. The total demand of cesses 
(Be. 2,28,000) is neisly equal to a third of the demand oi land 
rovsnne (Bs. 7,17,000). 

SicIm. The next important so\iroo oi revenue is oxoise, the 
receipts from wLicb incroasetf from Hs. 76,000 in 1890-07 
to Rs. 1,12,000 in 1900-07—a total lower ilian iu any ether 
distriot in the Presidency Division exoo^ Jesecro. Over a third 
of this sum was obtained from the duty and lioeuse lees levied* 
on gdPvM, U., the unimpregnatsd dried Aowsring tops of the 
oollivated femals hemp plant (CtSHno^ii indieu) and the resinous 
exudation on them ; the amount thus realized was Bs. 41,260 in 
1906 *07. The total inoidenoo ol the revenue aoonung from 
hemp drugs was only Rs. 636 lor every 10,000, and the numher 
of shops licensed to sell by retail was one to every 16,467 persons. 

After ginja the largest item In the excise revenue consists of 
the receipts ^m the sale of oountiy spirit, whioh In that year 
* realised Be. 68,066 or nearly a thud cl the total. The manu- 
fMlure and sole of country spirit are oarriod on undor what is 
known IS the oontmot supply system, which was introduced io 
1906. Under this ^tsm the local manufaotui'e of oountiy 
spirit has bean prohibitsd. and a oontrnot has been made 
with a firm of distiUen for its supply. The contractors are 
forbid^ to hold any retail licenses lor the sals of the spirit, 
but are allowed the use of distillery and dep6t buildings for the 
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atoTftge oJ Ufiaor. Tlie epM la Wu^hi irozn tba dialiJlaii to tbd 
variooa dep6ta, and ia th«n blen<bd aad rodnecd to oattiw flxad 
•trcn^iha, at whicL alone it ma/ )» aapplied to rott^ Tendon and 
acid hy the latter to oonarunera. The leonpte from the lioante 
teoB and doty ca tide apirit an lean U^an in any other diatriot 
in the Preaide&i^ Ditulos except JeMve* npreeenlin^ Be. S67 
per I0>000, aa oompaxed viih Ka d»7id ior the DiTlcon and 
Ba. 2,li7 tor the whole of Bengal. There are altogether 87 
ahopa lioenaad lor ita eale^ i.e^ one raUdl ihop to erory 50*1 aqaaie 
tailu and 38,866 pettcne ; the aTorage ooQsampcIoa ol the 
liquor ia 4 proof gallooa per 1,000 oi the popolation, and the 
inddenoe of taxation la only 5 piea per head of the population. 

The reoeipta from opinm aooonnt for praoticadly all the 
romaindor ol the axoM reTenoe, auonstmg in 1906^7 to 
Ba. 83,167 or Be. 356 per 10,000 of the populatioD, ai againat the 
iTerage of Us. 007 retoroed for the Bnmdanoy DiTieion and 
Bi, 463 for the whole of Bengal. 

In J806-97 the moome*tax yiddod Be. 83,000 paid by 1,700 inmia* 
aaaeeeeee, and in 190t-03 the amount deriTed from the tax bad ^ 
inoraaeod to Ba. 46,000 and the niunher of tweMeaa to 2,498. 

At that time the minimum inoome aMeaaable waa Be. 500, bo^’ 
this waa raiiad to Bi. 1,000 in 1909, thereby adording relief 
to a nombor of patty tiadare, moQ^«laodan and olerha. The 
number of aeeeeMea oonaequoktlr fell in 1003 to 680 and tba 
oollftfltiona to Ba. 80,000. In 1906«07 the tax broagbf m 
Ba. 96,179 paid by 

There are 13 offloea for the regiatratien ei aaiuanoee under 
Act XU of 1877. In the five yean 1896<99 the areroge number 

oi doocmenta 
roistered annu* 
ally waa 44,580, 
and in the next 
quiniquonimn 
(1900^) it 
waa 48,600. In 
1907 the nam- 
her roae to 
51,680 ae ehown 
in the marginal 
eUiemeni, which 
girea the aalient etatudea for that year. Thia moreaee 
ia aaoribed to the high prioea prerailing in the diatriot and to 
auunuaual demand for land among jnto outtiraton,. who hare 
found auch inlUvstion mare pcphtalde Bun that of paddy. 
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Arutmi* KbuUil WM icflluded within thd junsdiotion of tbe Biiiiict 
MATioir gesaious Judge oi Jeasore until 1908, vlion n saparatd 
iosTioa> Diatriot Judge woa a|^pointed. 7Uo local civil oourta arc those 
Civil o( two 6nV< Judges at IiholoA and o! nine Muniufi, of whom two 
ait at KhitlnA, throo tit BtlgberhAt n>ii1 fouv at SMhhira. 

CHaiDki Ctimioal jusiioe it adininiitei'oQ by the Dili idol MagiiUTito 
j(uu«* vftidoiu Magistrates subordinate to him. The sauo* 

tionsd staff at EhnlnA ooDwts, In addition to the Distrlot 
Magistrate» of thne Deputy Magisirattf of the first olaas nnd 
one Deputy Magistrate of Cbo second or tliird class. Dosides 
these olHoers, ons or two Sub-Deputy Magiitralee with Ibiid 
cIms powers ors gonerally posted to the headquorton atatiou. 
The dubdivlsional OfHosrs of B&glierhAt and flAtkbiiSi.aro nlmost 
invariably Magisliatos oi the first olaas, and ore genorally 
assisted by a Bub'Deputy Magistrate vested with sooond or 
tbi^ oloss powers. In addition to tlio stipendiary Magistrates, 
thore are Benohos oi Honorary Kagistrstes at lCUuln&, Bigberhat 
and Sfttkbird. 

<Ma4. Except in ths extreme east of the distrlot, where some 
degree of lawlessness regarding lend and women is common, 
there is no porLieuIar tendenoy to crims among the population. 
Some years ago, the inhabitants of the Morrollganj tbftna in the 
B&gherhai subdivision had &q evil repotation iw turbulonoo, 
end oases of rioting with deadly weapons were frequent, parti- 
oularly during the rice harreetiag season. 'I'he number of snob 
oases bse however decreased ooiieiderably of late years. Agra¬ 
rian orime is^most oommonin tho dOdtb or Snndarb^ oloarings, 
which liATS become a byword for land disputes and riota. 
The outpost at D&kupi was especially established a few yoari 
ago tc check the increasing volume of crime in theeo parts. 
Ooonterfelt coining hoe gene on for some tims, and recently 
' . some members of a gang of professional ooiners known as 

Bauiiss from Mirwir in lUjputftna wore arreetod and convicted. 

The form of orime mosb ohardoteristie oi the district ie river 
daooity; but muoh oi tbs crime on tlw waterways is not reported. 
For instance, during a period of 6 years (1000-04) only 1% river 
docoitiei were repoited, but it was subiequoutly disooverod that 
at leoet 3d sooh daeoitiee had been committed, but not brought 
to light, It is, moreovei', the worst district of all those affeotod 
by riverain oondltiona for losses of jute and rice cargoes, the 
waters in tbo neighbouihood of Ehttlnfi, AlSipur, Kfillgenj and 
Bigherhit being parlimilorly notorious iit this respect. There 
^ six well-known gangs of profossioDal oriminaU, uumbering 
m sll about.600 pereone, which appear to be composed oi the 
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following olueoa: — (1) Hind from Jouon, hlrod dnrjag 

tho pftddy'Outting uoson. (2) Doooiti boAdod together in googs 
of 20 to 20, who man light faat^oing boata and attack empt7 
hoata, (ho tnAnjhit of which oany cub for the purohau of giain 
or the proooada of ita sale. (3) BaooiU who oat tba anchor 
ropoa of giam'laden boats and allow the boat to drift down to 
oppouta their Tillago, whonoo ^iRgu pat of! and fako the .grain. 

(4) Mixed gangs of HarlsOl and KhulnS Muhammadux hadmAiht, 
and tho ^th a sot ol daooits who taka rofuge in 

tha watorwaye and jnnglas around Morrollgaaj, whore tho^ cau 
loot strogglara with impunit/ along the outer watorwaye of 
the SundarboQB. (5) Smugglers of forest produce and salt, and 
Boma thugs from tha iiUnda. Thera li alao sridsnca that gangs 
of Banpar MoUiibs from BihAr work along tha trade roatee and, 
whan naooasary, do not hasitata to rosort to tioience. 

For polios pnipciea (dio district is divided into 13 th&nas ?otio*. 

with 12 outpcata 
aa shown in the 
maigin. Somoof 
the latter liava 
bean dsolarod 
police aUtlonafor 
the purpoiei of 
inTeatigation. 

There aro alao 7 
riTar patrola for 
tho‘protaoUon of 
river iraffio and 
for the pievoction 
and dotaotlon of 
crime on tha watarwaya The regular polios force consisted in 
1908 of tho Soperintandent of PoKoe, 4 InspeCtori, 42 6ab< * 
Inipecbora, 43 Head* Const ablee, and 837 oonetablos, ezulaaiTO of 
46 men employed in river parols. The total etrength of tha * 
foroe wae, therefore, 480 man rapresantlng one polioeman to avery 
4*2 square miles and to every 2,376 of the population. There 
is a small body of town polfoe in tba munioipalibiea i and tha 
rural police for tha watch and word of villsgas in the interior 
oonaiitB of 133 daJnddi'S and 2,846 cftQ'iisiddrt, xapraaenting one ' 
6han)Addf to ovary 664 inhabitants. 

Khulna is a ssliferous tract io which a provestive faiabliib- 
ment is entertained to prevent the iUiat coanufaotura of salt and 
to surrey the BoliDC tracts. This eatabliihment is dirootly under 
the control of the Collector and consists of oaa Inspeoior, three 
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Stib'Xiispscbn, aod 62 peoSB. The dutriot bas bean 

^vidsd into three tee^ with headquarten at Bardal in thSua 
Aafiannii at Obali;& in tbina rflik^oha, and ai, Morrellgnnj. 
The lupootor suporvieH tbe work oi the throe rangos, each of 
which ifl io cb&rgo of a Bub-IcBpeetor witJi two patrol pDitioe, 
oaoh compoaod of one JaaiddAr and 9 pooaa> The salt ofHoors 
Lave also boon mpoworod to inspoot oxueo sliops and to n;oke 
enqnmes ooDoeotod with tbo anoomo-trx, and tboir eomccs ato 
sometimes atilued to help the looal polioo in ouo ci broaches 
of tbe peaoe and rircr daooilios. For work on the rivets two 
oiittors are maintained, eaoh manned by one winjfii and 0 
boatnoa. 

There is a dUCriot jail at KhuluB ajul a subsidlAiy jail at oooli 
of the ontlyisg subdivisionsi headquarters, via., B&ghorhftt and 
Satkbiri. The subjail at B&ghorhBt has aooosuoodation for 
prisoners, vis., 0 male oonviots, 8 female oonviots and 23 under- 
trial pruonexs, and that at Sttkhiri for 13 prieonore, vis., 9 male 
and 3 female eonvioU. The dielriot jail, bos at present oooom- 
modation for 49 prisoners, vis., for 2S male oonvioU, C female 
oonviete, 13 under-trlrd prleonexs, and 3 civil prisoners; while 
there is a hospital with beds for 6 patients. Banotion has been 
given to an extension of the joU, wluoL will involve the addi¬ 
tion of the following among other biiildings?—barracks for 80 
prisoseri, divided into 4 wards, one oi which will have oubieles 
in order to separate jnvc&ile prisoners; a hoipital, oontainiog 
a forsr ward and a dysentery or ordinary ward, each witil 
8 beds; a Mmale ward with aocommodatfon for 6 prisoners; 
four eells, one for female, and three for male prisoners; and 
two work-sheds. There will also be a iwo-iiorlsd main gate 
building, containing jailors’ quarters, the civil jail, various 
ofBces, and quarters for 31 warders; and provision is also to 
be made for undsr-trial and segregation wards. The industries 
carried oq in the district jail are oil-preiiring, wheat'grmding, 
paddy-husking, mat-making, aloe-pounding and rope-making. 
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OlIid^TEB XIII. 


I,OOAL BBLP.GOVlUlNJMlJNr. 

OuTsiDO tliQ nunioipaUtiM of KbulnR, Gdtkbirt and Dablilift, 
tbd ulminutra^on of local affaiia^ tncAi m tba maaagsisoDt of 
roadfl, the oontrcl of diapanwrioa and the prOTiaioc of sanifatioii) 
otc., reeta wiib tha District Board, aaaiatad bj fho Looal Boards of 
KhulnSf BUgberb&t and Siikhira and b^ tba Unioo Oomouttoea 
of SatJi&lt, DnmriB^ BflgbaibAt, Knl^bat, Kalftroft and MSgurS. 

The District Board oonaists of 17 mombaia, of whom font are 
nominated by Qovemment and oi^^bt sre eleotad, while fivo are 
ex-^0cio memban. Its average annual inoomo during the 10 
years ending in 1901-02 was Be. 1,17,000, of wbiob Be. 69,000 
were derived from Brovinoial rates; and the average annual 
expenditure was also lie. 1,17,000, of wbioh Be. 66,000 were apanb 
on oivil works, Ba 28,000 on edneation, and Be. 4,000 on medical 
relief. In 1906-07 its income was Be. 2,90,000 (exoluding an 
opening balance of Us. 68,000), the principal receipts being 
lU. 1,07,000 derived from rates, Bs. 74,000 obtuned fremoiviL 
works (Including Rl. 60,000 from ooniribuUooa end Bi. 14,000 
from tolls on ferries), Be. 26,000 oontribated by Government and 
He. 6,000 oltainad from pounds. The inoidenoe cf iazatlon is 
light, baing only one anna four pics per head of the population. 
The expenditure in the same year wot Be. 2,17,000, oi wbioh 
Be. 1,62,000 were spent on oivil worki, Be. S9,000 on edacaticn, 
and Ri. 12,600 on medical relief. ^ 

The Blstriot Beard maintains 68 6'6 miles of roads, cf which 
27*6 milsa are metalled and 608* miles uo nnmelalled, berides a 
number of village roads with an aggregate length of 026 milai; 
the coat of maintaining these roads in 1906^07 was Bs. 166, Ba 66 
andBs. 14 per mile rospeutively. The Board also keeps up 08 
pounds, whiob bring in an moome of Bi. 6,000. Its educaricnal 
expenditure is devoted to m^taining one Middle eohool and one 
industrial school (the BhulnJt Gorenation Teobnioal eohool), and 
to uding 48 Middle eohools, 76 Upper Primary eohools and 676 
Lower Primary soKoole. It also mamtahu no less than 11 
dispensaries and aids three others; in 1906*07 altogether 6-6 
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p 0 r oeni of tho ordinal/ inoome of tibe Board ezpendod oa 
modioal relief and eaniiaUoD. 

In subordination to tke Distiiot Board are •the £liuln&, 
Bfiglierbftt and &ltkliir& Local Bcaida, the jnriadiotion of each 
ooireapondiag to the aultdirislocial charge of the eame name. The 
Hhnlna Looal Board has IS members, all nonunated by Qovern- 
mant. The Bfigherh&t Looal Board has 12 inombdrd> of whom 
three are elected, oigUt are nominated by Ooremment, and one is 
an aa>o^eio member. The 64tkbir& Xx>oal Board has 15 members, 
of whom aight ue eleoted, aiz are nominated, and one is an 
ia-oJJcic member. The fanotlons of tliese bodies 01*0 unimportant, 
oonaeting mainly of the admiuostration of Tillage roads and the 
control of ponade and fortiee. 

There are 6 Union Oommittees in the distriot, tu., Senhstl 
(20 square miles], Damria (5 square miles), BSghech&t (12 square 
miles), Kulghar (QO square niil«), KablTO& (20 eqnare miles) and 
HtgurE (50 aqnaie miles), with an aggregate population of 67,077. 
The first four Union Oommitteee wore created in 1305 and the 
last two in 1806. The Ooounitteee are eaob oompoeed of 0 meDi> 
ben, and the dutiei entrusted to them ooneiet of Tillage sanitation 
and the upkeep of Tillage roads and drUne within th^ reepeotire 
jarisdioUons. 

At the oloee of the year 1000*07 there wore 3 municipaUtiee in 
the distriot, lit., Khulnft, 8itkhir& andUebbiU. The numbor of 
raio'payere was 5,00 L, repTeeenting 19 per cent, of the total 
number (25,315) ol persons residing within mnniupal limits, 
as oompared with tbe average of 10*7 per oent. for the whole of 
the Presidency DiTieion. The aTeroge incidence of tozaticu in 
that year was annas IS'S per head of the population, as against 
the BiTisional average of lU. 1-7*8, uid Tari^ from annas 4*6 in 
Debbftti to Ke. 1*6‘3 in KhnkJl. 

The Khnln4 bfmuoipaHly was eetablished in 1834, audits 
a2airs are* administered by a hfunioipal Board, oonsUting of 15 
membeie, of whom ten are elected, and one is nominated, while 
four are members. The area within mnnidpal limits ie 

4*64 square miles, and the cumber of rate«p^7^ ie 2,000 or 19 
per cent, of tbe population. Tbe aTerage annual income for tbe 
decade ending in 1901*02 was lie, 21,600, and ^e expenditure was 
Bs. 19,800. In 1905*07 the receipts amounted to Rs. 21,000, 
besides an opening balance of its. 20,000, the main sooroee of 
rdTenue being a tax on persone, leried at the rate of 1 per oent. on 
tbe annoal income of the xate<payers, which brought ^ He. 5,000. 
There is also a coaserraucy rate, levied at the rate of 12 per oent. 
os the Taluation of holdings. This Tate alec realised 5,000 



LOCAL SELr-OOVBIumClT. 


157 


and Bl 4,000 wera olitaisdd from * Ux on hoQM «td lands. The 
total mooma from muniaipal mtee and taiee was ^ 10,000, lad 
tko icddeno? of taxation wm Bo. per bead of the popula¬ 
tion. Tlie oxpenditare in (he at me 3 ‘Mr ms Be. 86,000, of 
vhioh lie. 14,000 os 00*1 per cent were spent on water'SUppI^r, 
and Be. 0,000 or 21*6 per cent, on conaerranof, while Ba. 6,^0 
or 22*7 per oent. wore expended on medical relief. 

The mnnidpality at 6itkhiri wna eetablished in 1880. It ia 
odmiuistered by a Uxudnipal Board conjutin^ of 12 membere, of 
whom ei^bt are elected and foor are nominated "by Goremmeot. 

The area within mnnidpal Umiu ia 12 equare milee, and the 
nomber of rate ^payera ia 2,087* repreeentin^ 19*6 par cent, of the 
popnlation reaiding within the munimpaJ area. The tTcnge 
anooel inoome for the decade ending in 1901«O2 waa Ba. 4,800 
ajtd the ezpemdUnre won Be. 4,500. In 1906-07 the reoapts 
amounted (o XU. S,u00, baeidee a small opening balanoe of 
Be. 400. The principal eomoea of revenue are a tax'on pereona 
levied at the rata of 1 per cent, on the annual mcome of the 
Tate*pa 7 eT 6 , which hronght in Be. 4,000, ^id a latrine tax levied 
at the rate of 12 per cent on the annoal value of holdisga, whuh 
brought in Ue. 1,*500. The aggregate inoome from mnnidpal 
rates and Usee was Be. 0,200, and the inoidenoe of tozat^ 

WM amiaa 9*6 per head of tfae population. The expenditure in 
the year was Be. 8,600, of iduch Be. 8/100 or 83*5 per oeat. 
were expended on medical relief, Bs. 1,600 or IS per cent, on 
conaervancy and Be. 1,100 or 12*8 per oeot. on vatc-eapply. 

Bebhili wae eonetitated a municipality in 1876 and Ia LtbUiti, 
admiAistered by a Municipal Board oonaathig of 12 memheis, 
sU of whom are nominated Qoremnent. The area within 
municipal limits is 8’d eqoara miles, and tbe number of rate¬ 
payers is 964 rapreeentiug It'd per cent, of the popnlatun living 
within the nmniaipal area. Tbe averege annual income and 
expcDditnre for tbe decade ending in 190l>02 were Be. 2,200 
and Ba 2,000 re^>eotively. In 1906^7 the total income was ’ 

Be. 1,800, the piinoipal item in the receipts being a tax ssseaod 
at the rate of 1 per cent, on the annual inoome of the late-payeis, 
whitdi hrooght in Be. 1,600. The expeaditure in the same year 
wss Bs. 1,700, the prindpal item being public works whioh 
acoouiftod for 48 per oenf, d tbe dubarsamenU 
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PBootB«i tho ooniuj of 1001 flpMioI onqalrf was mnde rognrOug 
Mtiw. tbslitsrooj of the peq}Ia, detest of htorrtoy hoiag the ability 
both to reed and write. People of whatover ago who oould do tbia 
were entered a literate, and tboee who oould not| os illiterate. 
The quoliflootion see me a limplo one, but even so only 0*9 por 
oent. of ^e population of ZhuIoR oould pass it, tho proportion 
* in the oaee of males being 12*4 per oest. and in the ooee of females 
0'8 per oeot. On the other hand, no other diatriot in the 
denoy Divinoa bod ludh a good record, exoept the 24-PargaQae; 
and the advanoa ^oe 1881 hu beeo very no^oeahle, for id that 
year only 0*7 per oent, of the males and O'Z per cent, of the females 
of the distiiot oould read and write. 

Aoooixliog to the itatiatics prepared by the Eduoation 1>opart. 
ment, there were altogether 7C2 schools ottoadod by !U,822 pupils 
in the latter yeox, and the number rose to 1,267 soboole and 
80,260 pupils in 1891, During the aoxt 10 years many soHoola 
weredosod owiog to ths distress oaused by natural oalamiiiea, 
for Ihe orops were short in 1603-9 i, part of the district was 
visited by a oy<loae in 1806, and there wos a famine in 1807 
The reeult was that in lOOO-Ol the nnmber of lohools had 
deoiined to 988 and the attendance bod only increased to 84,860. 
The lose has since been made* good, for io 1906-07 thoro were,* 
in addition to au Arts ooUage, 1,102 school b with 40,114 pupils 
on the rolls. Por the supwriaion of the sohools thei'e is aakff 
oonaisling of 2 Deputy laspeotors of Sohools, 7 Sub-rnapecrlors 
and one AsMtont BabDoepector. . 

The majority of the sohools are aitoated in ,the more advanood 
trools bordering on the rivers, wluoii ooDtoio large and popii- 
loos viUogas inhabited by tha higher olossoe of Muaalmftns and 
Hindus. The southern parte of the district bordoring on the 
SuadaihoDB, ond the raoreliy tmots intervening between the viveia 
are inhabited ohiedy by Pods, Chandils, ond the lower doesea of * 
Muaolmins, themeelvea doaoendante of oouverted Pods and Chan- 
dals. In those traots there are only a few Ididdle olass sohools 
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and even the Primaiy sohodls are few and for between, and aze 
thinly attended. Moreover, many of the latter a*e eitW oloeed 
ot remain open only in n&mo during tbe buey seaaona of 
ploQghiog, sowing, troniplantation, and leaping, when the boys 
are required to look after the onttl 0 > and to perform other 
unlmportaut agrioultural work, while the adnlti are buey In 
the ilelda 

There ifl one Arte college in the dial riot oetabliehod a few crmuoi* 
years ago at b)aulatpur, oallod t)ia Khulnt*Daulatpur Hindu 
Aatdemy. It ie now afllUated to the Viuverslty, and le reported vJoir. 
to be doing good work; it hu a boarding house attached to it. 

There are noloM thaa 23 High eohoc^ in tlie diatriot, attendsd fiiuso* 
by 8,628 pupils, giving an average of 168 pupils to ea^ eohool. 

Ooe of theee sohoole, the Khulnd Zill eoliool, is maintaioed ftov. 
by Government, one, the Paygrftm^lTasbt High sohool at HaebI, 
isaidedby the Piitriot Board, and eight ore aided by Govera- 
meat, vis., the Bigherli&t eohool, tbo 8Ktkhir& Prdnn&th eobool * 
at S&tkhirA, tliu B. De Sohool at Tolft, the BfthirdxA lohool at 
ManeA, tbo Daulatpur eoliool, the ICUareri& lohool at Mulgbur, 
the Naldba eohool at Kald^a, and the liahulia Jaimini Srlnith 
Institutloa at Babulia. Tliore ore also 12 unaided sohoola, yis,, 
the Ajogara eohool at Pftl's HAt Basar, the BanagrAm Oentuiy 
uhool at BanogrAm, thelChalis&kh&li-MAgur& sohool at Kbolisi* 
kh&ti, the Kbllishpuz, Noklpur/Phultali, So&h&tl, Bdngdid and 
Miksimil eoboole, the FhiiltalA Union echool at PaygrAcn, and 
tbe Baruli-Katipara*Banka'BbawliQlpurHarls(ihandra ineUtution 
at Barull. llio number of sohoole of this olaea and tbe large 
atlendonoe at them ere eloquent of the inoreoaiog domand for 
English education, for iu 1801 then wera only 4 High schools 
atteoded by 489 boys and tbe number griduaily rose to 6 eoboolt 
with 1,250 pupils io 1890 and to 17 with 8,185 pupils in 1900-01. 

There ore two liosteU atlaohed to ibe ShtilnA ZiU School, one 
for Hindu and the olhor for Mubammadan studente. 

There hiu been a eimilnr increase in the nuaber of Middle 
Esglisb schools, the number rising from 12 in 1881 to 19 in 1890 
and to 28 m 19 00 * 01 , the attendonoe rising in (be same three 
yeera from 648 io 1,429 and 1,730. There are now altogetbor 82 
schools of this class attended, by 2,110 pupils, giving an average 
of Od pupils at eaoh sohool. Thoro hoe, bowovor, been a decrease 
in tbe number of Middle YerDsouIu sohoole, of whioh there were 
46 with 2,226 boys on the r«)Ils in 1800; foi* though tlie number of 
those soliools rose to 46 and the attends uoe to 9,837 in 1901, tbe 
returns for 1906*07 show only 86 sohopls with 1,602 pnpils, 
ropreeeDting an average of 40 per school. The gradual deoline 
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of Uiddld YarnaouUvMbooU is not &'f$atUTO poouliar to ^uln& 
nnd ifl p&Ttly explained by tlia ffloC ihat somo of ^bese mIlooIb 
bft7e been roia^ to tlid status of MIddb Esglieb solxoola. 

■Sc*** number of boys* IMmary Bt‘hoola in 100C-U7 was 85C, 

* at wblob iaatruotion wm given to pupils, Ot tlioso 

flohoolSf 100 attended by 4)20^ boys wore Uppor VxhuOA'y eolioolsi 
and 70D attondod by 24)001 boys wore Lower I'rimary nlkOcJei 
the average attendaaoe at enoh oltua of lobool being 42 and 
mpeotWelj. The progroie of primary oduoation in Khulo& does 
not appear from the returne to be very satiifaotoiy^ for in 1800 
there were 1,141 Primary echooli attended by 27,030 pupils, 
while the number of eoboolt fell in 1000-01 to 876 and of the 
pupils to 26,046. The number of lohooli lias etlU further 
deoUuod siaoe the year last uamed, though this is not altogether 
a matter of regret as it ii due to the disappearance of many weak 
and ephemeral soboola. The number of pupils hoe inoreased by a 
* Little more than 8,000, but it is still only 1,600 more than in 1800 
in ipite of the euUequeot growth of the populatiou. 
huiie The progress of female eduoalicn on the other band h&i been 
marked in reoect years, the numbsr of girls receiving instruo* 
tion having risen during the last Ova'yoers from 2,010 to 4,221, 
rapreieDtiiig an advanoe of over 80 per cent. Thsro ore now 
123 seboola with 2,040 girls on the rolls, and besides these there 
ore 1,681 girls studying in boyi* lohooli. The ICh\iln& Munioi- 
pal girls’ sohool haa lecenlly boen convertod into a Model Primary 
lohool, and it is noiloeable that 28 girls attend Middle English 
eohoole. 

Tnenst* The only techniool institution in the dietiiot is the Oorouotion 
Mbaac. Teohnioal e^ool at IChuloft opened in 1006, whloh is* maintaiaed 
and managed by the DIstriot Board. The boys are taught oa^ 
pentry and weaving, and the number on the rolls is 40, There 
is aUo an egrii^ulturai garden attaohed to the ZiU lehool; and 
. there ii a teohoiool department attaohed to the EhulnA National 
fiohool meulloned below. i 

Tutnire There are $ sohools for the training of Primary schools 
•oiooti*. teaohera, Iroowa as Guru-iraiuing schools or third grade training 
sohoole, eituated one In each of the 3 subdivialous. A training 
sohool was alio opened ot Nandanpur in 1206 for the educallou 
of Hindn end ahammodan widows and soboolmastora' wives, 
but this school was closed from the let May 19U7 until n oom- 
petent tsochsr could bo found. 

OvtiTt Among other sohools may be mentioned a National School, • 
1080011 , setablished at IChulni la 1907, which has about 100 boye 
on the rolla It is under the management of some members of 
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thelooal Bor, and a maiatalnod bj* prmbe sobscrlptioDS. Th^ro 
ift also a S9puat9 sohool at Kbalnfi for infaiLt boys of 4 to 
6 fooTA lif age. Other aohools inolnde 6 Banskiit toh, 10 
Mubamajatlan fMlUaU and 11 nigbt oanitnuatioa sohooii Tliere 
u also one piirate institution, a Korftn sohool, whi<sh is attended 
by 26 boyp. 

Tbs MohammodaDS of the dutriot oanoot be deeoribed as ^enktt^ 
otherwise than book ward in reepeot of eduoation. Though they 
flooount for 01 per oeut. of the popolaUon, while the Hindus cion, 
represent only 89 per cent., the number of Hindus at soljoola is 
86,4Sd or dS per oont. of the total number) whereas the Uuham* 
madaus aoocrunt for only 16,456 pupils or 36*5S of the total 
miinber reoeiring instzaotios. 

There ore six libraries aitusted at Hhnlni, S&tkhir&, Sifpor, Liiu. 
Kfiguia, Kbeer4 and !S!ukrul; beddu three new libroiim estsb> 
lishdd in 1904-05, tIs., one at KorapSrl, another at Bsgherb4t Mnts, 
called the HoxlBabha Library, and a third at Belphxillfi. There » 

are two weekly nowspapors, the KfiulndbSiM, wbioh has some local 
imporlanoe, and the Jii/aran published at filgherhlt. Another 
weekly paper, the Khnln&y was f OTmerly published, bnt ceased to 
exist in 1904. It waa levived in lOOO and then again disappear¬ 
ed, the Shuhd Sitrhid takiog its plaoe. 
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ll&ipQT.'-A, viUago m tlie Xhclnd anlxllTifiiou, eita&tod 
tba jTiQotion of tUo and B^xturnb rivon. Po^^ulaiioa 

(1001) 1,190. It Lad formerl7 a looal trado, but owing 
to t]io oilting up of the Bli&iittb its im^rt&noo oa aa entrepot is 
on trbe ddoline. Thors is atiUf Lowoter, a Gonsidorablo eaU of gur 
or skoloBses, and oxoellcnt pottery is manufxoturod. Profossor 
BlooLmann sumiieco that AUlipur rnny havo boon ilie xoBldenos of 
Sulfc&n All-ud-din Husain Sbfth at the oloso of the l&th oenCury 
before bo beoame IfLig of Bengal. 

Amadi.—A village in tho Xbubol eubdivinon^ sitimtod on 
the river Kabodak about 7 miles south of Oh&ndkhili. Oloeo 
to the river bank are two tombs plaoed lengthways north and 
eouth, whioh are ssid to be the tombs ol Burn Rh&n aud Fateh 
Xb5n, father and son, two followors of Xhitn JahSn All. The 
northern tomb is on the bank of the river, and was said to be 
on verge of foiling into it in 1870. These tombs were ones 
cemented, but nearly all the oemont bos wom oif, nnd they have 
now the appsaraoce of ordiiiaiy briok tombs. A little fuitlior 
south is a raised pieoo of land, with a briok founda^on, 
sarroundsd by two or three small tanks and a long oiiiildal 
brenbh. Aeoording to local tradition, this oUvorion marits tho rito 
of the outolierry (ler/bitffv) of Bum and Fateh Kbftn. Further 
south still is a larg:o task oallsd the Xalki-dtghi; it is now a mass 
of manby jungle, but the surface inoluded within its high 
embankments is said to measure 100 higftds. The tank has no 
masonry ghdtf but in the oentio of eaoh of the four sides rises a 
cluster of tamarind tross. Along the river bank, at a point a 
little boyond the tombs, is aiiotlier large tank oallod the Hath!- 
b&ndh. Noor this tank, Sir James Westland writes in his 
B^orl on itio IHiit'ici o/ Jeiiore, “there lies, and has bun 
daring aU the moxnory of tho present generation, a oylindriool 
pieoe of grey stone about two.fed long, Its ends ore square, and 
its oiroumferenoe out into twelve facets. Bound the middle of it 
is a high band, and there is a devioe, alternate triangle and 
square, carn^ roi}nd the twelve facets. This eione, whatever it 
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waa meant for, came from a long dmtanee aim/, for no tuoh 
etone oan be foaad for 150 milm roonl’' 

Asaenm.—A rilUge in the Sitkliui labdieiaion, ututed 20 
nulM (by riTer) eoutb-uet of 8i(Ukirft at the junotfoa of tbe 
^ba^i and AfiU^ rirei*. Them iaaa aadiore^ place here 
fop boata prooaeding eaatwud while waiting for ^e tide. The 
oontaina a poUoe elation, a l>aUM Worka Department 
»n^ow and a large baaarj an annual fair ie held during the 
Dol Jfttra. 

B»gharhit.—Head^inartere ctf the labdiTiaion of tbe aame 
n^ aitoatedia ^ iV N. and 89® 47' E. on tbe Bhairab, 22 
“flea (by rirer) aouth'eaat of iGmhU. PopulaHon (1901) 1,124. 
The town wu formeily oonneoted with Khulni by a daii^ itoamer 
HrTioe, bet Uda bae been diaomitinaad owing to the ailtisg up of 
the Aliipw and hae bean replaeedl^ a daily aarrioe oi boata. 

There ii a maios^ pAoi or lawliTig plM on the baoje of tbe 
rim, and (^pgeite thie gW, end witMa 2U0 yarde foom it, ia a 
donbloHtorifld baUding whiA oonUina both the Subdiruional 
Offloopi* reiideDoe and oonrt To the right of tho $kdt u a 
building erarted a few yearn ago for the eouta of the three 
MuaBtfe Rationed here, and a Little beyond it ie the dik 
b^galow. Puxthet on there ate a ploaderi'library, oharitable 
diapeoeary, police boildxnge, enb-jall, mertuary, and the Uunj{&' 
retidanlial quartan. AIL tbeee bnildioge, exoept tbo oourtaof 
the Hnneifi, feee a netaUed road, wbieh rone along the liTer 
bank and ie the prinoiped road of ^e elation. In front of the 
cn^jail ie e reaerred tank, from whiedribe people obtain their 
drinking water, the water befog eeid to be ao good that peopb 
ooiue from a diitaooe of fonr milee by rood or rim for it. To 
the left of the landing gkdt and doae to it ie a btear, both aidea 
of which are lined with ehopa Tbe buar ie celled hUdhabga&j, 
after a member of a family of aamlndin residing at £aiap&r 4 , a 
village about 8 milee diitant from Bigbirbii Here a bi-weekly 
market ie held on Sondayt and T^adneedaye, whan boats oome 
from Mcrrellganj, EbnlnA, and other pUoae, and a biiak trade if 
ooiried on in rioa, betel-nnte, eoeonute, eta The ohlef e^orfo are 
paddy and betel-nute, moet of wlddi go to OelontU. Two large 
fain, loitiDg f<7 a month, are held in the winbw, when merahante 
and traden oome in large nambere to diepoea of tbeir gooda The 
prinoipal edocational inetitnfcioB ia a High eoLool hy 

Oovernment, 

Bfigherhit was made tbe headqQarten of the snbdivinon in 
1863, prior to which date it was only a piece of low jnugle land 
9n the banks of the Bhairab, entered on tbe map aimply aa 
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Bagbii. It 'trasi hoverdij & plftM of some loool importanoe at 
the efid of the 18 th oenttuy. Thore ore some renialiu, dating 
book to thie ponod, imicediateljr adjaoent to the eubdiTMonal 
ootnponvd, whero ihore is a sitiall epaoe of grocnd laiacd a few 
feet above the level of the eiurotmdmg land. Horo the remnina of 
bnok enolosiire vmlle aod the fouodationfl of a small briok build* 
lag have been found, and at the eoutiiam and of the endoeuio 
are two tanks, tlve laigeet of which is kuoTm aa tixo N&(kIi&CL&, or 
balUroom tank In the aamo cnolosue ia another old tank, called 
the Hitlii-pukor, on^ono aide of wluoh an obi ghAi or flight of 
steps woB dlsoQTored two foot below tlie surfaoo, wIioq it was 
le^osoavaied in 1 ^C 8 . Tbestepewero worn, but iJie floor above 
them^ wbioh bad omamenial bri^ work, was iu good itresorva* 
tioo. Theee ruins date book to the last half of the 18th 
oenlrurj and mark tiie site of the ofRce, treasury and oouit ol a 
Muhammadan lodj, oalled the Bahn Begum, who leooived from 
the Kawkb of KursbidabAd a J&gir in this port of tho ooimtr 7 , 
inolnding A itb share (6 annas) of the EbolifaMbfid 
witbin whidi ^gberhit lies. At tbe time of the Fonnaoent 
Battlement dovemment oommnted tfiia grant into a money 
allowance, which tho Begum enjoyed till 17^4, when she died 
and the/dyir lapsed. 

The name of tbs plaoo is (dao epelt B&gerhat, B&ghirhRt and 
Bigh-h&t. The origvi of the name ia not known aad ia (be 
aebjeot of sevoral theorise. One tiieory ia that it la a oormption 
of BsnkerhBt or the laarket {^il) at the turn of tbs river, for the 
plooe lies just beyond a bend of tbe Bhairah, and bani- the 
winding or reo^ of a rivor. Others e&y that tbo place waa 
formerly auiTounded by jangle which was full of tigers (bAgh) ; 
and an alternative derivation is that a Mebammadon named BSkor 
esb&bliahdd a market here. Another plaaeibla suggestion is that 
the market was sot up in what woe once the garden of Khan 
Jobftn (known looellj os Kh&n ^ahin All or Kh&nja All) who, as 
related in Chapter It, settled and died here in the Idth oentury. 

In the neighbourhood of Bigberbat there are eoma buildinge 
of oonaideroble eiohmologioal interest erected by KhRn Jab&a. 
They ore approoohed by on old road, 12 feet wide end partly 
laid with bricks, which raoe in & westerly direction iroin the land> 
ing gW. This rosd ia known oe Kbfin Jah&o'a rood, as tradition 
relatw that it wsa constraoted by him. At a distance of 2^ miles 
olcoig the rood are the remains of a small mosque, from whiob a 
QSTTOW slde ioad, also constructed by Khftn JohOn and partially 
laid with bridka, runs southward to liia tomb. It posBOS over an 
sitidoiAl mound, which Is believed to hove been made from the 
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MrtL obtniodd Ircm ft l&nk, oalled the Tb&kar-digbb vhioh be 
ozpftTat^d. Procooding ft little fnitbor on> tbe roios of a gateway 
aro met wlthi pueisgtliroug}i wbioli wo come to tlie dar^Ah or 
matuoloum of Kh&Q JabAn. « 

Tho maUAoloum ia aiploo^iH efooimea oi tbo aolid maeoniy 
work of tho 16th ooutory, whioh ovoa tho iafluenoe of tho ohauvie 
haa sot boon alio to aiTMt. It ia a eoM Wlok buildbg, foot 
8 inohoe square, ouverud Vy ft Urge dome with an oruaanofttol 
pinaaoU at tiie top; tho b eight of tho ouUide wella to the spring 
of tlko domo is 24 foot 2 ixuliosi In the oontre U the tomb of 
Shiu Johan, a stone esroophagui, roeting on ft double stone 
teimo. Tho Utter again etands on a briek termoe, which was 
orsameAted with gloaed tiles of Tsrious p&ttoiaa, bluo and while 
heiDg the prodomiooting coloan. The floor was also laid out 
with similar hexagonoJ tiles, whleli formed one of the most 
ftttrnotiTS foatures of the building* But most of thorn have 
boon removed, nud uufortunaUly thoy cannot be replaced, &• 
Kooent expenmenta at Qaurhave showu ih&tit is impoasiblo at 
preiout to produoo glased tiles to matoh the eld ouos. Some well- 
proeervod epeoimons, liowovor, ore in tho Indisu Museum, and 
others are placed round the sanoiibogua* Tho oustodians of the 
tomb allege that tbs damage is duo to thlores entoiiug the plaoe 
at ulght, and digging into the tomb, in the bops of finding trea« 
ears, in spits of tho veneration in wbiob the saint is held, 

'iho aoroophagus is oorored with a black stone, about 6 feet 
in length with a rounded top; and the tsrracsa below it have 
stone slabs over themoevored withinsoriptions, all pious eontonose 
in Arabioaud Peiaian. On the rounded itons of the aaroopb- 
ngns there are 104 squares, the first five squares ooniainiog an 
inBorlption ** Tbs God, tho only God, who is—”; in tbs remain¬ 
ing fit) squares aro os many epithets of Qod, euoh as tho Mcroi* 
fill, tho Kvcrlaatiug, tho Equitable, oto. Within a triangle on 
the south mde of this stone tho following is inscribed—This 
tomb is a part of tho garden of Heaven for the great IChftn, 
Khftn Jahbn. God he meroiful to him. WiiUou on the 26tlj 
Zil Hijjeh in the jm 663." This dato ocrrsepcnda to the 28rd 
of October 1469. In the centre of the slab on the south of the 
terrace supporting this stone there is a square enoloaing a 
oirols, which oontoi&s tho following iusoriptionA poor 
of Gcd, who was old end weak and prayed for meroy, and who 
was ft friend of tho desoendonts of the dhief of all tho prophets, 
oud also of the letmied, on enemy of the infidels, a helper of the 
J^uhtjnmadftne, and a defendev oi Islfini, passed out of this 
world, lils name was Aiagh Johan. Qod be meroifal to 
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hmi. Ha l«ft tbii wocld for a b^Ur one aa (ba nigbb of 
Woilueiday, 26Ui ZQ Hijjaht bemad on Thursday,* tha 

27th of the aaiue month in the year 863.** Anothor uuoripUon 
on the eoiUh i^e of tho fint torraoe ie—“ Wo begin life in thia 
world by OTTing ; trials and batdeiujv follow, while death onds 
oil; sM ihero are two v e rses, of whioh tho following fzuelation 
has boon givon by Mr. Sondor 

Bamombor, 0 tnoadSf death ii eartain, doath is euro. 

It ie a thorn in the garden. 

Death ie oertain, death is enra. 

Doath is the gnsteat eoeny of all living things, 

And ii diffbrent from othor anomies. 

Death is certain, dasth is eoio. 

Tha soonxsed Satan is your anemy; 

He triea to change your faith. 

Be oarafnl, be watohfnl. 

Death ie oertain, death is etus. 

In all oomamoitias tha gnat forgiro the faults of tho weak; 

And tha post well laji— 

Death ia oartalu, daath is eua.*’ 

To fchawaat of tha maoiolaimi ia a moeqaa In whioh the aaint 
is said to have apant a |)axt of hie lest years in and 

baiwaan tha two buildings is tho tomb of Mtihamxnad Tltliir, who 
is said to have baen tho Zhrrtfs or Priaa Mmiitor of Kh&n Jahin. 
Soma pious ssntanoos aro ineoibad on it, and tho following 
iaurption is in Anbio oharactara This tomb Is a part of tho 
gaidan of Haaven and of a gioat friend, by nama Muhammad 
Tahir, 863 Zil Hijlah." This Muhammad Tihir was the 
Br&bman of Shin Jahin and tho foondet of tha saot of 

fir Alia, of whose oonvareioQ to lalim on account has been givon 
in Chapter HI. 

Immediately to tha south of Khin Jahla*s mausoleum thaxa 
is a large taiih called the Th&hur-djghl, booaose an image of 
the god Siva is said to bava been found m it. The imago 
is now at a village oallod Sivabtri to the east of BAgheihAt, 
and one of its arms beta tha marb of a out from a Maii 
The tank oontains a numbo of orooodilee, which aro xognlarly fed 
by the khUdimt or onstodians of the buildinga. They are believed 
to be the desoendantB cd two orocodiln kept by 1Q»Hn Jah&n, 
which were oallad Kslipir ind Dhaliplr, i^. blaok sido and 
white fide. Tndiiloii aayi that whsi EhXnjs AU ooUed thorn by 
their namas, they would oome to him from the remotest comar of 
the tank, and their doaoendanta hear and obey the esma call. 
They ate <^uile tame and will taka fowla^ fr^ the hands cf 
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pilgrims viUioui: attaokiug tlioiti. On iti aortU^wMi Bide of the 
Thlkm'-dlghi ihoro ia a 'building, nearly aa Ufge ae KhBn 
Joh&n’s mauBolonm, in vhidi a falrtr named Aliuad All, but also 
oaUod 2iind& Fakir, vas buried The latter name, whioh znoans 
tiio living fakir, is explained by a story that, bis body was 
being put in the tomb, ba rose and oalled out to Uie nionxnen to 
bring Ms Koifu» A moequo adjoining the tomb basboanoon- 
yoi'tod into a oow-abod. 

Tbo Icgond ooimeoted ^viib theso buildings of Kbau Jab&n u 
AS loilowB. 'Wbon Kbftn JabAn wns old and near the end ci bis 
days, be selced <>oi wbore be bUoold go to die and be buried. 
Qod polntod out to l>im tbie plaeo, so be oame baro, orooted a 
mosque and tomb for bimself, and dug a tank, os be al^vayB did 
beside bis buildings. In excavating tbis tank be dug Teiy de^ 
indeod, and yet f^ed to find any ^ater. At last tbe diggers 
roaobod a Hindu tomplo, into vbi^ Eblnja All entered. Ho 
found a dovotoo sitUng inride, whom bo a^od for water. Tbe 
dsTotee at once caused tbo fountains of tbo deep to gosb foitb in 
stxcb abundonoe that it was wltb di^onlty tbat IHianj AJi asid 
t be diggers ceoapod in to tbo bank. The doTotoo’s temple is 
boUoTdd still to exist at tbo bottom of tbo tank, but it bas been seen 
only by ono man, who was cutting the bianobee oi a tree on the 
edge of the tank. Suddenly he oried out “ There is the devotee 
walking'’; the inoinont he said so, tbo braneb on vbiob be 
stood mapped, and be fell down and died. ELU body was buried 
oloBO by, within tbo prooincla of tbo roosquo. The legend of the 
tjmlf is Q ouriouB ono in one respect; it iB a Muhebiinadan fable, 
though its Bubjoot is Hindu divinity.* An annual mtli or fair is 
bold on the grounds near tbo tomb of Jah>lr upon the 
eupfoeod anniversary of Ms death, the Ml moon of .Chaitra 
(Marob-April). On this oooaaioa Mnbsmmadmi women aseomble 
in large numbers, and oSor fowls to dio orooodiios in the tank, in 
tbo belief that this offering will procuro them offspring. 

At & distance of miles from tho read to KhSn Jehin's tomb, 
thofs is another brick-laid road, also aaoribedto Kl^ Jabln, 
leading to the building called SStgumbas. Proceeding along 
it a short distanoe, we reach a large gateway with a poiated areh, 
which is still perfect, Between this gateway and the east side of 
the Satgumbas, whioh faces it, are the remains of what was once 
a oonrfcyard wii a masonry floor, where peoplo used to meet and 
perform their ablutious before outering tbe Satguniba* for 
prayers. The place is ixow neglBotod and oovered with jungle. 


• J. WwtUnd, oitiU JSitrUt 
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Ths ib a Urge ol>long building tmilt of oLkoUod 

brio}^ It ifl 169 foet 8 inohM long and 105 fodt brood, ivbilo its 
beighi from tho ground to tbe ro^ is 31 feet 7 inobee. Inudo, 
the length of the building ie 143 foot d inohes, and iU breadth is 
88 feet, tho thloknoea of &o walls on all &do6 boing 8 fost. Tho 
roof is oompceed of 77 domes (olevon rows of som) supported hy 
arohos on eix^ piUsn bolow; no loe tlitm twontj-ono of tho 
domes ore more ot loss damagod, and thoro are onvolcQ in tlio 
walls. Tho pillais are bullfc of grey stone, and soom originally 
to have hwn ouMsod in brioh, dro of them sUU liftTing a briok 
OQfling. At tho four ooznon of tbo building aro four mbsroU, 30 
feet in oirouzcfeionoo and 13 foot aboro tho lerol of tho roof. 
The two to the eost oan bo oUmbed by means of winding stalraoeea 
from tho iosids of the building, one of thorn being called the 
andJta or dark building and the other tbo raut?m kctH or 
light building. They were olmously intendod for the use of tho 
Muaosini who wont up them five timee a day to sound the ffeSn, 
i. 0 ., call tho people to prayer. 

The rnAin entrondo is to the east and is flanked by five 
smaller orohed eutranoea on either ride, while the northern <*^4 
southern walla have each seven simUar entrances. Looking 
straight west from tho main ontmnoe into the hall of the 
building elong its ooutral aisle, we face a largo stone 
or prayer ni^e in the west wall of the stniotoro, in which 
the wndffl or leader used to stand and lead tho prayers. On 
either ude of this itti/trii are five prayor niohee, -hot a small 
door baa been let through one of the latter. The local legond is 
that tbifives dug into the niobe and hroko it in the hope of finding 
ireasore. There are also twelve small niobea in the north waU 
and tw^ve in the south wall. The orohes of tho doorways, and 
also those in the weet wall containing the prayer niobes, are 
ornamented with five small mrolee or rosettes, one m the centre 
and four round it (arranged thus %*»), which are believed to 
represent the arms of the then reigning king of Besg^, Mahmud 
Sb&h, as the ooiss strudk by this sovereign bear similar oirales on 
them. 

The name Sstgumbasi 1 . 0 ., the mosque of 60 domes, may be 
doe to the ordinary Indian predilection for round numbers, 
or it nay be a oorruption el S&t&ttar-gumbaa, for the build* 
ing has aotu^ly 77 domes and is sometimes called by that name. 

It has been said that the building was not a moeque, but a darbA' 
hull boilt by Kbfin Jahan; but this itoiy deseiree as little credit 
as another tale of hie treasure being deposited beusaih the floor. 
The latter belief is, however, prevalent, and Ihieres have before 
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now dug into tlie pillan ia tbo hope of finding* treaenre. The 
building vae oleuly intended to he a mosque. There are the 
usual p» 7 er sioKee o; in the book iraU to the west, 

a small door loads through the latter into the interior ea in 
all larger mosques in India, and tine style is in every reepeot 
that of a mosque, the only peculiarity helog the large number 
of domoe corerlng the ro^.' As n huil^g it is of inferior 
vorkmaneliip ae oompored with the tomb of KL&n Johin. It hoe 
also suffered much from the ofloots of tlmei as well le from the 
dampseM of Uie oUiuate, and is generally in a had state of ropoir. 
It is, however, a peoultar etruotore, and it has been docid^ to 
preserve it as a partial ruin, so as to show what It was like when 
oomplete. 

To the noiih«wset of the S&tguinbas there is a very Large 
tank oallod Qhorft*dighf, which was exoavated by aider of Kh£n 
JahbL He*is said to have called it Ghord-dlghl bocauie 
he made it of the length tliat a hone ran without being tired. 
This tank also has a number of black crooodilee, which oomo 
to bo fed es soon as called, the call being '^Oome EAlftpIr 
(blabk lido],” andOomo Dhallpir (white side).'’ A little to 
the tioiih of the ditgumbas there U a small moeque, new in 
mius, and alosgeide it is a tank called the Bis-pu^r or poieon 
tank, from which no body will take water. It is eaid that one 
of the wivoi of Khftn Jahftn, called Sond Bibi, took poison on 
his death, threw horsolf into the tank, and was there drowned. 
The other wife, nomed Baghi Bibi, was buried on the west aids 
of the Glhori-dighi; and a ei^l moeque, which stands nesr her 
tomb, ie named after her. There are numerous other moequee 
esrecUd by KliSn Jahfcn and his followers, who ore esid to have 
been no lass than 300 in number. One of them is of rather 
Largo dimensienQ, with a broad tank fooing it, and is eaid 
to have been bulLt by ono SoAdot XhAn, a dieoiplo of the 
warriof aaint. The mine of a briok^buiLt bridge remain to ehov 
that Uw etream wbioh flows past tbU plaoe, oalled the Uagtft 
Nadi, was a large river four or five hundred years ago, when it 
wsB epanoed by a substantial bridge. On the banka of this 
etresm is a landiug*plaoe, or rather the nlina of one, do&ignatod 
P&tharer Qhit * 

B&gberhfit Subdivision.—Eastern eubdivision of the district 
lying between 21^ and 22^ C9' N., and between 89^ 82 and 
89^ 63' E., with on ai*ea of C79 equnro xnilee, exdnding the 
Sundarbana tract. It ie bounded on the north by the distoiots 

* Per much Uka abova infonofttlon I aw indallvl So k ptupbUC b; 
Hr.n. H.B. Su&dflr. 
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o£ Smor^ Faridpnr, on the oMt bj iba bCadliumat!, vMoh 
diridM it from B&dwgiiDgo> on tbo aouth b/ tbo Boj of Beagal» 
ofid on tba ynti bj tbo Trh"^"* aabdiiwoD. Ita popiiUtiou 
vu 368,041 in 19D1, aa agsinat 340,6^9 in 180i, daxuiiy 
bang: 585 poteona to tbe aqiuio milo. Tbo aabdivision ooctAuia 
1,045 ▼Qlagoa, bnt no tovsa. Ita hoad^cartan &ro at Btghorb&t, 
and tbo tndo oentna aro Komllgnoj oud Kadlius. For 
adminiatntiro porpoaoa it ia dividod into Uio ibinaa of B&gbor- 
bit, Korrollganj, HolUbli ond lUmpU. 

Bardab—A Tillage in tbe Ebnlui lobdiTiaion, aiiualod 
on tbo Kabadak oppodta OUndkbali. It omiUina ouo of tbo 
largeat maikote in tbo diatnot, a moob fro^oeatad kat boing bald 
here avarj Sondaj. It baa now adipaod OLindlblli on tbo 
oppoaite lida of the riTor, which formtfl7 waa tbo moat important 
xnarta of tba Sondaibana. It ia common to find TioUaiindof of 
tbia kind in tba fortnnoa of noQgbbovymg kii$. 

Obftndkb&li.—A Tillage in £buln& anbdiTiaion, aitoated in 
tblna T&ikgtobft on tba Kabadak aboot lu milaa aortb of tbo 
plaoo wbera that ntar entara tba Soadarbaaa, Tbo place ia of 
eoma biatorioal inUraat «a being ona of tba fint markata aat vp 
in tba Sondarbaoa, and alao tba baadqQartaca of wbat woa 
praoticall/ tbo Ant aubdifimon ottabliabad in Basgoi, boUi being 
anatad by Mr< IJanokall, bfagiatnle of Joaaoro, at tbo oloao of 
tbo Ibtb oQottuy. Tbo rooto from tbo oaatani diatxioUi to 
OaloatU tboo aa sow paaaod I 7 Kaobni, iCbnlnS, Cbinclkliftli, 
and by tbo riror leading peat Eftltganj : bnt tbia route waa 
aoath of tba oultiTatad tnota, and for tba moat part lay tbxougb 
uoinbabltad foroai In 1765*^6, aa part of hia aobama ior tba 
raolamation of tbo Sandarbana, Mr. Hanokall oalabliabad, for 
boata paamog through tbia inboapitablo liMt, three morkota, 
wbaia traToilan might meat witb tradan and obtain pro* 
Tuiona. Ona of tbcaa markata waa at Cbindkblli, tba otbar 
two being at 'B[aohn& and Hanokallganj. Obindkbili alaa 
became the aeat of a anbdmaioo in 1786, whan Mr. HanokaU 
aatabllahad what lia called a “ontobarry of rafaranoefor tbe 
trial of olaima made by samindin in raepeot to their bound' 
ariea, Tbia ha placed in obarge of Mr. Foatar, one of bia 
aaiiatants, who waa alao directed to take oognieanoe of (atU and 
oominal mattara arinng within a radioa of 39 mila from Oblnd- 
kbBlI, azoapi when they ware of importanaa, when be waa to 
raiar them to Hr. HanckaU bimaalf. l^a briok building ereoted 
by Ur. HanokaU to aorre aa a UehMri waa in eziatenoo tiU 20 
joara ago, irtian U fall into tba riTcr ■, and tba only memorial 
of Ur. EcnokeU now left ia a taxkk attribnted to wboae 
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U atUated hj ]arg:e banyiui treM grovmg aIofi|^ iKree 
oi its Bulos. Tliirty yoon ago Oil IUi<Ik]i9li was still caaol tlio 
loading marta of tho Sucdarbana, bu6 it waa gradually oolipsad 
by BsheVs Hftt at 33ardal ca tlio other sido of the rivor. Tbo 
Tillage oouUiua a dieponsary opened in 161^0, aud a Qatohorry 
ciaotod in 1907. 

Ohitalmari.^/L Tillage in the B&gliorUfit aubdiTiaion, sito- 
atod on the tItot Madhmuat!. It haa a boiar of oouficlorablo 
importance, and a large trade m oattle is oarried on. It ia tlio 
site oi an annual fair held at the ood oi IforoL, *>9111011 beta for 
ax days and is attended by about 2,000 people daily. 

Cbnlnagav.—A villago situated in tho Dumiift th&na of tlio 
IChnln& lu^Tisicn. It ooutoins a Xlistxiot Board Inipootion 
bungalow, and a Urge hii in bold twioe s week. An annual fair 
takes place horo in November or Doooobor after the Dumrit 
fair. 

Bamrail.—'A village in tho 8&tkhir& lubdiviaion, oituated on 
tho left bask of the river ICftlIndi, a fow nulus noiih^woot of 
Iswaripur. It oontaine a tompU oallod tho Navsratna, whioh must 
onoe bavo boon a One sUuoture. It is now, boworor, in rurna, 
nod of the nioo cMr&t or pinnaoloe whioh crowned it, eight have 
fallen down and only tho ceutral onO) whioh woe tho biggest, is 
loft. Its top is overgrown with jungle, but little damagohas boon 
done to the side walls, whioh are of solid masonry. Tho huildiug 
has a circular room in the oontro, the vault ovor whioh oorxies tho 
highoit pinnaole. On the four oornen of ibis mom there aro 
four side rooms, whioh are enclosed within four outer walla Tho 
four inner walls ruu parallol to the four outer ouos and separate 
the central room from tho side rooms. Over each of the^ four 
oomers of tho iuner and outer walls them wss a pinnaolo, wbicb, 
with tho one over tho central vault, made up the nine ohtir(U. 
Tho outer wells are engravod with figures of Hindu gods aud 
goddesses. On tbe westorn wall there is an inscription, whioh is 
now BO much sHacod that only a few words can be read with groat 
diiBoulty. 

The Navaratna is said to have been built by H&ji BikTa> 
mfiditya, the father of Fratftpftdityn, some time dimug tbs third 
quarter of the 16th century. There is uo idol within the 
Navaratna, and it is believed that tho building was nevor 
dedieated to a god or goddess and never oonUined any image. 
It is Mid to have been built fora dlfforent object, vis., os ,a 
sam^'-mndir. When Bikroxnfdltya eatablishod hisuolf in Kbuln e, 
he induced many Br&hmaiis end Eayastbs of respectable families 
to come from various poiieof Bengal and settle near his capitsl. 
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He eeUblisbed & um^f or MMmlpl7 for ih« ^idenoa of hl$ 
eubjoota in Boriel xuattan end s^led biiuelf ita bead. Tbe 
attombly ooaeutod of aino mea, who, lUco tbe uno aagos in tbo 
^rt of Mobir&ji BibmmSdi^ of TJjjtin, wore oolled na9ara(na» 
or aiao goois» eod if woe in tbo aamdj-mandir fcbat tbo7 mad to 
raoet for oossoltation. Tho nemo Navantoft is said to oommo- 
morata tba foot tbit it wai thair mooiisg pleoo; bot tUa doogna- 
don is a oommoa one for Beogili ioaples with amo towers or 
pionafiloi. 

PaulatpKr.**A village in the Elntci subdivision, dlnalad 
5 milss north of Hbnln&. Popolation (1901) 808. It oontaisa a 
station oa tbs Eastern Beogal State l^ilira/, a iakiU kOchAiH 
of the Suyadpor Tnut ertete^ a ebaRtiUs dispensary (opened in 
1806), a High Eogliib aobool, and an Arts college esta^sbed a 
few yesxB ago, vbi^ is called the Danlatpnr Hindu Academy* 
A large Inde in beteWnuta, molaaeso, jnte and timber is oarried 
on here. 

Bsbb&tS.'^A town in tbs SitUiira eabdivisiozi, Htnated on 
the Iaman& river, 8 milM softb-eaat of Elibgaig. Fopnlatioa 
(1901) 5,46A It waa oonstitnted a antifcipriity in 1876, and 
tbs area witHn maaiopal limlti is 8'd square miles. The town 
contains a police outpost and a dispensary opened in 1907. 
There is a local Crsde in saadn woodr and limo ia manuraotured 
from shells. 

Dbuffigbit^An bid cifdtal of lUjft PraUp&diiya, the site 
of which is disputed. The plane now bnown as Bhumgb&t is 
ritaated in Swndarbans lot Ho. 166, about 8 milee from Iswaripur. 
It is a big stretch of swampy paddy fields, with groups of enU 
tiTBtore' liuts scattered here there, and though it contains 
an old tank, there is no bane of sny roina. The general 
consensus of opinion is that this was not the old Bhumghat. 
Aooording to eome, the site of that <aty is now occupied by the 
TiHsge of Bandpui, 2 or 8 miles distant from Tswaripur, where 
there ere some remuns old msionry struotnres. Aooordiog to 
others, Dbuxngh&t was in Suadarbans lot No. 169, which is a 
Government reserve forest, known locally as the jungle, 

about 10 or 12 miles from Iswaripur. The remains reported to 
be still extant at this place are some old masomy ruins, including 
a dilapidated wefk, about 25 feet b^h, resembUng a temple in 
architeetcre, a tMiV, the rexums of a pdkd road, and several 
garden trees, which do not ordinarily grow in the Sandarbaos, 
such us halal, (fd6, etc.* 

• I ud lodaMad to BSm Chin ChuiSn Chattvjh Sahdlriileasl Ofieu e( 
fiitkbljli for tb* sWro inforsttifliu 
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CcmriS or DumniU vilUgo ia tibo Ebaliii mbdivision, 
Bitnatod 21 milM (bj liTor) eoob of Khab&. Popnl&Uoa (li)0l) 
3,8 47» It ii iho Wdqiuifcotfl Ql a tb&ua, and also oontaim a eub« 
ofHco and a diapdoflary oponod in 1D04, wliloh is caUei 
tha SaUab Obaadra blukLorjl dispoiuoTy atfer a foraier OoUootor. 
Aq oxtanBLTd trade is oarrlod on m riod and lug^ar, and aUo in 
boats, wbiob are boUt bore. A fair u hold during tbo lUajiirft 
itftivol in Ootobot or November. 

F&kirhat. — A vilUgo in the Bftgberb&t lubdivialon, eituabd 
nearly half way bet wean llhula& and B&gherh&t. It oontoina a 
police outpoai and iiiapeoUon bungalow, bat vai formerly of 
mnoh more Importanoe than at preeent. It has etill a large btur, 
however, and oazrioa on a oonuderable trade in rloe, betel-naU, 
oooonuta and auger. Tlie land at FabTrl»Uieezoept(oua)ly high 
for the Sundarboni, and growe date trees to a eortain extant. 
Sugar it manafiotured from the prodaoe of those trees, and also 
from molasBdi (j;nr) imported from other diitriote. 

GopSlpnr. — A village in tbe 6&tbhirl eiildlvieioni situated 8 
tnilea from Iswarlpiir. It oontoine a tomplo loid to have been 
one of four erooted by Pratftp&ditya. TIiom temples stood at right 
angles to oosk other, onolosing a reetanguUr ip&os on tbs right 
bank of the river Januni, wliieb has now dtlsd up. Those on 
tbs lonthsrn, wtMtern and norlhorn sides have fallen dovra and ore 
a heap of rutns, and the ops on the osstera elds Is the only 
one now standing, but Uie upper aturey oreci of this temple hu 
fallen down, Tbe lower etorey is in tbe form of an obloog, 
wltb a etairoaae inside; and the walls are engraved with imsgee of 
Hindu gods and goddeiees. There was a Doi-mcn lir in fro ot of 
the temple, wbroh baa also fallen down. Altogether, tbe temple 
is in a very dilapidated ooadltlon; it is overgrown with jangle 
and is tho baunt of bats and wild pig. Tbe idol of Gobioda 
said to have been brought by PmtftpSditya from Burl, wee 
formerly enebriaed in the upper storey, but it was removed over 
a hundred yean ago aad isnow in tbe house of tbe adkikari or 
hereditary priest at lUipur. Oooe a year, at the tnne of the 
Bol f Mlival in February, it ia taken to village MuonE^ar, which 
oontiusB tbe reddeooe of Borne deeoendants of Prat&p&dityo, who 
hold a high sodal poettion among the Bangaj K&yasths ot Bengal. 
At a short dietonce from the temple there is a big tank about 
100 biff/tit in area, which, socording to tradltioo, was dag by 
rmt&p&ditya. It was apparently a magnidoent sheet of whiir 
at one time, but at proeont is ovorgrowo with weeds. 

Iswanpur.—A Tillage in the 8Ktkhlr& aubdivisIoxL, situated 
12 } miles south of l^Ig^nj on tho JamusS riveri oIqbs to its 
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juQoUoQ with the Popalfttaoii (1901) SOS. HiAtcrI- 

cnUy, lBWaT![]af u ono of tko most iotoreating pUooa in tho 
dia^iot, for it wan tho capital oi BikrartLiditja in the latter 
half of tho I(1tU oaaU^'ey. ft wu nUo Jenown as Taaohara, a 
name wbioli moaua ftiilior auprumol^ glorloua or tUo deprivor of 
glory, ilia logond boing Chat Ciio Creoauro takou lioro from Gaur 
by llikroiiUl^tya woe bo gi’oat, tliot tlionooforth Uiut groat oiiy 
woe oolipaod by tl\o city in (lio Sundorbaiia. The laiCor name, 
abbroviatad to Jaaor, woa oxtondod to the adjoiumg country, 
and woB ovontuiiUy given to tlio proaout town of Jmboto. 
Til a former nomo is aaid to bo duo to tho foot that l^rati- 
pilditya, tlio aon of liikram&cUtya, built boro a groat templo 
dedioAtod to !C&l!; nud (boro ie atiU a temple in the Tillage, 
called the temple of Jaaoreeworl, wbroh oontaina an imago of 
the goddeoe. 

The moot importaat romnina extant are an old fort and 
the buildings known os the Tonga Maojid, HiQKkliiaft and 
Simdwirl. Tho fort is a Urge onolosuro lurroandod by im- 
rooDBo ambaukcionta, a little south of tho junotion of the 
Jamunh and lobbimatl. Some say (bat it wu a tank, but ibis 
theory is unprob&blo, for ihoro are no low than ilxtoen tanks 
roundabout tlio oooloanro, and o furtlior supply of water could 
cot have boon not ossary. Wbatb.or tank or foit, its formor glory 
hoa departed, for tho oiiltiTator has tnrnod up tho soil and 
planted it with paddy. Praotionlly tho only remains aro a 
moat oonceeted with tho old ohaucol of tho iramunh river and 
high mnd nKnpaTl:i enclosing a largo qmdrongular space. The 
ramparts now servo os house sites and gardsns, and tho onolosod 
spooe os rloo doldi. Stone balls, inmothnea oovotod with iron 
plates, ore fonnd now and then by cultiTatoiu in tho fields, and 
in one part of the ramparts heaps of refuse Iron ore mat with, 
which indioate that eomethieg like an iron foundry may have 
existed and oonfirm the local tradition that guns wore made 
hero. South of this fort is a largo moaque called Tenga 
Masjid. It is built of solid masonry, and is L40 foet in length 
by foot broad, the height of the domes, of which tbore are 
five, measured on the inside, being 36 foet. The building 
appears to have sunk a good doal, and tbs domes oro nraoked, 
but it is stiU an impo^g structure and ii used regularly os & 
mosque by the local Mubamnadans. 

On tho nortb'Ooat of the fort are the remains of a building 
called B&radwIrT, wbioh is said to have been Vrotfiplditya's 
ball of aedienoe. Infroot of it is a tank which muet formerly 
have bean a flue sheet of water. Another building is oaUed 
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tliQ HftDEkbAii& or ] Ekil. This also vos & fine briok boildm^t and 
tbo roof is still iataot in spite of tbe negleot of oeotunos end 
the rayngoe of the damp oUmato, XVadi^on eo^s that it was 
originally Uiroe etoriiae high, and tliat two bsYO now aunlc hobw 
tho eiirfeoo of tho ground. The name Hitfi^^Sniappeare to be 
a mimomor, for tliebuildiog b obvimuly a AauiAinfthsnd (jt batb. 
Thoro TDorls ot pipes parsing Uu'OiigK the walls, and rceoryobs 
for water, whioh dearly diow tliat it oould not be anything olso 
but a 'fnrkiah bath. SouUi-sast of tho fort are the roinfi of wliet 
ie generally bsliovod to lu;ye been tlio palooe of the lirtjft. Now 
Chore is only a high homestead Bito, oallod the by 

the yjllc^ers, with remains of old brloka and a long oompouod 
wall along the village road. 

At a l^tle distanoe to the east of Tonga Kasjidi the K&jft's 
tutelary dei^, tlie goddess Kfili, le enshrined, in a building that 
ha a been kept ia good lopoii. la former times, it ia said, she 
looked soutliward and tlio Lozids on tlio south were oteored ; but 
tho BftjS offondod hor, and one day when he west to prostrate 
himself before hor, lOis lumod hor faoo in dieploosuro to (he 
west. If Slice the lands on the west are still oleor, but on the 
aonth tliey Imvo boon nnder ]utiglo ever sinos the goddess tumod 
from Piotipiditya and his glory departed, The slmne ia cot a 
temple of the usual shape* but a rootaogular building, like an 
ordinsiy with a spodous qnadraogle in front, enoloeed 

by long rows of rooms, one of which is dnuhle^storied. None 
of those buildiogs ore anoient, having boon areoted abont XOO 
years ago by or piieets of Jasoroswari, There ore 

two tablets, one in Sanskrit and anolher in the veincoidar, to 
this effeoh Tho tiudilioD is that tho present ohdee remained 
without a roof till the pieoe of iron that was on the top of the 
origina) temple was found among the ruins aod rrmoved to it. 
The site of the anoiout tempio of Jaeoreewsri is pointed oat at a 
ihort dlstauQS from the present buHdicg. Here remuus of old 
maeoury work are a^ill visible. 

There are a few minor remoins in and about tho village. 
At a short disUnoe from the Tenga mosque is s small reotou^ 
gular bailding now overgrown with jungle, whioh is said to 
have been n temple of Siva ereoted by Min Siegb alter the 
defeat of Prat£pidiiya, In front of the mosque ore some hoi* 
lows covered with rnins, whiolj, according to some, sie tho gcavoe 
of Mnhammodau geneiaU dofaatod by krat&piditya, while others 
declare that they mark the sits of undorgronnd tnogasines. 
Another high mound, now overgrown with trees and strewn 
with briok remains, coiumondB an old channel of the Jamuna. 
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Tb« lobbSmail, wbiGh HBorly turrounds the old tow a of Jckaor 
law&rlpur^ wtu odm a largo Howlag stmns. It is so reproseoted 
in Beoneira atlas, but it has sow silted up towards tbo north 
and is impasubls for anf bac amaU boats. South and east 
of Iswarlpur are the debris of old buildings, and tho ptaoo is 
ooUed Tlrb&tl. On tho opposlto sido of tho lolib&matT a Urge 
area is strewn over with brtoks and the foundations of old bitild* 
inge. This pUoe goes the name of TosV&tl. Thoeu aamos 
were probably giroo widi reforesoo to t)is raj>idit 7 with whioh 
the oUariDgs were sffeoled. sigoiBoe an arrow, and in 
means swift; end the names would moan out with the spood 
of an arrow and out quioklf .* 

Jitrftpnr.—A village and market io tho BAghsrh&t sub- 
divuioo, situated midway botwoen Foklrbab and Bftghethftt. 
Tbe village is of oonsidsrable sixe and has an extensirs trade in 
bsteUauts and oooonuts. It is oblofly ooUblo for a largo lomple 
of the Vaiahoava eeot dediosted to Gop&l, wbiob was orooiod 
about three genoiationi ago, by a Vaishuava Bftbljl named 
Ballabh Die. The woaUU ^ioh ho employed to raise and 
endow tbe temple wu aoqaired by begging; bnt his followers 
attribute to him mlraouloua powers, beoauss after oomlfig to tbe 
oountry a peonilors beggar, be mao aged to bnild a 6ne temple 
to his god. To ibis tempis of Gopil, theroforo, a now temple 
bos been added, dedloatod to tlv> BAb&jl, whioh was built by bia 
followers upon tbe spot where be woe buried. The temples 
are fre^neotly visited by pilgrims, who make fournoys of oven 
three to four days in order to visit them. 

Koohuft.—A village in the B&gberb&t subdivision, situated 
at the function of tbo Bbairab and Madbjimatl rivers, abont 6 
miles east of B&gherbAt. It oootaine a polios outpost, a sub* 
registry offloe and a oonslderabls baiar. It owes its foundation 
to Iifi. Henokell, being one*of tbe three marksb-plaoes wbiob, as 
r^tod in Obapter U, were established is tlis Suudarbaas by blm 
towards tbe olose of tbe 18& oentary. A oreek or khii divides 
tbs village into two parte, and is orosied by a masonry bridge, 
lAult, oooording to e mds iosoription, by ono BansI Cnudu, who 
also srsoted a small temple close by. Largs quantises of kaefiUf 
a kind of yam, are grown hare, from wbiob oiroumstanos tbe 
village probably derives Its name. 

Sal&rc^.—A village in tbe S&tkblr& eubdivislon, sltoated on 
tbe Betn&, 12 miles north of 6itkhir&. It oonts^os a poUoe 

• Antiquitm «/ tAj fltatlitioil Qipmtar. 1670. I ra rIm 

tmikbtad (« WbQ CUltQ Oluiiire01uU*Tji, SnMlvUiorcl OiRctr of SStkAiri, for 
. iwwdlos sb Iivinp v, 





SASRTTSSR. 


177 


0 bUoo» Bub*rdgu(j 3 ' offioe, isspeotiou bungalov, tuid t didpea* 
naiy, wbioh was sstablislied in 189S. It bos a fairly la^ 
bivsar, tbe prisdpetl itods bai:Dg ia molusos, sugar and rloa. 
Kal&ro& was formarly aruuniolpality, bat OMsad tobs so before 
tbe foiiaatiou oi the diitriot* 

EaltganJ.—A yillogo ia tho S&tkbird lubdiyiuoo, eituatod 
OTL tho K&)ikui11 river, 82 milee (by river) scnitk*weib from 
Ssikbiriu Tiie Jamun&aaad to How by tho vilisgo, but the 
ohannol to the Boatli bos silted vp. It ooniatna a poUoo station, 
sub-rogietry offico, i&apectlon baugcvlow, and a disponsory, whioh 
woe opened ia 1697 oad is known oa the Viaoeat diapeostuy 
after a former Oolleotor. Tbe village lies on tbe boat rouU 
hetween Oslooita end iilaeterD Bengal, aud bos & large hauir 
and a ooneiderable loo&l trade. It ie olio noted for ite maaa- 
faotare of oartheaw&ro poUeiy, cutlery end arUdoi node ot 
horn. It was formerly the bead quarters of a muoieipal unioa 
of villoga* 

Eapilmnal.—A village in tbe IChuloi eubdivuion, eUuatod 
6 miles south oi TtU on tbo banks of tho ICabadok river; it is 
oonnoolod with Jbiogerg&ob4 railway ilation on tbe Eostera 
Bsngal 8tato Bail way by a steamer ssrvioe. It hat a fairly 
largo baser, and a market Is held twice a week on Suodays and 
Tburadays. It is nob a pUoe of any oensldorabU Irade, bat it 
is the headquarters of throe camladAri lahitkj and a large fair 
(ffs/d) is annually hold here, whioh lasts for 18 days snil it 
attended by 6,000 to 7,000 people. The pi sot derives its name 
from a Hindu sage (fflSRf) named Kapil, wlm is said to have 
taken up his abode herein auoleut time*, probably when it was 
atill a dense forest, and to have established the worehip of tbe 
goddess Kapileswarf. This sage is not the groat Kapil, who, 
aoQordlng to Hindu anythology, destroyed the sods of 8agar; 
and beyond the faot that ha was a devotee who installed the idol 
of bis goddess, nothing is known of biu. His memory is still 
preserved however by the annual m«ld abova nferred to, which is 
held on B&njni day in Karoh, as that, ft is said, was the day oa 
which Kapil's prayers were scceptcd in heaven. The mfd is a 
great bstbing festival, for, aooording to looal belief, the Eabadsk 
at this place, and for that day, acquiree the sanctity of the 
Ganges, a reealt due to the virtue of Kepilmuni or KapUeewad. 
Tbe old temple oi Kaplleew&rl fell down long ego, and a new 
one built about I860 by the lessee of the plaoe,Mr. Mackessle of 
Jhingergbohi, shared tba same fate, Wog demoliebed by the 
oyclone of 1867, The goddess is at present enahriaedin a thatched 
but. The village also oontains the tomb of a Muhammadan 
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idot Jftfsur AlT, vltioh ib a pkoa of pilgrlmago for devout MueaU 
aftoa. It IB ooTored with a thotohod roof aud ie in obarge of 
tome ffikirit who have grai^ta of land for ite Buppoxb. 

Aa regards the Ustory of the plaoo and of cthor ruins Is the 
Bdghhosrhood. the following oztraot is quoted from Sir Jamoa 
WeBiland’e Itepori:-*'*lforo about Ka^rilmiml la not kaowo, 
ond the absanoo of tradition is probably due to tho foot that 
those plaoea have sot boon oontmucuBly ishahitod, axoopt in 
modern Umes. Wben, a hundred yoara ago, adTasolng oivlliea- 
iioQ reached tHi pgintj the plooo end the lago woro new to the 
new aettlara, and they have handed down to their poitority 
only the littVo tradition they piokad np themselvos* 

"In some other rains near bore there Is avidenoo of this 
want of oootinuity of habitation. At a plaoa oallad Agr&» a 
mile away> there are two or three mounds, Ono of these has been 
aioavated and fonnd to oorer some anoient brlok honeae, tho 
weUa and windoWB of whioh are easily seen by deioeiiding Into 
tho exoaTatum< Thera U not a doubt that the other mounds oon« 
tain the same sort of raina, I am Informed that those moundi 
exist not only here, hut at inter rale ell the way between Til& os 
the north and ObaodkhiU on the eouth» a diitonoe of some feur« 
teen mlloe. How old thsM mounds aro, nod when the houeee they 
oover were iDhabited, it ie Impouible to say. The house I eaw 
woe only about the sise of a well-to*do husbandman’s dwelling \ 
bnt for all I know, there may be eome larger. Tbero are eome 
hollows, th 0 apparent remolae of tanka that osoe existed near tho 
houses, but thero ie no mark of wall or ditch round the mounde 
thatl examined. Of the iuhobitante of the dwollinge that oooe 
existed here, there is at present not even a tradition. They wore 
not unlikely eome anoient settlers in the place, who had 
diseappeored with all their work before the present laoe came into 
this pari o< the land. The present ruoe dates from about a 
haadred years baok, and the older race must tborefore hare dwelt 
in the place and disappeared long before that. ” 

EatipAra.*^A sillagslin tho Ehuloft eubdmeion situated 10 
miles north of OhAodkh&li onrtbe Habadok. Tbla Tillage appears 
to bavo been one of bbe early outposts of adranoiog roolan^lon, 
The leading family in it is a ^yaath family of Ghosse, wbo 
migrated here from KhaUebIkb&U to the north-weat about a 
hundred years ago, or at least at a time when the land was 
mostly jungle. This family brought to the Tillage other K&yastU 
lamiliea, with whioh they intermarried, and there ie now a Urge 
K&yaath oommuuity* The rest of tho inhabitants are engaged 
in OfUtiTotion in the yioinity or in the Sundarbans. The 
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villftgo is a good spsoim«n ot n tiling for tho hoaSM are for 
the most port veil kept, aod the village roads are wide ond ore 
ciointained m fair order. 

ShiiliiSi~~Hoadquarters of tbo dUtrlot^ atuatedflt the punt 
whore the Bbairab river meets the Simdarhous in 22^ 4d' K. 
and 34' IQ. KUuliii luaj be dowribed ee the capital of 
the Sundarbaus and Ims beea for move than 100 yean a place 
of oonuneroial importonoo. It vm the headquarters of the lUi« 
mangol Ageoey oi tlie Salt Bepoitment during the period of 
the ifost India Oompauy'a salt manufacture In the Snudarbacs, 
the ciBeoe being apparently at Bighm&rft on the east of the 
Bupei opposite the olvil station. It is the only place in the dletriot 
oontaining a thOna existing from before the Permanent Settle* 
meat, for it woa the alts of tbfina Navrabfid {meaning tho sew 
oleeronoe), whlob is known to have been In exiatence in 1781 and 
has oostinned, with a change of name, up to tbe present time. 
In 1S42 Khubfi was made the headquarters of c subdivisioa, 
the first estabUsbed in Bengal voder the preecnt system. ‘^Its 
obief object”, according to Sir Jatues Weetlood, “was to hold 
in check Mr. It^ey, wbo had parohasod a samnid&ri la the 
TioixLity and resided at l^ihalpur, and who ^d not seem inclined 
to aobiowlsdgo the restraints of law. ” The first Snbdivialonal 
Officer was kCr. Shore, whose juriedioiaon extended over not 
only tho £haln& subdivisioa, but also over almoetthe whole of 
the B&gherb&t enhdiTieIo&. Subsequently, in 1882, it was made 
the headquarters of tbs nnwly created district. 

Xbuln& is the ohiof centre for the SnodarboAS trade, for not 
only is it the terainua oi the oentral eeotioo of the Pastern 
Bengal Btate Bellway, but all the great river rootee cooTeige 
on the town. It is oonoeoied by steanier with If&i&yaDganj, 
Baria&l, Midftrtpnr, hluhamznodpur, Nor&U and Blnodpur, and 
all the boat tra(Eo from and to the east passes throngb it. 
Apart, moreover, from^ie throogh traffic, Kholni is a large 
for wording moit. Kice, sugar, betel'nnts and coconuts, the 
produce of the vicinity, are collected for esportatian and the 
trade in salt is also ooneiderahle. The railway station is being 
gradually extended so as to aooomniodate a large number of 
goodMl^ in order to deal with goods traffic on the East^ 
Bengal State Railway. 

The town itaeli has few featnroa of iniereet. It centuna 
^ usQol dvil, criminal and rovonue oonrtie and offices found 
in the headqnaxtors of a district, the office of the DivisLoaal 
Officer of the Sendarhans Porest Pivlsion, the distuot jail, a 
miouit house, a dsk bungalow, and a hospital greeted In 1901 

r2 
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ftnd called tka Woodkam lloapital aHer ika tlion Liduionant* 

GoTsniOT of Beagalf Sir Jolia Woodbum, IT. 0. S< I. A 
san&na ootU^ ward namod oftor Mrs. Collin, tl^ wiCa of Uia 
Commlsnouer of tbo Divinon, Hae qI«o reoontly boon opunod. 
Among odnoational iustitniioTu may ba montbnod a Govorumoiit 
Ihtraaoo soUool, a giila^ solioot^ iiamod attor Dr, K D. Gboso, 
formeily OiTil Hodioal O/Hooc of Uio diufriok tlio ZImlnA Oorona* 
tioa Toobnioal sobool and a Middlo Eugltab sobool There aro 
alao % Ooronation Hall, a Town Hall and a publio library located 
an the eapio building. la thfi hoori of tbo to\/n l:hoi« it a largo 
rwareod tanlc, wbiob lappUoa tbo town with drinhing watov. Tbo 
town i9 fortuiuto in bariag a rtpply of dltoced water, tlui >yator 
work! providing Id,ODD gallcaa par diom doUverod into d 
roeorvoin. Tbe water ia railed from the loeorvod tank into two 
■and filters, by moans of a pulsomoter pomp, in Q boun. It thon 
goes thiongb plpoa to tbo diitribniing leioreoirs, from wbioh tho 
poople draw their water. Tho works wore opocod in 1900, Oloie 
ie tbo railway station, and adjoining tbo Jovoro road, ilioro is 
another largo tank named aiier tbs first district Magiitrato of 
Zbnlnd, Mr, Olay, Tbs basar is oalLsd tho Sshebor Baser after 
a Mr, Oballotb, who had an indigo factory does by more than half 
a oontury ago. The place was formerly oallod Charliganj after 
tho ttmo gsntlemoni but the name h» fnUon intc disuse. The 
popuJation of the town, aooording to tho oonsm of IDdl, is 
10,436. and tho area within municipal limits is 4*64 squaro railss 
oomprising the villages of IChulni, Baniikh&intr, TntpDiA, DairA 
and 8hibbfttf. 

Ijooal tradition states that the town is oallod aftov IChullai^, 
a horoinB of Diadn mythology, to whom an interesting togend 
attacbee. It is said that Uhaiult, another form of DurgA or KAll, 
was anxious to extsnd her worship on earth, and for this pur¬ 
pose had a oolestisl nymph named Itainan^ boro as a mortal, 
prOToisiog to watoh over her while she devoted herself to the task 
laid upon her, Batnam&lA was born as KhalknA, ond in duo 
iimo became tiie second wife of a rich mordbant of Hjjaiti, named 
Dbanapati SandAgar. Tho first wife, lAbanl, was son:iewhat of a 
termagant, aod during the absenoo of Dbanapati forced IGjulIaoa 
to tend the family goats. This she did, cniil Obandf, taking 
pity on her, appeared in a vision to Dlisnnpati and told him to 
reinm. Jkxrtber trouble followed when Dhanapoii porfoimed 
the annual of bis father and his oastomen wore assembled 

together. They refused to take food in his bouse beesLuse his 
wife had been a herdswoman wandering in the jungle, But Khul- 
lanft got him OQt o| the difficulty b^ succeesfully undergoing 
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vanoofl orddolflto prOTd lier fidelity. DbauBptil after tbu Trent 
to Ooylon ia pnriuii of hia Tnerohont’s oolling, and o& the way tu& 
dieroapoot for OUandl vu punisliod hy a atorm m whioli oU hia 
shipa bat OQO auok, and whoa Uo roaobcd OeyloA ha wu liapri* 
aonod. ia tho moantirao, IQiulhaS guro birth to a aon nmod 
Srlmontft, ttLo woi really a oalestial madoiao, nooiad Hll&knr, 
bom in buicaa tons. The latter, Trhon he attained manhood, 
Tvoat iu soaroli of liii father, aod coeoaed him from oaptivity. In 
the end, the allottod time of BataemAlA and M&l&kar on oardi 
having eaded, they oaoeudod to heaven in a ooleatial oar. 

Local tradition assurta that lOmUaud dedioated to Kail a 
ehilno called the temple of Khullaneewarl on the Unh of the 
river Bhairab at T&Iimpur about a mile to the eeet of the preaent 
town of KhulaS, From thie oiroumatanoo the town, which it 
aituated at tbo juaetion of the riven Uup^ and Bhairab, derived 
its namn; for it ww formerly ooaneotod with T&limpur, (iheBupai, 
which now leparatoa the two plaoee, being even a oentury ago a 
ame)l Mhdl or oivok which could be eaaily forded. There ia atill 
a temple of Ehulluioeiivarl, but the present temple is a modem 
one, built after the orfglual site hod been wo^ed away by 
the river about the year I Theorigical home of KhuUani 
ia aaid to have been at ICai>ihnum, a village on the river Kabadak 
about 87 milue to the south-weet of Ehulni, noar whioh ore 
a bridge and a khii oalled KhuUanft Inidgc and KhulIanA 
kkdK 

Eholaa Subdivlaion.—Hoadguorten rabdiriaon of the 
district, lying botweoi 21^ 411 and Sd** V K. and between 89^ 14' 
and 80^ 49' E. it extoods over 649 si^uaie xoiloe, ezoluding the 
Sundei'ba&e tract, and is bounded on the north by Jeesore, on the 
wcet of the S&tkhira subdivision, ou the south by the Bay of 
Bengal, aud on the eut by the B&gherh£t subdivirion, from which 
it is separated by the Ath&mblnkh, Bupst, Fossut and 
hlnriat& rivers. Its population was 401,765 in 1001, oa against 
d41,«l08 in 1601, its density being 619 persons, to the 
square mile. It oontaine one town i^alnh, its headquarters, 
and 029 villagoa. IChuJnd is the obief oantre of tr^e, but 
Al&ipur, Baulatpur, Duam&, Phultcli ud Kapilmuni are also 
important marts. The subdivision, which was oonetituted in 
1642, was the first established in Bengal and fntnerly included 
almost the whole of the present B&gUcrhAt subdivision. For 
odmlnislrarive purposes it is divided into four thinae, vis., 
IChuluR, BaitBghRtS, Bumr^, aud TiUegfiehR, end two outposts 
at PhuUallL and iJ&hupi; the latter have been de<laxe4 ihinas fer 
purposes of inTestigaiion. 
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Labsa.—A Tillage m the Sitkhirt eabdiviaion, aituetod ahou6 
2 milos from SltkUir&f on the right honh of the river 13etiii. The 
popuUtioa ii ohieQy MrbflminoUaai, end iooludoe some femiliee 
held la groat napoet by Uio Muhommadou oommuiiity» The vil¬ 
lage ia bolter kuo\vn for a luaHeolouni called Mui Champa Dnyifiht 
a strong mnecury etruotuo uowuod by a big dome, iu iho oontro 
of whioU is tlio tomb of Mai Obaiupa or Cliarupa BfbT. Tbo 
<iar(id>> ie rogordod as n plaoe of muob sauolity aud ia vinted by a 
largo number of Huhammadaus aud LLlndus from the noighbour- 
hoodk Tbore arc sevorol tradiUoiu ouirout u to iU origin. Tho 
most popular varaion is that Ohampii Blbl was a Tirgiu saint 
belonging to the bouso of the Khalifa ol Jlivghd&d, wbo oame to 
IndiA) over a ooulury ago, to proj>ngate the faith of lel&m. After 
vifrting different paiU of the oomitry, she camo to Bengal and 
was wieoked ofl Labeft, while possiug iu a boat down tho HaukhtU 
river, which was then one ol tho mauy ohannuts forming the delta 
of tho Sundarbaus, but has now eutiroly silted up. OhaiDpa BlU 
and her diaeiplcs oeoapod, bnt after this unpleasant cscperionoo, she 
settled in this village, wh^ she lived tho life oi a dovotos and oven- 
tually died. After her death her disdplee erooted the mausoloum 
now standing. It is eomewhAt oorious that a virgin lady should 
be called ''Mai/* aud both*'Mai*’ and '*0hainpa" aro Hindu 
words whioh would soorooly be i^ipliod to a lady from Boghdftd. 

Another vereiou ie ibot eomo hundred years ago a holy 
ftihrf who had great influonoe with tho Muhammadan rulers of 
the country, lived horo. A nagbbonriug Hindu 1U;S haviug 
fallen into disfavour with the latter, sought tho* naslstanoo of iho 
fakir, and lu retuiu for bis holp promisod to comply with any 
re(^u6st he ought moke. Souio time oftor this, when the It&jft 
oelebiated tho juaiiiogo of his only daughter, a gixl of rare beauty 
and aooomplishmenU, the /hklr appeared and to the horror of tho 
lUjft reminded him of his promise and demanded the hand of the 
prinoeea. The Btjk and hie people having failed to dlssuado the 
fakir, at lost took Up arms; and In the fighting that ensued between 
the Hindus and the diedploa of the /akU\ the penehed with 
all his family except tliO prluoesa. The Jakir tbon took her aud 
■carried her agoor^g to the rites of his fmth, and died shortly 
after. The princeee, who was named Ohampa Bibf, possod the 
remunder ol her life as a Muhammadan devotee; and on hor 
death this tomb was erected by the hvrge oivcle of disfllples wbo 
had gathered round her. 

]Kagufft .~A village in the Ratkbu'fi subdivision, situated on 
the rivet KabadaU, 16 milee (by rood) east of Sathhirl It 
oontf^s a poUoe station and a sub-registry oHue. 





—A TiUage in the BBgheibat snViineloD, situated ca 
the Moaei and Al&ipur Caaal. It was formerly ea important 
eaatre of trade in rioe end juta, bat it is on the deeJino owing 
to tlio Biltiug up of tbo canal, ^ong wHoh large Ixate with cargo 
oan now only i>m at high tide. Formerly this oanal was 
the ahortcat and most Important boat roato between Saotein 
Bengal and OaLoutta, and hundrods of big ooonby boats laden 
with rioe, jute, oto., used to paaa daily* along it; bat now there is 
htvdly* depth of water enough for big country boats, except during 
the rainy season and at flood tide, though it hss been re* 
ezoaTated. The vlUaga oont^na on inspeotion bungalow of the 
Public Works Department and a temple il K&U, whioh is Tiaited 
by numbers of pilgnma. 

tfasjidkur.—A Tillage in Ihe Blhalnft sub^Tiaion, utuated on 
the Kabodak zivar, 6 miles south oi Ch&ndkh&Ii. The Tillage 
derivos its name from the foot that when the pioneers of ouitiTa* 
tion in the Sundorbans were olearlng jungle here, they came 
upon an old mos^e close to tins liyer bank and therefore called 
tho place Kaejidhtir, r.s., the digging out of the mosque. ^^The 
building thus found,’’ writes Siv James Woetland, “proolaima at 
the first glanoo that it owes its origin to tho same band which 
built the Bfttgumbos. The piinmpde of s^otnre is the same, 
only instead of a breadth of eleven domos and a depth of 
seven, wo have here a breadth and depth of threo domes only, or 
ni^ft in all. There ore the same maselTO walls, for they ate about 
six feet thick i a Large central doorway is beneath the middle 
dome on each sidei. and two smaller doorways on each f see, one on 
each nde of the central one. But the building itacii appeaia to 
&e eye of so mosaiTB a struoture, that the doorvajs seem dwarfed 
out of all proportion to the tise of the face. As in the 6ftt« 
gnmbas, so hero ^so there are four tovere at the four corueis of the 
buildings, but none of them appear to be aaoendihle; end the 
walls show in sereral places the same little mroleta traced on the 
faoe of the brick which ore used to ornament the larger struoture 
near Bt^hahah” These circlets ropresent the arms of Mahmud 
Shftb, Tnng of Bengal in the latter half of the 15lh century. 
The roof is supported by four pillate uid there are three fviArddt 
or prayer niches on tho western wall. One of the plllon has a 
smooth polish about half way up, which, enquiry shews, is 
due to iU being constantly rubbed from superstitious motires. 
The pillars are made of stous and, like the S&tgumbas pilUre, 
are formed by placing two or three long stones perpendicularly 
in line, bnt they show none of the same regularity. Instead of 
rising out of the ground upon symmetrioal haaes, they rest 
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upon ona or two aimllAr long etoDoa laid horisoutallj upon tka 
ground, without ragularityi and not ovon et Uio lame boigbt. 
Moat o£ tho rtonoa are of tbo eamo gray atone aa at the SitgumW, 
but there are odo or two of a redder oolour, end one or two 
Bpedklad etonoa among them. It eoema oortoln that t^oac etoaea 
wei'O not brought or {asliiosad for t)ia purpoao they at 
prewnt fuldl They bolongod to acme other atruolnro, oad tlioy 
were taken from it, ov from ita ruini, to form pillare In tbia 
moaqua. The moa<iuo ia atill luad oa a plaoa of wo^ip. 

village in Iho Bftgborhdt enbdivlaioa, mtuaiad 
5 mUae from tbo U&oikdahfv ateamor station oi the Ehula8« 
Nli^angenj Mail Servioo. It oontaics a police atation, a eub« 
ngtatry ofiloa and a diapeasary oponocl io 18Q8. 

MoiraDgaiij.'-A village in the BAgherldt eubdiviaion, 
^uatod on the P&ngnoht 2^ miles nbove Ita oondnenoe with the 
Baleawor or Horingl^tR. It owee its foundation to Uoesrs. 
MorraU, who purohased the estate, than rv donee foroet, in 1849. 
The naighhouihood woe quickly oonvertad from jungle into a 
prosperous rioe*growing tract, and on the banka of the rive; they 
eatabliaheda market town oalled after themeolvae Morrellgonj* 
Fonnorly the village woe known os Sorftliyt. Hera they built 
a good brick house for thomselvee, and as the mart soon bmmo 
the most important in this port of the oonntiyi a police station, 
suVregietry office and disptmsoiy waio looot^ these. On tho 
death of Mr. Robert Morrell the manogomont deteriorated, &ud 
the aetoto woe sold to Mabir&jft Duigt Ohar&n Law, o.i.s. 

The change eilooted before the sale of the oeUte is dcaoribed os 
follows by Sir James Wesilaud in hie Roport on Jeasoro (1874) 

** Where thirty years ago there wero xnilai of imponotmblo junglo 
ooming down to the Avatar’s edge and forbidding oil aaoees to 
the land, the country is now eovored with rioe fields and dotted 
with prosperous viUsgee, with Morrellganj (n tho middle of all, 
a busy plaoo of trade, and becoramg more end more important 
avory day. The whole work is due to the Messrs. MorroU, who, 
begin ning with amall begintungs, have now oxtendod, odd ora 
still oontinuing to extend, their oultivorion over a wido area. 
Their residenoa, which, in sneh uniuia foundntionleis ground, it 
took some yeaxs of patient lahour to sreot, stands on the b^k 
of the rive; at Morrallgsaj, which of course is namod ofto; them } 
and half a mile north of it, at the oonfluenoo of throe rivers and 
akAdlbesidos, lathe village and buar of Monollgauj. MorrelU 
ganj has thus a great advantage in ita position i for not only is it 
the natural oenbe of oil the oountry round it, but it also lies 
diMctiy upon the routo by'which most of the produce of the 





eaateni distriota findfl its wivy to Oftloaitft. Thd dd$p ohftnnsl of 
the Ptaguohi riTor affords a h&rboui for sea-going rmels, 'whioh 
nov oftn Toadh it by the Baleev&r n^er. The Uuars. Monell 
have bod the plaoo dedored a port, and more than one Teeeel 
haa already ta£on cargo from it. So great are the natural ad* 
Tontagee of the eltuotion, that I fool sure there is a groat fixture 
in store for the pUoe.” 

Thoee hopes have not boon faldlled> for though in I860 the 
river hore wne dooUred a port by the OoToroment oi Bengal, 
and buoys ‘wore kid dowu, the ciforfce to vm^ it an eaireptt 
tor eea*gomg tiftdo were not attended with suooees. 8till the posi¬ 
tion oi Monel) gaaj on a fine navigable rlTor, oomrnanding a rioh 
rice oonntiy, rondexa the plaoo a ooaitro of local trade, and it ie an 
important etoamer statioa of the O&chir'SundarbauB- aerTioo. 
The river, Tvhicb is tidal, is about a quarter of sule broad hero, 
with deep water from bank to bonk. The village has a population, 
according to the coneus oi 2901, of 973 persona, and oontains 
a polios station, eub-regiatry office and a dispensaiy, which is 
nuuntidned by MabSrSj Kumdr BuM £eah Law. 

Kawapara Hasighar.-^’A. village in the KdleroS th&ua of 
the ^tkbir& siibdivirion. It oontoina the renuune of a mnd-bnili 
£otC or ramport and ontienohment, and several large and 
f^nlrn, attributed to a Bgj& who woe originally a fishennan of the 
Tiyar oastc. Legend reUtee that, ones upon a time, while he 
was plying his dsbing-boat, a hermit or Sannylsi asked him to 
take him aoross a bil or a large sheet of water. The fiaherman 
consented, end when they were in mid-stream, something in the 
holy man's JfioJa or wallet oame into oontaot with as iron 
part of the boat, and at oioe turned it into gold. The Tiyar 
fisherman, seeiag that the wallet of the Sanny&s! oontoined 
the paiwpSihar, enatohed it away from the hermit, end threw him 
overboard into the channel. While the holy man was being oast 
into the water, however, he cursed hia murderer, forotelliog that 
he too would die the same death with his whole family and that 
his line would become extinct. This was a temble ourse, for to 
die without bhildran is the greatest oalami^ that can befall a 
Hindu. The Tiy^beoamea great Hftji. The Tevenne, which 
be used to reoeive from his tenants, oousisted of old ploughs, 
spades, uythee and tioklae, all of iron, whioh ho used to oonvert 
into pure gold. He hsd a krge family, and built a fort nnd 
entrenohmaote,' oud excavated 126 tanks. After enjoying his 
power for a short tiTUO, he was aummoned hy the NawSb to give 
an account oi bis oonduot. Feariog that he might be killed 
for bis niisdeeda oud his family dishonoured, he took a ptir of 
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QArnar-pi^ni teltmg his f&mily ib&ir if ho lot the j^igoosi flf 
homewordj, it would ba o mo aiga of bia death and of thoix 
diignoe. Ibo woa honourably aoquLitod, but, wbiio ho woo 
riding homo, tho pigoono oooapod. hlio wife and ohildoro, on 
looing them, ruihed into a boat, aud having oloied the cabin, and 
mode a holo in tho bottom^ drowned thorn wives. Tho KljR, who 
arrived won oltur, edeo drowned himwlf, and tho oorw of tho 
hormit wu thus fuiailod. Tho tonic in which they woro drowuo< 
is oallod taf>yukm‘, t#., the big tank. 

The viUoge is also called* Oarhdfin]> i.e., on elevatod plooo 
oontainug a oarA or fort, dS»f or dAtn/A monning on olevatod plooe. 
The paTtioular epot ooutoiuing the fort is somotimes called Dlnl- 
Honighor or Dhanpotir DlnK, a term implying haried ii^asnio. 
It is uid that antil lately no two ploughmon oonld be eoen 
■ploughing together where the Tlyor RftJ&’sfottis sitoatod, lest 
there ebonld bo a Quorrol about the one^hod tioasitfo whioh ie 
believed to eiist there * 

P&ihgaoh&.'>^A village in the Khnlnt subdivision, eitu&ted 
on the boot route of the Oaloutta and Eastern Oonols, 84 milea 
south-west of Khulna. It oOntoios a police station, a sub-registry 
offios end a dispensary opened in 1007. . 

PitheIgbSU.—A vilLogo in the Sithhiri eubdivision, situated 
on the river Kabodok, 7 miloe north-enet of S&tkhii&. It oontoins 
a DUtriot Board bungalow and hoa a large market, tho prinripol 
trade being in eugor. Opposite F&tkelgbfitk on the other rido 
of the liver is a large village oallod Kumuni, which is at prceect 
in a deeeited condition, but woe at one time a gnat seat of loom* 
ing, inhabitod by many high ooste Biihmons and Kftyosthe. It 
21 olcumed, indoed, that it ranked seooud only to Nabadwip in 
this reepeot. 

Phultali. A village and police outpoet in tho Khulni sub- 
divisiou, eituatod 12 mile# north of Khuln& on tho bank of the 
Bhurab. Population (1901) 8,912. It hae a brisk sugar monu* 
footoie and oontms a large bowr, with an extensive tnde In 
rice, hotel leaves, eto., oepod^y in (he fonoer, whioh is imported 
from Nolohitt in Backerguage. l^hultsU is a station on tho 
Easteni Bengal State Boilway, and is also oonnooted with Khulna 
and JoBoro by a good road, Imown as the Jofsore rood. Near 
Phultala there are several villages oontainiag families of Plroli 
BrShmona. There is ou inspeotaon bungalow at Bikirhiit, 6 
from the railway station. 

• TbtftbovtioMftnkbdirlTed from Tkt traditiit tki 2V««r 

24J4 Vtnlfl Ibdal W*||, pablUb«<l b lb« Joorntl of th« Ai)eUo 8o<A$a el 
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village in tha Bftglierh&t eubdinnon, stoated 
16 imlee Matb of BlglierL&t. It contaiiiB a police etatlozi) a 
aub-ro^tiy offloo and a diepeniasy opened lA 1D06. 

Suyi^par Trait Eitate.^d.u eetate oxtendiug oror SC2 
agimro miloi in tUo IDiulnA and Jo«on distriole, bo oollcd beoauee 
it oonniU ohiod^ of a iouT'annos iharo in parffam Saiyadpur. 
Tor tbo HUQO rooeon it ii alio know]i ni the OhArtnl estate. 
AuoUior name is tbo Mabal-i-Wnkf, bat tlie offloUl nuxie is ibe 
Suyndpnr Trust Betoto. 

Tbo liisioiy of this oatnto ii on interesting cue. In the 18tU 
oentuiy it formed part of the eetate of the IlAjSs of Jeeeoro or 
Ohlnohri, which wna divided into two eharee, odo oomprising 
thiee.fourthe (twelve annos) and the other a fourth (four annee) 
of the propeity. The latter foil to iho lot of IUj& Sy&m 6undat 
llal, who died without h^s in 1766. About ihlt time the lEaet 
India Company reodvod from the bfaw&b of Murahldib&d a giant 
of laud near Caleutta, and one of the eamlndAii whom he dupoi* 
eoeeed in order to make the great was a Kughal of hie court 
named 6(dAh*ud-dIu Khin. The latter, repreKoiling that SyAtn 
Bandar had loft no hoirt to bis iiropaiy, roqoeeted that it might 
bo made over to him in requital for tbo low of his own land, and 
the Nawlb thereupon granted him the fomveunae eetate. When 
the Pennanont Settlement was oonoluded, it was in the poweesion 
of his widow, Mauu Jiu Bognm, a good buiineBS woman who 
bronght it in safety iluough tho oritiool period eaooeediag that 
aottlemont, and saved it from the dangare whioh overwh^med 
other xomindAriB. On her death in 1603, Hfcjl Muhammad 
Mobiin euooedod as her half-brother sad solo heir. 

In 1606 Hiji Muhammad Mobsin, who bad no h^n, oaeouted 
a leuiMitifiid or deed of appropriation of his propertiw, by which 
what is knowu as tho Mohiin Fund was oreated. In this doed it 
is recited that in the testalor’s family from generation to genera¬ 
tion oertain charges had been inouned and usages obeerved in 
connection with the oolebration of religions ritee and feetivala, and 
that, as ho had no ohildien by whom the 
pious duties could be performed, he desired to make provliion for 
their continued discharge. He therefore made over apeedded 
pioporty to two maoagera, with instruotione that they ihcold 
divide the net inoome into uino equal sharee, two of which they 
should keop for their own use, three they ebould devote to the 
expenses of celebrating religious festivab and essonting repairs in 
the Imamb&ri and burUl-ground, while the remain ing four shares 
should be spent in paying solaxiee and pensions, according to a 
list ottadhed. Tho bequest iududod the following properties 
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samJQd&rS of ^o’^ana Hismoi 6a£yQ4piii uid Sofaa&li> with 
the huilding: and tbo Imimb&rA buai and hAt at 

Hoogb]^ aod tho furmtuTW of tho 7m&mbirfi. 

It appaan from tbo proooodiaga of the Vloe-rraidont In 
Cotmdi, PoTsiEm I>opart7nocit> (htodtho 8th Dooember 1S2C, and 
from the ooneopondonoo gonert^y, that thoao ipilariea nud pen- 
BiODj voio pajahlo to the ofBoon aad urvouti of tho Im&mh&rt, 
BO th&t tho whole midowmsnt, as far aa its pur^tose was spooiilod, 
was ior the support of that roligions ijietitutioQ, with Uio 
oonmouies porformod in it, and the poraona employed in ii Tho 
foondor added iho prorieion that *Mhe managon after mo will 
exerotae their diserstioa and authority oithor to oontlnue or 
disoonUnue thorn (the allowancoa and poisiona) as thoy may thioh 
proper, and I have made over the managomont gener^ly to 
then).’’ No ipooido direotioD however was given aa to what use 
shoeld bo m^e of ony eavingi which might aoorae from the 
djsooniinuanoo oi laWiae or penuons under the power givon hy 
this tact clause, the matter being thus left to the disoretion of tho 
managera. L ye^r before the execution of this deed a euit had 
boon insliiutod aguinat Hlji Muhammad Mohain by UlrsA 
Buudah Ulla, ol aiming, under a protended will, the lands whioh 
tho former subsequent^ ooutitut^ an endowment. Tluc suit 
was proseoutod from court to court up to tho Privy Oounoil, 
and IssUd some tliirty years, during the whole of whioh period 
it ooDUnued to be unoortaiu wheUier the endowment was valid 
or not. 

HijI Milhammad Mohsin died in ISIS, and the managers 
whom he hod appointed seem immediately to have oniorod upon 
a oourae of miiuansgsment and einbessleiziont. Aooording to the 
finding of tho Oourt of Sadar Drwdni Adalst, the proper objecte 
of the endowment were negleoied, tho Qoremment revenue fell 
into orreate, while tho inoome was spent on quarrele between the 
fiuoagns, bribes to the pelioe and dfniint and gifts to the managers' 
relatives. Moreover, in order to inoreasd their own profile at the 
erpense of the trust, they forged s perpetual lease in their own 
iavonr aod tliat of their reletivea, purporting to have been 
exoontdd by Udji Mnhammod Mobein bef^ the deed of 
foQodalion. The Board of Bevanae interfered for the belter 
gorerument of the endowment under Bogulalion XIX of 1610, 
at first aaaooiaiitig a Superintondont with the manageie, then 
leying down lulce for their oontrol, and finally in 1617, as these 
milder meaBur&t had only made matters worse, diaznissing the 
mongers altogether. As their leUtivee were implicated with them 
in the frauds oommitted, a Ctovernment servant was appointed 
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to administer (tlie eudowmeot under the orden of the Board 
and Local From tbie time the iQititution haa been 

praolionlly oontrollod hj Ooeemment. 

Tlio Z3oaid of Horenne id 1817 foanded a md>a4a at on 
aannal fleet of Ea. payobb out of the fnnde of the endow* 
mout. But Uie leodiiiif feotaro in the drat twenty ;ea» of 
GororumeDt naDagemoot wm the growth of a cooaiderablc fund 
voetod Ui Oororamant loouritiea. In 1821 the properby^ woe 
notUod in tanurce, that ii to any, lubjcot to a qutt^not 
dxod in perpotuitj, and about aiz Ink ha of vupaae wore roooirad 
on tbia Aooount. Bub m tbo auit (inaationiog the ralidity 
of the title was then pending m the Priey Oonnoil, it was 
mode A oondition that ii that com wore foat, and ^e new 
owner Tefuaed to oonfirm the patnU, the puiohoae-money ahould 
be rotuined with interaet. To meet thia poaaible ohai^ tba 
prooeada of tba paUa aale were inreated in Gorerament aaouri- 
Uee, and, the intoraat being added oa it accrued to the original 
prinupalf a capital lum of about 10 lahha of rupoee wai 
aooumulated. 

In 1630» the law auiti haring then reoontlj terminated, it 
woe decked by tUe Government of India, that throe •nintba of 
the income from the aamTudfiri should be aeeigaed parcumen% 
for tho ffonont expos aea of Imlmbfirft, eto. Of the two-nintba 
of the inoomo ueigned to the muiuaUt, one-ninth was ouigned 
to tho agent or multoati appointed by GoremmiDt, and tbo 
remaining 0 Qe*Dinth was to be avaibble for general purpoiee 
of a beneiloont nature. The four-nintbe aUare of the aamtndiri 
inoome appropriated by Hftjl Kubamtnod hfobain toponaiona and 
eetablishmentj woe to remain liable to thoee obargos, but when they 
Upied, tho income waa to be added to the lurplua fund appropri¬ 
able to general purpoeea. There thus remained at the diapoeal of 
Goremment for general purpoeea of a benefloent aatuK> dnt, one. 
ninth of the annual inoomo from the samindAri; aeooud, the 
lapsed peneioae, eio.; and, third, the entire amount ooeruing from 
the interest ol the aooumulated fund invested in Government 
pTomiesory notes. It woe decided that, after setting apart from 
tins loat-mentioned fond such amount ai might be oeocssary to 
provide appropriate buildinge, inolnding the charge of rebuilding 
ov repairing the Imftmbllrfi and other religious edifioee, if it 
should be found neoeeaary to renew these, the remainder should 
be considered as a Trust Fund, the Interest of which, with other 
items epedfled, might be '^appropviated to the puri>oae of education 
by the formation oi a oollegiate inetitutden imparting instmotion 
of aU kinds In the higher departnienta of educatloiL,” 
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Alter the of Ao6 of 1663 e GommittM was 

appointed uzktar aetlioQ 7 of tliat ensofasent lor 6be nperrifion 
of the endowmeot aaigned for nligioaa oeee. Tlile Oommlttee 
oontiolB tho expenditure of s oontaibodon equal to threo*iunil:i 
of the inooioe direotlj derired frooi the ori^nal estate in tho 
form of rest! aiul an aUowanee of Be. 750 a month in respoot 
of the oharge lor eetabliahment to be boroo hy the Ipur-ninthe 
share. The manager, who now deals only witii tho religious 
assignment, having no oonoem with the property genorally, 
rooeivea one-niotb. The remamdoc of the oetate, tnoludlng the 
▼bole of the inUreet on the soaomiilation, is held to bo at the 
diipoeal of Oovsmment as stfooemof to the managers appointed by 
the loander. This fnod vie originelly ^>pUed to the foundation 
and support of a ooUege at Hoogh^y, alBljated to tbe Oaloutta 
Unire^y and open to members of all religions oommunitiea. 
To this orrengenMnt the objeotzon was raised that an inetitution 
almoetexdosively freqnsnt^ by Hindoe was not the most suit* 
abls ndpieni of the ioeome of a diilinotiTSly Uuhammadan 
endowment, and aooordingly tbe Qovemmeni ^ Bengal, a 
resolution, datsd ths 29U July 1675, deoided Chat the fnnd 
should be need enolmurely for tbe promotion of education 
among Ifnhammsdans, the Hooghly OoUege being maintained 
from other eooroee. It bus liace thou, been devoted with great 
disoretioti, and with the host results, to sssi sting tho prognsi 
of hfnhammadsQ edoestton throu^iout Bengal by various mesne, 
suoh se the paymsnt of a part of ths fess of Muhsmmadsn 
stodente at the IToivsricty end at ZUh eohooli, the ^poistmeat 
of PernszL teadbere st the latUr, tho fonndatiou of eohoUishipe 
and hostels, eto. 

Under the orden of tbe Board nf Revenue the estate wes 
managed by the CoUeotor of Jemere sa Looal Agent 

from 1616 io Febmaiy 1664, when it wss transferred to the new 
dishriot of Khnlni. The etas of the eebate is 167,668 sores, <j., 
about 263 Kpiare miles ; and the rental ie lU. 1,80,000, the oees 
demand Be. 16,000, and the Government revenue Es. 06 , 000 . 
Tbe property oonosts ^ three reveniu-paying oeCatee borne on 
the rerenxie>roU of Khulna, via., (1) Kismat pofyaua Saiyadpur; 
(2)'KUmuif>orffima Sobnili; and (3) Cliar Badronadi. Saiyad- 
pur lies in the districts of Khnlni and Jeetoxa and oontsins 446 
Sohnili oonsisUof parte of 7 mwzdt end lios in the 
Ehulni district; it wes originsUy fiJeAir^' but was rsaomed in 
1636. Ohar Badronadi is a small nsumed cAar iu thins Dumrii 
in Khulna. The estate congiste of 210 lota, of whioh 168 belong 
to peinl tenures, ona Co a famed tMure and 47 to teuurse. 
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ObuBifldd Moording to Hht tmonot of tiid rtoA demtcd thdn bx 6 
04 UnoM txcdtr Rs. 600; 60 from lU. 600 to Bl 2,000 j 16 
from Bi. 2,000 to lU. 4,000; aid one eboro Hn. 4,000. Theoe 
tenorei wen created eboot 1823 oc the beau of three year* 
previoue oolledioDfl after a general meMnnmettfc aid aaecamont. 

«/ ih4 MuhamirwftH BtKioti/ttHlt Cdwnitltf, 

(Jolontta. 1836.] 

SStkhiri.^Headqaacton of the eubdivuioii of the eane 
name, oltuoted m 22 * 43K. ood 32* O' £. at a diotance of B milce 
from the BltkelgbiU iteomer eUtion of the KhnloA-KMTasgaaj 
hlail Sorrioe. The town Iiet olon^ the bonk of a narrow kiil 
oonnootlfi^ the Betni inth the KonhUmor bU or sunh, which 
in Ui torn, drotne throngh eererol h*Al$ into the lehbimatl xirer. 
It boa a population, oooording to the oengna of JOOl, of S,36C 
penone, and oonteine the ofoal mbdiviiional offloee, Munaii’i 
ooort, mtioioipal offloee, loh-jaii, a Diitncit Board bungalow and 
a diepCDMry. The edooetionol inititaHona on a girle’ lohool 
and ou KntnAoe odbool, the Uttar being eapportod the local 
xamlnd&n and oleo aided by Ooremmetkt. Tbe town oontaine 
Are Hindn tompteo, deduotod to tbe following gode and god* 
dooeea, Sira, Gobioda Deb, MohAkAl Bboirab, hnonda Meyt and 
Annapurni; they were oiaetreoUd Bhbo Frftn Nitli Ohaudhri, 
the grand'fatber of the proeent locnl aasfndir. Of theee iamplee 
that dedicated to Annapumg ii eonrideted the beet ^eoimen of 
orohiteotme. 

Begonlifig tbe ellmete of tbe town end the poenbiJitj of 
improring it, the Bengal Drainage Gouinittee obeer^ oa fuUowe 
in their report on the Preadeooy Dirufm, pnbllahed in 1907. 
''Although the fignree of xnoitaUty only ohow on areioge 
onnoAl death-rate from ferer of 16 per miUe (1901'06) in the 
S&tkhlrft town, the local eoeotmU axe emphotao le to ita onhoalthi* 
neie, which it ia hoped to remedy by oreating a greeter flow in 
the adjacent kbdi. It hoe been aoggeeted that ihla might be dene 
eithoT by throwing on embankmrat oeioea ^eriTer Betni 3iut 
below the junction of tbe kkAJ with it im the north-eoet, thoa 
diverting ita watere into tbe ki4l, or by btrodncuig the water of 
the IchbimaU by a eciiee ol oute from Ch&nduU on the north* 
weet. The whole ebheme ia rsy xnuoh in the air and reqaiiei 
eUboraticn. VTe ore not diepoied to approve of tbe eoonfloe oi 
the present ohannel of the Betni loaLh-eeet of Sitkhiri in the 
interesta of that town; and oa regordi the oltamaliTe, all that 
seems known is that a previous enquiry feared the danger of 
inundation if the water of tbe Idih&mati wM brougl^ in* It ia 
Bupmised that the nsk no longer eziaU, hot no levels have been 
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taken, and W6 are net prepared to aooepi tliat opimon. The 
ainple deepeung of t}io khil etande u a project in the famine 
pTogromme, l9Ut it is doalitful if Uiis would iitid much effect upon 
heaUi.” 

SStkhira SnbdlTiBion.^Weetcnr aabdiviaion of tbe dietriot 
iTing between 36'iind32^ t7' N. and botwcon 68^ C4' and 
Bii“ 23'IS. Itboeanarcft of 740 square miles, o:eoludiTig ibo 
Sundarbane tract, and ie bounded on the north by Uio disWot of 
Jettore; on tlio west by the 24*rarganas, fr<;rn which it is 
aoparatod by the lehhHmat!, Soani, Jamuni and Rahnangol rivors; 
on the south by the Bay of Bongal; and on the east by tha 
Ehulnl sabdivisioo, from which it is separated by tho riTcr 
Kabsdok. The flubdivision is an aUnrial traot, oat up by large 
Tiverej wbich ore saline up to the point wluuo the tides rcaclu 
These tirers run from north to south into tho Bay of Bongal, and 
small khik or oreoks run from east to weet and ooinmuoioato with 
the lUt and riTen. The land towards the nortli is oomparatleely 
high, the central pcrtioiL is lowdying, aixd in the south are the 
Sun^bans. The population of the subdiTisioa was 488^17 in 
1801, os oomparsd with 495,800 io 1891, the density being 059 
persons to tbe square mile. It contains 1,467 Tillages and two 
towns, Tis,, Sdtkhiri and Debhitl. For odmiiustraUTO purposes 
it la diTidod into d^e thlnos, SAtkbirl, AsAsuui, ICaUroA, IClll- 
geaj and M&gurA. 

• Benhith—A Tillage in tho Zhnbift subdivision, aitnaiod 
5 miles north of Khulni. It is the headquarters of an Union 
Oozomittosi end oontains a disponsory opened iu 1007 and a High 
English eoLool. It also enjoys tbo reputation of being the home 
of the Eulin B sidy os or phynoiaoB of Eostom Bongol. Former¬ 
ly thero ware some largo sugar faotoriee, but these have dii- 
appeared, and the plaoo has lost much of its trade. Tho basar is 
oa^ed NimSi Bai's Basar after a law agent {niukMdr) of that 
name in tbs service of B&nl BhswSnl of Nstor, a lady famous 
for her piety. Looal tradition says that NimOi Bai held a ti/uk 
here under the Mughal SoTerament and established the basar on 
the lend. Thais is a temple dediostad to K4lJ, which was built 
by Bsji Srihinta Bai, who was proprietor of the land till about 
1797. Along the banks of the river there are two other shrines 
located In thatched huts—one dodioatod to Sitalii, goddess of 
small-pox, and the other, to iTwiira Nftriynn, the god of fever. 

Theplaoeie described as follows by Sir James Wetland in 
his lisport Oft ike X>tetrhi qf Jetton. " It forms with its suburbs 
the Isrgeet collection of houses in the district, and I think it 
may claim also to be tbe most jungly place in the whole distiiot. 



OASITTKSR. 


idS 

Old Uub filled with veedi tod nmd, tod theix ndei oovend 
with nok jungle^ ue eTR^wbere eotttered over H; tndm&nj 
Qoeooopitd spaoct witbia it» lioitti vhic^ ta^htre olw 
woaU bo Oaltirtied, an a mast of nndRvood. The lOtda and 
patba of the ▼Ultge, axoopt oat ytaj faif cqi» wbiob ii 
kept in order, wind through paatee of bnuhwood”. It it a 
btppj task to reoord the faot that thii deeoriptioQ no longer bolds 
good, and that the Tillage baa improrad eonnderablj linoa it ms 
written. 

Sondarbana.—Iba eontbanuDoat portion of the Gaagetio 
delta, aitnaUd between 21* 31' and 2S^ dS' N. and betweao 
8 S” 6" and 00^ 28^ £., extending over en am of 3,526 square 
miloe, of wbiob 2,66b equare milea Ue in gbnlnt, 2,641 equare 
xmlea In tho 24«Parganas and 897 aqoare milaa in Bukergnnga. 
Tbie treat is bounded on tbe north bj the pansanantl^-iattled 
Unde of the 24-Pargeinaa, Ebnbrik and Beokargnnga; n tbe 
east and waai raapaotaTelj bj the eatnariae of the kegbnl and 
Hoogbl/; and on the aoatb bj the Bay of Bengal It baa a 
laag^ of abont 170 milea along the aea faoe and etratebaa inland 
for a disUnoa of from 60 to 60 uUea. 

Btie&y, the Snndarbans may be dawibad aa a low flat elln- 
Tial plain in wbiob tba pt o om ^ Uod-makkig ii still going on, 
oorered, where not nn^ ooltiTation, with foreate end awamfe, 
intataaoted from norib to aoatb by wide tidal riTara or aatuariae, 
and from west to east by narrow tidal liTam or saaki. AU the 
aatnariee, and meet of tbe rtTna, are aalt; f here ie little or no 
onitsnt down tbem, aod they are praatieiUy tidal watarootuies. 
They are oonneoted with aaob other hj an intrioaia sariee of 
bnnobaa, and tbe litter in her turn by mnumerable ohannola i 
BO that the whole triot is a tangled network of eatnariee, rirm, 
and watctooanea, wiiioh enoloaa a large nnmber of iilondi of 
Torions abapaa and usaa. These flat swampy ulsnds are oorai^d 
with dense fonet, tbe moat plantifal and important spaffiaa being 
tpndri {fftnUfra whidi tfariTaa moat whon the water 

iB. the ohannrle is least braokieb. Along the aea faoe the foraet 
is almost exoloATely oompoaad of nangrores, wbiob eomeUmes 
extend into Hd^l water, bat elaowbera are sopatated from tbe aea 
by a line of low sand bills or dnnei. The falling of traea for 
timber, planks, poets, and fael, employs a cleaa—not a oasta, for 
they are both Hindni and Unhamioadane'^f profrssionsl wood- 
oaitffs termed They proceed in boats to certain localities in 

the foreets mlled /tou, e&ob of which is pretided orsr by a/sklr, 
who IB sapposad to po as em the ooonlt powor of away 

tigexs and baa nndoabtadly soma l^wladga of wood-omft. 
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Htts the vood-ontt6i8 work nx d&ye in eaoh v»ek, £ot ODd 
daj m the wwk (but no pudouJftr u set apait for the 
worship o£ the ejlTAS deity presidiQg orer that particular forest. 
The fekh', who ie supposed to baye eomo porsocal knowledge of 
this euperaatuml personage and of hie or her dielikes^fOT inch 
dutitt are o! either sox—aote as high priest on those ooaasione, 
and is readily remunerated for bis services. 

Cultivation is oonBnod to the north, where reclamation has 
been effected with oODiiderable difficulty. It is hard for any 
one who has not expeiionoed tlie cbstaolee that miiet be 
encountered and overcome in an nodertakisg of this bind, 1o 
form any adequate idea of them. of all the lands have to 
he embanked. For this pnrpoee a line is oat through the forest 
along the banks of the stream, embankments ai'e thrown along 
it, and strong dams are oonstruoted across the mouibs of the 
emaller etreams to keep salt water out. This being done, the 
foreet has to be cleared tanks dug and huts constructed. Tigers 
somstimee pat a stop to clearing operations, by killing the men 
employed on them^ and casee have been known of kacts of land 
olraody under ouldvation being abandoned, owing to tigers 
carrying off tho cultivators while at work in ^ei; delds, and 
brea^g into their houses at night, killing men, women, and 
ohildien. Tigers are also vary dsstruotire to cattle, and great 
damage la done to tbo crops by sounders of wild pige acd herds 
of deer. Lost, but not least, of tbe difficuliiee to be overcome is 
fever. VThen it prevaile, nnmbere are laid up; their lands renuun 
fallow, and before next sGason are ovenun with reed jungle, 
which springe up directly tbe forest ie cleared, unless tbe lands 
ore immediacy cultivated. This, when once it has estsbUshed 
itself, is most difficult to etadiooie, taking four or five years to 
kill. 

To tbe south of the Sundarbsns are nnmarous reefs extending 
from 18 miles to 80 milee out into the sea, with a curious 
depreseios called the “Swatch of no ground, •' which is described 
in the next article. The reefs coneist of very hard ground, 
while tbe cbsnaele between ibsxn have a so it bottom with an 
increaang depth of water towards tbe land. A stiff sloping bank 
extends from (he land sea-word and the channels cat through it 
by tbe rivers are more or lees deep, awordiog to the volume of 
water conveyed by them end the rapidity of the omrent. Tbe 
nearer the mouth of a river, the deeper is (be ohaanel end the 
softer the bottom. If a ship is in a channel, the ground will 
’beooxnd very soft, and the depth incmee, os the lead is 
approached; bnt, if not in one, lie gronnd will become very 
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hard, and tba dtpth deereue. Wbanver tba gtound u qtiita 
aoftf tba Qpantpg, irhiols u apparenlij an opanin^ Iwtwaan ialandS) 
ma 7 1m itmed ior in aata^, uid it vUl icon b« fonnd to be tha 
entranM to a lira. 

The ^drfll aapeotof tbe SnadBrbaaegradxiall^ obaagas as one 
travels vest to east from the HoogMj teviirda the KegbnA^ and 
tbs vhole tract may be dirided into ^ree portteaa. viz., (1) tbe 
land from tbs Hooghly U the Jamoni and Siliodl riven iaciaded 
inthei^FargaDas, (9) the tract between the Jaman&aad Baleewar 
Ijing in Khoba, and (d) the tract between the Baleswar or 
Haringbitft and the Meg h nf wbioh ii ooiajiriBed in Bacitergunge. 
The land near the two boondaiy riven, the Hooghly and 
Meghni* m., in the 24«Pa^anas end Bacbergooge, )i com- 
pantivelj high, bnt it slopes downwards (owuds the middle 
portion, m., Kbolai and &e aonih-east of the 24-Pirganai. 
The middle tract is low and swampj, and at no very distant 
period was donbtlm one great manh. Indeed, the maps of the 
old sarveye coodnoted by HajorBeaoell and others, betwWi 1764 
aod 1772, show a large tract of oonntry between the Jamaat 
and the lower part of the (Hngee as a monss inieneoted by 
deep oreehe and vaterooarMa. 

The saperddal aspect of the three divi^ns U what might he 
expeoted from their physical obaraeUr. The belt o I ooltivated 
land from the Hooghly to the Jamnni in the 24'Pazg&neB ii eor- 
ronnded by large eanbanhmeats to heep oat the nit water; the 
land is oomparatiT^y high, and dotted with email hamlets, or 
angle bate sarronoded by litUe gardens. In ihs msnhy tract of 
the Ehnlni Sond&rbans, between the Jamnnd and Baleawar, 
milee of low-lying ballMleared land extend withont a veeUge of 
habitation. The onJtivatora who till yhia seotioo rarely live on pr 
near their fielda, end the Utter are aorrcmnded with low embank- 
mente. The third division, the Backeigonge Sundnrbans, 
between the Baleswar and the Meghnfti effords a pleasant change 
from the depretting swampy atmcepheie of tiie EholnS Sandai- 
The land b^g high, and the river water comparatively 
sweet, no embankmants are neoeceary to protect the <rope. The 
soil, too, is richer; and every wall-tc^ peasant has hia thatched 
htzt and gransriee, snxroanded by an orchard of coconat, betel- 
not end other treea 

There is this marked dietioetion too that the Gengea and its 
branohee have long ago left the veetsm portion of the Snndii- 
bans and now poor th^ waten fnithor tc the east. Between the 
Hooghly and the Jamnsi ^e rivare an for the meet part eali 
water rivere. The Baleewar or Haringbiti, and the nveis of the 
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SnndftTbane eaat’v&rd of are all distrlbatarlei of 
the ^oges, and ooctain aveat water diuing most eeasone, down 
to within a short di&tanoe o£ the of Boogal. In the osntrsl 
portion the water of the riren, though not so ealine as those 
further to tho west, is grodnallj heoonnog more hraokish os the 
rirers are eilting up at heads and tbo tidoa oomo further up. 

These wsterwajs are of the first importanoe, os being tho ohiof 
means of oommunioation by water between Oalontta aad the 
Easiem Bengal. All tbe streaiae are tidal, and the hosts piooeed 
on the ebb and dow of the tide. Tart of the day’s journey has 
to be modo with the 6ow, so that the daration of the Toy&ge 
depends oatirely upon the success with which each tide is caught. 
A whole fleet of boats may be seen atibe reooguized anohorages 
waiting for tbe tide, and the district from wHdi thoy oome oan 
be readily distlnguiebed by the shape of the bow and stern. 
Some of these anohorages are far from any human habitation, but 
neoessuries of all kinds (iuoludiug waterl can be obtained at a 
sort of floating basai. Country boats also ply from plaoe to place 
along the oross channels, some of which are so narrow and so 
overhung with trees that tbs rigging of small craft at times gets 
oanght in the branches. 

The main streams, during tbs inundation in ihci rainy season, 
have wbat ore usually termed “double onrreote,” that is, the 
eurfaoe down to a certaiQ depth fiows downward or southward, 
while below that depth the tide advaaoes upward or northward. 
This is oansed by the freshets swsspiog down from a higher level 
and oveT'topping the flood tide from tho sea. Even to skiltul 
swimmers this treacherous double oanent oc uuder-oorrent is 
most dangerone. A porsou falling aooiileiitally or suddenly into 
a stream naturally sinks at first below the surface, when the 
QodeT'Ouirent drags Mm in one diruotion, while tbe upper 
current, flowing in a contrary direction, pievonts his rising to the 
surface. Tbe result is that he is quickly drowned, and the body 
is eometmiee never recovered. 

The Snudarbans present several peculiar features, which have 
been well described ia an artlols Ths QanfjHic Delta pubUshsd 
in the Calcntta Beview, March 16^9. “ Zn whatever light we 

regard the 6uadarbins—whether as a tract of country pussessing 
an abnodanb paohydermatous fanna, or a flora peculiar to itself, 
whether wo bob at it as the stronghold of glgantio and desiruc- 
tdve saimana, voracious eharks aod peoulior flsb, whether os a 
traot of country of the mort bsantlful aspect, but at the same tiae 
most fatally pestilential—we most stlU view it as a ourious and 
an anomalous for here we see a surface soil composed of 
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Uaok Jlqoid mud npporting thehoge zhicoceroa, the Bbarp-hoofed 
bog, ihe mnd^iiatizig tiger, the delicate and fastidiouel^ clean 
apoited deer, and nourishing and upboIdingUrge Umber trees; 
we eoe fislies olimbicg trees; tides running In tvo direotiose 
in the some croeh and at the same moment; we see wild bog 
and tigers, animAls geoerallj avoiding water, awimmiog uoross 
the broadoast lirera as ii lor amusement; in one oreoh a dead 
calm, in the next a raging aea; in eome oreeka Uioabondanoe 
of insect U£s ia OTerpcwericg, in otben oloae hy not a living 
oreature is to be seen; some otesks are deadly to sleep in, othsra 
perfeotl^ Irue from miasma; some are dr^ at low water, in others, 
end those coDlignons, no bottom o&n be found at ten fatboizu ; 
in ooe, all is fog nod doubt, in the nest, all ia in the brightest 
snnehino; and maoj other anomalies pTseent themeelTee, all 
ronderiog the Snodarbaijs a spot of muoh interest, offering os 
they do so many subjocte for inveeiigation and reaearoh. Most 
traToUors in passing through this labyrinth of intoRDinable forest, 
mnd and wata, become exoaedingly wearied with the monotonous 
appearance of the banks of (bo rirers and creeks, and are only 
too glad when they escape into the open and oald rated northern 
parts of the delta, where all the breadth of the land is one vast 
sheet oi lioe cnltivaUonJ’ 

Sinoe the above was written the one-horned riunooeros has 
beoome rare oud ie only found within the eonthern portion of the 
reserved forests. Bu&loce are also fast diaapposring and at 
present ere found only in the waste Unde of the fiaoJcergnnge 
portion of the Sunder bans. Tigen and orooodilea, however, ore 
etiU as numecons as ever. A number of natives are killed 
every year by tigers, which break through the matted walls of 
dwelling-houses at night and cany ofl their inmates; it is a 
carious fact that they never carry their vioUms away through the' 
side of the house by which they ontoT) bnli break thiongh the 
opposite side to do so. Crocodiles are equally destmoUve. It is 
reported that they will ester houses at night, and that daring the 
day-time they fluently move into the delds, aelse cattle, and 
drag into the nearest stream. Among birds more or less 
pec^iar to this tract zcay be mentioned the gigautie stork or 
adjutant, known to tha natives as /lOtffiii or the hone ewalJower, 
on aoooant of its swallowing its food, bone and msat together; 
the feathera of this bird fniniah the bsautiinl plumes known 
as ** marabou feathens. The reptile tribe ia well leprceeixted 
in the Suudarbans, both venomous and noa*Tenomous. Azzkoog 
the former are inoluded salt water snakes, the deadly oobra 
(JTMd iripudieH9)t the toarosdy less deadly,, carpet viper 
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afid large Tecommu asake*eater (Opfwpluigvi 
bvnganii), vHoL ie rematk&bU lor eabeietiag os its own kcndi 
demrlsg its nnalldr bretlires witLout tiieroj. Oi the nos- 
Tesomcue anakee may be mesiionod tbe bilge pytbos, enoQeouel7 
called tbo Indian boa ooDfiUiotox {Ppthon violurut), yfhioh attains 
gieit lengb andie oepabloof swnllo^g door or pig whole, and the 
d/idmin {Pipat fflerccaaa}, both of wbioh are oommon. Xlurlng the 
oold weather mcotbs special enake'Catchere Tliltthe Sundubans 
and oaptuzo numerous snakes, which are disposed of in Oolootta. 

The name Bundarbana is ao incorreot Eoglisb doeignation, the 
traot being pmperly koowQ os Sondarbao. Yorious etymologies 
have been proposed in order to explain the name. Tbe word has 
been derived from tundnr ond ban, meaning a beautiful forest, 
or from taniNdra-ban, thi^ougU its oorruptod and Tolgor form 
samunda*ban, the whole ixLeauing fhs forests near the sea. Others, 
sgaia, have derived the word from O/tandradteip-ban, m<, the 
Ohandrsdttip forest, Obaudxav^ being the some of an old 
soxntnd&ii oocnpyisg the sonth and south-east of Bsokergungs. 
The name has eJso been oonneoted with tbe Ohandabhan^, an 
old ior^t tribe engaged in making salt, 'who are mentioned 
in a copper-plate insorlption, dated 1136 Bambot or A.D. 1079, 
whioh WS6 found at Idalpur (Adilpnr) in the north of Booker- 
gunge. Grant, in bie Analysie the Hnonoes of Bengal (1766) 
derives it from Ofian<lra bind A meaning the embankments oi 
Qie moon, because, ho says, *‘th6 riohest and greatest parts of 
tbe Snndarbaos ore still comprised in the ancient samind&ri of 
Obsmdradwlp (Innor territoiy) " and he EOmewhat fancifully 
justifies the derivation by saying that it means the oSspring of 
tile moon and refers to the tract being overflowed by the tide. It 
is now generally recognised that tbe name is derived from tundru 
ban ere the forest of tmdri trees, for that tree is the commonest in 
the forests, end the word is sometimes pronounced locally os 
Sundarban. Tbe application of the name Bundarbon or Sun* 
darbons to this tract is evidently modern. The Muhammadan 
histoiiane do not use tbe term, bat give the ooaat* strip from Hijili 
to the MeghnS the name of Bhftti, whiob signifies low-lands 
sub}^ to the influx of the tides j and rHi* name woa used, at the 
^ose of the 18tb century by Mr. Grant, who eays that this tract 
is “always included under the local desoripticn of Bhatty with 
all the neighbouring lowlands overflowed by the tides.”* 

Swatch of so groand.—A name given to a great natural 
depresaloa or hole in the Ba y of Bengal situated due south of the 

*7or Boda of tbe iofemotioB mteanid iu tb« above acooeot, 1 aoi tftdebM 

iota ^ Hr. D. B. fi. fcadee. 
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Bumangal &&dUftUnobft OBhiatiea. It^xteDde obbtIj nortli 
dut from 2i^ (o 21^ 22' uoitb Utifodo, ia flvo leaguefl in breadth 
and hM its noitliara dstromitj aboni fiva UagaeA from lb» lond. 
7^6 folbwing Moonut of tbis onrionB boaLi ii ^sotod from the 
JU/tnucl cfihi Ooclooy ^ TnHia (Caloaita, 1893):—*‘la tin loa out- 
aide the middle of the delta there ia a siaguUrlf deep area, known 
and moikod on oHoxte u (he " Swetoh of no gionnd,'’ m which 
the eoundiogBi which aro from 5 to 10 fethoixiB all roand, obange 
almost suddenly to 200 and aten 300 fathome, Thle lemorhshle 
deprottion rune north and soiith end bu been referred to a local 
•inking ; hn( it appeen more probable, ee hai been shown hy 
Mr. FergoMon, that the sediment Ib oMriod awe^ frocn the Bpot» 
and dopouiion prerented, by the strong ouireste engendered hj a 
meeting of the tides from the east end west ooasts of the Bay of 
Bengal. Ur. Fergiiesou alio shows tiint, so long as the Bay of 
Bengal has preierved its present form, the Tueating of the tidef 
must hsre favoured tho formatioo of a spit of sattd aion^ tho 
preiont poBitioxL of the Simdarhaon^ ab tho lower portion oI the 
Qonges delta is c&llod, ond that any groat depont of siU to see* 
ward of the present line is impeded by tho fine Bodiment hoing 
washed away by the tidal ourronts and deported ia the deeper 
parts of tho Bay. 

In spite of all that has been written on this anbjaot, the 
origin of the Swetoh of do ground'’ has by no means been 
oleorod up. A very ucoilar depreSBion has been shown to exist in 
the bod ^ the sballow lea off t))e Indus delts, and the canso ia 
both oases has probably bean the Bsme, a oombiuation of an excess 
of Bubddenoa with a dsfiotenoy of sedimentstion, the latter due 
to the ootion of surfacs ouri’ents in sweeping away the sIlt*Uden 
waters. It is not in scoordnace with what we know to inppoM 
that, at sabh dsptbs as we are dealing with, there oan he any 
ourreals of sufficient Tiledty to aooouot for (he depression by 
aotual erosion." 

Tftlft.*-'A village in tho S&tkbir& subdiTiiioo, ulnated on tho 
left bank of the Sabsdak. It is the headquar^rB of a thina, 
and conCeins a District Board bnagslow, an Buglisb school, and 
• dispeacaiy,* opened In 1836, whioh la oall^ the Diamend 
Jubilee dispensary. 
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